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ABSTRACT
The study describes a qualitative collective caiséysregarding the possibility of
homeschool participation in public school extramudar activities in West Tennessee.
Literature exists on extracurricular activities bot on the effect on the homeschooled
student specifically. The research questions adede How do homeschool parents in
west Tennessee whose children are involved in ongooe extracurricular activities
outside of the public school system feel aboutenirlegislation regarding homeschool
students being excluded from participation in pubthool extracurricular activities
other than sports? Why would homeschool parentgest Tennessee allow their child to
participate or why would they not allow their clfiieh) to participate in public school
extracurricular activities if available? Why arenmeschooled students involved in
extracurricular activities? Purposeful samplingswaed to interview a minimum of five
homeschooling parents. Data triangulation wagetllin the analysis of the data
collected through surveys and interviews. Botlepts that allowed their children to
participate in extracurricular activities (outsiofethe public school environment) and
those that do not allow their children to partitgan extracurricular activities were
interested in the option of being able to allowittlekild to participate in public school

extracurricular activities whether they chose ibagt or not.

Descriptors: homeschool, extracurricular, equaeascpartnership
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CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION

Background

While not a new concept, homeschooling is a grgyhenomenon in the United
States. As a result of the great increase in timeber of homeschooling students there is
also an increase in the issues and concerns imgptiie homeschool community
(Romanowski, 2006). For the purpose of this stuaipeschooling will be defined as
school taking place outside of the public and gevschool setting. Homeschooling can
take place individually in one’s home or as a grotijkeminded families. A current
issue in many states is the participation of homesied students in public school
extracurricular activities. Research exists reg@rtiomeschooling and various
outcomes such as academic achievement (Cogan,. Rd€parch also exists in the
benefits and negative effects of extracurriculdivaes among adolescents (Barnett,
2007; Blomfield & Barber, 2010; Cohen, Taylor, ZanVestal & Schuster, 2007;
Dumais, 2009; Fredricks & Eccles, 2006; Guest & ieR2009).

Participation in extracurricular activities shollave an effect on one’s
development as it changes one’s world. Self-undedsng is enhanced by the
understanding of what others have gained by ppatiirig with them in joint social
interaction. An understanding of how one’s soceaty culture works is what allows one
to have authentic selfhood (Martin, 2007). Vygotsksociocultural theory is the
theoretical framework for this study. One cannuderstand who one is unless one
understands the society and culture they are inr@idkhol, 2008).

This issue of the possible participation of horhest students in public school

extracurricular activities will affect homeschodgtheir families, public school students,



their families, and public school teachers and adstrators. Research (Fredricks &
Eccles, 2010; Mason, Schmidt, Abraham, Walker &Yyak, 2009; Strapp & Farr, 2010;
Wade, Gary, Jenkins, Malqued, & Bainum, 2006) shthas extracurricular involvement
is beneficial to adolescents, but the effects hetebeen studied at great length regarding
the specific participation of homeschool studentpublic school extracurricular

activities. Some states have addressed and rasedtus issue the issues they face in
their state, but this is not easily generalizabléne rest of the United States. A doctoral
dissertation that was specific to the state of Néang, Angelis (2008) suggest that each
state should survey their homeschooling populatasee in what services they are
interested. This study addresses this call farreutesearch particularly for Tennessee.

Problem Statement

The problem is Tennessee only allows homeschotidgarticipate in public
school sports extracurricular activities but noestextracurricular activities such as art,
foreign languages, or science clubs and/or labsco/ling to the Tennessee Secondary
School Athletic Association (TSSAA), homeschoolars permitted to play or
scrimmage any secondary high school in regularoseplay. There are certain rules and
restrictions that must be followed for the studenbe considered eligible. The student
would only be eligible in the district in which thevould attend.

Tennessee is bordered by eight states each ohw different legislation in
place regarding homeschool participation in pubdicool extracurricular activities.
Virginia public schools can receive state fundihg homeschool student participates in
two of the following classes: math, science, Enyltgstory, social science, career and

technical education, fine arts, foreign languagéealth education or physical education.



In Missouri the compulsory attendance statute iegolhat homeschooled students may
attend public school part time. (HSLDA, 2011)

Purpose Statement

The purpose of this case study was to understanthbughts and perceptions of
parents who homeschool their high school age akitd(in Tennessee concerning current
legislation regarding homeschool participation ublc school extracurricular activities
in Tennessee, whether they allow their child(rerpdrticipate in extracurricular
activities, outside of the public school systenegently or not. The purpose was not for
the study to evolve into a political action planf o ascertain the answer as to why
parents are not pursing this option for their dinéd). The reasons why a homeschool
parents would allow or not allow their child(ren)garticipate in public school
extracurricular activities in Tennessee, if theyevavailable, will also be explored.

Significance of the Study

The study is significant as through an investigatba portion of the
homeschooling population in west Tennessee, pokdars could become more
informed about homeschooling families and becomeeropen to exploring alternative
policies and practices. This study might alsotalennessee lawmakers that homeschool
families are not that interested in involving thehmildren in public school extracurricular
activities at all, or only specific ones. The néadpolicy change may not exist, or,
conversely, if only a few homeschoolers want acdessl not mean a big adjustment
across the state and the homeschoolers might bg @@sommodated. The study might
also inform homeschool families of options thatyth@ght not know are available to

them. This study adds to the on-going researdmoomeschooling students. The study



explored the thoughts and feelings of several hahes families in west Tennessee, the
findings of which lay the foundation for future easch.

Research currently exists on various aspectudest involvement in
extracurricular activities such as gender diffeemn@Gadbois & Bowker, 2007), and
parental attitudes towards extracurricular involeatnKremer-Sadler, Izquierdo, &
Fatigante, 2010). Parental involvement in coriretatvith extracurricular activities has
been researched (Lagace-Seguin & Case, 2010)cdrrection between students’
involvement in extracurricular activity involvemesntd educational resiliency has been
researched (Peck, Roeser, Zarrett, & Eccles, 200earch also exists on why parents
choose to homeschool (Green & Hoover-Dempsey, 200in)ited research exists
specifically on the involvement of homeschool stitden public school extracurricular
activities.

If it is seen through the study that homeschodiig@pation in public school
extracurricular activities is a desired outcome palicy and laws are made to allow the
participation to occur, it will have a pronounceapiact on the homeschool population of
west Tennessee. Options for participation thaevmet previously accessible will now
be accessible. It is possible that the abilitpadicipate in public school extracurricular
activities might open doors for homeschooled sttgland their futures that would not
have been so easily opened beforehand. If the stunlvs that homeschool participation
in public school extracurricular activities is reotlesired outcome, it will allow policy
makers to stop discussing this policy for the timeeng. Fredricks & Eccles (2006)

discuss the benefits of extracurricular activitrestudents’ lives. The research



conducted in Tennessee might model further resdhatltan be conducted in other
states that are facing similar issues with thagisiumber of homeschooling families.

The goal of all educators, public, private, andhieechooling is to best meet the
needs of the students. All students are creat&bitis image and should be treated with
integrity and respect as fellow image-bearers aisthThis study assisted in discovering
if allowing homeschool students to participate ublic school extracurricular activities
will help to meet more of the homeschool studenégds. It explored whether
homeschool participation in public school extramutdar activities is a desire, or a need,
and if it should be addressed in the future bygyohiakers.

Research Questions

The following questions guided this study:

Research Question 1Why would homeschool parents in west Tennesseg allo
their child to participate or not participate in plic school extracurricular activities if
available? This question established the thoughts and pearepdf homeschool
parents regarding homeschool participation in gudthool extracurricular activities.

Research Question 2What are the perceptions bbmeschool parents in west
Tennessee with high school age child(ren) aboutetuiiegislation concerning
homeschool participation in public school extradoatar activities? This was to
discover if there was a reason behind the lackuodyot for this option or if it is because
homeschool families in west Tennessee are not alwatdhomeschool families in other
states have the option to participate in publiostextracurricular activities, or that they

simply are not interested.



Research Question 3Why are homeschool students involved in extracuiliarc
activities? This question established the value homeschoolifsplace on
extracurricular activities (HSLDA, n.d). It alsotaslished which extracurricular
activities are most important to various families.

Delimitations

Delimitations to be taken in the study include oinlerviewing a set number of
participants as well as only allowing a certain @mto participate in the focus group.
Another delimitation of this study is only interwang parents from west Tennessee with
homeschooled high school age students.

Research Plan

After IRB approval, the local homeschooling orgamian was contacted and
asked to send a survey to all homeschooling fasndfenigh school students in west
Tennessee. The survey is from the 2005 NationakEleold Education Survey by the
National center for Educational Statistics. Aromfied consent form was also sent with
the survey. The survey asked about the familyrfig@pation in extracurricular activities.
From the responses, families were chosen thahaodvied in the most extracurricular
activities, per child, outside of the public schegstem. Eight parents were interviewed
in this qualitative study utilizing the collectivase study design and a list was kept with
other families’ contact information to interviewséturation or redundancies was not
reached. Yin (2009) describes,

One type of case study interview is an in-deptariiew. You can ask key

respondents about the facts of a matter as wéleasopinion about events. In

some situations, you may even ask the interviewgedpose her or his own



insights into certain occurrences and may use pumpositions as the basis for

further inquiry (p. 107).

Yin also states, “The interviewee also can suggtmr persons for you to interviews, as
well as other sources of evidence” (p.107). Boy@D@ regards 2 to 10 participants or
research subjects as sufficient to reach saturadi@eparate group of 8 parents was
chosen, for a focus group, from the survey who alochoose to seek outside sources of
supplemental activities for their child(ren). Therents who do not choose to seek
outside sources of supplemental activities forrtbeild(ren) were chosen for a focus
group rather than individual interviews as it wapéd the focus group will encourage
rich conversation and though provoking commentsragribe participants.

A collective case study was the best design farribsearch due to the desire to
discover the thoughts and perceptions of diffepaméents regarding the current
legislation of homeschool student participatiopirlic school extracurricular activities
in Tennessee rather than just one parent or gerehts. Each parent is a different case
in the study. A case study is also appropriatéHis research because a contemporary
phenomenon is being examined in a real life conféxt, 2003). According to Yin
(2003) a case study design should be considered:Wdethe focus of the study is to
answer “how”and “why” questions; (b) you cannot mpattate the behaviour of those
involved in the study; (c) you want to cover corite conditions because you believe
they are relevant to the phenomenon under studigt)dhe boundaries are not clear
between the phenomenon and context. Stake (18&8&Hsvhen discussing collective
case studies, “balance and variety are importamodunity to learn is of primary

importance” (p. 6).



The parents were called via the phone by the reseaand asked for an
interview at a time and place of their conveniensietes were taken of the interview and
transcribed at a later time. Elliot (2010) writdssome of the benefits of taking notes
when interviewing as: keeps one more alert to whainterviewee is saying, the act of
writing actively engages one’s brain with the miaiethe interview is more interactive
due to frequent checking in with the interviewaap&guous comments that need
clarification are more likely to be identified thugh note taking, the interviewee feels
they are taken seriously when everything is writtewn, the interviewee can make
corrections when they see what is being writtefords$ the interviewee periodic
breathers in which to gather their thoughts, amdlatwvs the interviewee more time to
change, augment or improve their answers as nkitggtangenders more thoughtful
answers. Zinsser (1998) writes,

With practice you will write faster and develop soform of shorthand. You'll

find yourself devising abbreviations for often-useords and also omitting the

small connective syntax. As soon as the intervgeaver, fill in all the missing
words you can remember. Complete the uncompbetatences. Most of them

will still be lingering just within the bounds oécall (pp. 107-108).

The interviews were semi-structured and last apprately one hour. The parents were
also asked to fill in a blank month calendar threttves the lessons and other
extracurricular activities their child(ren) parpeite in during a typical month. No
follow-up interviews were needed.

A separate group of parents of homeschooled hlugbd students who do not

actively participate in extracurricular activitieatside of the local public school system



were asked to participate in a focus group. Mord&®97) describes a benefit of focus
groups as providing “direct evidence about simikasi and differences in the

participants’ opinions and experiences as oppaseedching such conclusions from post
hoc analysis of separate statements from eaclvieweze” (p. 10). The group’s
interaction with one another was hoped to stimuiate discussion regarding
homeschool participation in public school extramudar activities in Tennessee. It was
important to include parents who do not chooseni dutside sources for their child(ren)
for supplemental activities to be included in thely as the reasons were hoped to hold

valuable information for the study.



CHAPTER TWO: LITERATURE REVIEW

Introduction

Exploring the pros and cons of allowing the inatsof homeschoolers in public
school extracurricular or supplemental activitegmportant due to the growing
popularity of the choice of homeschooling to edaaate’s child(ren). Lips and Feinberg
(2009) state, “the establishment of legal homeslhgoights across the country has
facilitated strong growth in the number of youngsteeing educated at home” (p.22).
Lips and Feinberg (2008) define homeschooling as diternative form of education in
which children are instructed at home rather thamteaditional public or private school.
Children who are homeschooled are instructed bgrsay guardians, or other tutors”
(p.2). Previous research has been conducted brth@positive and negative effects of
extracurricular activities on students. A limitaehount of research has been conducted
on the inclusion of homeschool students in puldlws| extracurricular activities.
Isenberg (2007) writes, “The main barrier to reskam homeschooling has been lack of
data” (p. 389). This literature review will endea¥o merge the research that has been
completed on homeschooling and the research tisabden completed on the effects of
extracurricular activities on students.

The growing number of homeschool families in Teeesn the last two decades
is bringing legal questions and concerns to theffont. The fight for the right to have
homeschool students participate in public schotriaexrricular sports activities will be
much more effective if research shows that padiogm has a positive impact on
academic achievement. If there is not a positivgact on the academic achievement of

homeschool students then there is not a needdarittvolvement from an academic

10



standpoint. Research will then need to be comglieten another angle. If there is a
positive impact on the academic achievement of lsohm@olers through their
participation in public school extracurricular adies then the steps need to be taken to
integrate the homeschool students in the publio@atxtracurricular activities.

Angelis (2008) conducted a qualitative doctoratigtan homeschool partnerships
in the state of Maryland. Angelis concluded that,

Families, regardless of their reason to home scinaible target population, noted

that some subjects are easier to teach than otretghey would welcome the

opportunity for their children to participate iraskes and other offerings by the

public school system. This interest in public sdhadterings is a reflection of a

trend nationwide in which home schooling families partnering with local

public schools in order to take advantage of emgktudents in certain academic

classes and extracurricular activities (p. 119).

Kilgore (2009) conducted an exploratory case stodscertain the perceptions
of public school administrators regarding homestpadicipation in public school
extracurricular activities specifically in Oklahomale found that administrators felt that
a partnership must exist between parents and progdministrators for any program to
be effective. Those interviewed were strong sutgpsof public school and did not feel
that enough accountability was expected of thogedhoose to homeschool their
children. Eley (2006) conducted a study regardmegpartnership that exists in Arizona
between homeschoolers and public schools. It aasd that the number of
homeschoolers greatly increased when legislatiamg®d that allowed parents to

homeschool their children without taking a compeyetest. Arizona allows dual
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enrollment of homeschoolers into public schoolsohtallows for the public schools to
get partial funding that covers the influx of homiesol students. It is important to note
that at the time of this study not all of the sdhaistricts in Arizona take part in the dual
enrollment program for homeschoolers.

Adams (1992) completed a study about a specifiedszhool community in
Arizona. This study was took place before sigafficlegislation changes in Arizona
took place. The participants of the study answeresgstions such as:

What barriers exist that prevent home schoolers f@gailing themselves of

district resources? What is the level of interaststablishing a county-wide

program of home school/public school partnershgt thakes use of all the public
schools have to offer in materials, programs, ardgnnel? What kind of
accountability would these families be willing tocapt in order to have that type

of program? (p.73).

It is interesting to note that all of these stgdiave taken place in the past twenty
years regarding homeschool and public school pasttiEs across the nation and yet a
clear cut answer has yet to be found that fitseds of all states and all people.
Theoretical Framework

Using Vygotsky’s (1960) sociocultural theory one ce that one’s involvement
in extracurricular activities is important to on@arsonal development. Vygotsky
(1978),

Every function in the child's cultural developmappears twice: first, on the
social level, and later, on the individual levelst, between people

(interpsychological) and then inside the childr@pisychological). This applies

12



equally to voluntary attention, to logical memoand to the formation of
concepts. All the higher functions originate asiattelationships between
individuals (p57).

Tharp and Gallimore (1998) write,
This view has profound implications for teachingh®oling, and education. A
key feature of this emergent view of human develepins that higher order
functions develop out of social interaction. Vydgtargues that a child's
development cannot be understood by a study ahtheidual. We must also
examine the external social world in which thatwdlal life has developed
(p.6).

Through working in a group an individual can comahderstand how a group, culture,

and/or society functions as well as learn aboungeves as an individual
Tudge and Rogoff (1999 ) write, “Vygotsky’s thegtaces a central focus of

social interaction as a medium in which childremedep, with people who are more

skilled in the intellectual technologies of a cudt@assisting children in learning” (p. 32).
We suggest that shared thinking involving coortiareof joint activity is central
to the benefits of social interaction. We consiti@t social interaction does not
carry blanket benefits, as is often assumed,Haitdocial interaction facilitates
development under certain circumstances that mewd specification. One of
the most important of these appears to be thalpligsfor the participant to
understand another perspective, or participagenmore advanced skill, either
through active observation or through joint invaivent in problem solving (p.

32).

13



Extracurricular activities are indeed a socialiatgion from which students can learn
from others that are more skilled than themselndbe activity before them. Itis
important to note that the student will be learningre than just the activity though, be it
art, science, sports, foreign language, etc; tingesits will also be learning about
interactions with others, self-control, followingetctions among a plethora of other
characteristics.

Review of the Literature

Homeschooling.Parents choose to homeschool (Aasen, 2010; Grddooker-
Dempsey, 2007) for several reasons (a) they féest fits with their lifestyle, (b) they
feel that they are ultimately responsible for tladid’s learning, (c) and/or they believe
that they can academically help their child thet.b&sontana (2011) wrote, “It seemed to
me that with the extra eight hours each day tleauld invest in my children, | could
teach them many life skills and heritage arts ¥ete becoming rare” (pp. 43-44). Irvine
(2009) listed other reasons parents might chookenteschool as: “worries about school
safety, finding the current culture’s early sex dndgs not to their liking, or annoyance
with the schools’ tendency to ‘teach to the test'sus a more immersed learning
experience” (p. 36).

