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ABSTRACT
THE FORMATION OF A CHURCH COMMUNITY UNITED WITH A LOCAL
COMMUNITY: THE CASE OF VISION VILLAGE IN CHANGWON,
KYUNGSANGNAMDO, KOREA
Hang Cheul Cho
Liberty University School of Divinity, 2016

Mentor: Dr. Justin Yoojung Lee

The purpose of this thesis project is to build a platform for a united community of church
and local residents. In the community, the church expands its boundaries so as to become
embedded in the local resident community.

Nowadays, Korean churches have lost the public character and the ability to fulfill their
social roles and functions in the community. As a result, the churches have low reputation and
influence in society, and they face the crisis of reductions in the number of churches and its
members. For the sake of overcoming these problems of Korean churches, the thesis studies
biblical ecclesiology and summarizes the internal and external problems that Korean churches
are facing. A biblical and practical solution will be offered based on these studies.

In order to provide a practical solution, the writer compiled geographical, historical, and
social data on two villages, Dorae and Hyundo, located in Oesan-ro, Buk-myoun, Uichang-gu,
Changwon-si, Kyoungsangnam-do, Korea, and administered a survey to collect data on the
opinions of the residents. The practical solution, called Vision Village, will be summarized based
on this research. Vision Village is being built as a united, local Christian community, in

Kyoungsangnam-do, Korea and will be presented as a solution to the Korean churches.

Abstract length: 204 words
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SUMMARY
CHAPER 1
INTRODUCTION

According to Population and Housing Census, which is published every five years by
Statistics Korea, the number of Korean church members peaked at 8,760,336 in 1995 but
decreased to 8,616,438 in 2005, which is a reduction of 1.7%, or 143,898 people. This decline is
a serious issue as the total population of Korea increased from 44,553,710 to 47,041,434 a 5.6%
increase in the same period, and the number of people practicing any type of religion increased
from 22,597,824 to 24,970,766 or a 9.5% increase, during the same period.

The survey results from Korean Gallup on the religions in Korea show the decline in
Korean churches’ influence and in people’s confidence in pastors’ qualifications. Korean
Churches are in a crisis. Research papers and seminars are pouring out to suggest solutions to
overcome this crisis. This thesis is also born out of the agony on the crisis.

In such situations, it is vital to study ecclesiology in order to find out what the Bible
teaches about the identity of the church. Furthermore, Korean churches need to discover the
missing elements or the weak points that may surface from the biblical research. The internal and
external challenges that Korean churches are facing will be explored. The writer introduces
Vision Village, which is a local church community embedded and united in the life of the local
community in Changwon, Korea. Investigations on the characteristics of the local region of

Vision Village will also contribute to the study.
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CHAPTER 2

BIBLICAL STUDY ON ECCLESIOLOGY AND CHALLENGES
FACING KOREAN CHURCHES

“I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church; and the

gates of Hades will not overpower it (Matt 16:18).” Jesus blessed Peter in Matthew 16:17,
hearing his confession, and built the church. The word “church” used in Matthew 16:18 is the
Greek word “ékkAncia”, which means “community” as well as “gathering.”

The word church (ékkAincia) is not used in the Gospel of John. It is possible, however, to
construct an ecclesiology from the Gospel of John based on the Parables of the Good Shepherd
in John 10:1-18 and the Vine and the Branches in John 15:1-16.

The Parable of the Good Shepherd presents the community of Jesus having the
relationship between a shepherd and his sheep, the shepherd being Jesus and the sheep being the
saints. The relationship between the shepherd and his sheep in Israel shows the figurative
relationship of the ruler and his people, drawn from an ancient idea. In the church, Jesus Christ is
the head, and the saints are the followers of Christ.

The Parable of the Vine and the Branches in the Gospel of John figuratively explains the
relationship between Jesus and His disciples. The branches cannot produce good fruit apart from
the vine. Furthermore, the parable illustrates the intimate, loving relationship between Jesus and
believers.

Paul’s writings describe two types of churches (ékkAnoia): the local church and the
universal church. All Christians are united as one in the universal church. The New Testament

presents the church through several figures and relationships between Jesus Christ and
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Christians: the head and the body, the bridegroom and the bride, and the cornerstone and the
building.

