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VI.

Syllabus for
American Constitutional Development
GOVT 421 — Autumn 2004
Dr. Steven Alan Samson
Liberty University
School of Business and Government

Course Description A survey of American constitutional development from British and colonial
origins to the present, emphasizing the history of the Supreme Court and the development of the
constitutional framework.

Rationale This course directly supports Aims 1, 2, 3, 4,5, 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10 of the Liberty
University Statement of Purpose.

Prerequisite GOVT 200 or GOVT 220, six hours of American history

Materials List

American Constitutional Development: Outline and Readings
Evans, M. Stanton. The Theme Is Freedom [E]

McDonald, Forrest. A Constitutional History of the United States [M]
Websites:

http://www.wesriddle.com/

Course Objectives/Requirements

1 To provide an overview of the key ideas and purposes that have shaped the American
political experiment and introduce the major sources of American constitutional
development from the colonial period to the present.

2. To better equip students to understand, participate in, and evaluate American political
processes.

Graded Requirements

1. Each student is responsible for completing reading assignments prior to class and should
keep a loose-leaf notebook of class materials. It is suggested that readings and study
aids be brought to class.

2. Participation is an essential part of class. Students should be prepared to discuss
textbook readings and current events.

3. Students will be tested on the lecture and reading material through a series of
seven tests. (100% of the grade)

4. Tests must be taken at the scheduled date and time. The lowest test score will be

dropped if the student visits and writes a 2-3 page report on Monticello, Montpelier, or
Red Hill; or participates in one of three panel discussions to be held late in the semester.
Topics might cover a wide range of issues, such as the Pledge of Allegiance and other
expressions of faith, marriage and families, environmental regulation, women in the
military, the war on terrorism, illegal immigration, or the judicial usurpation of politics.

5. Honors: Each student is encouraged to read one of the books listed below and write a
brief 5-7 page abstract. Some of the shorter works by Alvarado, Amos, Bradford,
Burgess, Carey, Kendall, Kirk, Lutz, Maier, Mcllwain, Morley, Norton, Rushdoony, or
Storing are especially recommended. The abstract should summarize the author’s thesis
(argument) and major points, then give a critical evaluation. The books may be chosen


http://www.wesriddle.com/�

on a first come, first served basis. The lowest test score will be dropped upon satisfactory
completion of this assignment.

6. The grading scale is 100-90=A, 89-80=B, 79-70=C, 69-60=D, 59 and below=F.
VII. Attendance Students are required to arrive on time for every class meeting. Students
who are absent due to illness or emergency should notify the professor prior to class or soon
afterward. Excused absences include participation in university-sponsored events, serious illness
(if accompanied by a physician’s note), or a family emergency. Eight absences will resultin a
failing grade. Persistent tardiness will also have a detrimental effect on grades.
VIII. Dress Code Observe the Liberty Way. Food is not permitted. Students who are not in
appropriate campus attire will not be admitted to class.
IX. Office Location, Phone, E-Mail, Hours
School of Business and Government, DH 1031
Phone: 582-2640
E-Mail: ssamson@liberty.edu
Hours: MWF 1:20-2:10, 3:20-4:10; TR 8:00-10:40; by appointment
CLASS SCHEDULE
August
Wed. 25 Introduction; Federalist 10: www.constitution.org/fed/federal0.htm
Fri. 27 Federalist 10; Federalist 39: www.constitution.org/fed/federa39.htm
Mon. 30 Federalist 51: www.constitution.org/fed/federa51.htm; Antifederalist
September
Wed. 1 Francis Lieber [Convocation]
Fri. 3 Lieber; Wesley Allen Riddle
Mon. 6 Riddle; E. Introduction
Wed. 8 E.1
Fri. 10 E.2
Mon. 13 E.3
Wed. 15 E. 4; FIRST QUIZ: Evans, 1-3; Riddle; Lieber; Federalist and Anti-Federalist
Fri. 17 E.5
Mon. 20 E.6
Wed. 22 E.7
Fri. 24 E.8
Mon. 27 E. 9; Collateral: Helen Silving [see Blackboard]
Wed. 29 E. 10; SECOND QUIZ: Evans, 4-8 [may be given on Friday]
October
Fri. 1 E. 11
Mon. 4 E. 12
Wed. 6 E. 13; Collateral: David Hall:
www.caledonianfire.org/caledonianfire/docs/declarationhall.htm
Fri. 8 E. 14
Mon. 11 E. 15
Wed. 13 E. 16; THIRD QUIZ: Evans, 9-12
Fri. 15 E. 17
Mon. 18 Preliminary Panel Discussion Meeting
Wed. 20 Ellis Sandoz: www.townhall.com/phillysoc/sandozrule.htm
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Fri. 22 Sandoz; M. Preface

