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Syllabus for 
Special Topics: Terrorism 
GOVT 497 – Summer 2002 
Dr. Steven Alan Samson 

Liberty University 
School of Business and Government 

 
 

I. Course Description   A seminar on the intellectual, historical, and political aspects of 
modern terrorism as a political phenomenon.  

 
II. Rationale  This course directly supports Aims 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10 of the 

Liberty University Statement of Purpose. 
 
III. Prerequisite  GOVT 200 or GOVT 220, preferably both 
 
IV. Materials List   
  
 Purchase:  
 Davies, James Chowning, ed. When Men Revolt and Why [D] 
 Esposito, John L. Unholy War [E] 
 Ortega y Gasset, José. The Revolt of the Masses [O]  
 
 Handouts: 
 Billington, James. Fire in the Minds of Men [Bi] 
 Brinton, Crane. Anatomy of Revolution [Br] 
 Henderson, Harry. Global Terrorism [He] 
 Hoge, James F., Jr., and Gideon Rose, How Did This Happen? [H-R] 
 Jenkins, Brian M. “Anatomy of a Terrorist Attack” 
 Kuehnelt-Leddihn, Erik von. Leftism Revisited [K-L] 
 Miller Center Report 
 Minogue, Kenneth. Politics: A Very Short Introduction [M] 
 Solzhenitsyn, Alexander. From Under the Rubble [S] 
 Tocqueville, Alexis de. Democracy in America [T] 
  
 Internet: 
 www.fpri.org 
 www.ipl.org/reading/news/ 
 www.stratfor.com 
  
V. Course Objectives/Requirements 

 
1. Students will be exposed to a variety of philosophical, historical, and  social 

science perspectives that have contributed to an understanding of terrorism. 
2. Students will learn how to analyze and compare the history, social psychology, 

and political behavior of mass movements generally and the role played by 
political violence. 

  
VI. Graded Requirements 
 

1. Each student is responsible for completing reading assignments prior to class 
and should keep a loose leaf notebook of class materials. 

2. Participation is an essential part of class.  Textbook chapters, collateral readings, 
and current events will be the subject of class commentary and discussions.  On 
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some days, each student will be given reading to summarize.  Students should 
always be prepared to discuss textbook readings and current events. 

3. Students will be tested on the lecture and reading material through a series of 
two take-home essay and short answer tests that should be returned at the 
scheduled date and time.  All make-up work must be completed before the last 
class period. 

4. Each student will research and write an original term paper (8-12 pages double-
spaced) or book review on a topic related to terrorism and then present a 
summary of it to the class.  The bibliography contains suggested resources. 
Barnes & Noble carries some recent titles, such as Peter L. Bergen’s Holy War, 
Inc., Steven Emerson’s American Jihad, Walter Lacqueur’s The New Terrorism, 
Benjamin Netanyahu’s Fighting Terrorism, Osterholm and Schwartz’s Living 
Terrors, and Simon Reeve’s The New Jackals.  Only one person may report on 
any single book.  Several works, such as James Billington’s Fire in the Minds of 
Men, Erik von Kuehnelt-Leddihn’s Leftism Revisited, and Eugen Rosenstock-
Huessy’s Out of Revolution, are available in the library for research purposes.    

 5. The grading scale is 100-90=A, 89-80=B, 79-70=C, 69-60=D, 59 and below=F. 
 
VII. Attendance  Students are supposed to arrive on time for every class meeting.  Students 

who are absent due to illness or emergency should notify the professor prior to class or 
soon afterward.  Excused absences include participation in university-sponsored events, 
serious illness (if accompanied by a physician's note), or a family emergency.  Four 
unexcused absences will result in a failing grade.  Persistent tardiness will have a 
detrimental effect on grades. 

 
VIII. Dress Code  Observe the Liberty Way.  Students who are not in appropriate 
 campus attire will not be admitted to class.  Caps will not be worn in class.  Other than 
 drinks, there will be no eating in the classroom. 
 
