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POLS 4391           SEMINAR: AMERICAN POLITICAL THOUGHT      Dr. Samson 
 
Hardy 10        Hours: MWF 8-9, 10-11, 12-1; TR 9:30-11, 12-1       Phone: 939-4551 
 
 DESCRIPTION   
 
 This seminar is designed to provide an overview of the key ideas and purposes 
that have shaped the American political experiment and to introduce students to major 
sources of American political thought from the colonial period to the present.  Using an 
approach that is at once chronological and topical, we will also study methodological 
issues in light of the possibility (or impossibility) of a distinctly American political theory. 
   Chronologically the seminar is divided into three phases.  We begin by reviewing 
the classical and Christian intellectual traditions transplanted by the European settlers.  
Special attention will be given to distinctly American contributions to the growth of 
institutional liberty.  Next, we examine the development and broadening of this new 
political tradition as a practical response to the demands of nation-building, sectional 
rivalries, the Civil War, immigration, industrialization, the rise of great fortunes, social and 
racial conflict, foreign wars and economic crises.  Here we will emphasize the 
contributions of individual thinkers and schools of thought.  The seminar concludes by 
considering some of the challenges Americans face as they strive to realize their ideal of 
“one nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.” 
 
 REQUIREMENTS 
 
1. Each student is responsible for assigned readings and should keep a looseleaf 
  notebook for class materials. 
2. Participation is an essential part of class.  Reading assignments must be 
 completed before the class meets. 
3. Attendance is required.  One week's absence may be excused for good cause. 
 Each week's absence after the first will result in the loss of half a grade. 
4. Students will be tested on their knowledge of reading and discussion material 
 through three essay and identification exams (60%). 
5. The remainder of the grade will be determined by three writing assignments. 
-- A 4-6 page report on the intellectual background of American political 
 thought from one of the following books: Barr, Burgess, Evans [8-17], 
   Fischer [pp. 3-205, 783-898]; Kirk [1-8], Lippmann, Lutz, Reichley 
  [1-5], Schlossberg, Voegelin, or Weaver (10%).  DUE: February 12. 
-- A 4-6 page bibliographic essay on a selected American political thinker 
 based on a careful examination of at least one major work and a brief 
  review of several other works (10%).  DUE: March 5. 
-- A 6-8 page original paper on a topic approved in advance (20%). 
   It will be presented and critiqued in the manner of a formal academic 
  conference.  DUE: April 9.  This paper may be consolidated with the 
   bibliographic essay if the two are clearly related. 
6. Good general sources of primary materials include The Annals of America 
 (originally published in 1968) and the Evans Collection (up to 1800). 



7. My surgery is scheduled for Friday, February 20th.  Although it is possible 
I will be able to return for classes during the first week of May, I do not 
expect to be able to resume a full schedule until after Spring Break.  Please 
continue the reading and pursue your research projects in my absence. 
 
 READING LIST 
 
 Textbooks 
  
 Boorstin, Daniel. The Genius of American Politics [B] 
 Levy, Michael B. Political Thought in America [L] 
 Lutz, Donald. A Preface to American Political Theory [P] 
 
 Reserve Desk 
 
 Barr, Stringfellow. Voices That Endured 
 Grimes, Alan Pendleton. American Political Thought [G] 
 Hall, Verna. Christian History of the Constitution, vol. 1 [H]  
 Kirk, Russell. The Portable Conservative Reader [K] 
 Mason, Alpheus Thomas. Free Government in the Making [M] 
 
 Stacks 
  
 Burgess, John W. Recent Changes in American Constitutional Theory 
 Evans, M. Stanton. The Theme Is Freedom 
 Fischer, David Hackett. Albion's Seed  
 Kirk, Russell. The Roots of American Order 
 Lippmann, Walter. Essays in the Public Philosophy 
 Lutz, Donald S. The Origins of American Constitutionalism 
 Reichley, A. James. Religion in American Public Life 
 Schlossberg, Herbert. Idols for Destruction 
 Voegelin, Eric. The New Science of Politics 
 Weaver, Richard M. Ideas Have Consequences 
   
                               SCHEDULE 
 
FIRST WEEK: INTRODUCTION  (January 15-20) 
 
 B. 1; P. 1; Bruce Shelley, The Gospel and the American Dream, chs. 3-4. 
 Background: G. 1; R. J. Rushdoony, "The Importance of the Law," Institutes 
 of Biblical Law, pp. 1-14. 
  
SECOND WEEK: PURITANISM  (January 22-27) 
 
 L. 1 [pp. 1-37]; B. 2; P. 2; John Cotton [M 2: 3]; Fundamental Orders of 
  Connecticut [H. pp. 253-61].  Background: G. 2. 