Mon. 25 M. 1; FOURTH QUIZ: Evans, 13-17

Wed. 27 M. 1

Fri. 29 M. 2

November

Mon. 1 M. 2

Wed. 3 M. 3

Fri. 5 M. 3; FIFTH QUIZ: Samson, McDonald, Preface, 1-2
Mon. 8 M. 4; Collateral: David Crockett: www.constitution.org/con/crockett.txt
Wed. 10 M. 4

Fri. 12 M. 5

Mon. 15 M. 5

Wed. 17 M. 6

Fri. 19 M. 6

Mon. 22 THANKSGIVING BREAK
Wed. 24 THANKSGIVING BREAK
Fri. 26 THANKSGIVING BREAK
Mon. 29 M. 7

December

Wed. 1 M. 7; SIXTH QUIZ: McDonald, 3-6

Fri. 3 M. 8

Mon. 5 M. 8

Wed. 8 M. 9

Fri. 10 M. 9; SEVENTH QUIZ: McDonald, 7-9

SELECTED WEBSITES

Historical and Educational

American Christian Heritage Week: www.achw.org

American Christian History Institute: www.achipa.com
American Reformation Project: www.americanreformation.org
American Vision: www.americanvision.org

Center for Christian Statesmanship: www.statesmanship.org
Constitution Society: www.constitution.org

Foundation for American Christian Education: www.face.net
Freedoms Foundation: www.ffvf.org

Mayflower Institute: www.mayflowerinstitute.org

Pilgrim Institute: www.pilgriminstitute.org

Plymouth Rock Foundation: www.plymrock.org

Providence Foundation: www.providencefoundation.org
Russell Kirk Center: www.kirkcenter.org

WallBuilders: www.wallbuilders.com

Williamsburg Charter: www.religioustolerance.org/wil_burg.htm
Legal

Alliance Defense Fund: www.alliancedefensefund.org
American Center for Law and Justice: www.aclj.org

American Family Association Center for Law and Policy: www.afa.net/clp
Christian Law Association: www.christianlaw.org

Christian Legal Society: www.christianlegalsociety.org
Federalist Society: www.fed-soc.org

Home School Legal Defense Association: www.hslda.org
Liberty Counsel: www.lc.org
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Rutherford Institute: www.rutherford.org

Thomas More Law Center: www.thomasmore.org
Political

Future of Freedom Foundation: www.fff.org
Heritage Foundation: www.heritage.org
Independent Institute: www.independent.org
Young America’s Foundation: www.yaf.org

SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY

The bibliography in the Evans book is a good source of supporting material. Donald Lutz has written and
edited several books that trace the political and documentary development of our constitutional tradition.
The University of Szeged in Hungary has been sponsoring research on American historical documents.
Recent bibliographies citing foundation documents and secondary literature may be found at
http://www.jate.u-szeged.hu/~gnovak/s99foundationdocs.htm and, more comprehensively,
http://www.jate.u-szeged.hu/~gnovak/crsdocuments.htm#fed.

The Federalist Papers may be accessed at http://memory.loc.gov./const/fed/fedpapers.html
Anti-Federalist writings and other early documents are available at http://www.constitution.org/afp/afp.htm

