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ABSTRACT
A STUDY ON THE COMPARISON OF PASTORAL SUCCESSION CASES
IN KOREAN CHURCHES
Chang Kyu Choi
Liberty University School of Divinity, 2016

Mentor: Dr. Justin Yoojung Lee

The purpose of this thesis is to study invitation and succession cases of senior pastors in
Korean churches. This thesis is written as Korean churches are currently facing major issues
concerning the succession of senior pastors from the first generation to the second generation.

The study deals with the biblical backgrounds and theological foundations of the Old and
New Testament in relation to pastoral succession. It also compares and analyzes various pieces
of data. The investigation of the invitation types is designed to contribute toward discovering
what may be the most desirable invitation system for senior pastors. Surveys were distributed to
gather data about the invitation and succession of senior pastors in ten Korean churches. The
surveys specifically collected information on the categories of invitation, public announcement,
and (nepotistic) succession. Solutions for the future of changes in senior pastoral leadership in
Korean churches are provided through comparison, analyses, and research.

In Korean churches, there are very few cases in which assistant pastors become senior pastors
in the same church due to restrictions that are put in place, creating limitations on potential
candidates for succession. This study attempts to find a plausible safety system that may prevent

negative effects of such cases. This thesis contains the case of this writer, who succeeded the



retiring pastor in the same church, and concludes with a solution for the issue of succession in

Korean churches.

Abstract length: 231 words
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SUMMARY
CHAPER 1
INTRODUCTION

This thesis investigates actual cases of succession from the first generation to the second
generation of pastors in Korean churches along with the many problems and challenges
associated with such succession. In addition to dealing with the biblical and theological
backgrounds of the Old and New Testament in relation to pastoral succession, the study compiles
three types of invitations: recommendations, public announcements, and succession.

It has been 130 years since Korean churches were planted when missionaries such as
Horrace Grant Underwood and Henry Appenzeller came to Korea with the gospel message.
Along with the tremendous growth of Korean churches since the Korean War, challenges
accompanied, among which is the issue of (nepotistic) succession. Pastoral succession has drawn
much attention from both inside and outside the church in recent years. There are pros and cons
on the issue; Korean churches are doing their best to obey God’s will by passing church laws and
putting different restrictions and measurements.

This thesis provides theoretical considerations on succession as well as historical
observations on succession in Korean churches from 1973 to the present. Attention is given to
three types of invitation by employing case studies. Pertinent to the study is the succession case
involving the writer who used to be an assistant pastor at Hankang Central Methodist Church and
now is the senior pastor. The thesis concludes with cautionary recommendations for Korean

churches in general.
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CHAPTER 2
THEORETICAL CONSIDERATIONS ON SUCCESSION

The significant terms in this study are succession and nepotistic succession. Among the
three types of invitations for succession—recommendations, public announcements, and
succession—the last type stirs up controversy because it includes nepotistic succession.

The groups that support nepotistic succession are gathered around the Christian Council
of Korea and the churches that have practiced that type of succession. They deny outright the use
of the term itself and propose the strengths of such succession in stable growth in church’s
future. They are quick to point out that there is nothing wrong with nepotistic succession if the
candidate is well qualified for the position.

Christian Ethics Movement of Korea (CEMK), other citizen groups, and some scholars
have joined hands in opposing nepotistic succession. The moderates are critical of nepotistic
succession but recognize that the argument opposing it has no theological basis, thus leaving the
decision up to the individual churches in different situations. They regard legal and
denominational restrictions on church business to be extreme interferences.

In the Old Testament, Moses did not even consider his sons as candidates for his
successor and did not allow them to take his position. Samuel’s sons, Joel and Abijah, succeeded
him, but they lost the trust of people due to the wrongs that they committed. The succession of
judgeship ended in failure. The first king of Israel, Saul, displays a similar pattern. His son did
not succeed his throne, but instead, David, who was not a part of Saul’s family, ascended the
throne, establishing the throne of David forever (2 Sam 7:13) because God made it certain and

set up the everlasting Davidic Covenant. Succession viewed from the perspective of the Old
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Testament reveals that the covenantal relationship is at the center rather than the biological one.