In the church, there are activities that characterize the special community of Jesus Christ,
such as worship, evangelism, fellowship, serving, helping, and education, all of which have a
goal of love (1 Tim 1:5). The community receive instruction from the Bible, which is profitable
for teaching, reproof, correction, and training in righteousness. One of the roles of the church is
to contribute to the kingdom of God manifested on the earth. In this sense, it is critical for local
churches to assume social responsibilities in their locality to expand the kingdom of God.
Obeying the commandment of Jesus Christ also includes healing those in need.

Korean churches are facing heavy challenges in many areas. Christian leaders are
accused of lacking integrity and qualifications, churches are secularizing, churches are fighting
to achieve numerical growth rather than spiritual growth, churches are not responding adequately
to rapid social change, Christians have identity crises, the prosperity gospel and materialism have
infiltrated churches, and Christians do not want to leave their comfort zones. Thus, churches are
struggling to overcome the challenges and to transform themselves to become more like what

Jesus Christ wants them to be.
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CHAPTER 3
STUDY ON THE CHANGWON-SI REGION

The research of the local region is limited to Dorae and Hyundo villages in Oesan-ro,
Buk-myoun, Uichang-gu, Changwon-si, Kyoungsangnam-do, Korea.

Changwon was established as a mechanical industrial base in 1973, and the city of
Changwon was established in 1980. Changwon-gun was dismantled and reintegrated into Masan-
si and Changwon-si on January 1, 1995. Changwon-si is the capital city of Kyoungsangnam-do,
located in the middle-southern part of the Korean peninsula, and a part of the mechanical
industrial complex within the wider heavy and chemical industrial belt, which includes the
Ulsan, Busan, and Sacheon. The city plays a central role for the industrial economy in that area.
Uichang-gu is located in the northeastern part of Changwon-si, and it was established on July 1,
2010 when the newly expanded Changwon-si was formed by combining the three cities of
Masan-si, Jinhae-si, and Changwon-si. Changwon-si consists of five gus: Masanhappo-gu,
MasanHoiwon-gu, Seongsan-gu, Uichang-gu, and Jinhae-gu. Buk-myoun Oesan-ri, the village
used int this research, belongs to Uichang-gu. Buk-myoun (Buk means ‘north’ in Korean) was
named because it is located in the northern part of the Changwon-si.

According to Statistics Korea, the total population of Korea is 51,664,244 as of 2016. The
population of Changwon-si is 1,067,439, or 2.1% of Korea’s total population. Uichang-gu has a
population of 253,841 (0.5%); Buk-myoun, 29,121 (0.056%); and Dorae and Hyundo villages 55
(0.0001%).

The total area of Korea’s land is 100,295.4 km?, and of that, Changwon-si covers 747.6

XXi



km? (0.75%); Uichang-gu, 211.2 km? (0.21%); and Buk-myoun, 73.6 km? (0.073%).

Buk-myoun’s representative local product is sweet persimmon. Buk-myoun began to
cultivate it in the 1970s. The total cultivation area is now 950 hectare and its production amount
is 14,064 tons.

Changwon-si’s logo is a vane with three human shaped wings, which comes from the
first letter of city name, ‘C.” It expresses the hope of Changwon to become a core city that will
bring new hope to Korea. The mascot of Changwon-si, ‘Peewoomi,” was created by converting
cherry blossoms, the official city flower, into an image of a child, and it means “Blossom the
new flower of hope for Changwon.”

The total number of people who practice any kind of religion in the three cities,
Changwon, Masan, and Jinhae, in 2005 was 577,326, or 53.7% of Korea’s total population of
1,075,326. Of that, Protestants only made up 87,983 people, or 8.3%. The data showed that
Buddhism had the strong influence in the Changwon-si area compared with other administrative
areas in Korea.