IX. Office Location, Phone, E-Mail, Hours 
 

School of Business and Government, DH 130 
Phone: 582-2640 
E-Mail: ssamson@liberty.edu 
Hours: MWF 8-9, 1:15-2:15; T 9:30-11:30; by appointment 
 

 CLASS SCHEDULE 
 
May 
Mon. 13 Introduction: The Passing of Traditional Society  Suggested film: The Tree of 
   Wooden Clogs (at Cleary’s). 
Tues. 14 Responses to Modernity  D. Introduction, The Russian Monk (Masaryk), The 
   Village Community in Collision with Capitalism (Boeke); Zacharia in H-R 
Wed. 15 Ideology and Dependency  D. The Threat of Abandonment, National 
   Independence; M. Foreword, chs. 12-13.   
Thu. 16 The Leftist Mind  K-L. Introduction, 1-4.  Suggested: review Bastiat on legal 
   plunder. 
Fri. 17 Equality vs. Liberty  D. Tocqueville, Bourgeois and Proletarians (Marx and 
   Engels); T. 12-13 
Mon. 20 Minorities and Multitudes   D. Riots and Rioters (Wada and Davies);  Politics, 
   Nichomachean Ethics (Aristotle); O. 1-2 
Tue. 21 Rule of the Masses  O. 3-7 
Wed. 22 Liberal Democracy vs. Primitivism  O. 8-11 
Thu. 23 The State  O. 12-14:5  First Test: Return Monday 
Fri. 24 Loss of Roots  O. 14:6-15   
Mon.  27 Revolutionary Faith  Fabian Society stained-glass window; Shafarevich in S; 
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  Bi. Introduction; Br. 
Tue. 28 The Explosion  Jenkins in H-R; Bi. 14; D. A Summary of Revolutions (Brinton) 
Wed. 29 Theoretical Frameworks  Doran in H-R; D. Toward a Theory of Revolution 
   (Davies), Slavery and Personality (Elkins) 
Thu.  30 D. Aggression Follows Frustration (Dollard, et al.), The Study of Urban Violence 
  (Berkowitz) 
Fri. 31 Ajami in H-R; D. Rapid Growth as a Destabilizing Force (Olson), Political 
   Violence in Venezuela, 1948-1962 (Gude) 
June 
Mon. 3 Terrorism and Its Context  He; Miller Center Report; E. 1 
Tue. 4 E. 2  Second Test: Return Friday 
Wed. 5 E. 3 
Thu. 6 E. 4   
Fri. 7 Reports 
 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 
 