 
THIRD WEEK: ENGLISH REVOLUTIONARY THOUGHT (January 29-February 3) 
 
 L. 1 [pp. 38-47]; P. 5; Algernon Sidney [H. pp. 126-30]; John Locke and 
 James Harrington [M. 1: 3-4]; Petition of Right and English Bill of Rights 
 [H. pp. 42-47].  Background: G. 3 
 
FOURTH WEEK: AMERICAN WAR FOR INDEPENDENCE  (February 5-10) 
 
 L. 2; B. 3; James Otis, John Dickinson, James Wilson [M. 3: 3-5]. 
 Background: G. 4; Gary Amos, "Government by the Consent of the 
 Governed.'” 
 
FIFTH WEEK: AMERICAN CONSTITUTIONALISM  (February 12-17) 
 
 L. 3 [pp. 93-137]; P. 4.  Background: G. 5; Ellis Sandoz, "Reflections 
 on Spiritual Aspects of the American Founding;” Carl J. Richard. 
 
 REPORT DUE: February 12 
 
SIXTH WEEK: FEDERALISTS AND ANTI-FEDERALISTS  (February 19-24) 
 
 L. 3 [pp. 138-64]; P. 3; James Wilson [M. 6: 4]; John Adams, Fisher 
 Ames [K. 2: pp. 51-66, 84-112].  Background: G. 6-7. 
  
 FIRST EXAM: February 26 
 
SEVENTH WEEK: THE EARLY REPUBLIC  (March 3-5) 
 
 L. 4 [except pp. 216-71, 306-17]; Joseph Story [M. 10: 1]; John Randolph, 
 James Fenimore Cooper, Orestes Brownson [K. 4, 5, 7]. Background: G. 8; 
  Samuel Blumenfeld. 
 
 BIBLIOGRAPHIC ESSAY DUE: March 5 
 
EIGHTH WEEK: SPRING BREAK  (March 10-12) 
 
NINTH WEEK: REFORM AND SLAVERY  (March 17-19) 
 
 L. 4 [pp. 232-71]; William Lloyd Garrison, William Ellery Channing, George 
 Fitzhugh, William Harper [M. 13: 1-2, 5-6]; Thomas Macaulay, [K. 6: pp. 
 214-18].  Background: G. 9-11. 
 
TENTH WEEK: SECTIONALISM AND NATIONALISM  (March 24-26) 
 
 L. 4 [pp. 216-31, 306-17]; B. 4; John Taylor, Hugh Legare, John C. Calhoun, 



  Francis Lieber, Salmon P. Chase [M. 14: 1-2, 4-5, 7].  Background: G. 12. 
 
ELEVENTH WEEK: THE GILDED AGE  (March 31-April 2) 
 
 L. 5; Lester Ward, Walter Rauschenbusch [M. 15: 2, 6]; E. L. Godkin [K. 9]; 
  Zach. Montgomery, "Political Poison; Justice Stephen Field’s dissent in 
 Juilliard v. Greenman.  Background: G. 13-14. 
  
 SECOND EXAM: April 7 
 
TWELFTH WEEK: THE PROGRESSIVE ERA  (April 9-14) 
 
 L. 6 [pp. 391-435]; B. 5; Theodore Roosevelt, Brooks Adams, Walter 
 Lippmann [M. 16: 2, 6, 9]; Irving Babbitt [K. 12]; J. Gresham Machen, 
 “Shall We Have a Federal Department of Education?”  Background: G. 15-17. 
 
THIRTEENTH WEEK: THE IDEOLOGICAL SPECTRUM  (April 16-21) 
 
 L. 6 [pp. 436-490]; B. 6.  Background: G. 18-19. 
 
 PAPER DUE: April 16 
 
FOURTEENTH WEEK: WINDOW ON THE WORLD AND WRAP-UP  (April 23-30) 
 
 L. 7; P. 6; Portland Declaration 
 
 PRESENTATIONS 
 
 FINAL EXAM:  Tuesday, May 5, 8:30 AM 
 
 BIBLIOGRAPHY 
 
Primary Sources and Collections 
 
Adams, Henry. The Degradation of the Democratic Dogma. New York: Macmillan, 
  1920. 
________. The Great Secession Winter of 1860-61 and Other Essays. Ed. George 
  Hochfield. New York: Sagamore Press, 1958. 
Alinsky, Saul. Rules for Radicals: A Pragmatic Primer for Realistic Radicals. New York: 
  Vintage Books, 1972. 
Ames, Fisher. The Works of Fisher Ames, ed. W. B. Allen 2 vols. Indianapolis: Liberty 
 Classics, 1983 [1854]. 
The Annals of America. 18 vols. Chicago: Encyclopaedia Britannica, 1968.  
Arendt, Hannah. The Human Condition. Garden City, NY: Anchor, 1959. 
Arkes, Hadley. First Things: An Inquiry into the First Principles of Morals and 
 Justice. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1986. 