In the New Testament, Jesus criticized the kinship of Israel, and Paul emphasized that
the ones who inherit spiritual lineage are the true sons of Israel (Gal 3:7). Even though Jesus
loved his own family and performed his filial duty toward his mother until death (John 19:27),
kinship was not a significant part of his teachings. Rather, the twelve disciples of Jesus serve as a
pertinent example of succession in the New Testament. He bestowed upon them the succession
of his work as he was leaving (John 21:15-17; Matt 28:18-21; Acts 1:8). The apostles were the
ones who were sent to be witnesses for Jesus’s work. Paul became a good spiritual model for his
spiritual son, Timothy, to follow. Timothy stayed with Paul until the end and continued Paul’s
ministries as his successor. The relationship between the two figures exhibit a beautiful
succession story.

The Korean society is woven with kinship, and Korean culture is accustomed to the
authoritarian ruling system. Putting priority to kinship may cause churches to take unfair steps
that show partiality, thus putting the reputation of the church at risk. Favoritism may hinder
objectivity. In addition, a significant amount of pastoral power has taken hold in churches,
resembling the almost unbreakable power of the king. As a result, dependence on the sovereign
God has taken a back seat. The Bible warns against reliance on power.

In conclusion, it is reasonable to state that successions in both the Old and New
Testament share a common principle of the covenantal relationship. The fact that nepotistic
succession in Korean churches has become a social issue indicates that Korean churches need to

be reformed.
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CHAPTER 3
BACKGROUND OF SUCCESION IN KOREAN CHURCHES

This study lists succession cases in Korean churches chronologically observed by the
periods. It was in 1997 that the Korean society began to pay attention to nepotistic succession in
Korean churches. Even then, it was not a large enough problem to create conflicts or draw
criticisms from society. In fact, the sons who succeeded the retiring pastors were able to lead
their churches through to growth and revival. These stories of succession even received good
evaluations and were considered success cases, making nepotistic succession a desirable option
for other churches. As the millennium approached, however, it became a social issue and topic of
discussion. Yet, mega-churches pushed for nepotistic succession despite the negative opinions
and arguments set forth by CEMK and other organizations and denominations.

There are both positive and negative aspects of nepotistic succession in Korean
churches. People who oppose nepotistic succession are critical of mega-churches in particular.
The main point for opposition is that the sons inherit their fathers’ ministries, some of which are
mega-church ministries, along with wealth, fame, and power through the authority of their
fathers, without being vetted through proper procedures. The only reason for their succession is
their status of being the offspring of the retiring pastor.

On the other hand, as noted above, not all agree with the opposition. The first reason for
a positive opinion is that churches can minimize the elements of conflict that may arise during
the transition. The second reason is that the succeeding pastor is familiar with the church and
may be able to lead the church stably through the process. Pastors often tend to identify these

benefits when they push for nepotistic succession.
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Robert Schuller and Crystal Church serve as a negative case of nepotistic succession.
This case represents true nepotism. The greatest cause for bankruptcy in the church is thought to
be forceful nepotism without consensus, preparation, and a proper vetting process.

A positive case is seen in Franklin Graham’s succession of Billy Graham. In America,
succession is established by a system built more around common sense, and there is less of a
chance that any church may fall into the danger of collapsing due to nepotistic succession. The
problem in American churches seems to be more theological than systemic.

Some tendencies and types of invitations for the senior pastor may be compiled. In the
past, sufficient qualifications for a new pastor were a proper theological education, the clear
calling of God, a solid consciousness of mission, and godly character. The desired qualifications
have changed over time. Today, the requirements for applying to mid to large sized churches
include experience studying abroad, especially in America, pastoral experiences, and ministerial
ability. These types of applicants compete against domestic pastors who do not have the
educational preparation abroad. In the midst of these changes, nepotistic succession surfaced as a
form of succession.

No matter what type of invitation method a church chooses, it is critically important to
make sure that a trustworthy system is in place in order to ensure that the process is fair and clear
and to carefully examine the qualifications of the candidate. Moving forward, Korean churches
prefer gentle pastoral leadership and expositional preaching that focuses on the Word of God.
The level of required pastoral qualifications has increased. Korean churches face complexity in
the invitation of senior pastors in the future. Such complexity is a result of rapid changes in

today’s culture and the demand of Korean churches under these changes.
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CHAPTER 4
SURVEY AND ANALYSES OF INVITATION TYPES FOR SUCCESSION

This study examines cases of senior pastor invitation and succession and categorizes
those cases into the three types. Surveys are conducted, and the data are analyzed and compared
in order to determine plausible options for as mooth transition of pastoral leadership.