Homeschooling can take place in many different wd4sReynolds, 2007) and
for some: (a) homeschooling is child-led (Wheat309); (b) use a purchased
curriculum; (c) operate under an umbrella of a chufd) utilize a virtual charter school
(Klein & Poplin, 2008); (e) while others are helttauntable by their local public school
system (Huerta, Gonzalez, & D’Entremont, 2006pm$& parents collaborate with other

homeschooling families while others do everythiogaol related individually. Some

14



homeschoolers participate in extracurricular atégion their own through private
organizations when it is not possible to particgpatth one’s local public school system
(Bentley, 2008). McKeon (2007) conducted a redeatedy on whether a homeschool
family’s regional location, ethnicity, or religiowdfiliation influence the style of
homeschool operated, the reading curriculum chasemell as the specific instructional
practices implemented. The study found that threadgaphics of the homeschooling
community has changed drastically in the last J&rgehowever a family’s religion
seemed to have the greatest impact on the choiade regarding how to homeschool.

Extracurricular Activities. Extracurricular activities often involve some time
commitment outside of the regular school day. &odrricular activities can include
sports, arts, clubs, gifted and talented programsyell as science labs. Extracurricular
activities generally take place after school haurduring a free period, such as study
hall, during the school day. Different research &gplored which types of
extracurricular activities have the most positivgact, which extracurricular activities
have the most negative impact, how much time irv@Iw participation in the
extracurricular activity is necessary for the impactake place, as well as the variety of
supplemental activities in which an individual papates (Fredricks & Eccles, 2006;
Fredricks & Eccles, 2006; Fredricks & Eccles, 208&nger, 2010; Wade et al. 2006).
Reeves (2008) challenges schools to rethink sqtaalies regarding extracurricular
activity participation; instead of removing struiggl teens from supplemental activities
they should be encouraged to participate as tHidoost their academic scores as well
as attendance.

Positive aspects of extracurricular activity partidpation. The effects of

15



involvement in extracurricular activities on theynadolescents feel about themselves
has been studied (Fredricks & Eccles, 2010; MaSahmidt, Abraham, Walker, &
Tercyak, 2009; Strapp & Farr, 2010; Wade et al.&30Ctudies (Ara, Vincente-
Rodriguez, Perez-Gomez, Jimenez-Ramirez, Serranch8a, Dorado, & Calbert, 2006;
Dumais, 2009; Gadbois & Bowker, 2007) have shovan tinere is a difference between
males and females and the effects of extracurrn@dvities on self-esteem. Studies
(Barnett, 2007; Goodman & Philip, 2006; Fredrick&é&cles, 2006; Peck, Roeser,
Zarrett & Eccles, 2008; Shi, Nakamura, Kizuki, lapSeino, & Talano, 2006) have also
shown that specific extracurricular activities havere of an effect than others. The
Wade et al. (2006) study examined adolescents &4 of age and found that girls
involved in sports had significantly higher seltessm than those involved in music; there
was not as much of a difference in the boys’ seléem (Fredricks & Eccles, 2006). In
Fredricks and Eccles (2006) study, it shows thatlreaports ought to be one of the first
public school extracurricular activities that aomsidered for homeschool student
participation. It also must be considered thatetfiects that extracurricular activities
might have on homeschoolers might be quite diffetiesn the effects on public school
students. For example excelling or not doing wellld affect public school students
throughout their day as they are constantly suiedrby their peers throughout the day.
This may not necessarily be the case for homesetd@ldents who go home after
participating in the supplemental activities.

The relationship between involvement in extracuttac activities and math
achievement and college expectations has alsodmezlationally studied (Dumais,

2009). Regardless of gender, students who paat@ipin extracurricular activities were
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found to have higher expectations regarding attendollege. Students who spent the
majority of their time watching television or hangiout with friends did not have as
high of a college expectancy score. “There wdenagender differences in the
association between activities and math scoresptgender differences in the
association between activities and college expectsit (p. 72) The study suggests that
extracurricular activities may be beneficial todgnts and their college expectations and
that homeschool students would also benefit fromnittieraction (HSLDA, 2007).

Mahoney (2001) wrote that students involvemenchmosl activities helps
alleviate some anti-social behavior. This studyuded 695 participants in the
southeastern portion of the United States. Thésred the study at ten years of age and
were tracked annually until high school graduatidiney were then interviewed again at
the age of twenty and then again at twenty-foune fiesults were “found for participants
in general but was especially strong in those wdmb reviously displayed antisocial
behaviors” (p.6). The study showed there weredesp outs as well as less arrests
among the students who participated in extracuarcgchool activities.

Negative aspects of extracurricular activities paitipation. Another important
aspect to consider regarding extracurricular d@etwis the potential negative impact on a
student who auditions for a competitive team inalihthere are limited openings, and
the student does not make the team. This phenamfe®more of an effect on
adolescent girls than on boys (Barnett, 2007; W&aey, Jenkins, Malqued, & Bainum,
2006). Itis important to note that this phenomrenway not feel the same to a
homeschooler who does not spend large amountsiefutiith the other students as a

public school student would. Barnett (2006) writes
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The depression, anxiety, self-doubt, and withdraweath social and school

relationships, and the loss in some cases of @lesels and social networks,

would strongly suggest that these types of extramuar activities are only

positive for those who are allowed admission §8)5
This phenomenon is not limited to cheer or danamtealone. Barnett (2007) and Wade
et al. (2006) research emphasizes that much pigramd continued research needs to
take place before allowing homeschool participatiopublic school extracurricular
activities.

Drozd, Morgan, & Bohnert (2006) conducted a sinstardy regarding the way
extracurricular activity involvement effects emeisoand emotional regulation among
adolescents. Drozd et al. (2006) found that adelets who were involved in
extracurricular activities, especially sports, In&gjative effects on their emotional
control. The study stated that these results didmatch the results of previous studies
conducted, such as the one conducted by Wadd20@6). Drozd et al. (2006) stated
that the results being contrary to previous studigght be due to the selection process,
and that future studies should involve a largergamit is important that continued
research takes place regarding the benefits otbeaefits of extracurricular activities
especially in regards to homeschool participatiopublic school extracurricular
activities.

Darling, Caldwell, & Smith (2005) found that adatests who participated in
extracurricular sports were found to have increadeahol consumption, but the same is
not true of their counterparts who were involveaiher types of extracurricular

activities other than sports such as theater, masit art. According to Darling et al.
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(2005) it is hard to control demographic factorsuich a study and to justify that the
same types of students are involved in differepésyof extracurricular activities.
Research also shows that participating in a widege of extracurricular activities
minimized the amount of risky peers an adolesceayt have (Fredricks & Eccles, 2006).

Types of homeschool extracurricular activities.Homeschoolers often form
cooperatives (co-ops) that have their own extracuiar activities. Homeschool parents
might want their child involved in special scierlabs or foreign language labs since
these areas may not be personal strengths of teatpar they do not have the necessary
equipment. Willingham (2008) describes educatiaoalperatives for homeschoolers as:

Homeschool families tap into one another's skilid expertise, often taking

turns teaching classes. They may pool financiaue®s and contract out for

teachers or tutors, use community learning prograinhscal libraries and

museums, and organize field trips to a varietylatgs (p. 60).

It is possible that their homeschooling co-op cqariovide these opportunities, but it
would depend on how many homeschoolers are ingbgrgphical area as well as how
many are involved in the co-op itself.

Public school extracurricular activities. It is evident that there are positive and
negative effects of involvement in extracurricudativities (Dumais, 2009; Fredricks &
Eccles, 2006; Peguero, 2006; Wade et al. 2006un&aries and checks and balances
must be placed on the activities for the activitebave a positive effect. There is a fine
line between parental encouragement and parerssyre in regard to extracurricular
activities. Extracurricular activities can haveaxial benefit to those involved by

allowing the students to interact with their peeart-Butler & Hagewen (2011) state
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that adolescent involvement in extracurriculanatstiis “is thought to contribute to these
developmental processes by providing importantsskuilding social networks, and
shaping self-concepts” (p. 576). However, extracular activities can also have
negative effects on students through negative p@msure as well as dealing with the
emotions of not being accepted onto a team bea#uaek of skill or lack of open
positions (Barnett, 2007; Wade et al. 2006).
If homeschooling parents desire their child torbelved in extracurricular activities and
sports, they need to stay involved and make s@me thre more positive effects on their
child(ren) than negative ones. Jackson (2006)enrot

There are home educating families who do not exccfadmal education as an

option when planning the education of their chifgreven when experiences have

been negative. Positive experiences with educatiofessionals could lead to

beneficial relationships with these families anddsints (pp. 80-81).
It would also be important for a homeschool patergnsure that their child(ren) are
adapting well among their public school peers. theoimportant aspect that should be
addressed by the homeschooling parent is thatitiséiyict their child(ren) to follow the
authority that is set in place in public schodlsany special rules and regulations are put
in place for the participation of homeschool studehomeschool families should strictly
adhere to these guidelines for the continued oppayt

It is also important to look at the way in whichnadistrators view
homeschoolers. Kilgore (2009) wrote a dissertabased on the public school
administrators’ perceptions regarding homeschomia. This is a critical aspect to

explore because administrators are often decisikers and set the mood of their
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school. The administrators Kilgore (2009) workethwdiscussed their feelings about
homeschooling families in general and not in redargdarticipation in extracurricular
activities. Administrators felt that homeschootgrds should work with administrators
and teachers keeping their child(ren) enrolleduhligc school, rather than homeschool
their child(ren). It is possible that if the majgrof administrators feel this way toward
homeschooling families they might resent theiripgrétion in public school
extracurricular activities.

Partnerships. Terpstra (1994) writes of a unique partnership keetw
homeschool families and public school system indowhis partnership offers dual
enrollment which allow for the homeschooling faeslito enroll in any academic
programs, extracurricular activities or specialsms needed. They view this as a “team
effort in alternative education” (p. 57). The mé#yof the homeschool students who
participate in the dual enrollment program utilazé music, chorus, physical education,
band and a few specific classes and labs.

Webb (1997) discusses the growing phenomenon oekohool students being
allowed to participate in public school extracwitar activities in his research. “The
essential question to ascertain whether a homestathgtudent should be allowed to
participate in interscholastic activities or higiheol sports is: whether that individual
has a right to participate or whether participaimmerely a privilege” (p.126). Webb
begins with an example of a high school junior teaaiught the school’s curriculum at
home, so his mother can include religious trainimg, he is allowed to come to school to
be on the school’'s wrestling team as well as tloghfall team. His mother teaches the

school’s curriculum to stay in compliance of théesuof eligibility required for
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participation. Webb made an interesting point thate is not usually an uprising among
public school parents when a homeschool studentswarbe a part of the French club,
but there is when an involvement in athletics isigel. Webb also stated that
homeschool families often create co-ops to meét thddren’s extracurricular needs but
this does not work when a student wants to purtetecs seriously.

Dailey (1999) states, “Despite recent improvementee home schooling
curriculum, it is not feasible to conduct variousracurricular activities, such as
organized sport, band, or choral groups in the Hgme29). The article later states, “a
home school cannot replicate sophisticated lali®@ries found in organized schools”
(p- 29). Dailey discusses the fact that many garéecide to homeschool because they
feel that it is the best educational option fortichildren but at the same time, they know
that they cannot offer all things at home and wadiliel to partner with the local public
school system.

Luebke (1999) discusses homeschooling specificaliije state of Washington in
his research. Luebke gave many facts regardinguhers of students homeschooled
in the state as well as the reasoning behind betirg homeschooled. The debate of their
involvement in public school extracurricular adii®s is in Wisconsin as well.
Homeschool parents feel that if their children rmoeallowed to participate it is
discrimination. School administrators also feat tihthey allow homeschoolers to
participate it is discrimination. School admingtrs also fear that if they allow
homeschoolers to participate they will be settimgnselves up for increases
governmental regulations.

Legislation. The number of homeschooling families has greattygased in the
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last two decades. Estimates of the number of hedueated students range from 1.7 %
to 3% of the student population (Blok, 2003). Salstates in the United States have
passed legislation regarding the involvement of éschool students in the
extracurricular activities of the public school ®ras of the area (HSLDA, 2011).
Florida seems to be one of the trailblazers injthusney with the Craig Dickinson Act
which became law in May 1996 (Florida Statues 232)éhich is explained in detail by
The Home Education Foundation (http://www.flhef/ptf/Extra%20Curricular.pdf) .
Goodbread (2006) elaborates that the Craig Dickinsd allows homeschoolers to take
part in the extracurricular activities at publicdgprivate schools . In order to be eligible
for participation, the homeschooler must maintamiaimum GPA of 2.0, cannot be
convicted of a felony, can only participate in aities where the student is zoned. The
student must show educational progress as decid#telparent and principal and must
start the extracurricular activity at the beginnofghe season or semester. The
Dickinson Act also holds the school district totaer standards including non-
discrimination against homeschool participatioextracurricular activities and provision
of insurance that covers homeschool students isdahee way that it covers public school
students. The district is also prohibited frormjng any organizations that discriminates
against homeschool students. Lebeda (2007) steitedawyers involved in
homeschooling disputes should be familiar with ®tes of this argument” ( pp. 101-
102).

Alabama has legislation that has been discussepkittecouple of years regarding
this subject, the Tim Tebow Bill Senate Bill 329{k$e Bill 334. This is described in

The State of Alabama “Tim Tebow Bill” (2008). THs#l would allow homeschool
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students to participate in extracurricular actesti The Bill was first introduced to the
state House and Senate in 2006. The Bill wasroglnted in 2008 in the Senate but
failed to make it out of Committee. The Bill fadlelue to liability concerns, cost,
eligibility assessment, as well as the fear thélipischools would be overwhelmed by
interested students.

At this point twenty-four states currently allowrymg degrees of access for
homeschool students to participate in extracuraicattivities in public schools. The
Home School Legal Defense Association (2007) listede states as Arizona, Colorado,
Florida, Idaho, lllinois, lowa, Maine, MassachusgMichigan, Minnesota, Nebraska,
Nevada, New Hampshire, New Mexico, North DakotaioQ8@regon, Pennsylvania,
Rhode Island, South Dakota, Utah, Vermont, Wasbmgnd Wyoming. Massachusetts,
Rhode Island, and South Dakota allow sports padtmn through athletic associations.
Colorado, Idaho, lllinois, lowa, Michigan, Nebraskz#hio, Utah, and Washington require
homeschool students to be partially or dually dadbin public schools.

Pittman (2005) wrote of a specific case in Michiglaat denied a homeschool
student the ability to participate in extracurremudctivities at their local public school.
The district stated they must be enrolled 20 hausgek in order to participate and the
court upheld this. Pittman ended with a synogsas tourts have routinely upheld the
rights of parents to homeschool their children, imxe also upheld the right to deny their
participation in extracurricular activities withthe public school setting. Pittman stated
that participation in public school extracurricudantivities is not a right as homeschool
parents often think.

In 2005, Pennsylvania passed legislation that atbhhomeschool students to take
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part in the extracurricular activities of their &@ublic schools. These extracurricular
activities include “sports, clubs, theatrical protdons, and musical ensembles” (Zehr,
2005, p. 25). Before the governor signed theitid law, over half of the school districts
in Pennsylvania barred homeschool students fromicgeating in public school
extracurricular activities. Pennsylvania was ifteénth state to allow homeschool
students access to public school extracurriculaviaies.

Recently, a dissertation was written examininggbssibility of homeschool
partnerships with public school districts (Ange?808). Angelis (2008) looked
specifically at the state of Maryland. The authegan with exploring the various
reasons parents decide to homeschool their childfée author interviewed eight
families to discover what issues they dealt witthasieschoolers and whether interest
existed in extracurricular activities in the puldichools if available. Charts included in
the dissertation showed each family’s responsésetwarious questions.

Eight states are currently proposing bills for d@ezess for homeschoolers
(HSLDA, 2011). The concerns regarding this issuduide but are not limited to: costs
that may be incurred by homeschool student padiicp, liability issues related to
students that are not actively involved in theli@d district, academic eligibility issues,
abuse by those who struggle with attendance ardkauas in public schools, and an
extreme influx of homeschool students using pusditool services. There are already
government restrictions to homeschooling (Coopér@ureau, 2007; Yuracko, 2008)
such as the freedom to homeschool, testing of homoeders, special education (Parsons
& Lewis, 2010), official monitoring of homeschoagiSoronen, 2006), use of public

school resources, partial public school attendd@Radeciotta & Bielick, 2006) . Some
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parents with homeschooled children fear greatéricasns will result if homeschool
students are allowed to participate. Parents blipgchool children fear that their
children will lose out on positions they think thehildren are entitled to as a result of
attending those schools. School administratoeshers, and coaches who view
extracurriculars as an extension of the formal ethommunity often feel that a
dimension will be lost if homeschool students dirofor an activity without having
connections and accountability for the full schexberience.

A concern also arises that allowing homeschoolecsss to public school
extracurricular sports activities will increase thember of children home educated
(Alexander, 2010). There are many people acrassdhntry that choose not to
homeschool their children because they or theldodm want access to specific programs
available only at public schools. If the numbdrb@meschooling families continue to
rise, this could impact school enrollment evengufdl public school, possibly causing
loss of jobs for teachers and loss of funds folipugzhools.