Babbitt, Irving. Democracy and Leadership. Indianapolis: Liberty Classics, 1979 
  [1924].  
________. Rousseau and Romanticism. New York: Meridian Books, 1955 [1919]. 
Barber, Benjamin. Strong Democracy: Participatory Politics for a New Age. 
 Berkeley: University of California Press, 1984. 
Bloom, Allan. The Closing of the American Mind. New York: Simon and Schuster, 
  1987. 
Boorstin, Daniel J., ed. An American Primer. New York: Mentor, 1966. 
Brownson, Orestes A. The American Republic, ed. Americo D. Lapati. New Haven, 
 CT: College & University Press, 1972 [1865]. 
________. Essays and Reviews Chiefly on Theology, Politics, and Socialism. 
 New York: D. & J. Sadlier, 1858. 
Bryce, James. The American Commonwealth. 2 vols. New York: Commonwealth 
 Publishing Company, 1908.  
Burgess, John W. Recent Changes in American Constitutional Theory. New York: 
  Columbia University Press, 1923. 
Burnham, James. Suicide of the West: An Essay on the Meaning and Destiny of 
 Liberalism. New York: John Day Company, 1964. 
Channing, William Ellery. The Works of William E. Channing. Boston: American 
 Unitarian Association, 1894. 
Clough, Wilson Ober, ed. Intellectual Origins of American National Thought: Pages 
 from the Books Our Founding Fathers Read, 2nd revised ed. New York: 
 Corinth Books, 1961. 
Cooper, James Fenimore. The American Democrat. New York: A. Knopf, 1931. 
Corwin, Edward S. Constitutional Revolution, Ltd. Claremont, CA: 1941. 
Dabney, Robert L. Discussions, vol. 4: Secular, ed. C. R. Vaughan. Harrisonburg, 
 VA: Sprinkle, 1979 [1897]. 
Dietze, Gottfried. America's Political Dilemma: From Limited to Unlimited Democracy. 
  Baltimore: John Hopkins Press, 1988. 
Dolbeare, Kenneth M. American Political Thought, 2nd ed. Chatham, NJ: Chatham 
 House, 1989. 
Douglass, Frederick. Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave. 
 New York: Laurel, 1997 [1845]. 
Dreisbach, Daniel L., ed. Religion and Politics in the Early Republic: Jasper Adams 
 and the Church-State Debate. Lexington: University Press of Kentucky, 1996. 
Drucker, Peter F. Adventures of a Bystander. New York: Harper & Row, 1979. 
________. The Future of Industrial Man. New York: John Day, 1942. 
________. Landmarks of Tomorrow. New York: Harper & Row, 1965 [1957]. 
________. Post-Capitalist Society. New York: Harper Business, 1993. 
DuBois, W. E. B. The Souls of Black Folk. New York: Signet, 1995 [1903]. 
Dunn, Charles W., ed. American Political Theology: Historical Perspective and 
 Theoretical Analysis. New York: Praeger, 1984. 
Elshtain, Jean Bethke. Democracy on Trial. New York: Basic Books, 1995. 
Evans, M. Stanton. The Theme Is Freedom: Religion, Politics, and the American 
 Tradition. Washington: Regnery, 1994. 
Filler, Louis, ed. Late Nineteenth-Century American Liberalism: Representative 