This study uses the survey method and concentrates on the influences of pastoral
succession on the development of the Korean church. A total of fifty copies of the survey were
sent out. Of the fifty, the type of invitation in two responses could not be identified properly, and
two surveys were not returned. Thus, forty-six legitimate responses were gathered for analysis.
The current status of these invitation samples were then analyzed. One aspect of this study is the
similarities between the retiring pastor and the succeeding pastor. The study also scrutinized the
factors influencing the church’s development after succession.

The survey showed that 63%, or 29, of all cases evaluated by this study represented
recommendation. Recommendations were gathered in each church by the retiring pastor,
acquaintances of the retiring pastor, invitation committee, non-related persons outside the church,
etc. 22%, or 10, of the responses represented public announcements including the use of public
media, such as the homepage of the denominations, Christian newspapers, Christian magazines,
and more. 15%, or 7, of the cases, represented succession in which the sons or relatives of the
retiring pastors or assistant pastors of the same church succeeded the pastorate.

According to the survey results, the succeeding pastors generally respected the retiring
pastors and the ways of how things had been done under the predecessor. The process of

changing leadership was peaceful, and the change of leadership brought about the growth of
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churches in terms of membership and ministries. After the change in leadership, pastors who
were succeeded through recommendation and public announcement did not get involved in the
ministries of their successors, but it was found that the retired pastor in (nepotistic) succession

continued to exert influence even after retirement.
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CHAPTER 5
DESIRABLE INVITATION SYSTEM

The cases of (nepotistic) succession are often accompanied by various problems. First,
due to the ever present influence of the preceding pastors, the succeeding pastors are not fully
able to conduct their ministries as they would like. Second, any attempts to bring changes to the
ministries by the new pastors are deemed challenges against the former pastors who feel that
they have done their best to build their ministries. Under such circumstances, the retired pastors
should be encouraged to allow the new pastors some freedom so that they may do their best in
leading the church into the next phase of ministries. Otherwise, the necessary changes may not
be made.

Churches frequently ask what the best form of invitation may be. Some alternatives and
points for improvement are in order. One of the most effective ways to revive and restore Korean
churches is to construct an invitation system that is healthy and desirable. Yet, Korean churches
currently face challenges in inviting pastors because they seem to understand less the biblical
meanings of invitation and succession of senior pastors, and the peace and order in the church
are sometimes stirred. Invitations for senior pastors have turned into employment opportunities,
which indicates the secularization of church. The essence of invitation in Korean churches has
been warped. The invitation committee members apply secular measurements in the execution of
invitation.

The invitation of senior pastors should be reasonable, fair, and objective. The church is a
special community, and as such, each step in invitation should follow biblical standards. The

basics and order of a community of faith and prayer must be safeguarded.
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The invitation process should be reasonable and support the peace and order in the
church. In order to accomplish those, the church first should first establish trust and validity in
the qualification standards. Second, biases that may arise through the evaluation process should
be restricted. Third, a biblical attitude should be restored. With these three steps, a new system
may be created in order to avoid the many problems that have arisen with the existing invitation
system and processes. The church should seek to adopt new ways of invitation and succession
with a long range plan in mind. The invitation process should edify the church as a body, give
joy to the church members, and glorify God.

A careful review on the limitations and organizational safety system is warranted in
cases of an assistant pastor succeeding the retiring pastor. Each denomination has different
policies and laws in place, but generally, the assistant pastor is expected to leave the current
church and serve in another church for some time before being permitted to apply to fill the
senior pastorate of his former church.

In the writer’s denomination, however, the assistant pastor is allowed to become the
senior pastor of the same church if certain conditions are met. First, the candidate must receive
the retiring pastor’s recommendation. Second, he must be approved by the two-thirds of the
session and congregation. Third, he should be sent to the church by the bishop. This way, three
layers of a safety system is in place in order to allow successful succession within the same

church. This system has applied to the writer in Hankang Central Methodist Church.
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CHAPTER 6
CONCLUSION

The study has investigated the issues surrounding invitation and succession in Korean
churches where first generation senior pastors pass their position to the next generation pastors.
The study also examined biblical backgrounds relating to the issues, stemming from both the Old
and New Testament. The writer narrowed down the invitations to three types: recommendation,
public announcement, and (nepotistic) succession. Furthermore, desirable invitation systems and
the challenges, solutions, and the processes of invitation system have been laid out. Actual cases
of invitation and succession in Korean churches that used one of the three types of invitations
have been explored through surveys and data analysis.