Due to the increase in number of homeschoolinglfesnmore issues are coming
to the forefront as these families desire to haveenights for their families. One of
these rights is the participation of Tennessee lschmol students in public school
supplemental activities. Tennessee General Assestdies that House Bill 1631

This bill revises present law regarding home schoblnder present law, a home

school is a school conducted by a parent or a ggmidian for their own

children. In the case of special needs courses, asi laboratory sciences,

vocational education, or special education, fomeple, premises approved by the

local directors of schools may be used. Publiostfacilities may be used by
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home school participants with the approval of el director of schools. This
bill removes the provisions specifically authorzithe use of premises approved
by the local director of schools for special neealsrses. This bill specifies that
public school facilities may be used by home stpadicipants with the
approval of the “principal of the school involveidistead of the “local director of
schools. This bill specifies that such use of pusthool facilities would be at
the expense of the party requesting the use.
This bill was passed on May 12, 2011. This bikslmot make provisions for
homeschool students collaborating with the puldltosl students but rather in using the
facilities at their own expense if approved by phiacipal.
Summary
It is known that extracurricular activity participan has benefits to the students
who participate in them. It is not known the betsepecifically to homeschool students’
participation in public school extracurricular adies. It is also unknown why if
research shows that extracurricular activity pgréiton in beneficial to the general
population, why more homeschool parents are ndirsgehis as an option for their
child(ren). This study sought to answer the questi@garding the thoughts and
perceptions of homeschool parents regarding tindol(cen)’s participation in public
school extracurricular activities. Answering thisestion helps build the research base
regarding homeschool students specifically in m@ga participation in public school

activities.
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CHAPTER THREE: METHODOLOGY

Introduction

This chapter describes the methods used in a gtiaditcase study regarding
possible homeschool participation in public schedtacurricular activities in west
Tennessee. Legislation does not allow full pgration by homeschool students in
public school extracurricular activities at thisqto The study sought to discover the
thoughts and perceptions of homeschool parentsdieggthe current legislation and if
they were interested in it changing to allow horhest participation. Extracurricular
activities often involve some time commitment odésof the regular school day.
Extracurricular or supplemental activities can uatd sports, arts, clubs, gifted and
talented programs, as well as science labs. Hxtiaalar activities generally take place
after school hours or during a free period, sucstagy hall, during the school day. The
importance and worth of this study was examinelde fesearch questions, research
design, participants and setting are describeenafth. The role of the researcher is
given as well as the methods used for both dataeatmn and data analysis. Research is
used to support the research design and data tofexnd analysis decisions made. The
limitations and delimitations are also examined.

Research Design

This study was conducted as a qualitative colleatase study. Case studies are
used to explore the intricacies of a single cas&kés 1995, p. xi). This study is a
collective case study because multiple cases wiitodied. Eight parents were
individually interviewed and seven parents took praa focus group for a total of fifteen

cases. “Qualitative research aims to addressigunestoncerned with developing an
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understanding of the meaning and experience dimessif humans’ lives and social
worlds” (Fossey, Harvey, MCDermott, & Davidson, 200. 717). Case study research
lends itself to this study because case studiss aiit of “the desire to understand
complex social phenomena” (Yin, 2003, p. 2). Theagphenomenon in this study is the
growing number of homeschool families in Tennessekthe current legislation
regarding their participation in public school exturricular activities. Although the
researcher understands that with the study of pleltases the depth is reduced, multiple
cases are used in this study for the purpose ahgdd generalizability.

The purpose of this study was to seek answersdigginow parents, whose
children are actively involved in extracurriculatigities outside of the public school
system, as well as those parents whose childrencaractively involved in
extracurricular activities outside of the publitisol system feel about current legislation
regarding homeschool participation in public schedtacurricular activities. The
purpose is not for the study to evolve into a pmditaction plan, but rather, to ascertain
the reasons parents are not pursuing the participat public school extracurricular
activities for their child(ren). The parents tha¢ asked already show, through their
actions, that they value extracurricular activitsgsfinding opportunities for their
child(ren) to participate. The reasons why homestparents would allow or not allow
their child(ren) to participate in public schookecurricular activities in Tennessee, if

they were available, are explored.

Research Question 1Why would homeschool parents in west Tennesseg allo
their child to participate or not participate in plic school extracurricular activities if

available?
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Research Question 2What are the perceptions of homeschool parentest w
Tennessee with high school age child(ren) aboutetuiiegislation concerning
homeschool participation in public school extracaatar activities?

Research Question 3Why are homeschool students involved in extracuiliaic
activities?

Participants

Criterion purposeful sampling (Patton, 1990) of lesghool parents in west
Tennessee who homeschool their high school agérehiland allow their children to be
involved in one or more extracurricular activitegsart from the local school system.
Each parent was the unit of analysis or case istidy. It was attempted to secure
interviewees with children of various genders atihigities. Criterion sampling was
essential for this study as it is important that plarents be from Tennessee due to the
fact that the study is focused on the homescha@ns thoughts and perceptions
regarding the current legislation regarding théusizity of homeschool students in
Tennessee. Criterion sampling was important bectnesresearcher wanted to
investigate parents that meet a certain critepagifically allowing their children to
participate in extracurricular activities apartrfréhe local public school system. Patton
(2002) describes the use of purposeful samplimgofmation-rich cases are those from
which one can learn a great deal about issuesntfateémportance to the purpose of the
inquiry” (p. 230). It is important to use critengampling to secure interviews with the
parents that allow their child(ren) to participatesupplemental activities as well as
secure parents who do not seek out sources foftesupptal activities for their child(ren)

for the focus group.
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Eight parents were interviewed and the intervietop@ed at the point of
saturation or redundancy. Lincoln and Guba (1@#%ne redundancy as sampling being
“terminated when no new information is forthcomingm newly sampled units (p.

202).” It can be argued that redundancy is suhjediut credibility controls can by
utilized such as triangulation to ensure that #s=archers values, etc. are not influencing
when the cases are redundant. Eight parents whotddhoose to find outside sources for
supplemental activities for their child(ren) wesked to participate in a focus group.
Homeschool parents with high school aged childiiéedfout a survey. From this survey
it was seen whether they allowed their child(renparticipate in extracurricular

activities or not. This discovery placed the p&en the interview group versus the
focus group. Those that allowed participationxtracurricular activities were asked to
interview and those that did not allow participatia extracurricular activities were

asked to participate in the focus group. All pésdhat participated in the interviews and
focus group were mothers. The participants alh¢péemale was a surprise to the
researcher and not something that had been planrsadicited.

Setting

Memphis-Area Home Education Association (MHEA) whssen as it was an
efficient way to contact parents that met the gatef allowing their child(ren) to
participate in extracurricular activities outsidette local public school system. The
website of the organization describes itsktt://www.memphishomeschool.org/) as,,

“a membership-based, Christian organization, déelicto serving home educators by
providing support, encouragement, and assistadegnaing homeschooling;

safeguarding and promoting parental authority imcation.” There are other independent
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homeschool associations in the area but MHEA haattgest membership at this time
with over 700 families. The contact informatiom MHEA was retrieved from a web
search. The researcher called MHEA via telephodedéscussed the study and need for
participants.

This study took place in west Tennessee. The deapbics of the area
homeschoolers is suburban. The interviews of tmdschool parents took place at
times and locations that were convenient to thexa Appendix B). Phone interviews
took place when necessary but face to face intessigere preferred. The parents were
contacted through a local homeschool organizatiGiEM.

Researcher’s Role

The researcher was the human instrument in thaystAs a former
homeschooled student who plans to homeschool hercbidren in the future, the
researcher is extremely interested in the thougdisperceptions of homeschool parents
regarding the current legislation in Tennesseero#gg homeschool student participation
in public school extracurricular activities. Thesearcher is aware of the reasons the
researcher’s parents homeschooled the researathénenesearcher’s siblings, as well as
the reasons the researcher and researcher’s huatgpthnning on homeschooling their
children. The researcher is unsure if these reagmnsimilar to the other parents’
motivations in west Tennessee or if this is relévarnhe study. As a child, the
researcher attended a mega church and had a plethextracurricular activities
available. The researcher also was not very istedein sports so even if extracurricular
had been available through the public school syskemmesearcher would not have been

involved as a child. The researcher wants heddnl to have every opportunity
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available to them if it is beneficial to them andnwa clear understanding of this issue
regarding homeschool participation in public schedfracurricular activities.

The researcher had no personal relationships tpatteipants. This is beneficial
to the credibility and reliability of the study g researcher was able to collect and
analyze data with minimal bias. The researcheebeé that all are created in God’s
image and should, as a result, be treated witlgiityeand respect. These values and
beliefs guided the researcher in this study whe&sracting with the participants. Also, as
the researcher, truth was sought, whether it was whs expected, or desired, or not.
Procedures

Data collection.

The researcher turned in the expedited applicatidhe IRB (see Appendix A).
When necessary changes were made and the appliea®approved, the local
homeschooling organization was contacted. A mgetias scheduled with the president
of the organization explaining the proposed reseaihey were asked to send a survey
to all homeschooling families of high school stuiden west Tennessee that are involved
in the organization, 700 families total. An infathconsent form was sent with the
survey (see Appendix B). The survey (see AppendiasRed about the family’s
participation in extracurricular activities, whethbey participate, how many
extracurricular activities they participate in, whiactivities they participate in as well as
how they would classify themselves ethnicalllfrom the responses, it was attempted to
secure interviews with those that have childremasfous genders and ethnicities. The
parents were called via the phone by the reseaestteasked for an interview at a time

and place of their convenience. Eight intervievesenscheduled, with just one parent
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present from each family, but a list was kept vether families to interview if saturation
or redundancy was not reached. Informed consemisfavere signed before. Notes were
taken during the interviews and transcribed. iferviews were semi-structured and
lasted approximately one hour. The parents wes@ adked to fill in a blank month
calendar that showed the lessons and other exti@adar activities their child(ren)
participate in during a typical month. No follawp- interviews were needed.
Categorical aggregation as well as discoveringespondence and patterns was used to
analyze data.

Survey.

Surveys were sent to the homeschool families irt Wesnessee (see Appendix
B). The surveys helped to establish if the homesktfamilies are involved in
extracurricular activities apart from the local palschool system. This was essential for
the criterion sampling used in this study. Yin@2Psuggests that using a survey or
guestionnaire as part of a case study can “produaatitative data as part of the case
study evidence” (p. 91). It was also a cost effectind a time efficient manner in which
to identify possible interviewees among the honeeting families participating in
extracurricular activities in the target geographarea. The survey set up Research
Question 1: Why would homeschool parents in wesih&ssee allow their children to
participate or not participate in public schoolrextrricular activities if available? by
establishing if they are actually involved in exuaicular activities currently. Survey
guestion 1 asks, “Is/are your high school age athittiren involved in extracurricular
activities?” Survey question 2 asks, “If yes, haany extracurricular activities is/are

your high school age child/children involved inh&y question 3 asks, “Which
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extracurricular activities is/are your high schobild/children involved in? The last
survey question is a question of ethnicity whictves to make sure there is as much of
an equal representation of ethnicities in the inésvs and focus group as possible.

In developing the survey, the researcher took agenof the 2005 National
Household Education Survey by the National CemeEflucational Statistics (NCES).
This survey was designed to gather information feonational sample of families with
children in school. The surveys for this study eveent with a self-addressed envelope.
The survey asked questions such as: Are your eémlohvolved in extracurricular
activities? If so, how many extracurricular adias are they involved in? Are the
extracurricular activities fine arts, sports, fgrelanguage, or science labs? The surveys
were analyzed and families that have the most extrizgular activity participation will
be contacted first to set up interviews.

Interviews.

The second type of data to be collected was pergteaviews with one parent
representing each family. The interview was samiesured with the research questions
acting as the guiding questions on the interviewlgu The researcher was careful not to
ask the questions in such a way that guided teevigwees to answer in a particular
way. Interviewing helped to answer the researastons: (a) Why would homeschool
parents in west Tennessee allow their child to@p#te or not participate in public
school extracurricular activities if available?) Why have homeschool parents in west
Tennessee whose children are involved in one oemxiracurricular activities outside

of the public school system, not organized and hzsal to change the law regarding

35



homeschool participation in public school extramudar activities? And (c) Why are
homeschool students involved in extracurriculaivatts?

Interviewing skills are necessary when conductiagecstudy research such as
being a good listener and asking non guiding qaestihaving the ability of being
adaptive and flexible, as well as personally untd@ding the subject being studied and
being unbiased in one’s personal research. (MA32p. 59). The interviews took place
at a time and place that was convenient to theviewee. This researcher was sure not
to use guiding questions. Notes were taken ofrttegviews and transcribed. The
interviews were semi-structured as well as operénd he interviews included
guestions such as: Why do you homeschool? Why ttaaxricular activities have value
and importance in your family’s life? Why did ydecide to pursue extracurricular
activities?

The interviews followed Kvale’s (1996) seven stagkan interview investigation
(a) thematizing; (b) designing; (c) interviewing) transcribing; (e) analyzing; (f)
verifying; and (g) reporting (p. 88). The purpagehe study guided the research design
chosen. The interviews utilized an interview guaahel a reflective approach was used
for future questions. The interviews were thendaibed, analyzed, and verified for
generalizability and trustworthiness. Lincoln &dba (1985) discuss trustworthiness as
having four components involved to be considerasitivorthy: credibility,
transferability, dependability and confirmabilitt the end of the research the results
were reported along with suggestions for futureaesh. The interview began with

guestions such as, “Why did you choose to homesgloaw child(ren)?” “Are you
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aware that some states allow homeschool studeprticipate in public school
extracurricular activities?”

Confidentiality was provided to the interviewedsseudonyms were used in the
transcription and reporting. Any identifying infoation was stored in a password
protected folder on a password protected computevas requested that the child(ren)
not be present for the interview. The purposénisf $study was to understand the
thoughts and perceptions of the parents regartieig ¢hild(ren)’s participation in
extracurricular activities rather than their chitl{)’s thoughts and perceptions.

The interviews answered all research questionsed&els Question 1: Why would
homeschool parents in west Tennessee allow thigd ttchparticipate or not participate in
public school extracurricular activities if availaB Research Question 2: What are the
perceptions of homeschool parents in west Teneegkese high school age child(ren)
are involved in one or more extracurricular ackatoutside of the public school system
regarding the current legislation concerning horhestparticipation in public school
extracurricular activities other than sports? Rede Question 3: Why are homeschool
students involved in extracurricular activitieshelresearch questions were on a semi-
structured interview guide with large spaces imieein to write notes. The research
guestions were specifically asked if the conveosatiid not naturally flow in a direction
that answered the questions. The researcher aledtive practices to know which
guestions to ask next to keep the interview ndgufimwing but still glean the
information needed for the study.

Focus group.
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A separate group of parents with homeschooled $oplool students who do not
actively participate in extracurricular activitieatside of the local public school system
were asked to participate in a focus group. Kru&g€asey (2009) define a focus group
as “having a planned discussion using predeternguoedtions, guided by a skillful
moderator, conducted in a permissive and non-thngag environment for the purposes
of providing insight” (p. 153). Fern (1982) foutitht more ideas were generated by a
focus group with 8 members rather than one with.fdtern (1982) wrote, “one way to
ensure the preferred group size is to overrecesppondents to replace those that cancel
at the last minute” (p.12).

The focus group answered all research questiorsedReh Question 1: Why
would homeschool parents in west Tennessee allew¢hild to participate or not
participate in public school extracurricular adies if available? Research Question 2:
What are the perceptions of homeschool parentest Wennessee whose high school
age child(ren) are involved in one or more extracular activities outside of the public
school system about current legislation concerhimgeschool participation in public
school extracurricular activities? Research Quoasi Why are homeschool students
involved in extracurricular activities? While tlgsestion will not pertain to these
particular families as they were chosen for theiogroup due to their lack of
participation in supplemental activities, it idigbertinent to ask as it gives more
substance to their reasons for not participatirdysdrowing their personal perceptions
regarding participation. The research questiongeseas the focus group questions. The
participants in the focus group spurred each athdp provide many details that were

relevant to the study in the course of the conviensa
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Calendars.

Calendars were sent to the interviewees after tlagyscheduled their interviews
but before the interviews actually took place (8ppendix D). A calendar page was
sent to each family to fill in their extracurriculactivities for one month. The family
brought this calendar to the interview. The paé¢hat participated in a phone interview
rather than a face to face interview sent theirgleted calendar in the mail to the
researcher. Calendars were also sent to the pafraitparticipated in the focus group.
They brought the calendar to the focus group.oRg®002) describes documents as
providing the researcher “wiihformation about many things that cannot be obe#rv
(p. 293). The calendar served the purpose of ingha triangulate data to ensure
trustworthiness. The calendar set up Researchti@ods Why are homeschool students
involved in extracurricular activities? by estabiigy if they are actually involved.

Data Analysis.

Data collection triangulation occurred as thereentbree sources of data from
each interview of focus group participant: the syr\wthe interviews or the focus group,
and the calendar of activities. A misconceptiagarding triangulation is that the various
data sources will yield the same result; wherdeestrue point of triangulation is to test
for consistency among the data sources (Pattorg, 20@48). The notes of the
interviews and focus group were transcribed. Categloaggregation as well as
discovering correspondence and patterns were ugledhe transcriptions. Stake (1995)
describes this process, “The search for meanirema$ta search for patterns, for
consistency within certain conditions, which we tarrespondence™ (p. 78). These

patterns can be found within each case as wellass-@case. Yin (2009) states, “Case
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studies can cover multiple cases and then drawgesset of ‘cross-case’ conclusions”
(p-20). Stale (1995) cautions that, “In collectoase study, an early commitment to
common topics facilitates later cross-site analy§s25).

Trustworthiness.

Through the use of systematic transcribing of n&wvs and focus group as well
as the use of triangulation, credibility and degdnlity are established. The multiple
artifacts from each interviewee and focus groupigpant assist in accurately describing
reality which establishes credibility. Member ckeavere included after several
interviews as well as following the focus groupgak® (1995) describes member checks,

The actor is requested to examine rough draftsriing where the actions or

word of the actor are featured, sometimes whenhwirgten up but usually when

no further data will be collected from him or h@he actor is asked to review the
material for accuracy and palatability. The achay be encouraged to provide
alternative language or interpretation but is mongsed that that version will

appear in the final report (p. 115).

Rich details were included regarding the contexit setting of the study to assist in
establishing dependability. It is hoped that wikatiscovered in this collective case
study is transferable to other homeschooling fasiin other parts of Tennessee.

Ethical Issues.