Afghanistan and Central Asia: Pre-1973 
Hopkirk, Peter. The Great Game: The Struggle for Empire in Central Asia. New York: Kodansha 
 International, 1992. 
________. Setting the East Ablaze: Lenin's Dream of an Empire in Asia. New York: Kodansha 
  International, 1995. 
Meyer, Karl E., and Shareen Blair Brysac. Tournament of Shadows: The Great Game and the 
 Race for Empire in Central Asia. Washington: Counterpoint, 1999. 
Afghanistan and Central Asia: Post-1973 
Cooley, John K. Unholy Wars: Afghanistan, America and International Terrorism, 2nd ed. London: 
 Pluto, 2000. 
Kaplan, Robert D. Soldiers of God: With Islamic Warriors in Afghanistan and Pakistan. New 
  York: Vintage, 2001. 
Rashid, Ahmed. Jihad: The Rise of Militant Islam in Central Asia. New Haven: Yale University, 
  2002. 
________. Taliban: Militant Islam, Oil and Fundamentalism in Central Asia. New Haven: Yale 
  Nota Bene, 2001. 
www.afghan-web.com/politics/ 
Africa 
Berkeley, Bill. The Graves Are Not Yet Full: Race, Tribe and Power in the Heart of Africa. New 
 York: Basic Books, 2001. 
Huband, Mark. The Skull Beneath the Skin: Africa after the Cold War. Boulder: Westview, 2001. 
Gourevitch, Philip. We Wish to Inform You That Tomorrow We Will Be Killed with Our Families: 
 Stories from Rwanda. New York: Picador USA, 1999. 
Hochschild, Adam. King Leopold's Ghost: A Story of Greed, Terror, and Heroism in Colonial 
 Africa. New York: Houghton Mifflin, 1998. 
Wrong, Michela. In the Footsteps of Mr. Kurtz: Living on the Brink of Disaster in Mobutu's Congo. 
 New York: HarperCollins, 2001. 
Arabian Peninsula and the Arabs 
Hitti, Philip K. The Arabs: A Short History, revised ed. South Bend: Gateway, 1996. 
Hourani, Albert. A History of the Arab Peoples. New York: MJF, 1991. 
Lewis, Bernard. The Arabs in History, revised ed. New York: Harper & Row, 1967. 
Maalouf, Amin. The Crusades through Arab Eyes. New York: Schocken, 1984. 
Asia 
Aung San Suu Kyi and Alan Clements. Voice of Hope, reprint ed. Seven Stories, 1998. 
Fink, Christina. Living Silence: Burma under Military Rule. Zed Books, 2001. 
Ung, Loung. First They Killed My Father: A Daughter of Cambodia Remembers. New York: 
 Perennial, 2000. 
Balkans 
Kaplan, Robert D. Balkan Ghosts: A Journey through History, reprint ed. New York: Vintage, 
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 1994. 
Developing World 
Kaplan, Robert D. Eastward to Tartary: Travels in the Balkans, the Middle East, and the 
 Caucasus. New York: Vintage, 2001.  
________ The Ends of the Earth: From Togo to Turkmenistan, From Iran to Cambodia -- 
 a Journey to the Frontiers of Anarchy. New York: Vintage, 1996. 
Shawcross, William. Deliver Us from Evil: Peacekeepers, Warlords and a World of Endless 
 Conflict. New York: Touchstone, 2001. 
Genocide and Concentration Camps 
Hilberg, Raul. Victims, Perpetrators, Bystanders: The Jewish Catastrophe 1933-1945. New York: 
 Harper Perennial, 1993. 
Ignatieff, Michael. The Warrior's Honor: Ethnic War and the Modern Conscience, reprint ed. 
 New York: Owl, 1998. 
Lindqvist, Sven. "Exterminate All the Brutes". New York: New Press, 1996. 
Mandani, Mahmood. When Victims Become Killers: Colonialism, Nativism, and Genocide in 
 Rwanda. Princeton University, 2001. 
Melvern, Linda. A People Betrayed: The Role of the West in Rwanda's Genocide. New York: 
 Zed, 2000. 
Neuffer, Elizabeth. The Key to My Neighbor's House: Seeking Justice in Bosnia and Rwanda. 
 New York: Picador USA, 2001. 
Todorov, Tzvetan, et al. Facing the Extreme: Moral Life in the Concentration Camps, reprint ed. 
 New York: Henry Holt, 1997. 
Zayas, Alfred-Maurice de. A Terrible Revenge: The Ethnic Cleansing of the East European 
 Germans, 1945-1950. New York: St. Martin's, 1994. 
Iran 
Wright, Robin. The Last Great Revolution: Turmoil and Transformation in Iran. New York: 
  Vintage, 2001. 
Iraq and the Persian Gulf States 
Butler, Richard. The Greatest Threat: Iraq, Weapons of Mass Destruction, and the Crisis of 
 Global Security. Public Affairs, 2001. 
Huffman, Karen Kirk. Living the Nightmare: Escape from Kuwait. Lincoln: Dageforde, 1999. 
Mylroie, Laurie. The War Against America: Saddam Hussein and the World Trade Center 
 Attacks. New York: Regan, 2001. 
Sasson, Jean P. The Rape of Kuwait: The True Story of Iraqi Atrocities Against a Civilian 
 Population. New York: Knightsbridge, 1991. 
Islamic Religion, Politics, and Culture 
Esposito, John L. The Islamic Threat: Myth or Reality? 3rd ed. New York: Oxford University, 
  1999.  
Fluehr-Lobban, Carolyn. Against Islamic Extremism: The Writings of Muhammad Sa'id al- 
 'Ashmawy. Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2001. 
Mernissi, Fatima. Islam and Democracy: Fear of the Modern World.  
Said, Edward W. Covering Islam: How the Media and the Experts Determine How We See the 
 Rest of the World, revised ed. New York: Vintage, 1997. 
Wright, Robin. Sacred Rage: The Wrath of Militant Islam. New York: Touchstone, 2001. 
Israel and Palestine: History 
Laqueur, Walter, and Barry Rubin. The Israel-Arab Reader: A Documentary History of the Middle 
 East Conflict. 6th revised ed. New York: Penguin, 2001. 
Israel and Palestine: Politics and Culture 
Charney, Leon H. The Charney Report: Confronting the Arab-Israeli Conflict. Ft. Lee: Barricade, 
  2001. 
Cohn-Sherbok, Dan, and Dawoud el-Alami. The Palestine-Israel Conflict: A Beginner's Guide. 
  Oxford: Oneworld, 2001. 
Mishal, Shaul, and Avraham Sela. The Palestinian Hamas: Vision, Violence, and Coexistence. 
 New York: Columbia University, 2000. 
Said, Edward W. The Politics of Dispossession: The Struggle for Palestinian Self-Determination, 
 1969-1994. New York: Vintage, 1995. 