The three types of invitations show different strengths and weaknesses in each. Different
denominations pose different laws on succession as a safeguard: The Presbyterian Church of
Korea and the General Assembly of Presbyterian Church in Korea both prohibit the assistant
pastor from succeeding the retiring pastor in the same church. Baptist churches have no set rules
on succession. Methodist churches currently put no restriction in succession while they listed
restriction previously. The writer started out as an assistant pastor in Hankang Central Methodist
Church but was able to succeed the former senior pastor in the same church.

More study and research are needed on the subject as more cases of succession appear in
Korean churches. The study finds some suggestions helpful in assisting Korean churches that
will have to experience the generational change in pastorates. Other areas related to the subject
of this thesis can be explored by others in the future, which may produce fresh results and add

new knowledge.
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AEA (Fol)

Why did you need a new pastor for your church?

1) Senior pastor’s retirement
2) Senior pastor’s reassignment
3) Senior pastor’s death

4) Other

Who recommended your new pastor? (More than one selection possible)

1) Former pastor

2) Former pastor’s friends
3) Committee

4) Other people

5) Other

What was the method to invite thenew pastor?

1) Recommendation

2) Publically advertised
3) Succession

4) Other

Did you have a pre-made recommendation form for a new pastor?

1)Yes
2) No

1) To know about the pastor’s character and spiritual life

2) To choose safely

3) To avoid conflict between a former pastor and a succeeding pastor
4) Other

If you advertised publically, why did you advertise publically?

1) To have many candidates

2) To save time and to save energy
3) To have a democratic method
4) Other

110

If you answered “yes” to the above question, why did you use therecommendation form
for a new pastor?
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7. If you used the succession method for selecting a new pastor, why did you use the
succession method for a new pastor?
1) It is thought to be unbiblical
2) It is due to Korean hostility toward succession
3) It is a better way to have a stable ministry
4) It is a better way to follow the former pastor’s ministry
5) It helps to avoid conflict between a former pastor and a succeeding pastor.
6) It is a good way to have a good relationship with church people.
7) Other

8. Did you have committee to invite a new pastor?
1) Yes
2) No

9. If you used a committee, what was the procedure to make the decision for a new
pastor?

1) Committee — common assembly

2) Committee — church conference — common assembly

3) Committee — former pastor — common assembly

4) Former pastor — committee — common assembly

10. If you didn’t have a committee, what was the procedure to make a decision for a new
pastor?
1) Church conference — common assembly
2) Church conference — former pastor— common assembly
3) Former pastor — church conference — common assembly
4) Former pastor — common assembly
5) Other

11. Who was on the committee?
1) Former pastor
2) Elder
3) Deaconess
4) Ordained deacon
5) Deacon
6) Church people
7) Other

12. 1) Was the senior pastor on the committee?
(1) Yes
(2) No
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2) How much was the senior pastor involved in choosing a new pastor?
(1) Very involved
(2) Somewhat involved
(3) Not really involved
(4) Not involved at all

13. 1) Did the successor pastor co-pastor with the former pastor for a time?
(1) Yes
(2) No

2) How long did the successor pastor work with the former pastor until the successor
pastor became the senior pastor?

(1) Never (2) Less than 3 mos. (3) Less than 6 mos.
(4) 7-9 mos.  (5) 10-12 mos . (6) More than 1 year
: @ @ €) @
Questions Yes A little Very little Not at all

3) Does the succeeding
pastor have the same
pastoral philosophy @ ® ©) @
compared to the former
pastor?

4) Does the succeeding
pastor have the same method

of running the church D @ 3 @
compared to the former
pastor?
5) Does the succeeding
pastor have the same D ® 3 @

emotions compared to the
former pastor?

@ @ ® @

- n - H
Questions Yes A little Very little Never

6) Does the former pastor

respect the succeeding @ @ ©) @
pastor’s authority?