Pseudonyms were used on all transcriptions fop#mges involved. Data was
stored on a password protected computer with aymadsprotected folder. This
researcher believes that the way in which onedrethiers demonstrates one’s

worldview. This researcher believes that all peapk created in God’s image and
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should be treated with respect as a result. Tdlisfowill be reflected in the research
methods utilized in this study as well as the wawhich the data is analyzed and

reported.
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Chapter Four: Survey, Interview and Focus Group Reslts
Introduction

This chapter looks at the survey results and coimgpa#hem to the national results
that were collected by the National Center for Edional Statistics (NCES) when
conducting the 2005 National Household Educatiorv&u This is to show how the
answers match up with the national averages. feeview results are discussed to
show the thoughts and perceptions regarding themlegislation concerning
homeschool participation in public school extramudar activities of parents that have
high school aged children they homeschool whorarelved in extracurricular activities.
The focus group results will also be discussedgoaver the thoughts and perceptions
regarding the current legislation in Tennesseeaoémts that have high school aged
children they homeschool who do not participatextracurricular activities. A
summary will conclude the chapter closing with tbaclusions and how the research
guestions were answered.

Survey Results

Tennessee allows homeschool families the oppdyttmiparticipate in sports in
the local public school at the school’s discretidie study was to examine the thoughts
and perceptions of the local homeschooling commueigarding this issue. The
completed surveys was used to divide the parti¢goiauo two groups: those that should
be interviewed because their children were involweelxtracurricular activities, and
those that should participate in the focus grouthas child was not involved in
extracurricular activities or if they were they wesuch that they would not be able to be

involved in if they had been enrolled in their Ibpablic school. Each parent was a
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separate case whether they participated in arvieteror the focus group. The dividing
factor was the participation or nonparticipatiorextracurricular activities. Through the
process of receiving completed surveys eight gpérds, representing eight families,
were secured for personal interviews and eighiqpaints were secured for the focus
group, representing eight families. A greater oese to the surveys had been
anticipated, however, the respondents were alide ttivided into the focus group or
interview group based on the responses receivedeosurvey. The non-participating
families were asked to participate in a focus gratper than one on one interviews
because it was hoped that in interacting with araleer during the focus group they
would prod each other to go deeper into the subest providing a richer experience for
the researcher for the purpose of the study.

The local homeschool association that was cordaadgised that it would be too
costly to send surveys out to all of their meml§@ad+ families) and instead posted
about the study in the newsletter that goes hornse armonth. Interested parties (22 in
total) contacted the researcher via email anddgbearcher emailed them the consent
form as well as survey. The participants eithantpd the survey and consent form and
them scanned and emailed them back, typed anddtigdd their answers and emailed
them back, or printed the documents, marked timswars, and mailed the documents
using the postal service. Depending on the resifiksirvey they were then contacted to
either be interviewed or to be a part of the fogrmip based on their participation or
nonparticipation in extracurricular activities.veiof the participants were secured

through word of mouth from other participants.
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The completed surveys that were received were eividto two groups: those
that participate in extracurricular activities ghdse that do not. This placed the
participants in the interview group or the focusugy respectively. All participants were
Caucasian. This is a representative sample adahmple poopl that received the
invitation as 95% of homeschoolers in the areaCangcasian. Table 1 indicates the types
of extracurricular activities the participants tagre interviewed were involved in as
well as how many extracurricular activities eaaldsnht was involved in. The
participants also filled out a calendar that deththe types of extracurricular activities
they were involved in as well as when they took pathe activity. This was a way to
verify involvement in extracurricular activities a®ll as the extent of the involvement.
If a family had more than one high school agedestitithey homeschooled the
participant was asked to only fill out the surveyd @answer questions for one child.
Table 1

Types of Extracurricular Activities Involved in

Name Fine Arts Sports Foreign Science Labs
Language

Smith X X X

Brown X X

Henry X X

Johnson X X

Williams X X X X

Jones X X

Davis X X X

Miller X X
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Comparison with National Survey Results

In developing the survey, the study utilized tB@2 National Household
Education Survey by the NCES. This survey wasgthesi to gather information from a
national sample of families with children in schodlhe national sampling reported only
62 percent of the respondents being Caucasianpd@@nt of the researcher’s
respondents were Caucasian. This is due to a tanger of homeschooling families in
the area being Caucasian. The national samplpayted 84 percent of the Caucasian
students participating in a school activity. 50@ge@at of the researcher’s respondents
participated in an extracurricular activity. letstudy had been larger it is possible that it
would have been found that more families parti@dah extracurricular activities.

Interview Results

Eight interviews were held over a four month péri Each interview was held
with the mother of the family. Personal interviewsre designed to delve into a
homeschooling parent’s thoughts and perceptiorerdéryy homeschool participation in
public school extracurricular activities. The mviews went in greater depth than could
be provided by the survey results. The inform&nview guide consisted of three
guestions to guide the conversation. The follovgagtions describe how the participants
were selected, how the interview was administesadell as the participants’ responses
to the interview questions.

Participants were selected based on their sunaporeses. Originally the
researcher had hoped there would be a large ambuvetiurned surveys to enable the
researcher to choose participants based on whamwmalsed in the most extracurricular

activities. However, this was not the case artdaf/ had a high school aged child they
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homeschooled that participated in one or more extrecular activities they were asked
to schedule an interview or participate in the fogwoup. Twenty-two potential
participants contacted the researcher with onlfolléwing through with returning

survey and scheduling interview or focus groupe Tdsearcher desired to have different
ethnicities represented from the completed survd@yss was not the case however, as
one cannot control who chooses to participatestudy and who does not. The
interview process was explained to the potentigigpants and then they were able to
tell the researcher a time and place that was coentto them for the interview.

Participants were interviewed at a time and ptheéwas convenient to them.
Five interviews took place in person while threeiiews took place over the telephone.
Interviews lasted one hour or less. The reseatddtened and took notes which were
transcribed and analyzed after the interview. Bletere written very briefly during the
interview and immediately transcribed as soon as¢kearcher could sit down alone and
write out the interview from the brief notes talduring the interview.

Pseudonyms are used for each of the participdrits.interviews demonstrated
there were similarities as well as differencesoughts and perceptions regarding
homeschool participation in public school extramutdar activities. Each family, or case,
will be briefly described using their fictitious me& as way of introduction.

The Smith family has four boys, one of which a heghool graduate, one of
which is a tenth grader, one is in middle schoat] ane is in elementary school. Mrs.
Smith answered the questions regarding her tesitheggon. Mrs. Smith would allow her

tenth grade son to participate in public schootaedrricular activities for several
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reasons: scholarships and also if a specific spastnot available in the homeschool
arena.

At first Mrs. Smith was happy that people couldtgdhe public school they are
zoned for and ask for inclusion into extracurricudativities. Then she realized that the
majority of the time the school district's answexsamno and she was very disappointed.
Mrs. Smith even approached a private school ancersack they understood that she
would pay all of the extra fees involved and she waned down there as well. The lack
of inclusion in both cases has been upsettingito Her oldest son who is now in college
attended school his senior year because he wamtaglmore involved in sports that was
available through local homeschooling organizations

The Brown family has two high school aged childtiesy homeschool. A son
and a daughter who are each involved in two extrantdiar activities. The Brown
family stated that it depends on which child anditdrctivity as to whether they would
allow their children to participate. Their'igrade son is involved in a club rugby team
at a local high school. He has been named teaminagnd this has helped develop his
leadership skills. Being involved in this activiigs given the family a taste of what it
would be like if all extracurricular activities weeavailable to homeschool students.
Their family discusses openly as a family any badgs that come up with the exposure
of being on the club rugby team. Being on the teahinteracting with coaches, etc. has
helped her son to change his ideas of what he wamts when he graduates. As a result
of being a part of this team activity he now wantstudy and practice physical therapy.
A team sport can count as a Physical Educationtdvatiby the time he is a senior he

does not need the credit.
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Mrs. Brown felt that she paid taxes and as a rémrlthild should have the right
to participate in public school extracurricularieities whether they choose to utilize
them or not. They have had to look for extra aitéig to get the credits they needed.

Her son has had to take guitar and band for Fine &edits. He has also taken a music
theory class as well.

The Henry family has four children and has homestgwfor 11 years. They
have a fifteen year old son, twelve year old dagiglgleven year old son, and eight year
old daughter. The questions answered in the suwesg for the fifteen year old son in
tenth grade. The Henry family would allow theiildren to participate as there are
certain sports that cannot be played a part franelular school setting such as football.
Her fifteen year old son is in thel@rade and has Asperger’s Syndrome (on the autism
spectrum) and is a struggling learner. Mrs. Hehdystate that she does wish there were
specific programs such as special services thatdamlp with struggling learners
whether it is a support group or classes and ddif@ Her son is involved in ballet,
baseball, basketball, and an engineering grougaazh university. He has been enrolled
in a local performing arts group that also taudfitssas well as a homeschool
cooperative English course to help with writingliski

Mrs. Henry said her family joined a local churchttivas very into
homeschooling and it was easy for them to findvaats as homeschoolers as a result.
They have found activities such as ballet, baslletina archery. She does not feel that
participating in something such as public schookss necessary to receive scholarships

as she feels that the homeschool league is estatland will be participating in
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Nationals in March. That being said, she does Vaslaccess to special education
classes in the public school for her homeschoadtdd with disabilities.

The Johnson family has one son a senior in highachrhey have
homeschooled since the seventh grade. The sanipaigs in two extracurricular
activities. Mrs. Johnson stated that it would aepen what type of child if she would
allow her child to participate in extracurriculatiaities at the local public school. It
would depend on if the child was deadest on aicesfzort or activity? Would allowing
them to participate be the only way the child woloddeligible for a scholarship? She
would personally not allow her son, a senior, tdip@ate because they had a bad
experience with the public schools when her soniw#ise sixth grade. They feel they
homeschool out of necessity.

Her son attended private school through the fogirldle at which time his father
lost his job. The family moved to a new house gmadly for the school district in
which they would be zoned. The son had an'®grade year due to the regular teacher
being on extended maternity leave and the substiteiing a great teacher. In middle
school the son was in the Honors program and é&ftdver fit into middle school. At the
end of the school year the son’s class had a degdtrip as a reward for turning in the
most boxtops to benefit their school. Mrs. Johndecided not to go on the field trip as
she wanted to raise a man and part of being thatevpush him toward independence.
On the field trip her son was beat up by otherstfastes. When the parents went to go
see the principal about this issue he stated ttheds school policy to suspend or expel all

involved, even the “victim” as part of their no leace policy. Mrs. Johnson stated she
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figured out at this point why the school distriad dot have any violent crimes or
behavior problems reported.

Mrs. Johnson felt that the decision of allowing lesthoolers to participate or not
participate in public school extracurricular adies should not be left up to the schools.
She personally would not be interested unless ablealyifted athlete. She might
consider it in any other county in Tennessee trarotvn after the problems her son had
in public school. Her son does participate in enaschool choir which met a Fine Arts
requirement as well as a homeschool bowling leaghieh met a Physical Education
credit. The bowling league won a city tourname®he would be interested in there
being access to Driver’'s Education, choir and batvdhomeschool band does not exist
and she knows a lot of people get band scholarsimgsvould have liked to have had
this option for her son. As a result of not bedttde to receive such scholarships her son
will be attending a local community college to rieeehis Associates degree which will
be fully transferable to a university at a latendi

The Williams family has two children a daughterttisaa senior and a son that is
in middle school. The questions answered in therwew were about her high school
aged child. Mrs. Williams is not sure she wouldher children participate as she is
endeavoring to shelter them by homeschooling th&€he one extracurricular activity she
would consider would be band as this is only abéglahrough a local church but that
involvement does not have the same benefits bdfiligte with a school does. She has a
son that is not in high school yet that is extrgmederested in football. Not participating

in football and band in the local public schookats scholarships.

50



Mrs. Williams stated that their tax dollars are ipgyfor schools and her family,
as well as other homeschooling families are ndirggtise for their money. While not
sure if she would allow her child to participate sfoes want her money considered in
the equation. If golf was available she woulditteriested in that for her child.

The Jones family has three daughters one thatradsigted and is a freshman in
college, one that is a sophomore in high schoa,are that is in elementary school. The
guestions answered in the interview were regarthiag sophomore in high school. Mrs.
Jones would allow her ¥ograde daughter to participate in public schootaedrricular
activities if they were available to homeschoolers;luding swimming. She would not
consider swimming because as they can already dempea homeschool league. She
has another daughter that is in elementary schdblsapoint who is very interested in
basketball and if she continues to excel they pr#tipare to send her to school if the laws
do not change. Mrs. Jones and her husband behewrechildren are to be light and salt
to the world as Christians and they need to betabdieal with living and being apart
from the family.

While she did not feel super familiar with curréggislation in Tennessee Mrs.
Jones did believe that homeschool students sh@ve the opportunity to participate in
public school extracurricular activities as theargnts are also taxpayers. She also felt it
was important for them to have this opportunithédp with scholarships. There are
certain sports that you need a school to play sasdiootball. There are fees that all
students have to pay to play sports in schools agyamd she would not be asking for her
child to be exempt from them. Mrs. Jones alsotfelt including homeschoolers would

legitimize them. For example: when the homescbkaain team competes against
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another team the comments heard are, “All theysdswim all day.” This is assuming
that since they are homeschooled they can pratigesport all day long. Since
students are not allowed to participate in puldtito®l extracurricular activities at least
they should be allowed to participate in privateass extracurricular activities.

The Davis family has several children but the syraed interview was answered
only regarding daughter that is freshman in highlost Mrs. Davis was very hesitant
about allowing her children to participate as sioent want to create an inroad for
public schools into homeschooling. Mrs. Davis &k® concerned about biased students
as well. She said that most extracurricular at¢isiwere available to homeschoolers
such as basketball, baseball and soccer. Foadhadt available and band is available at
a local church.

Mrs. Davis knew that right now it is left up to teehool if they will allow
homeschoolers to participate in their extracuracealctivities. The public schools might
need to open their programs up to homeschoolersat@ their program stronger. If it
was opened up to homeschoolers and she felt li&evsiild allow her children to
participate she would want to talk to the coacétfif she did not find the coach to be
agreeable she would find somewhere else to paateipShe would not want the coach to
be forced and thus reciprocate in an undesired eraoward her children. Mrs. Davis
also felt like if there is an interest in a certpmogram other homeschoolers can be rallied
and usually a fit can be found in the homeschaahar

The Miller family has two daughters that are sesia high school. During the
interview the mother chose to answer the questionrily one daughter rather than for

her stepdaughter as well. Mrs. Miller has & @ieade daughter that she would allow to

52



participate in public school extracurricular adies, just not all of them. She felt that
her daughter, as well as other homeschool studemit] benefit from other people’s
opinions and views of things. She would partidyliike science clubs and swim teams
to be available to homeschoolers through the Ipahlic schools.

Mrs. Miller stated that she thought the currentdiegion promotes discrimination
because one must go before a hearing to gain atc#ss extracurricular activities in the
public school. That gives a lot of potential toesgml untruths. Homeschool parents pay
taxes as well as public school students’ parendssaould have equal access. Mrs.
Miller also mentioned it would be nice if textbookere available to check out for the
year.

Figure 1
If public school extracurricular activities werevailable to homeschool students in

Tennessee would you allow your child to participate

Participation or Non- Participation in Public
School Sports if Avilable

M Participation

H Non-Participation
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The graph shows that sixty percent of those inésved would allow their high
school age child to participate in extracurricidativities at the local public school if
available. Forty percent were not interested liomahg their high school age child to
participate in public school extracurricular adies if they were available for
homeschoolers.

Mrs. Smith’s son is involved in extracurricular s§so especially basketball
because he enjoys it. He is involved in two ddfdrteams because of his passion for
basketball. Mrs. Brown’s son participates becdeswants to and for socialization
opportunities. Mrs. Brown feels it is important fearents to be super involved no matter
what the activity in order to know who you childigends are. Mrs. Henry has her child
involved in extracurricular activities for the netiing aspect as well as to overcome
any fear her son with Asperger’s Syndrome mighehav

Mrs. Johnson has stated her son began being irdvalvextracurricular activities
because of a need to fulfill credits. He partitgzan the youth group at his church for
social needs. Mrs. Williams allows her daughteoéanvolved in extracurricular
activities because it helps her to be well-roundgegs her interaction time with friends,
and she enjoys it as well as they are activitiesisiinterested in. Specifically being
involved in Student Council as well as Honor Socaso encourages community service
projects. It is good to serve other and Mrs. \&fitis is glad for this encouragement in
her daughter’s life.

Mrs. Johnson’s daughter participates in extraculaicactivities because she
enjoys it and it is also a place for social frigmgs. When her daughter participates in

supplemental classes it helps her perform bettshasometimes wants to please others
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better than her parents. Her participation in sppntal classes also relieves the parents
of the need to nag. Supplemental classes areibahéd take in the area in which one’s
parents are weakest. There is one negative tdview@nt in extracurricular activities

Mrs. Johnson has found: when joining in an actiitifg often exclusionary if the child

has not been a part of the group since the verynbeg.

Mrs. Davis’ daughter participates in extracurricidativities because it helps
develop her talents and gifts. Mrs. Davis consdiener daughter is interested in
participating in extracurricular activities as wad if the extracurricular activity is a
beneficial outlet for her daughter before she afidwer to participate. She cautioned that
one must know what they are looking for in an ecdréacular activity. There is a
difference between a teaching environment and #etdbat serves as a way for your
child to make friends and build relationships.

Focus Group Results

From the survey results eight people were ask@aiticipate in a focus group.
Those who were asked to participate had high sciged children that are
homeschooled and are not involved in extracurricatdivities or activities that they
would not be able to participate in if they wereatled in the local public school. It took
three attempts to find a time that was suitableafbeight participants to meet. The focus
group took place in the party room of a local restat. One participant did not show up
on the day of the focus group leaving the total berat seven. However, Krueger and
Casey (2009) wrote, “The ideal size of a focus grimr most noncommercial topics is
five to eight participants (p. 67). The amounticekfor the focus group left a little

padding in case a participant backed out at thiertlasnent. The focus group was chosen
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in hopes that being in a group would cause riclvemsation to take place on the subject
of extracurricular activities and public schools.