*Alvarado, Ruben. A Common Law: The Law of Nations and Western Civilization. Aalten, The
Netherlands: Pietas Press, 1999. KJC 406.5 C66 1999
*Amos, Gary. Defending the Declaration: How the Bible and Christianity Influenced the Writing of the
Declaration of Independence. Brentwood, TN: Wolgemuth & Hyatt, 1989. E 221 A49
Bahnsen, Greg L. “Introduction to John Cotton’s Abstract of the Laws of New England,” Journal of
Christian Reconstruction, 5 (Winter 1978-79): 75-81.
Bailyn, Bernard. Faces of the Revolution: Personalities and Themes in the Struggle for American
Independence. New York: Vintage Books, 1990.
. The Ideological Origins of the American Revolution. Cambridge: The Belknap Press,
1967. JA 84 U5 B3
. The Ordeal of Thomas Hutchinson. Cambridge: Belknap Press, 1974.
. The Origins of American Politics. New York: Vintage Books, 1967. JK 54 B3
, ed. Pamphlets of the American Revolution, 1750-1776. Cambridge: Belknap Press of Harvard
University Press, 1965. E 203 B3
Baldwin, Alice M. The New England Clergy and the American Revolution. New York: Frederick Ungar,
1958 [1928]. E 210 B3
Banning, Lance. The Sacred Fire of Liberty: James Madison and the Founding of the Federal Republic.
Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 1995.
Becker, Carl L. The Declaration of Independence: A Study in the History of Political Ideas. New York:
Vintage Books, 1958 [1922]. JK 128 B4
Berger, Raoul. Government by Judiciary: The Transformation of the Fourteenth Amendment.
Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1977. KF 5130 B4
Blumenfeld, Samuel L. Is Public Education Necessary? Old Greenwich, CT: Devin-Adair, 1981. LA 212
B58
Boorstin, Daniel J. The Genius of American Politics. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1953. JA 84
U5 B6
The Lost World of Thomas Jefferson. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1993
[1948]. B 878 B6
Bork, Robert H. The Tempting of America: The Political Seduction of the Law. New York: Free Press,
1990. KF 5130 B59
Bradford, M. E. A Better Guide Than Reason: Studies in the American Revolution. La Salle, IL:
Sherwood Sugden, 1979. E 210 B72
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* . Original Intentions: On the Making and Ratification of the United States Constitution. Athens:
University of Georgia Press, 1993. KF 4541 B68
. Remembering Who We Are: Observations of a Southern Conservative. Athens: University of
Georgia Press, 1985. F 209.5 B7
. A Worthy Company: Brief Lives of the Framers of the United States Constitution.
Marlborough, NH: Plymouth Rock Foundation, 1982. E 302.5 B72
Brookhiser, Richard. Alexander Hamilton, American. New York: Free Press, 1999.
Brownson, Orestes A. The American Republic, ed. Americo A. Lapati. New Haven, CT: College &
University Press, 1972 [1865] JK 246 B88
Bryce, James. The American Commonwealth. 2 vols. New York: Commonwealth Publishing Company,
1908. JK 246 B9
*Burgess, John W. Recent Changes in American Constitutional Theory. New York: Columbia University
Press, 1923. (available from the professor)
*Carey, George W. The Federalist: Design for a Constitutional Republic. Urbana: University of lllinois
Press, 1989.
Cheek, H. Lee, Jr. Calhoun and Popular Rule: The Political Theory of the Disquisition and Discourse.
Columbia: University of Missouri Press, 2001. 171pp.
Clinton, Robert Lowry. God and Man in the Law: The Foundations of Anglo-American Constitutionalism.
Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 1997. KF 4552 C57
Collier, Christopher and James Lincoln. Decision in Philadelphia: The Constitutional Convention of 1787.
New York: Ballantine, 1986.
Cord, Robert L. Separation of Church and State: Historical Fact and Current Fiction. New York: Lambeth
Press, 1982. KF 4783 C67
Corwin, Edward S. Constitutional Revolution, Ltd. Claremont, CA: Claremont Colleges, 1941.
Crosskey, William Winslow, and William Jeffrey, Jr. Politics of the Constitution in the History of the
United States. 3 vols. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1953, 1980. KF 4541 C7
Davies, A. Merwyn. Foundation of American Freedom. New York: Abington Press. JC 571 D33
DeRosa, Marshall L. The Confederate Constitution of 1865: An Inquiry into American Constitutionalism.
Columbia: University of Missouri Press, 1991. KF 2 9002 D47
Diamond, Martin. The Founding of the Democratic Republic. Itasca, IL: F. E. Peacock, 1981.
Dreisbach, Daniel L., ed. Religion and Politics in the Early Republic: Jasper Adams and the Church-State
Debate. Lexington: University Press of Kentucky, 1996. BR 516 R346
Eidsmoe, John. Christianity and the Constitution: The Faith of Our Founding Fathers. Grand Rapids:
Baker Book House, 1987. BR 520 E58
. God and Caesar: Biblical Faith and Political Action. Westchester, IL: Crossway Books, 1984.
BR 115 P7 E525
Elazar, Daniel J. “From Biblical Covenant to Modern Federalism: The Federal Theology Bridge,”
American Political Science Association, 1990.
Ellis, Joseph J. American Sphinx: The Character of Thomas Jefferson. New York: Vintage, 1996.
. Passionate Sage: The Character and Legacy of John Adams. New York: W. W. Norton, 1993.
Ellis, Richard J. American Political Cultures. New York: Oxford University Press, 1993.
Evans, M. Stanton. The Theme Is Freedom: Religion, Politics, and the American Tradition. Washington:
Regnery, 1994. BR 517 E83
Fischer, David Hackett. Albion’s Seed: Four British Folkways in America. New York: Oxford University
Press, 1989. E 162 F539 198
Fisher, Gene, and Glen Chambers. The Revolution Myth. Greenville, SC: Bob Jones University Press,
1981.
Fleming, Thomas. Duel: Alexander Hamilton, Aaron Burr, and the Future of America. New York: Basic
Books, 1999.
Forgie, George B. Patricide in the House Divided: A Psychological Interpretation of Lincoln and His Age.
New York: W. W. Norton, 1979.
George, Robert P., ed. Great Cases in Constitutional Law. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2000.