The Combined City Council of Changwon-si, created by combining old Changwon,
Masan, and Jinhae, started its First Council in July 1, 2010. The Second City Council, which was
started from July 1, 2014, consists of a total of 43 members, including 38 members elected from

17 districts and 5 members elected according to the percentage of party votes.
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CHAPTER 4
SURVEY AND RESULTS OF LOCAL RESIDENTS

The survey administered to the local residents who live in Dorae and Hyundo village of
Buk-myoun, Uichang-gu, Changwon-si, Kyoungsangnam-do, was completed in 14 days from
June 2 to June 15, 2016. The villages consist of 31 families with a total of 52 people. 34 people,
or 65.4% of the population, responded to the survey. SPSS 12.0.0.1 Korean version was used for
data analysis. A Frequency Analysis and a Cross Analysis were done for each survey item for the
analysis.

The percentage of responses from 50-79 year olds was 76.5% (26 people), and the
percentage of response from 20-40 year olds was 20.5% (7 people). The percentage of responses
from women was 55.9% (19 people), and the percentage of responses from men was 44.1% (15
people). There was 11.8% more responses from women than from men.

The family members living together in the same residence with the responders are
mostly ages of 50-70 (17 people, 1.e. 50%). Of them, those indicated that they are residing with
their spouses are 19 people (55.9%). On the other hand, 14 people (41.2%) live alone. The
survey showed that 85.3% of the participants (29 people) lived in the village for more than 26
years.

The main source of income of the residents in the study came from agriculture (61.8%,
21 people), followed by government subsidies like basic old-age pension, etc. (20.6%, 7 people).
Other sources of income that are not the main source is ‘Jikbulkeum.’

In terms of annual income, 29.4% (10 people) of the residents earn less than 10M-won
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(about $9,000). This means that many of them survive on less than 1M-won (~$900) per month.
The income from sweet persimmons makes up about 50% of the agricultural income. The
average annual income from sweet persimmons is 2M-won (about $18,000, 14.7%).

12 people (35.3%) expressed that the most difficult challenge in the business of
agriculture for the responders was sales. In the case of residents involved in agriculture, 26.5% (9
people) wanted to stay involved in agriculture up to the age of 70. The economic challenge was
the most difficult aspect, according to 61.8% of the participants in the survey (21 people).

On religion, atheism was the highest at 35.3% (12 people), Buddhism came next at 32.4%
(11 people), and Christianity was lowest at 8.8% (3 people). A total of 58.8% of participants (20
people) answered that they would join a cooperative union if it could solve the problems of the
region. As to the participants’ favorability toward churches, most responded that they were
neutral (55.9%, 19 people), which could mean they do not know about church. The majority of
participants (55.8%, 20 people) responded that they were neutral on their favorability toward
Christians. Concerning the participants’ intention to attend church, most responded, “I don’t

know” (35.3%, 12 people) and “I don’t want to” (32.5%, 11 people).
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CHAPTER 5

SURVEY ANALYSES AND PROPOSAL FOR
LOCAL COMMUNITY, VISION VILLAGE

The analyses of the survey results for the Dorae and Hyundo villages, the location of the
writer’s ministries, show the following demographic information. People with ages of 50-79
make up 76.5% of the population, and there are 11.8% more women than men. A little more than
half of the villagers live with their spouses, and about 85.3% of the people have lived there for
more than 26 years. The villages are losing young people.

Their main income source is agriculture (61.8%) followed by government assistance
(20.6%). The income level is significantly lower than that of average urban workers. While sweet
persimmons are the main agricultural item, they are not sold as well as the villagers would like
them to be. They continue to work until the ages of 70-75, feeling the pinch of a low economy.

In terms of religion, atheists make up 35.3% of the population, Buddhism makes up
32.4%, and Christianity makes up 8.8%. The percentage of Christians is lower than the
percentage of Christians in Korea as a whole, which is 18.3%. Most participants (55.8%) were
neutral in their favorability toward Christians, and it seems that they have not given much
thought to Christianity.

Considering the challenges of people’s ages and agricultural sales, local church pastors
may assist with their economic activities, obeying the will of God who cares for all people. The
pastors in the locality may also connect with the established urban churches to help with the
practical issues of the villagers. In turn, these churches could form partnerships with the rural

churches and help the rural communities in need.
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In order to realize the dream of Vision Village, the writer actually moved to the village in
Buk-myoun, Uichang-gu, Changwon-si, Kyoungsangnam-do to live among the residents for two
years. The writer then purchased 1,147m’ of the land in Buk-myoun to found ‘Vision Village’

and started to build the first building.