7) Did the former pastor
make the circumstances
good to work in your church @ @ ® @
for the succeeding pastor?
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14. Did you have any guideline for inviting the new pastor?
1) Yes
2) No

15.  'Who made the guideline?
1) Church conference
2) Committee
3) Former pastor
4) Related organization
5) Specific organization
6) Other ( )

16. What was the most important characteristic you considered for a new pastor? (More
than one selection possible)
1) Character and personality
2) Preaching
3) Philosophy
4) Education
5) Career
6) Reputation
7) Other ( )

17. Did you use an evaluation form to select the new pastor?
1) Yes
2) No

18. How did the committee select the succeeding pastor?
1) According to the former pastor’s recommendation
2) By voting

19. 1) How did the church members participate?
(1) Official recommendation
(2) Official procedure
(3) By listening to an official procedure
(4) Official suggestion
(5) Official announcement
(6) Participated in voting
(7) Other



2) Check one please

Questions Answers
Did the church members
@ @ ® @
have any power to select the Very much Some Not really | Not at all

succeeding pastor?

20. Could you tell me about the relationship between the former pastor and the succession

pastor?
Questions Answer
1) Does the succeeding pastor @ ) ) @
respect the way the former pastor Very Respectful Not really Not at all
ran the church? respectful respectful
2) Was there conflict when the Bi @ flict S® v ®I'ttl P @ ful
leadership transferred? 1g contiic ome ery e eacem
conflict conflict
) @ ©) @
3) How did the change affect Big decrease Some Some increase | Big increase
church membership? innumber | decrease in in number in number
number
) @ ©) @
4) What was the church’s size Big decrease Some Some Big increase
after the leadership transferred? in size decrease in increase in insize
size size
5) What was the church
atmosphere like after the Vi @ d A I'ttl® A I'ttl® i A % ;
leadership transferred? ey down Ittie own Ittie active 10L0
activities
6) How much is the former pastor vV @ h | @I> d A%tl N t@t I
involved with church ministry? erymuen |- Involve Ae orata
involved involved

114
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7) What support does the former pastor get from the church?
(1) Living expenses
(2) Pension
(3) Family expenses
(4) Living hall
(5) Former pastor’s benefit
(6) Help founding an organization
(7) Other ( )

8) What are the former pastor’s current circumstances?
(1) Still works in the church
(2) Still helps the succeeding pastor
(3) Left the church
(4) Other ( )

9) To what extent does the former pastor and the former pastor’s family work
within the church?
(1) Quite a bit
(2) Some
(3) Not much
(4) Not at all

21. How long has the successor pastor been a pastor?
1) Lessthan 1 year  2) 1~2years  3) 2~3years  4) Other

22. How long is the successor pastor’s ministry experience?
1) 1~2years  2) 3~5years  3) 6~10years  4) more than 10 years
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Foiz AR (FeD)

Title of the study: A STUDY ON THE COMPARISON OF PASTORAL SUCCESSION CASES IN KOREAN
CHURCHES

You are invited to be in a research study of the invitation of a new senior pastor and cases of
succession. You were selected as a possible participant because you have experienced the
succession of a pastor. I ask that you read this form and ask any questions you may have before
agreeing to be in the study.

Chang Kyu Choi, a doctoral candidate in the School of Divinity at Liberty University, is

conducting this study.

Background Information:

The purpose of this study is to study the new senior pastor's invitation and the succession
cases in Korean churches to find the best system for selecting a new senior pastor in Korea. To
find the method, I will study the biblical circumstances in the New Testament and the various

types of pastor's invitations.

Procedures:
If you agree to be in this study, [ would ask you to do the following things: complete an

anonymous survey that should take about 20 minutes.

Risks and Benefits of being in the Study:
The risks involved in this study are no more than the participant would encounter in everyday

life. Participants will not receive a direct benefit from taking part in the study.
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Compensation:

You will receive no payment for taking part in this study.

Confidentiality:
The records of this study will be kept private. In any sort of report I might publish, I will not
include any information that will make it possible to identify a subject. Research records will be

stored securely and only the researcher will have access to the records.

Voluntary Nature of the Study:
Participation in this study is voluntary. Your decision whether or not to participate will not
affect your current or future relations with Liberty University. If you decide to participate, you

are free to not answer any question or withdraw at any time without affecting those relationships.

Contacts and Questions:

The researcher conducting this study is Chang Kyu Choi . You may ask any questions you
have now. If you have questions later, you are encouraged to contact him at 82-10-3272-8045/
ckchoi@liberty.edu. You may also contact the research’s faculty advisor, Justin Yoojung Lee, at
yjlee@liberty.edu.

If you have any questions or concerns regarding this study and would like to talk to someone
other than the researcher, you are encouraged to contact the Institutional Review Board, 1971

University Blvd, Carter 134, Lynchburg, VA 24515 or email at irb@liberty.edu.
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