Greene, Jack P., ed. Colonies to Nation, 1763-1789: A Documentary History of the American Revolution.
New York: W. W. Norton, 1975 [1967]. E 173 D58
Grimes, Alan Pendleton. American Political Thought, revised ed. New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston,
1960. JC 599 U5 G7 198
Guliuzza, Frank, Ill. Over the Wall: Protecting Religious Expression in the Public Square. Albany:
State University of New York Press, 2000.
Hall, Thomas Cuming. The Religious Background of American Culture. Boston: Little, Brown, 1930.
Hall, Verna M., comp. The Christian History of the American Revolution: Consider and Ponder. San
Francisco: Foundation for American Christian Education, 1976. BR 115 P7 H3
. The Christian History of the Constitution of the United States of America, 2 vols.
San Francisco: Foundation for American Christian Education, 1975, 1979. JA 21 H2
Hamilton, Alexander, John jay, and James Madison. The Federalist, ed. George W. Carey and James
MccClellan. Indianapolis: Liberty Fund, 2001.
Handy, Robert T. A Christian America: Protestant Hopes and Historical Realities. New York: Oxford
University Press, 1971. BR 515 H354
Howard, A. E. Dick. The Road from Runnymede: Magna Carta and Constitutionalism in America.
Charlottesville: University of Virginia Press, 1968. KF 4541 H6
Howe, Mark DeWolfe. The Garden and the Wilderness: Religion and Government in American
Constitutional History. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1965. JK 361 H6
Hyneman, Charles S., and Donald S. Lutz, eds. American Palitical Writing During the Founding Era,
1760-1805. 2 vols. Indianapolis: Liberty Press, 1983. JK 113 A716
Jaffa, Harry V. How to Think About the American Revolution. Durham, NC: Carolina Academic Press,
1978.
. Original Intent and the Framers of the Constitution. Washington, DC: Regnery Gateway,
1994. KF 4550 J35 19
Kammen, Michael, ed. The Origins of the American Constitution: A Documentary History. New York:
Penguin, 1986.
*Kendall, Willmoore, and George W. Carey. The Basic Symbols of the American Political Tradition. Baton
Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1970. JK 39 K35 1995
Kennedy, Roger G. Burr, Hamilton, and Jefferson: A Study in Character. New York: Oxford University
Press, 2000.
Ketcham, Ralph, ed. The Anti-Federalist Papers and the Constitutional Convention Debates. New York:
Mentor, 1986. JK 155 A57 198
*Kirk, Russell. America’s British Culture. New Brunswick, NJ: Transaction, 1993. E 169.1 K549
* . The Conservative Constitution. Washington: Regnery Gateway, 1990.
.Roots of American Order. Malibu, CA: Pepperdine University Press, 1978. JA 81 K55
Langguth, A. J. Patriots: The Men Who Started the American Revolution. New York: Simon & Schuster,
1988.
Lieber, Francis. Civil Liberty and Self-Government, 3" ed. revised, ed. Theodore D. Woolsey.
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Mansfield, Harvey C., Jr. America’s Constitutional Soul. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press,
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Mason, Alpheus Thomas. Free Government in the Making: Readings in American Political Thought, 3"
ed. New York: Oxford University Press, 1965.
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