Those chosen for the focus group had high schaothiddren they were
homeschooling that were either not involved in &xtirricular activities or were involved
in extracurricular activities they would not beabd be involved in if they were enrolled
in the local public school. The researcher dediodthve different ethnicities represented
from the completed surveys. This was not the basever, as one cannot control who
chooses to participate in a study and who does Hloé focus group process was
explained to the potential participants and they tlvere contacted with a time that the
focus group would be meeting.

A few participants ordered food and/or drinks beftirey sat down. All sat
around two tables pushed together and the reseanttauced themself and explained
the study. The researcher asked the first guiguestion and then began taking notes
and stopped the discussion after an hour and @adlpassed. The participants spurred
themselves on in the discussion. All participamese females in their late 40s to early
50s. The table below will act as a reference aghich age each parent was referring to

when discussing among themselves.
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Figure 2

Grade and Gender of Students Represented by PareRtsus Group

Focal Groups

) O Boy 12th

4 B Boy 11th

3 @ Boy 10th
2 H Boy 9th

O Girl 12th

' O Girl 11th

0 m Girl 10th
Grade of Students That Participated B Girl 9th

Responses to Focus Group Questions

The first question posed to the focus group padicis was: If public school
extracurricular activities were available to hontexu students in Tennessee would you
allow your child to participate? Why or why nok2rs. Wilson said that her daughter
would have absolutely no interest in sports. Mydson would have an interest in
allowing her to participate in science labs. Sloeil still like to teach science and be
able to choose the curriculum but just have acteti®e labs for her daughter. She
would also like to have access to AP classes idsiéhaving to pay extra at a local
community college. A local university was offerihgmeschooled students the

opportunity for dual enrollment at $300 a classheéWthe university realized the
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homeschool community would utilize this greatly tineversity changed the price to
$300 a credit hour. Mrs. Moore commented thatsthdent from the nearby public
school can walk to the university and take thesa#as Mrs. Wilson also stated that she
was not trained to be a guidance counselor soateirying to find extra help for college
planning.

Mrs. Moore’s son is very interested in footballhey had had struggles when he
was in middle school as there is not a progran®f8rgrades for homeschoolers. The
Fellowship of Christian Athletes (FCA) has staréefbotball program for homeschoolers
in high school recently but it is not as “estab#idhin her opinion as the football
programs at the local public high schools. Shé& tuer son to tour the local public
school as a potential school choice due to his fovéootball. It was too overwhelming
for him. Mrs. Moore has another son that is intsgrade and she would consider
allowing him to participate in the local public dt because his personality would
prevent him from being overwhelmed.

Mrs. Moore’s 11 grade daughter has absolutely no desire to bet@pa
extracurricular activities. Mrs. Moore said thiag¢tte has been one thing that has been
hard for her to come to grips with but all parestisuld: know your family and accept
them where they are. In other words, what work®fee of your children, may or may
not work for another. Mrs. Moore also stated 8ta& might have different opinions
about extracurricular activities in private schesl public school. She did think that a
coach is a coach wherever they are and uses foglidage. She feels it is important to be
careful what homeschoolers are barking for and adlaaf the fine print on being

involved in public school extracurricular activiie
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Mrs. Harris lives in a different county than thier participants and the local
public high school does allow homeschool studemfsatticipate in extracurricular
activities if they are enrolled in at least 3 hoatshe public school. The school does not
take up your children’s papers or give them a grdtese things are left up to the
parents. Mrs. Harris does not want her daughtebe ta part of this for fear of negative
influences. Even though he daughters do not seekemgative influences, negative
influences seem to seek them out. Mrs. Harriotcarrent on her awareness of resent
legislation because of her lack of interest inwaligg her daughters to participate in
extracurricular activities at the local public sohoHer daughters do love basketball but
do not want to attend three hours of tradition&lost hours in order to participate. They
would especially dislike having to do this on algl@iasis. They love the flexibility of
their daily schedule. However, Mrs. Harris woukdibterested in her daughters
attending one class or two that they are weak hoate even if it had to be on a daily
basis.

Mrs. Taylor is the mother of eight children theedt of whom is a daughter in the
12" grade. Her daughter would not be interested jnpaiblic school activities
extracurricular activities. She does have a sahwhould be interested when he gets into
high school. However, Mrs. Taylor and her husbaiidnot allow this participation as
the interaction they have had in the homeschodiréas been too much for him to
handle. She is also concerned that if she getkbem the public school’s door they
will start to meddle in her business. If we creataridge the bridge will work both ways.
She was concerned she would lose her rights asedieees parents have lost their rights

in the public school classrooms.
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Some of Mrs. Taylor’'s concerns of being involvegublic school extracurricular
activities were wondering if the homeschool studemuld even be accepted. Would
they be ostracized by staff? Would their childused on the team or “added on” so as
not to upset existing public school parents? Tiddip school is run by the government
SO participation in public school activities becanaegovernment issue. Mrs. Taylor felt
that public school coaches might find homeschoatmia to be a breath of fresh air in
regards to how involved they are in their childfse.| At the end of the focus group she
stated she wished we could keep these types okcsatvons drummed up. She does
believe that God’s will will be brought out in ochildren’s’ lives.

Mrs. Anderson stated that she and her husband lobimastheir children to keep
them at home not to have them in classes and iesi@verywhere. That being said her
11" grade daughter does participate in music to aremd that she would not be able to
if she was enrolled in public school She doesteat her daughter would be able to
handle participation in the public school but tb#ter children might not be able to. Her
daughters have all participated in a program irstiramer called Master Works Festival
This is when various Christians that participatéhie Fine Arts spend a month in the
summer teaching various workshops for each of the Arts as well as how to be a
strong Christian in that environment. She suggestat it would be very beneficial to
have the same type of program available in otheecs of extracurricular activities such
as sports. People like Tim Tebow, etc. could dné kids on skills but also be real with
them about what it is like and how to be a Chmstrathat specific type of environment.

Mrs. Anderson’s daughter would not want to be imredlin the orchestra in the

public schools as they are not on the same lewshioh she is accustomed. However, it
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is hard that she is not eligible for All West ol Sktate because she is not affiliated with a
public or private school. While participate in Allest and All State look good on
resumes, music scholarships are performance baaddi¢ns) and scholarship
opportunities for homeschoolers might not be thediels much as they would for those
that play sports. In regards to scholarships, Mrglerson stated that God will provide a
way for students.

Mrs. Anderson felt it would be good for homeschstoldents to have the
opportunity to be involved in Governor’s Schools Aats as well as Sciences. Her
daughter had been able to involved in the symploong level that she would not be able
to if she was enrolled in the local public schoblts. Anderson also feels that the
academic level at the public schools in not theeskawel that her daughter is used to.
Mrs. Anderson has heard horror stories from hetherta retired public school teacher,
how some students are passed on to the next gemdese of principals changing grades,
etc. She would not come to any signed agreemehttix@ public schools unless she had
the HSLDA backing her up. She feels that the gnefghe homeschool community
would be better served to do their own extraculaicactivities.

Mrs. Jackson’s daughter who is a senior would met be interested in being a
part of public school extracurricular activitieslrs. Jackson and her husband are not
interested in this option for her either. They htigonsider private school extracurricular
activities if the daughter was interested and wWes a viable option. She believes that
each child is different. Both of her children waneublic school and her son (now
graduated) was in fifth grade when they pulled biumhand placed him in private school.

Their daughter was in third grade when she wae@dwlt and they began to homeschool
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her. Different choices were made for differchildren. Mrs. White has an ™ grade
daughter that is not involved in extracurriculatiates and does not have a desire tc
involved as a lot of opportunities for socializatiexist through church

Figure 3

If public school extracurriculaactivities were available to homeschool studen

Tennessee would you allow your child to particif?

Parents Allowing Child to Participate in Public
School Extracurricular Events

—

M participate
B MNon-Participation

It can be seen through both the interviews as agethe focus groups that th
are differing opinions regarding participation imbtic school exracurricular activities.
Those that were heavily involved in extracurricldativities were more open
participating with the public schools, although tia# case for all interviewed. The foc
group which consisted of those not involved in @stricular activities was mor
hesitant regarding involvement with the public smleo Of the focus group, tt
interested party was more interested in supplerhelgisses that would enrich th

child’s educational experience, such as a scieatwe A majo concern of interactin
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with public schools was the potential of the goveent’s increased involvement in

homeschooling if cooperation took place.

During the interviews and focus group the researttok notes to transcribe and
code later. The researcher first used open caatidgrom there moved to axial coding.
Table 2 shows the major categories found in opeimgoand then the associated
concepts that were discovered during axial coding.

Table 2
Major Categories Regarding Homeschool Parents’ Tgias and Perceptions Regarding

Homeschool Participation in Public School Extradaular Activities and the Associated

Concepts

Major Categories Associated Concepts
Would Participate if Available scholarship oppoities,
Mrs. Smith spoke of this issue, "We have sometspwred a school
approached our local school district asking settiagpaying citizens,
permission to participate and have been denied. lalsation,

We sent our oldest son to attend public school ild @mjoys particular
due to the fact he was more interested in sports activity

than the opportunities the homeschool organization

could provide.”

Would Not Participate if Available shelteringildnen, bias by
Mrs. Johnsons thoughts regarding participation, achiers, bias by other “I
personally would not be interested in sending my arepts, bias by other
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son to participate unless he was a gifted athlete o
if we lived in a different county due to the prable

my son has had in the local public school.”

Positive Regarding Current Legislation

Harris stated, “I do not want my

daughters involved with extracurricular activities
in the local public school because of the poteridial
negative influences. As aresult, | am fine with t

current legislation.

Negative Regarding Current Legislation

Mrs. Williams stated, “My tax dollars are
paying for the schools and | am not getting
anything out of it. | know this is true for other

homeschool families in the area.”

students

would patticipate Mrs.
anyway, appatcthe
separation, thought
schools would be receptive to

partnership

extracutar activities that

ard awailable to their

drieth because of their
school choice, lack of

scholarshipavtunities

Some of the parents had initial positive reactitmnthe legislation in Tennessee

regarding homeschool participation in public schedtacurricular activities. Their

thoughts regarding the legislation changed, howevieen they went to their local public

schools to seek access and were denied. They wazhideéhe law was worded in such a

way to placate those in the homeschool community wbuld be interested in the

participation in public school extracurricular adies without ever intending to actually

grant the access. The parents that homeschoalddechthat were involved in
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extracurricular activities were generally more ratged in gaining access to public
school extracurricular activities than the parevit® homeschooled children who were
not involved in extracurricular activities. Thisagnot a hard and fast phenomenon
however as several parents interviewed would rotvatheir child to participate in

public school extracurricular activities even thbubey participated in extracurricular
activities separate from the public schools. Tas because the parents wanted to
shelter their children and were unsure of the gfpenvironment they would be in and
the type of people they would encounter. Seveaedqis of children that were not
involved in extracurricular activities of any typere interested in supplemental types of
activities such as science lab or access to thdagae counselor.

It is unclear if parents would allow their homesgleal children to participate in
the public school’s extracurricular activitieshiety were available even if they said they
were favorable towards the idea. This is becausas often said it would depend on the
individual child. A decision they would make foreonhild might be a different decision
than what they would make for another child. Etlese that were positive about the
current legislation still would have liked for thetion to be there for homeschooled
students even though they would not personallydireguit. The major idea was that
homeschool parents also pay taxes and should lbave af the amenities of public
school available to them.

Triangulation

Data source triangulation was used. Stake (198&¢ribes data source

triangulation, “We look to see if the phenomenorcase remains the same at other times,

in other spaces, or as persons interact differe(ulyt12). He continued his explanation,
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“Data source triangulation is an effort to see favwe are observing and reporting
carries the same meaning when found under diffanecumstances” (p.113). The three
sources of data that were triangulated in thisystuere the interview or focus group
transcripts, the calendars and the surveys. Thaopa was to see if the same meaning
was found in each of the sources. To provide itglfdr what was reported.

Thru the triangulation process themes were gereereithin the cases such as:
would participate in extracurricular activitiesthre local public school if available, or the
opposite, would not participate in extracurricldativities in the local public school if
available. Some cases had positive responsesiregdhe current legislation regarding
homeschool participation in Tennessee public scarthacurricular activities and some
cases had negative responses toward the sametegis| These same themes stood out
when cross-case analysis took place. It was istiegeto note that the thoughts and
perceptions were a little different based on thmili@s’ current involvement or non-
involvement in extracurricular activities even thgbuseparate from the public school’s
extracurricular activities.

Summary

The research questions that guided the studystesllbelow with descriptions of
the findings of the study.

Research Question 1Why would homeschool parents in west Tennesseg allo
their child to participate or not participate in plic school extracurricular activities if
available? The purpose of this question was to establishitbeghts and perceptions of
the parents regarding homeschool participatioruinlip school extracurricular activities.

Guiding questions were asked in both the intenaswvell as the focus group to find the

66



answer to this question. Those in the intervidawvegd their children to participate in
extracurricular activities be it through homeschg@ups, church, or other avenues.
Those that were a part of the focus group eithéndt allow their children to participate
in extracurricular activities or they participatedactivities that they would not be able to
participate in if they attended their local puldzhool. Several parents mentioned that
they would like to have access to the scienceilabise public schools as taxpaying
citizens to help them in their endeavor to eduttae child(ren).

It was found that the parents who allowed theifdrkn to participate in
extracurricular activities as homeschoolers wereenopen to allowing their children to
participate in public school extracurricular adies, if they were available, than those
parents who do not allow their children to part&tgin any extracurricular activities
even while homeschooling. It was harder for the2agcher to find homeschool parents
that have children that do not participate in exdracular activities than it was to find
homeschooling families that do participate in scaoe of extracurricular activity.
Homeschooling has been legal in Tennessee fotHassthree decades but has come a
long way from the beginning as far as what is @ffieto the homeschool students. There
are classes for homeschoolers at the local zocedss/several local museums. The
parents that would allow their children to partati in extracurricular activities at the
local public school are concerned about scholasshgowell as socialization for their
children. It was also mentioned by several pardrasthey would allow their child to
participate if their child was interested in thpésific activity and if it was not available

in the homeschool arena.
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Research Question 2What are the perceptions bbmeschool parents in west
Tennessee with high school age child(ren) aboutetuiiegislation concerning
homeschool participation in public school extradoutar activities?The purpose of this
guestion was to establish if there was a reasoth®&lack pursuit for this option or if it
was because homeschool families in west Tennessemaaware that homeschool
families in other states have the option to paréite in public school extracurricular
activities, or that they simply are not interest€he parents admitted not being aware of
the currently legislation in Tennessee allowing keahool students to participate in
public school sports at the discretion of the Il@@lools and school district, as this was
not something that interested her at all for hergtiéers. Another parent spoke of
originally thinking this was good legislation urgthe tried to act upon it and have her son
engage in public school sports and was denied scddse majority of parents stated that
whether they would or would not allow their chitdgarticipate they wish the access was
available. It was better to able to turn the opjpaty down than to not have the
opportunity available at all.

A major concern among the parents is that they w#igaying taxes which
were funding the public school extracurricular peogs but their own children were
denied access based on their parents’ educatiboales for them. It was also a concern
of the parents that their child(ren) would not haceess to the same scholarships as the
public school students due to a lack of accessa@xktracurricular programs. While they
might be able to play a sport recreationally thegtaility of being noticed by a scout it a

lot less when playing recreationally than it wobklfor those playing on a public school
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team. It is possible to get a sports scholarshig homeschooler but a lot more legwork
must be done to secure viewership by a scout.

It is important to note that parents felt that eifehe legislation was changed that
allowing homeschool students to participate in pusthool extracurricular activities
would not be a one size fits all scenario. Whaegnts might allow one of their children
to participate in a certain sport or activity thmight not allow another of their children
to participate. It was also described by the pardrat one should be extremely careful
when forming a partnership as it might open homeslohg up to more governmental
control. Also if one allows their child to parfete (assuming it is allowed) that the
parents should be extremely involved to ensure #@neyaware of who is influencing their
child.

Research Question 3Why are homeschool students involved in extraculiaic
activities?The purpose of this question was to establistvéhee homeschool families place on
extracurricular activities (HSLDA, n.d). It alsotalishes which extracurricular activities are
most important to various families. The extraauuiar activities that the families were involved
in included: basketball, baseball, soccer, batletir, honor society, bowling, yearbook,
swimming, and owning one’s own business. Sevedigipants were also involved in
supplemental classes (classes taught by someoaetbén their parents) such as: algebra,
science labs, and foreign language classes. Teatganterviewed often had their child in
extracurricular activities to meet a credit requiest. Often what began as a way to meet a credit
requirement continued after the credit requirermead met because the child had either begun to
enjoy the activity or enjoyed the interaction watiners. Some parents allowed their children to
participate solely for the social component.

One of the parents involved in the focus groupest#itat she and her husband did not

allow participation in extracurricular activitieedause they did not decide to homeschool to run
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their children all over to take all of these extlasses. They chose to homeschool to actually
keep their children at home. Another mother infdeeis group made a point that there are still
influences to guard against in homeschool extrémuar activities. These have proved to be too
much for some of her children so they have pulleckidrom all extracurricular activities.
Homeschool parents appreciate having choices ohvahd how they want to have their children
involved in extracurricular activities even thouagfithis point extracurricular activities in

Tennessee public schools is not readily available.
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Chapter Five: Conclusions

Introduction

The sections of this chapter summarize the restilfsis study and discuss their
implications. The statement of the problem issi&d to place value on the purpose of
the study. The methodology of the study will béiea/ed and discussed. The findings
will be interpreted as well as connections madeeeh the current study to previous
research. Based on these interpretations and coong, recommendations and
suggestions will be made for future research. fElsemmendations that are made will
be ones that will make the most impact as welleaadtionable. The connection between
the current study to previous research is madesiimbrated upon. The limitations and
strengths of the study are discussed as well asthioughts from the researcher.
Statement of the Problem

The problem is Tennessee only allows homeschotaegrarticipate in public
school sports extracurricular activities but noestéxtracurricular activities such as art,
foreign languages, or science clubs and/or lab=co/ling to the Tennessee Secondary
School Athletic Association (TSSAA), homeschoolans permitted to play or
scrimmage any secondary high school in regularoseplsy. There are certain rules and
restrictions that must be followed for the studenbe considered eligible. The student
would only be eligible in the district in which thevould attend.