The purpose of Vision Village is to fulfill God’s vision: to expand the kingdom of God
through Vision Church by evangelism and missions, to nurture the children of God with
education through Vision School, to preserve the nature that God has given by cultivating the
land through Vision Farm, and to serve the people of God by sharing their lives through Vision
Villa.

Vision Church is a collection of small and diverse forms of churches that do not focus on
quantitative growth, which has become a major focus of Korean churches. It has different forms
of family churches, cooperative union churches, and countryside churches. The membership of
each church is less than 30, so the pastor can minister to the church members more closely and
lead them in their spiritual growth. The pastors live very closely with their church members.

The purpose of Vision Academy is to raise the next generation of faithful Christians who
hold biblical values and live for God’s glory. Homestay and churchstay will be employed to
assist the students at Vision Academy.

The villas in Vision Village welcome retirees who have moved from the city as well as
those who need social welfare facilities. Vision Farm serves the purpose of helping retirees settle
down and adapt to the local life. The second type of villa functions as a resting facility for

missionaries and a shelter for single mothers, runaway teens, and victims of domestic violence.
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CHAPTER 6
CONCLUSION

According to the biblical study on the church, the church or church community consists
of people who confess Jesus as the Christ and have a close and loving relationship with Christ.
The church as one body, the bride of Christ, and the building built on the cornerstone carries out
the mission, sharing and expanding the kingdom of God through worship, evangelism,
fellowship, volunteering, and education. The church as a local body of believers should provide
practical help to neighbors.

The thesis project started with the idea on how to overcome the crisis of the Korean
churches and to recover the true roles of the church. The study presents a solution to the crisis
through Vision Village, which consists of Vision Family Church, Vision Farm, Vision Academy,
and Vision Villa. Youngan Baptist Church in Busan and Myounggok Church in Changwon
support and cooperate with Vision Family Church. For Vision Farm, a cooperative union will be
established to preserve the nature that God wants human to care for and to produce safe
agricultural products. Buildings are being constructed for Vision Academy and Vision Villa.

Vision Village welcomes co-laborers, churches, businesses, and organizations that share
the vision and that are willing to pull the energy and resources for Christ. For example, a hospital
in Masan decided to become a cooperating hospital by providing medical services free of charge
to those who work in the related ministries of Vision Village. While experiencing exciting
developments, Vision Village will continue to serve the local community by being embedded and

united with it to show the love of Jesus Christ poured out on the cross and to bring glory to God.
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Hang-Cheul Cho
IRB Exemption 2509.050416: Vision Village: A Christian Community That Unites Local Residents

Dear Hang-Cheul,

The Liberty University Institutional Review Board has reviewed your application in accordance
with the Office for Human Research Protections (OHRP) and Food and Drug Administration (FDA)
regulations and finds your study to be exempt from further IRB review. This means you may begin
your research with the data safeguarding methods mentioned in your approved application, and no
further IRB oversight is required.

Your study falls und er exemption category 46.101(b)(2), which identifies specific situations in
which human participants research is exempt from the policy set forth in 45 CFR 46:101(b):

(2) Research involving the use of educational tests (cognitive, diagnostic, aptitude, achievement),
survey procedures, interview procedures or observation of public behavior, unless:

(i) information obtained is recorded in such a manner that human subjects can be identified, directly
or through identifiers linked to the subjects; and (ii) any disclosure of the human subjects’ respo nses
outside the research could reasonably place the subjects at risk of criminal or civil liability or be
damaging to the subjects' financial standing, employability, or reputation.

Please note that this exemption only applies to your current research application, and any changes
to your protocol must be reported to the Liberty IRB for verification of continued exem ption
status. You may report these changes by submitting a change in protocol form or a new application
to the IRB and referencing the above IRB Exemption number.

If you have any questions about this exemption or need assistance in determining whether possible
changes to your protocol would change your exemption status, please email us at irb@liberty.edu.
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G. Michele Baker, MA, CIP
Administrative Chair of Institutional Research
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