 

 

Shipler, David K. Arab and Jew: Wounded Spirits in a Promised Land. New York: Random 
  House, 1986. 
Shlaim, Avi. War and Peace in the Middle East: A Concise History, revised. New York: Penguin, 
 1995. 
Kashmir 
Schofield, Victoria. Kashmir in Conflict: India, Pakistan, and the Unfinished War. London: I.B. 
  Taurus, 2000. 
www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/3023/kashmir.html (pro-Pakistan) 
www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/Senate/5777/ 
www.greaterkashmir.com 
www.hrw.org/campaigns/kashmir/1994/ (Human Rights Watch) 
www.jammu-kashmir.com (pro-India) 
www.jammukashmir.net (independent) 
www.kashmir-information.com 
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www.kashmirtimes.com 
www.ummah.org.uk/kashmir/ 
Near and Middle East: General 
Bard, Michael G. The Complete Idiot's Guide to Middle East Conflict. Indianapolis: Alpha, 1999. 
Hiro, Dilip. Dictionary of the Middle East. New York: St. Martin's, 1996. 
Lewis, Bernard. The Multiple Identities of the Middle East. New York: Schocken, 2001. 
________. What Went Wrong?: Western Impact and Middle Eastern Response. New York: 
 Oxford, 2002. 
McAlister, Melani. Epic Encounters: Culture, Media, and U.S. Interests in the Middle East, 1945- 
 2000. Berkeley: University of California, 2001. 
Miller, Judith. God Has Ninety-Nine Names: Reporting from a Militant Middle East. New York: 
 Touchstone, 1996. 
Weatherby, Joseph N. The Middle East and North Africa: A Political Primer. New York: Longman, 
  2002. 
Near and Middle East: History 
Fregosi, Paul. Jihad in the West: Muslim Conquests from the 7th to the 21st Century. Amherst: 
 Prometheus, 1998. 
Lewis, Bernard. The Assassins: A Radical Sect in Islam. Oxford University, 1987. 
________. Islam in History: Ideas, People, and Events in the Middle East. Chicago: Open 
  Court, 2001. 
________. The Jews of Islam, reprint ed. Princeton University, 1987. 
________. The Middle East: A History of the Last 2,000 Years, reprint ed. New York: Touchstone, 
 1997. 
________, ed. A Middle East Mosaic: Fragments of Life, Letters and History. New York: Random 
  House, 2000. 
Mansfield, Peter. A History of the Middle East. New York: Penguin, 1992. 
Massoulié, François. Middle East Conflicts. New York: Interlink, 1999. 
Political Culture: National Differences and Globalization 
Barber, Benjamin R. Jihad vs. McWorld: How Globalism and Tribalism Are Reshaping the World. 
 New York: Ballantine, 1996. 
Codevilla, Angelo M. The Character of Nations: How Politics Makes and Breaks Prosperity, 
 Family, and Civility. New York: Basic, 1997. 
Gellner, Ernest. Conditions of Liberty: Civil Society and Its Rivals. New York: Penguin, 1994. 
Huntington, Samuel P. The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of World Order. New York: 
  Touchstone, 1996. 
Resource Wars 
Klare, Michael T. Resource Wars: The New Landscape of Global Conflict. Metropolitan, 2001. 
Yergin, Daniel. The Prize: The Epic Duel for Oil, Money, and Power. New York: Touchstone, 
  1992. 
Russia and the Soviet Empire 
Courtois, Stephane, et al. The Black Book of Communism: Crimes, Terror, Repression. 
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  Cambridge: Harvard University, 1999.  
Crozier, Brian. The Rise and Fall of the Soviet Empire. Roseville: Forum, 2000. 
Gaddis, John Lewis. We Now Know: Rethinking Cold War History. New York: Clarendon, 1997. 
Terrorism and Political Violence: Individuals and Organizations 
Alexander, Yonah, and Michael S. Swetnam. Usama bin Laden's al-Qaida: Profile of a Terrorist 
 Network. Ardsley: Transnational, 2001. 
Bergen, Peter L. Holy War, Inc.: Inside the Secret World of Osama bin Laden. New York: Free 
 Press, 2001. 
Bodansky, Yossef. Bin Laden: The Man Who Declared War on America. New York: Forum, 
  2001. 
Emerson, Steven. American Jihad: The Terrorists Living among Us. New York: Free Press, 2002. 
Harmon, Christopher C. Terrorism Today. Frank Cass, 2000. 
Henderson, Harry. Global Terrorism: The Complete Reference Guide. New York: Checkmark, 
  2001. 
Hoffman, Bruce. Inside Terrorism. New York: Columbia University, 1999. 
Hoge, James F., Jr., and Gideon Rose, eds. How Did This Happen: Terrorism and the New War. 
 New York: Public Affairs, 2001. 
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Netanyahu, Benjamin. Fighting Terrorism: How Democracies Can Defeat Domestic and 
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