Tennessee is bordered by eight states each ohwlag different legislation in
place regarding homeschool participation in pusdicool extracurricular activities.
Virginia public schools can receive state fundihg homeschool student participates in

two of the following classes: math, science, Ernglisstory, social science, career and
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technical education, fine arts, foreign languagéyealth education or physical education.
In Missouri the compulsory attendance statute iegglhat homeschooled students may
attend public school part time. (HSLDA, 2011).

Homeschooling has been legal for twenty-seven yieaFennessee (“Tennessee
Home Education History,” 2011). Homeschooling wieain being something that not
many people took part in and was not well accefiesbmething that is a popular
schooling choice. Itis estimated that there aex @7,000 homeschool students in
Tennessee (Zeise, 2011). As a result of there beorg homeschoolers, the needs and
desires of homeschoolers has also changed ovgeé#inrs. The current legislation allows
homeschool students to participate in extracuraicattivities at the discretion of the
principal of a school. The participants in my stindve found that this stipulation is not
allowing for much participation to actually takeapé. While all of the participants were
not sure if they would allow their child to parpeite if the extracurricular activities were
available most did think that the option shouldhrre without all of the restrictions that
are currently in place.

Homeschooling looks like many different thingspsustructured with instruction
taking place only at home, instruction taking placgside of the home, participation in
extracurricular activities to unschooling whictuisstructured. The different types of
schooling that each family chooses for each of ttl@idren will present different needs.
Having access to extracurricular activities in pllic school setting may or may not
meet the particular needs of every family. It reeedbe decided however how to meet

the majority of the students be they in the tradiil school setting or homeschooled. It
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should not be an “us against them” mentality in aay regardless of what is decided
about extracurricular activities involvement.
Review of the methodology

It took longer than the researcher would have likkeslecure participants. This
was due to the homeschooling families being so lagsyell as being hesitant to be a
part of the study. Once it was discovered thatéisearcher is a former homeschooler,
participation was more easily granted. It wasddahat the research was going to attack
homeschooling in some way instead of endeavorirdimtbout homeschoolers’ thoughts
and perceptions regarding homeschool participatigrublic school extracurricular
activities. Although the researcher is a formanhkschool student, the researcher has
also taught in both the public and private seabdnas a little experience in each of the
school settings and was able to take an unbiagadagh.

As explained in Chapter 3, the study reported herg a case study in which
parents that homeschool their high school agedi@kih) in west Tennessee were either
interviewed or participated in a focus group basedheir child(ren)’s participation or
non-participation in extracurricular activities.s A case study, this research primarily
used a qualitative perspective, attempting to drstee thoughts and perceptions of the
participants regarding the current legislation enfiessee regarding homeschool
participation in public school extracurricular adies. The case study relied chiefly on
interviews and a focus group, as well as survegscatendar. Eight interviews were
conducted with mothers and one focus group witesgarticipants, also all mothers.

Notes were taken by the researcher during thevietes and focus group. The
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researcher then transcribed the notes and aggdecmtiegories as well as discovered
patterns both within cases as well as cross-case.
Summary of the results

Table 3 compiles the responses of both the intervies well as the focus group
as to whether each individual family would allowrmt allow their high school aged
homeschool student to participate in extracurricatdivities at the local public school if
available. Fifty-three percent of the participantsuld not allow their child to participate
in public school extracurricular activities andtfeseven percent of the participants
would allow participation. This is including batfiose that participate in extracurricular
activities and were interviewed as well as those di not participate in extracurricular
activities and participated in the focus groupcah be seen that those who are not
involved in extracurricular activities presentlydamere a part of the focus group, were
less inclined to allow their children to participah public school extracurricular
activities if available, than their counterpartsonere interviewed because of their
families’ current involvement in extracurriculartia@ies. Those who were interviewed
were already involved in extracurricular activiteesd thus were interested in the ability
to participate in the local public schools if thgtion was indeed available. Some
families are going to multiple locations a week andchetimes in a day to allow their

children to participate in various extracurricudativities.
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Table 3
Responses of Interviews and Focus Group as to \&he&tiey Would Allow Participation

in Public School Extracurricular Activities.

Name Would Participate Would Not Participate
Wilson (focus group) X

Moore (focus group) X
Taylor (focus group) X
Anderson (focus group) X
Jackson (focus group) X
White (focus group) X
Harris (focus group) X
Smith (interview) X

Brown (interview) X

Henry (interview) X

Johnson (interview) X
Williams (interview) X
Jones (interview) X

Davis (interview) X
Miller (interview) X

It is important to note that the parents’ answewhether or not they would allow
their child to participate in public school extrageular activities was not a clear cut yes
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or no answer. There was a lot of discussion sadimg their answers whether they
answered yes, or no. The parents’ answers depamdigkir individual child as well as
the specific school in which they would be eligibdeparticipate. Some of their decisions
were based on the need to meet an academic crieitktsome were to meet a social need
of their child. All of the parents stated it waggortant for them as parents to stay super
involved in all areas of their child(ren)’s livas Ibe able to monitor their friends and
influences. It is also important to note that jostause a family chose not to be actively
involved in extracurricular activities at the tirtleey would be interested in allowing their
child to participate in public school extracurrigubctivities if they were available to
homeschoolers in Tennessee. Also, just becausuily fa currently allowing their child
to participate in extracurricular activities doed mean that they are interested in
allowing their child to participate in public scH@xtracurricular activities if they were
available to homeschoolers in Tennessee.

Parents care deeply about decisions made regatwirgchildren. If parents
have chosen to homeschool there are a lot of aspadtdecisions to be made regarding
how best to meet the need of their child. Theildomay have academic needs as well as
social and physical needs that either influenceded to homeschool or arose as a
result of homeschooling. This study endeavoredigcover if there is even a desire or
need for legislation to be reevaluated to allow Bsamoolers to participate in public
school extracurricular activities with greater etisan is currently available.
Interpretation of the Findings

While the study was limited in the amount of pap@mnts, it was found that fifty-

three percent of the participants who participateloth the interviews as well as the
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focus group, would not personally allow their chibdparticipate in public school
extracurricular activities. It was found in theédrviews as well as the focus group that
homeschool parents would like the option availablparticipate in public school
extracurricular activities whether they utilizeoitnot for their children. The “us against
them” mentality on both sides must be combattednztan (2009) describes this
phenomenon,
Most parents (whether homeschoolers or not) seeat¢idn, broadly construed, as
part of their job description: raising a childvatves constant teaching and the
most important lessons in life general occur agwf school walls. But what |
didn’t fully appreciate at first is that homescheys take this a step further. They
don’t see any real distinction between this bevadotion of education and
formal schooling itself — which makes sense if lrsohooling is just woven into
the fabric of everyday family life. And if homdsmoling is seen as simply part of
parenting, then it becomes easier to understarydwany homeschool parents
view regulations as unjustifiable intrusions itheir sacred domain (p. 317).
The needs of children whether they attend pubhostor are homeschooled should be
met as well as be a top priority. Kunzman (20@8)es!
Parents obviously have a profound interest in tieeir children are educated --
what they learn, how they learn it, and the kingh@bple they become as a result.
Children have their own interests at stake as:well only in learning basic skills
and knowledge which will allow them to function epkndently in society and
become economically self-sufficient if necessany, dlso in developing personal

autonomy. Finally, the state also has an intenetste education of its citizens.
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Education necessary to sustain democracy cannuigeal or indifferent to the

value of democracy or the importance of particgmain its ongoing maintenance.

Democracy depends upon the cultivation of a cliticass of citizens who value

and-at least to some degree-participate in sharedidn-making (p. 317).
Relationship of the Current Study to Previous Reseah

Previous studies have shown that the number of bono®lers increases when
there is a partnership between homeschoolers anputblic schools (Eley, 2006). If the
legislation changed in Tennessee to allow for nma@eschool participation in public
school participation research shows that the nurabkomeschoolers would increase as
some are not homeschooling at this time becautdedbss of ability to participate in
extracurricular activities. Homeschool resear@arding partnerships has only really
taken place in the past twenty years due to threase in the homeschool population
(Adams, 1992; Isenberg, 2007). Much more reseauncst take place in the field of
homeschooling and the new issues that are arisitiggghomeschool population
increases as there is not a rich history to stadyigtime.

The participants that were interviewed or took pathe focus group spoke of a
needed partnership between homeschool parentschadls for cooperation between the
two to work. While the homeschooling families mighoose to homeschool for
different reasons (Aasen, 2010; Green & Hoover-Dsayp2007, they stated this
because of a concern for possible bias toward tduiren as well as the need to stay
super involved in their child’s life. Most decidemlhomeschool in order to have more
influence in their child’s life and did not wantbave to trade this aspect in if they

allowed their child to participate in extracurrigulctivities at the local public school if
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and when they were available). A study done irzéma showed that school
administrators feel that for a partnership to woublic schools and homeschool parents
must work together (Kilgore, 2009).
Theoretical Framework Findings

It was discovered that although public school extracular activities are not
readily available to homeschool students in Tereesdsie to current legislation,
homeschool families are seeking out opportunitedHeir child to interact with others
whether though homeschool sports leagues, sciabsedr group field trips. By
applying Vygotsky’s sociocultural theory to thedrdction that takes place when
participating in an extracurricular activity thetcurricular activities can be seen as a
social interaction from which students can leaamfrothers that are more skilled than
themselves. Not just the particular activity viaél being learned but also how to interact
with others, self-control and following directioammong many other characteristics.
Tharpe and Gallimore (1998) write, “Vygotsky argtiest a child’s development cannot
be understood by a study of the individual. We thalso examine the external social
world in which that individual life has developgal 6). Extracurricular activities are
definitely a part of one’s social world.
Limitations of the Study

This study was limited due to the facts that gelieiaility is difficult across the
whole nation since different parts of the countayé different focuses and acceptances
of homeschooling families. Some states allow @mabllment for homeschooling
families, while other states allow for no partngostbetween homeschool and public

school activities. Only parents of high schoolcgtidents were interviewed and asked
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to be in a focus group. Expanding to other lee¢ksducation at this point would be too
exhaustive for this particular study.

The homeschool organization used for the studyademp of Christian
homeschoolers and this subset of the broader hdmelsgopulation limits the
generalizability of the findings. Due to all oktlparticipants being Christians there is a
possibility that they held a bias towards publiosuls that non-Christian homeschooling
parents might not hold due to a concern of theidodn being exposed to a secular
culture and its values to which their children atieerwise not exposed. If a Christian
homeschool parent chooses to homeschool theirrehili instill Biblical values they do
not want to feel as if the values taught will belone through interaction with the public
schools. In this area of Tennessee 90% of the kdmoel population describes
themselves as Christians so this sentiment, wHikaitation, is the norm for the area
homeschool family.

Finding participants was harder than expectedasidmeschool families were
not overly interested in helping a stranger inrthesearch. Several participants
commented that they thought the research would aaanti-homeschooling bias and
were hesitant to participate. Once they spoke mig¢heither in an interview or in
scheduling to be a part of the focus group theyeveager to have their friends help and
encouraged participation in the study as theyzedlihe intention of the study was not to
harm homeschoolers in any way but rather to se=khibughts and opinions of
homeschooling families. While the number of papants was effective for this study it

is an extremely small sampling of the homeschoplgation in Tennessee and might not
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represent the thoughts and perceptions of the magirthe homeschool population in
Tennessee.

The study was limited to high school homeschoeldegfudents. It remains to be
determined if other age groups should be considetesh discussing the participation of
homeschool students in public school extracurricatdivities in Tennessee. Should
middle school students be considered? What albemeatary age students? The study
was also limited to a small area in west Tenneasdavas not able to represent the
whole state and it is unclear if homeschoolers ddve the same thoughts and opinions
throughout the state.

Notes were taken of the interviews as well afdlas group but they were not
recorded. This is a limitation as there is theelactivity in what the researcher chose to
note at that time whether intentional or unintemio
Suggestions for Additional Research

The research design of this study does not prastideng evidence that Tennessee
should begin to provide an array of public sch@Vges to the homeschool population.
The research also does not provide any informatiohow to begin offering public
school extracurricular activities to the homeschmapulation. The research does
however indicate that it may be time to exploreatge collaborations between public
schools and the homeschooling population. Theigafbns of Tennessee providing
these services is unknown at this point althoughsthte does have in place procedures
for reviewing educational practices, implicationgalved, and deciding on an

appropriate course of action.
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If homeschool policies in Tennessee were to beataated for the possible
inclusion into public school extracurricular acties, several things would need to be
examined. Are the local public schools capablthefadded influx of students? What
specific programs are the homeschool communityested in participating at the local
public schools? What future demands can be fonelsgdoth the homeschool
population as well as the public school as a refdtchange in homeschool legislation
regarding participation in public school extraccutar activities? If a decision is made it
must not be looked at for only the present poiriinre.

It would be wise to conduct research on other stditat have policies that allow
for varying degrees of participation of homeschatatlents in the public schools. What
works versus what does not work and would the shmgs apply to Tennessee? It
would be beneficial to look at different age grogpsomeschoolers instead of just high
school age. Are the extracurricular activitiesssue or concern for elementary and
middle school aged homeschool students? If sot typas of extracurricular activities
should be considered for homeschool student irmh?si

It would be extremely beneficial to conduct similasearch as this study on a
much larger scale as this study was only for wesinEssee. If a survey could be sent to
all homeschoolers in the state of Tennessee tloated researchers to understand the
involvement in extracurricular activities to detementhe amount of involvement as well
as the type of activities homeschoolers are inwblne An online survey might generate
more responses as people might be more likely itklyuanswer a survey online rather
than a paper survey. Does this vary by area teat, suburban, or urban? As

legislation is changing in other states it needseoeevaluated a couple of years after the

82



legislation changed to allow homeschool particgmain public school extracurricular
activities. This needs to be done to see if tloppsed benefits as well as proposed
negative outcomes became a reality and how thistnailect or need to affect future
legislation in that state as well as other statiet s Tennessee.

It would be easier to conduct the interviews bgmhif the study was done on a
larger scale. Additional interviewers could berteal to follow a script with guiding
guestions. Instead of meeting with focus groumpgotild be easier to do online focus
groups with representatives across the state. eTdrerseveral different formats that the
online focus groups could follow: online bulletindrd in which everyone contributes at
their own pace within a designated time periode ®hline focus groups can also take
place in such a way that everyone meets onlineeas@ame time and contributes either by
text or even by webcam. Both of these optionskearecorded for later analysis.

From the statewide interviews and focus groupatritbe concluded whether
Tennessee homeschoolers statewide are interespedsning inclusion in public school
extracurricular activities. At that point step®slid be taken to connect homeschool
directors who know their local homeschool populatiath local school superintendents
to begin dialoguing. The actual dialoging woulddmeessential first step to bridge the us
against them mentality and endeavor to be on time gmge of meeting the needs of all
students in a way that is fair to both partiesvidg already received the surveys and had
the interviews and focus groups conducted eachdistould know how many families
would be utilizing the services if available andawkervices they would like to have

available if this was a viable option. This infation would allow decision makers to
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see if the partnership between the homeschool ptpaland the public schools in
Tennessee would indeed be viable.

Tennessee has recently launched an online pudiimo$ Tennessee Virtual
Academy (TNVA) http://www.k12.com/tnva. The virltecademy is based in one
school district but is open to all students in Tessee. It is unclear how this will impact
extracurricular activities at the physical publatheol. Regarding the socialization of
students enrolled in TNVA the website states,

Throughout the year, students have the opportaaiparticipate in school

outings, picnics, and other social events. Thesegs and activities may include

trips to museums and parks, student clubs, and.ride expect local clusters of
students and parents to get together on a relgatas in their areas. With online
discussions and forums, new types of communitesbe formed that are based
not on geography but on shared interests.
The statements from the website do not accourgXtyacurricular activities such as
sports teams that are available to public schamlesits that attend the physical campus.
Attending the virtual public school campus is anfarf homeschooling and as things
continue to change in the educational realm taushelmore virtual options, there will be
many more new issues that must be considered iaggvdblic school extracurricular
activities.

The thoughts and perceptions of the public schopullation must also be
considered as they are also stakeholders in gugisThis is the only way to have a
balanced approach when seeking the thoughts andgigms of all stakeholders in the

possibility of allowing homeschoolers to particg@at public school extracurricular
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activities in Tennessee. The public school popatatvould include public school
administrators, teachers as well as public schamnis. Any issues and concerns must
be presented and addressed if any sense of resoisitio be found.
Strengths of the Study

The study discovered the thoughts and perceptibheraeschool families by
speaking to them directly. The study used cangfidisigned guiding questions to get the
interviews and focus group started. The questizgre designed to glean the information
needed but required answers beyond a simple yeg, avhich allowed the researcher to
get the deeper story about personal thoughts ameémens of homeschool families in
Tennessee regarding current homeschool legislafitve. researcher was able to discover
the personal reasons a particular homeschoolingyfanight or might not allow their
children to participate in public school extracoufar activities if they were available.
The researcher was also able to discover whiclaextricular activities Tennessee
homeschool families would be interested in, if tivegre available, and why.
Final Thoughts

As a former homeschooler, the researcher has sle¢wfachanges in
homeschooling in Tennessee in the past two decaldes choice to homeschool
becomes a more popular choice as Jack Klenk, diretthe Office of Non-Public
Education, U. S. Department of Education stateds“6o0 much more common than it
was 10 years ago or 20 years ago or even 3 year®ageople to know someone who is
home-schooling” (As quoted in Kocian, 2007, p. The choice to homeschool can be
for various reasons as well as the actual fornmegtithused in the homeschooling can be

different as discussed in previous chapters. eMesearch needs to be done on the
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growing phenomenon of homeschooling. Often thearesh that exists is from non-
homeschooled researchers that are not personaligd/en homeschooling in any way in
their life.

All stakeholders should be concerned about bestingethe needs of the children
in Tennessee whether the children are homeschoolatlend public school. These
stakeholders include policy makers, public schalicators and administrators as well as
parents who choose to homeschool their childreams Jtudy is recommending that all
involved stakeholders work together to form a pendhip of sorts that would provide the
best possible educational and extracurricular dppdres for all of the students in
Tennessee. This study does not identify what &s¢ thoice or path is for the future of
all Tennessee students but rather identifies tlee far further research at a broader

range.

86



REFERENCES

Aasen, S. (2010). New Followers of an Old Pathemdschoolerslournal for Quality
& Participation, 32(4), 12-14. Retrieved from EBSGGst

Adams, P. T. (1992Rublic school/ home school partnership: A studthefhome school
community in Maricopa coun{fpoctoral dissertation, Arizona State University).
Available from ProQuest Dissertations and Theséshdase. (UMI
9237233).

Alexander, S. (2010Homeschoolers seek equal accgskctronic version]. Retrieved
from http://www.suite101.com/content/home-scho®ieeek-equal-access-
a291841

Angelis, K. L. (2008)Home schooling: Are partnerships possib{&dctoral
dissertation). Available from ProQuest Dissertagiand Theses database. (UMI

3307792)

Ara, I. I., Vicente-Rodriguez, G. G., Perez-Gomgz]., Jimenez-Ramirez, J. J., Serrano-
Sanchez, J. A., Dorado, C. C., & Calbet, J. LO@O0Influence of extracurricular
sport activities on body composition and physfitakess in boys: a 3-year
longitudinal studylnternational Journal of Obesit3((7), 1062-1071.
doi:10.1038/sj.ij0.0803303

Barnett, L. A. (2006). “ Flying high or crashingwlio: Girls’ account of trying out for
cheerleading and danckurnal of Adolescent Research, 314-541,

Barnett, L. A. (2007). “Winners” and “losers”: Tleéects of being allowed or denied
entry into competitive extracurricular activitie3ournal of Leisure Research,

39(2), 316-344.

87



Bentley, V. (2008). What does it cost to homeschRBelrieved from
http://www.hslda.org/earlyyears/Costs.asp.

Bill SummaryTennessee General AssemBlgirieved September 7, 2011 from
http://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/billinfo/BillSummyarchive.aspx?BillNumber=
HB1631& ga=107

Blok, H (2003). Performance in home schooling: Aguanent against compulsory
schooling in the Netherlandsiternational Review of Education, 49.

Blomfield, C. & Barber, B. (2010). Australian adstéents’ extracurricular activity
participation and positive development: Is thatiehship mediated by peer
attributesAustralian Journal of Education & Developmental Elsglogy, 10,
114-128.

Boyd, C.O. 2001. Phenomenology the method. In Munhall (Ed.),Nursing research:
A qualitative perspectivi@rd. ed., pp. 93-122). Sudbury, MA: Jones and |Birt

Cogan, M. F. (2010). Exploring academic outconfdsomeschooled studentkurnal
of College Admission, Summer 2018;25.

Cohen, D. A,, Taylor, S. L. Zonta, M., Vestal, K. & Schuster, M. A. (2007).
Availability of high school extracurricular spogisograms and high-risk
behaviorsJournal of School Health, 72), 80-86. doi:10.1111/}.1746-
1561.2007.00171.x

Cooper, B. S., & Sureau, J. (2007). The Politicelomeschooling-New Developments,
New Challenge€ducational Policy21(1), 110-131.
doi:10.1177/0895904806296856

Creswell, J.W. (2007 Qualitative inquiry and research design: Choosimyaang five

88



approachesThousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications.

Dailey, M. (1999). Home schooled children gainiingited access to public schools.
Journal of Law and Education, £8, 25-35.

Darling, N., Caldwell, L. L. & Smith, R. (2005). Rizipation in school-based
extracurricular activities and adolescent adjustmiurnal of Leisure Research,
37(1) 51-76.

Drozd, D., Morgan, D., & Bohnert, A. (2006). Extwadcular activity involvement,
effects on emotion, and emotion regulation. 2.

Dumais, S. A. (2009). Cohort and gender differencestracurricular participation: The
relationship between activities, math achievemamd, college expectations.
Sociological Spectrum, 292-100. doi: 10.1080/02732170802480543

Eley, M. G. (2006)Homeschool-public school collaboratiddoctoral dissertation.
Available from ProQuest Dissertations and Thesgaldhse. (UMI 3210131)

Eliot, S. (July 16, 2010). Taking Notes Vs. Recoglinterviews. IriThe Listening
Resource Retrieved December 5, 2012, from http://www.gatve-
researcher.com/interviews/taking-notes-insteateobrding-the-interview/.

Fern, E. (1982). The use of focus groups for idg@egation: The effects of group size,
acquaintanceship, and moderator on response guant qualityJournal of
Marketing Research 19-13.

Fossey, E., Harvey, C., McDermott, F., & Davidsbn(2002). Understanding and
evaluating qualitative researdhustralian and New Zealand Journal of
Psychiatry, 3@), 717-732.

Fredricks, J. A., & Eccles, J. S. (2010). Breadtkxdracurricular participation and

89



adolescent adjustment among African-American amdfean-American Youth.
Journal of Research on Adolescence (Blackwell Bhblg Limited) 20(2), 307-
333. doi:10.1111/}.1532-7795.2009.00627 .x

Fredricks, J. A. & Eccles, J. S. (2006). Extraautar involvement and adolescent
adjustment impact of duration, number of actigitiend breadth of participation.

Applied Developmental Science(3)) 132-146.

Fredricks, J. A., & Eccles, J. S. (2006). Is Extwraicular Participation Associated With
Beneficial Outcomes? Concurrent and LongitudinglaRons.Developmental
Psychology42(4), 698-713. doi:10.1037/0012-1649.42.4.698

Fredricks, J. A., & Eccles, J. S. (2008). Partitignain extracurricular activities in the
middle school years: Are there developmental beneir African American and
European American youthPournal of Youth & Adolescenc&7(9), 1029-1043.
doi:10.1007/s10964-008-9309-4

Gadbois, S. & Bowker, A. (2007). Gender differenicethe relationships between
extracurricular activities participation, self-deption, and domain specific and
general self-esteerBpringer Science & Business Media B. V.,&665-689.
doi:10.1007/s11199-007-9211-77

Gilliland, L. (2007, March 28). Progress repdriimes-Journal’s Annual Special
Edition. Retrieved from http://www.timtebowbill.com/fortpagarticle.htm

Goodbread, C. (2006, Jan 1). She fought the lawTabdw won.The Times-Union.
[Electronic version]. Retrieved on December 31,206m
http://www.flhef.org/component/content/article/Bshe-fought-the-law-and-

tebow-won

90



Goodman, G. S., & Philip, Y. (2006). The value »fracurricular support in increased
student achievement: An assessment of a pupibpeet model including school
counselors and school psychologists concerningestuathievement as measured
by an Academic Performance Ind&ducational Research Quarterlg0(1), 3-
13. Retrieved from EBSC@st

Green, C. L., & Hoover-Dempsey, K. V. (2007). Whygharents homeschool? A
systematic examination of parental involvemé&maucation and Urban Society,
39,264-285. doi: 10.1177/0013124506294862

Guest, A. M. & McRee, N. (2009). A school-level bses of adolescent extracurricular
activity, delinquency, and depression: The imparéaof situational contexd.
Youth Adolescents 381-62. doi: 10.1007/s10964-0089279-6

Herrenkohl, L. R. (2008). Sociocultural theory dsras to understand organizational
learning.American Journal 114573-679.

HSLDA. (n.d.)Homeschooling thru high school: Beyond acadenjkfectronic
version]. Retrieved April 9, 2011 from
http://www.hslda.org/highschool/beyondacademigs.as

HSLDA. (2007).Equal access patrticipation of homeschooled studentsiblic school
activities.[Electronic version]. Retrieved on December 31,80bm
www.hslda.org/docs/inche/000000/00000049.asp

HSLDA. (2010).House Bill 429: Opening public school athleticshtumeschool
studentsRetrieved from
http://www.hslda.org/Legislation/State/tn/2009/TN&IED/default.asp

HSLDA. (2011).Laws.Retrieved from http://www.hslda.org/laws/defaulpas

91



HSLSA. (2011) State laws concerning participation of homeschaadents in public
school activitiesRetrieved from
http://www.hslda.org/docs/nche/lssues/E/Equal _Asqalf

Huerta, L.A., Gonzalez, M., & D’Entremont, C. (200€yber and home school charter
schools: Adopting policy to new forms of publihsoling. Peabody Journal of
Education (0161956X), 81), 103-139. doi: 10.1207/S15327930pje8101_6

Irvine, W. (2009). Homeschooled grandchildren: aalgryour worst fearsGrand
Magazine, &), 36-38.

Isenbergy, E. J. (2007). What have we learned adibauieschooling®Beabody Journal
of Education, 8@-3), 387-409.

Jackson, G. (2007). Home education transitions ferimal schooling: Student
perspectivedssues in Educational Researdv(1), 62-84.

Kilgore, K. E. (2009)An exploratory stud of public school administratqrerceptions
regarding public school education advanced by rewheol parentsDoctoral
dissertation). Available from ProQuest Dissertagiand Theses database. (UMI
3386949).

Klein, C. & Poplin, M. (2008). Families homeschagjiin a virtual charter school
systemMarriage & Family Review, 43/4), 369-395. Retrieved from
EBSCOhost.

Kocian, L. (2007, December 6). Expanding the hor&fowr home-school studenthe
Boston GlobeRetrieved August 13, 2012 from

www.boston.com/new/education/k_12/articles/2007/12/06/expanding_the ho

rizon

92



Kort-Butler, L., & Hagewen, K. (2011). School-Badextracurricular Activity
Involvement and Adolescent Self-Esteem: A Growthn@ AnalysisJournal of
Youth & Adolescencd((5), 568-581. doi:10.1007/s10964-010-9551-4

Kremer-Sadler, T., Izquierdo, C., & Fatigante, 010). Making meaning of everyday
practices: Parents’ attitudes toward children’saodrricular activities in the
United States and in ItalAnthropology & Education Quarterly 41), 35-54.
doi:10.1111/1.1548-1492.2010.01066.x

Krueger, R. A., & Casey, M. A. (200Focus groups: A practical guide for applied
research(4th ed.). Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.

Kunzman, R. (2009). Understanding homeschoolingefier approach to regulation.
Theory and Research in Educatioi3); 311-330.

Kvale, S. (1996)Interviews: An introduction to qualitative researncterviewing.
Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications.

Lagace-Sequin, D. G., & Case, E. (2010). Extracular activity and parental
involvement predict positive outcomes in elemgnsmhool childrenEarly
Childhood Development and Care, {80 453-462.

Lebeda, S. (2007). Homeschooling: Depriving chitdoé social development3ournal
of Contemporary Legal Issues, 1§, 99-104.

Lincoln, Y. S. & Guba, E.G. (1985\aturalistic Inquiry.Newbury Park, CA: Sage
Publications.

Lips, D. & Feinberg, E. (2008). Homeschooling: Aging option in American
educationThe Heritage Foundation, 2122-8.

Lips, D., & Feinberg, E. (2009). Homeschooling: Bheeping giant of American

93



educationlUSA Today Magazin@382772), 22-24. Retrieved from EBSGGst

Luebke, R., & Wisconsin Policy Research Inst., 299).Homeschooling in Wisconsin:
A Review of Current Issues and Trends Repiisconsin Policy Research
Report. Retrieved from ERIC database.

Mahoney, J. (2001, March). Participation in Schidiivities May Moderate Antisocial
Behavior.Clinician's Research Digesp. 6. Retrieved from PSycEXTRA
database.

Martin, J. (2007). The selves of education psyciial@€onceptions, contexts, and critical
considerations=Educational Psychologist, 42), 79-89.

Mason, M. J., Schmidt, C., Abraham, A., Walker,& Tercyak, K. (2009). Adolescents’
social environment and depression: Social netwaxksacurricular activity, and
family relationship influencedournal of Clinical Psychology in Medical
Settings16(4), 346-354. doi:10.1007/s10880-009-9169-4

McKeon, C. C. (2007, May 1A mixed methods nested analysis of homeschooliles st
instructional practices, and reading methodolog{&ctoral dissertation,
Capella University) Retrieved from EBSGQst.

McReynolds, K. (2007). Homeschoolirgncounter, 2®), 36-41. Retrieved from
EBSCOhost.

Memphis-Area Home Education Association. (n.d.yideed September 19, 2012 from
http://www.memphishomeschool.org/

Montana, L. M. (2011). Why we homeschaBbuntryside & Small Stock Journal,

Morgan, D. L. (1997)Focus groups as qualitative resear@® ed.). New Delhi, India:

Sage Publications.

94



Parsons, S., & Lewis, A. (2010). The home-educatiochildren with special needs or
disabilities in the UK: views of parents from amlioe surveylnternational
Journal of Inclusive Educatioi4(1), 67-86. doi:10.1080/13603110802504135

Patton, M. Q. (1990Qualitative evaluation and research meth¢2¥ ed.). Newbury
Park, CA: Sage Publications.

Patton, M. Q. (2002Qualitative research and evaluation methotisousand Oaks, CA:
Sage Publications.

Peck, S. C., Roeser, W. R., Zarrett, N., & Eccles§. (2008). Exploring the roles of
extracurricular activity quantity and quality ireteducational resilience of
vulnerable adolescents: variable- and pattern-cedt@épproachesournal of
School Issues, %), 135-155.

Peguero, A. A. (2008). Bullying victimization angteacurricular activityJournal of
School Violencer(3), 71-85. Retrieved from EBSQOst

Pittman, A. (2005). Home-schooled Children andrbahkolastic AthleteslOPERD: The
Journal of Physical Education, Recreation & Danté(5), 9-12. Retrieved from
Academic Search Complete database.

Princiotta, D., & Bielick, S. (2006 Homeschooling in the United States: 2@REES
2006-042).Washington, DC: U.S. Department of EdlanaNational Center for
Education Statistics.

Reeves, D. B. (2008). The learning leader/ theaextricular advantag&ducational
Leadership, 6636-87.

Romanowski, M. H. (2006). Revisiting the common hsyabout homeschoolinghe

Clearing House, January/February25-129.

95



Shi, H., Nakamura, K., Kizuki, M., Inose, T., Sejk, & Takano, T. (2006).
Extracurricular sports activity around growth gpamd improved tibial cortical
bone properties in late adolescenteta Paediatrica95(12), 1608-1613.
doi:10.1080/08035250600690609

Soronen, L. (2006, February). Homeschooling anda¥ve Good policy—and good
relations with parents—can help avert litigatibeadership Insider: Practical
Perspectives on School Law and PaliRgtrieved April 21, 2006, from
http://www.nsba.org/site/docs/38000/37939.pdf

Stake, R. (1995)The art of case study researdhousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications.

Stanger, J. J. (2010). School-based extracurridgaonomy.Teaching Science - the
Journal of the Australian Science Teachers Assiotigh6(2), 41-45. Retrieved
from EBSChost

Strapp, C. M., & Farr, R. J. (2010). To get invalva not: The relation among
extracurricular involvement, satisfaction, anddssaic achievement.eaching of
Psychology37(1), 50-54. doi:10.1080/00986280903425870

Tennessee Secondary School Athletic AssociatidiliP Home school student-athlete
eligibility. [Electronic version]. Retrieved on Aip
23, 2011, fronhttp://www.tssaa.org/Handbook/HomeSchoolRule.pdf

Tennessee Virtual Academy. (2012). General FAQ3elmessee Virtual Academy.
Retrieved July 28, 2012, from http://www.k12.comé/fags/general.

Terpstra, M. (1994). A home school/school distpattnershipEducational Leadership
52(1), 57. Retrieved from Associates Programs Sodatabase.

Tharp, R. G., & Gallimore, R. (1988Rousing minds to life: Teaching, learning, and

96



schooling in social contex€ambridge, England: Cambridge University Press.

The Home Education Foundation. (n.d.) [Electonicsin]. Retrieved from
http://www.flhef.org/pdf/Extra%20Curricular.pdf

The State of Alabama’s “Tim Tebow Bill.” (2008).Ig€tronic version]. Retrieved on
December 31, 2008, fromww.timtebow.com

THEA History(2011). Retrieved from http://homeschooling-
tennessee.org/history_of home_ed.html

Tudge, J & Rogoff, B. (1999). Peer influence onratige debelopment: Piagetian and

Vygotskian perspectives. In P. Lloyd & C. FernygbyEds.)Lev Vygotsky:
Critical assessments: Vol.(Bp 32-56). New York, NY: Routledge.

Vygotsky, L.S. (1978)Mind in SocietyCambridge, MA: Harvard University Press.

Vygotsky, L. S. (1960)Razvatie vysshikh psikhicheskikh tunKisie development of the
higher mental functions]. Moscow: Akad. Ped. NaREFSR.

Wade, S., Gary, S., Jenkins, J., Malqued, B., &Bau, C. (2006). MVP prom queens:
Effects of extracurricular activities on adoledcegif-assessment.

Webb, D. (1997). Home-schools and interscholagiicts: denying participation violates
United States constitutional due process and qoébction rights. Chalk Talk.
Journal of Law and Educatio26(3), 123-32. Retrieved from ERIC database.

Welman, J. C., & Kruger, S. J. (1998esearch methodology for the business and
administrative sciencedohannesburg, South Africa: International Thompso

Wheatley, K. F. (2009). Unschooling: An oasis ferdlopment and democracy.
Encounter, 2@2), 27-32. Retrieved from EBSCOhost.

Willingham, T. (2008). Libraries and Homeschoolésowledge QuesB7(1), 58-63.

97



Retrieved from EBSChbst.

Yin, R. K. (2003).Case study research: Design and methotfsEgition. Thousand
Oaks, CA: Sage Publications.

Yuracko, K. A. (2008). Education off the grid: Cah#ional constraints on home
schooling.California Law Review96(1), 123-184. Retrieved from EBS@Gst

Zehr, M. (2005). School activities open to Pa. hatigoolersEducation Week, Z53),
25.

Zeise, A. (2011)Number of Homeschoolers in the USRetrieved from
http://homeschooling.gomilpitas.com/weblinks/numbers.htm

Zinsser, W. K. (1998)On writing well: The classic guide to writing noctfon. New

York, NY: Harper Collins.

98



APPENDICES

Appendix A

11/06 Ref. #

APPLICATION TO USE HUMAN RESEARCH SUBJECTS
Liberty University
Committee On The Use of Human Research Subjects

1. Project Title: Homeschool Participation In Rulschool Extracurricular

Activities In Tennessee: A Case Study

2. Full Review[ | Expedited Review[X]

3. Funding Source (State N/A if not applicahle)}fAN

4. Principal Investigator:
Elizabeth Dawn Rockholt doctoral candidate ~ (90@)2305,
edrockholt@liberty.edu,
4675 Yum Yum Road; Somerville,
TN 38068

5. Faculty Sponsor (if student is PI), also list ceestigators below Faculty Sponsor, and
key personnel:

Erik Mullinix School of Education
(434)582-2445,
enmullinix@liberty.edu

Assistant Professor

6. Non-key personnel:

Name and Title Dept, Phone, E-mail address

7. Consultants:

Name and Title Dept., Phone, E-mail address

8. The principal investigator agrees to carry dw proposed project as stated in the
application and to promptly report to the Human j&ctis Committee any proposed
changes and/or unanticipated problems involvirkgrie subjects or others participating
in approved project in accordance with the Libeviiay and the_Confidentiality
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Statement The principal investigator has access to copied CFR 46and the
Belmont Report The principal investigator agrees to inform tHaman Subjects
Committee and complete all necessary reports shthed principal investigator
terminate University association. Additionally ségrees to maintain records and keep
informed consent documents for three years aftetpéetion of the project even if the
principal investigator terminates association \iligg University.

Elizabeth Dawn Rockholt

Principal Investigator Signature Date

Faculty Sponsor (If applicable) Date

Submit the original request to: Liberty University Institutional Review Board, CN Suite
1582, 1971 University Blvd., Lynchburg, VA 24502. Submit also via email to
irb@liberty.edu

APPLICATION TO USE HUMAN RESEARCH SUBJECTS

10. This project will be conducted at the followilogation(s): (please indicate
city & state)

[] Liberty University Campus

X Other (Specify); Memphis, TN
11. This project will involve the following subjettpes: (check-mark types to
be studied)

Normal Volunteers (Age 18-65) [ | Subjects Incapable Of Giving

Consent

[] In Patients [] Prisoners Or Institutionalized
Individuals

] Out Patients Minors (Under Age 18)

[] Patient Controls Over Age 65

] Fetuses University Students (PSYC

Dept. subject pool __ )
Cognitively Disabled
Risk Populations
[] Physically Disabled

L Do

Other Potentially Elevated
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[] Pregnant Women

12. Do you intend to use LU students, staff or tgcas participants in your study? If
you do not intend  to use LU participants in yowrdsg, please check “no” and proceed
directly to item 13.

YES[ ] NO[X

If so, please list the department and/classe$gpe to enlist and the
number of participants you would like to enroll.

In order to process your request to use LU stdje@ee must ensure that you have
contacted the
appropriate department and gained permissioallect data from them.

Signature of Department Chair:

Department Chair Signature(s) Date

13. Estimated number of subjects to be enrolla@disprotocol: 40

14. Does this project call for: (check-mark allttapply to this study)
[] Use of Voice, Video, Digital, or Image Recordings?
] Subject Compensation? Patients $  Volunteers $
Participant Payment Disclosure Form

[]  Advertising For Subjects? [l More
Than Minimal Risk?

[] More Than Minimal Psychological Stress? [] Alcohol

Consumption?

X Confidential Material (questionnaires, photos,)étc ] Waiver of

Informed Consent?

[] Extra Costs To The Subjects (tests, hospitadn, etc.)? [] VO2Max

Exercise?

] The Exclusion of Pregnant Women?

[] The Use of Blood? Total Amount of Blood

Over Time Period (days)
[] The Use of rDNA or Biohazardous materials?
[] The Use of Human Tissue or Cell Lines?
[] The Use of Other Fluids that Could Mask the Preser Blood (Including Urine
and Feces)?
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[] The Use of Protected Health Information (Obtaifrech Healthcare Practitioners
or Institutions)?

This project involves the use of lawestigational New Drug(IND) or anApproved
Drug For An Unapproved Use
[] YES X NO

Drug name, IND number and company:

This project involves the use of lawestigational Medical Deviceor anApproved
Medical Device For An Unapproved Use

[] YES X NO

Device name, IDE number and company:

The project involves the useRé&diation or Radioisotopes

[ ] YES X NO

Does investigator or key personnel have a piatesonflict of interest in this study?

[ ] YES X NO
EXPEDITED/FULL REVIEW APPLICATION NARRATIVE

A. PROPOSED RESEARCH

The purpose of this study is to seek answers r@gathe thoughts and
perceptions of parents whose children are activelylved in extracurricular activities
outside of the public school system specificallpa@erning current legislation regarding
homeschool participation in public school extramudar activities. Answers will also be
sought regarding the thoughts and perceptionsreinp@whose children are not actively
involved in supplemental activities outside of fobool system. The reasons why
homeschool parents would allow or not allow théitd{ren) to participate in public
school extracurricular activities in Tennesseéhdly were available, will also be
explored. Limited research exists specifically ba involvement of homeschool students

in public school extracurricular activities.
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The goal of all educators is to meet the needbevindividual students in the best
way possible. All students are created in God'agenand should be treated with
integrity and respect as fellow image-bearers aisthThis study will discover if
allowing homeschool students to participate in pusthool extracurricular activities
will help to meet more of the homeschool studenégds. It will also be explored
whether homeschool participation in public schodtacurricular activities is a desire, or

a need, and if it should be addressed.

B. SPECIFIC PROCEDURES TO BE FOLLOWED
° First, the local homeschooling organization Wwél contacted and a

meeting set with the president asking to send zesuo all
homeschooling families of high school students @stw ennessee
involved in their organization. The survey willtrf@me anonymous as this
is how patrticipants will be contacted for interviear the focus group.
The survey is from the 2005 National Household B&tioa Survey by the
National Center for Educational Statistics. Arommfied consent form will
also be sent with the survey. The survey will als&ut the family’s
participation in extracurricular activities. Frdhe responses, families
will be chosen for interviews that are involvedfie most extracurricular
activities, outside of the public school systemm&imum of eight
parents will be interviewed but a list will be kepth other families to
interview if saturation or redundancies are nothea. The researcher
will conduct the interviews at a time and place ieaonvenient for the

participants. Saturation is reached when no néevrimation is being
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found that adds to my understanding of the categoopncept. A
separate group of eight parents will be chosena filmcus group, from the
surveys that do not choose to seek outside soofcgpplemental
activities for their children. Participants wikladvised as to the time and
place that the focus group will take place. Theutogroup will be
scheduled at a location that is central to the ntgjof participants. All
parents will also be asked to fill in a blank moo#ttendar that should
show the lessons and other extracurricular actwitineir child(ren)
participate in during a typical month. When paseagree to be
participants in either the focus group or intervigney will be sent the
blank calendar to fill out and bring to either theierview or the focus
group depending upon which they have been askpdrtipate in.

The parents will be called via the phone by trsearcher and
asked for an interview at a time and place of tbenvenience. The
interviews will be scheduled within two weeks ofeeving the completed
surveys. Notes will be taken of the interviews &nadscribed by the
researcher. The interviews will be semi-structuaed last approximately
one hour. A separate group of eight parentsoofdschooled high
school students who do not actively participatextracurricular activities
outside of the local public school system will Is&ed to participate in a
focus group. The focus group will be scheduledhinitwo weeks of
receiving the completed surveys. Notes will beeta&f the focus group

by the researcher and transcribed for data anaysise researcher.
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Pseudonyms will be used for all transcriptions.e®pnd axial coding
will be used after transcription has taken placbaih the interviews and
focus groups.

SUBJECTS

] I would like to include parents of homescleabhigh students that both

participate in extracurricular activities outsmfetheir local public school
system
as well as those who do not participate in suppleary activities.

° Families who do not have any high school aged hohweded children
will be excluded.

° Parents will be the only ones interviewed or agkeplarticipate in the
focus group as | want to know why they have madkaar making the
decisions they do regarding participation in exdracular activities.

° The maximum number | will interview is 30 individil5 couples and ten
participants in the focus group. The survey wdldent to 75-100
families. It is not expected that the researchénreceive them all back.

RECRUITMENT OF SUBJECTS AND OBTAINING INFORMED

CONSENT

° The local homeschool organization will be contdateperson by the
researcher. The researcher will briefly explainghgoose of the study and
the contents of the informed consent letter thatars the study in brief
and why | need participants as well as the possibiefits to the local
homeschooling community as a whole. The orgdoizavill be asked to

send home the surveys to the families that megbrihide of having at

105



least one high school student. The survey will@xghat | am a doctoral
student conducting research. There will be arrméal consent form
included as well as a self-addressed envelopdnésiirvey and informed
consent form to be returned to me. My contactrimftion will be
included for parents to call or email me with amestions regarding

participation.

PROCEDURES FOR PAYMENT OF SUBJECTS
° The participants will be entered into a drawingddb50 Amazon gift card

for their participation.

CONFIDENTIALITY

° Pseudonyms will be used in the notes as wehasranscriptions.

° Any identifying information will be stored in a ggword protected folder
in a password protected computer. A key will bptKer the pseudonyms
and will be stored separately from the rest ofdat on the researcher’s
computer in another password protected folder.

Open and axial coding will be used while analgzime data. Open coding
will be the initial classification and labeling vidniaxial codial will make
connections among the categories and subcategories.

The research related data will be stored for@mum of three years from
the end of the study per federal regulations. ddtea will be permanently
deleted from the computer at the end of that tiersop.

POTENTIAL RISKS TO SUBJECTS

° The research is of minimal risk as the participamtl be speaking of their
thoughts and feelings regarding their child(rerg participation in
extracurricular activities.

BENEFITS TO BE GAINED BY THE INDIVIDUAL AND/OR SOCIETY

° The results of this study might show that thera ieed for legislation to
change in Tennessee to allow for the homeschottypetion in public
school extracurricular activities. This would b&nall homeschool
students in Tennessee.

° Extracurricular activities have many benefitstiodents. Society will
benefit from the students being benefitted, asthdents will have higher
college expectations, as well as increased sedkeast Both of these
outcomes will act as a benefit to society as a whol
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INVESTIGATOR’S EVALUATION OF THE RISK-BENEFIT RATIO

The benefits are greater than the minimal risksehby this research. The study
has the potential to effect the homeschooling comtypas a whole in the state of
Tennessee whereas the only foreseeable risksahdiecfound is minimal as the
participants will be speaking of their childrensolvement in extracurricular
activities.

WRITTEN INFORMED CONSENT FORM (Please attach to the Application
Narrative. See Informed Consent | RB materials for assistance in developing an
appropriate form. See K below if considering waiving signed consent or informed
consent)

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS (to be attached to the Application Narrative)

COPIES:

For investigators requesting Expedited Review or Full Review, email the
application along with all supporting materials to the IRB (irb@liberty.edu).
Submit one hard copy with all supporting documents as well to the Liberty
University Institutional Review Board, Campus North Suite 1582, 1971
University Blvd., Lynchburg, VA 24502.
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CONSENT FORM
Homeschooled Patrticipation in Public School Extrecular Activities
Elizabeth Dawn Rockholt
Liberty University
School of Education

You are invited to be in a research study of hommesled high school students’ participation in
public school extracurricular activities. You wesedected as a possible participant because you
have a high school aged homeschool student. Wthaslkou read this form and ask any
guestions you may have before agreeing to be isttigy.

This study is being conducted by: Elizabeth DawgkRolt, School of Education at Liberty
University.

Background Information

The purpose of this study is: The purpose of thidysis to seek answers regarding the thoughts
and perceptions of parents whose children areegtimvolved in extracurricular activities

outside of the public school system specificallpagrning the current legislation regarding
current legislation regarding homeschool partiégrain public school extracurricular activities.
Answers will also be sought regarding the thouginid perceptions of parents whose children are
not actively involved in supplemental activitiedside of the school system. The reasons why a
homeschool parent would allow or not allow theiildien to participate in public school
extracurricular activities in Tennessee, if theyavavailable will also be explored.

Procedures:

If you agree to be in this study, we would ask y@do the following things:This study will
involve the use of a brief survey (included witistletter), interview or focus group
participation (one hour duration for each) andlaediout blank calendar of your
homeschool child’s extracurricular activities fotygical month (if any). Notes will be
taken during the interviews and focus group anaistcebed by the researcher.

Risks and Benefits of being in the Study

The risks to participation are here: The riskshig study are no more than the participant

would encounter in everyday life.
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The benefits to participation aé:the study shows that homeschool participation in
public school activities is a desired outcome it nave a pronounced impact on the
homeschool population of west Tennessee if and ybéay changes are made. Options
for participation that were not previously acceksisould now be accessible. Itis
possible that the ability to participate in puldzhool extracurricular activities might
open doors for homeschooled students and theirdsitinat would not have been so
easily opened beforehand. If the study showshbateschool participation in public
school extracurricular activities is not a desioeticome, it will allow policy makers to

stop discussing this policy for the present.

Compensation:
Each returned survey is entered into a drawin@ 50 Amazon gift card.

Confidentiality:

The records of this study will be kept privatealmy sort of report we might publish, we will not
include any information that will make it possilbéeidentify a subject. Research records will be
stored securely and only the researcher will haeess to the recorddny identifying
information will be stored in a password protediader in a password protected
computer. A key will be kept for the pseudonymd aiill be stored separately from the
rest of the data on the researcher’s computerathan password protected folder. The
research related data will be stored for a mininaditihree years from the end of the
study per federal regulations. The data will beymnently deleted from the computer at
the end of that time period.

There are limits to the confidentiality. For exdejghe researcher cannot assure that
other participants will maintain the subject’'s adehtiality and privacy in the focus

group.

Voluntary Nature of the Study:
Participation in this study is voluntary. Your d&on whether or not to participate will not affect

your current or future relations with the LibertyiMersity. If you decide to participate, you are
free to not answer any question or withdraw attamg with out affecting those relationships.

109



Contacts and Questions:

The researcher conducting this study is: ElizaBettvn Rockholt. You may ask any questions
you have now. If you have questions laten) are encouragedo contact them at 4675 Yum
Yum Road, Somerville, TN 38068, (901) 230-2105pelhcolt@liberty.eduErik Mullinix is my
dissertation chair and can be reached at enmul@ikerty.edu

If you have any questions or concerns regardirgygtudy and would like to talk to someone
other than the researcher(gpu are encouragedo contact the Institutional Review Board, Dr.
Fernando Garzon, Chair, 1971 University Blvd, SuB82, Lynchburg, VA 24502 or email at
fgarzon@liberty.edu.

You will be given a copy of thisinformation to keep for your records.

Statement of Consent:

I have read and understood the above informatibavé asked questions and have received
answers. | consent to participate in the study.

Signature: Date:

Address:

Phone Number:
Email Address:

Signature of Investigator: Date:
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Interview Guide
Semi-Structured Interview
Research Questions to Be Addressed in Conversatilmerview
1. If public school extracurricular activities wereadlable to homeschool
students in Tennessee would you allow your chilgadicipate? Why or why

not?

2. What are your thoughts and opinions about cureggislation regarding

homeschool participation in public school extramudar activities?

3. Why is your homeschooled child involved in extramular activities?

111



Focus Group Guide
Questions to Be Addressed in Focus Group
1. If public school extracurricular activities wereadlable to homeschool
students in Tennessee would you allow your chilgadicipate? Why or

why not?

2. What are your thoughts and opinions about cureggislation regarding

homeschool participation in public school extramudar activities?

3. Why is your homeschooled child not involved in extirricular activities?
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Parent Survey
Please circle the correct answers or write the arsan the lines for your family and
return in the self-addressed stamped envelope altthghe signed informed consent
form.
1. Is/are your high school age child/children involwveeextracurricular activities?
Yes/No
2. If yes, how many extracurricular activities is/gar high school child/children

involved in?

3. Which extracurricular activities is/are your higtheol child/children involved
in?
Fine Arts
Sports
Foreign Language
Science Labs
4. How would you classify your ethnicity?
Caucasian
African American
Asian American

American Indian
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Appendix B
Informed Consent
Liberty University
Dawn Rockholt
4675 Yum Yum Road
Somerville, TN 38068
(901) 230-2105

edrockholt@liberty.edu

Homeschool Participation in Public School Activétie Tennessee: A Case Study
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Dear Participant,

My name is Dawn Rockholt and | am an Educationaldezship doctoral student
at Liberty University in Lunchburg, VA. | am concling research on the extracurricular
activities of the high school homeschooled studefitgou are interested in assisting me
with this study, please complete the enclosed sueme return it with the signed
informed consent form in the self-addressed stanepedlope. Each returned survey is
entered into a drawing for a $50 Amazon gift card.

From the returned surveys, ten respondants witldogacted for interviews. The
interviews will last approximately 1 hour. Anothaterview will be scheduled if it
seems necessary. The interview will be recordettdmscription and data analysis and
pseudonyms will be used for all records. Aftertbeording is transcribed the recording
will be erased.

Some survey respondants will be asked to partieipaa focus group. Each
focus group will have eight participants. The feguoups will be recorded for
transcription and data analaysis and pseudonyn®evilsed for all records. After the

recording is transcribed the recording will be echs

| give my permission to be contacted for this study

Signature

Printed name
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Appendix C
Parent Survey
Please circle the correct answers or write the arsan the lines for your family and
return in the self-addressed stamped envelope altthghe signed informed consent
form.
5. Is/are your high school age child/children involeeextracurricular activities?
Yes/No
6. If yes, how many extracurricular activities is/gaur high school child/children

involved in?

7. Which extracurricular activities is/are your higthsol child/children involved
in?
fine arts
sports
foreign language
science labs
8. How would you classify your ethnicity?
Caucasion
African American
Asian American

American Indian
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Appendix D

Calendar

Month

Sund Mond Tuesd Wednes Thursd Frid
ay ay ay day ay )4

Saturday

© 2007 Vertex42 LLC,
www.vertex42.com/calendars
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