 Selections, 1880-1900. Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill, 1962. 
Frisch, Morton J., and Richard G. Stevens, eds. The Political Thought of American 
 Statesmen: Selected Writings and Speeches. Itasca, IL: F. E. Peacock, 
  1973. 
Fukuyama, Francis. Trust: The Social Virtues and the Creation of Prosperity. 
 New York: Free Press, 1996. 
Grund, Francis J. The Americans in Their Moral, Social and Political Relations. 
 New York: Augustus Kelley, 1971 [1837]. 
________.  Aristocracy in America: From the Sketchbook of a German 
 Nobleman. New York: Harper & Brothers, 1959 [1939]. 
Hall, Verna M., comp. The Christian History of the Constitution of the United 
 States of America, 2 vols. San Francisco: Foundation for American Christian 
  Education, 1975, 1979. 
Hamilton, Alexander, James Madison, and John Jay. The Federalist Papers, 
 ed. Clinton Rossiter. New York: Mentor, 1961. 
Herbert, Auberon. The Right and Wrong of Compulsion by the State and Other 
 Essays, ed. Eric Mack. Indianapolis: Liberty Classics, 1978. 
Hoffer, Eric. The Temper of Our Time. New York: Harper & Row, 1967. 
Hyneman, Charles S., and Donald S. Lutz, eds. American Political Writing During the 
 Founding Era, 1760-1805. 2 vols. Indianapolis: Liberty Press, 1983. 
Jefferson, Thomas. The Portable Thomas Jefferson, ed. Merrill D. Peterson. New York: 
  Viking, 1975. 
Kenyon, Cecilia M., ed. The Antifederalists. Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill, 1966. 
Ketcham, Ralph, ed. The Anti-Federalist Papers and the Constitutional Convention 
 Debates. New York: Mentor, 1986. 
Kirk, Russell. Enemies of the Permanent Things: Observations of Abnormality in 
 Literature and Politics. La Salle, IL: Sherwood Sugden, 1984 [1969]. 
________.Roots of American Order. Malibu, CA: Pepperdine University Press, 1978. 
Koch, Adrienne, ed. The American Enlightenment: The Shaping of the American 
 Experiment and a Free Society. New York: George Braziller, 1965. 
Krimerman, Leonard I., and Lewis Perry, eds. Patterns of Anarchy: A Collection of 
 Writings in the Anarchist Tradition. Garden City, NY: Anchor, 1966. 
Lasch, Christopher. The Revolt of the Elites and the Betrayal of Democracy. New 
 York: W. W. Norton, 1995. 
Lasswell, Harold. Politics: Who Gets What, When, How. Cleveland: Meridian Books, 
 1958 [1936]. 
Lieber, Francis. Civil Liberty and Self-Government, 3rd ed. revised, ed. Theodore D. 
  Woolsey. Philadelphia: J. P. Lippincott, 1877 [1853]. 
________. Letters of a Gentleman in Germany, Written After a Trip from 
 Philadelphia to Niagara. Philadelphia: Carey, Lea & Blanchard, 1834. 
________. Manual of Political Ethics, Designed Chiefly for the Use of Colleges and 
 Students at Law. 2 vols. Boston: Charles C. Little and James Brown, 1838, 1839. 
Lippmann, Walter. Essays in the Public Philosophy. Boston: Little, Brown, 1955. 
________. The Good Society. New York: Grosset & Dunlap, 1943 [1936]. 
Lipset, Seymour Martin. American Exceptionalism: A Double-Edged Sword. New York: 
 W. W. Norton, 1996. 



Lukacs, John. The Passing of the Modern Age. New York: Harper & Row, 1970. 
Machen, J. Gresham. Education, Christianity, and the State, ed. John W. Robbins. 
 Jefferson, MD: Trinity Foundation, 1987. 
McLuhan, Marshall. War and Peace in the Global Village. New York: Bantam, 1968. 
Madison, James. Notes of Debates in the Federal Convention of 1787 Reported by 
 James Madison. New York: W. W. Norton, 1966. 
Malcolm X, as told to Alex Haley. The Autobiography of Malcolm X. New York: 
  Ballantine, 1964. 
Marcuse, Herbert. Eros and Civilization: A Philosophical Inquiry into Freud. Boston: 
 Beacon Press, 1955. 
Mason, Alpheus Thomas. Free Government in the Making: Readings in American 
 Political Thought, 3rd ed. New York: Oxford University Press, 1965. 
Miller, Perry, ed. American Thought: Civil War to World War I. New York: Holt, 
  Rinehart and Winston, 1954. 
________, ed. The Legal Mind in America From Independence to the Civil War. 
  Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 1962. 
Monroe, James. The People, the Sovereigns, ed. Samuel L. Gouverneur. 
  Cumberland, VA: James River Press, 1987 [1867]. 
Morris, B. F. Christian Life and Character of the Civil Institutions of the United 
 States, Developed in the Official and Historical Annals of the Republic. 
 Philadelphia: George W. Childs, 1864. 
Neuhaus, Richard John. The Naked Public Square: Religion and Democracy in 
 America. Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans, 1984. 
Niebuhr, Reinhold. Moral Man and Immoral Society: A Study in Ethics and 
 Politics. New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1932. 
Nisbet, Robert A. The Present Age: Progress and Anarchy in Modern America. 
 New York: Harper & Row, 1988. 
________. The Quest for Community. New York: Oxford University Press, 1953. 
Panichas, George A., ed. Modern Age: The First Twenty-Five Years: A Selection. 
 Indianapolis: Liberty Press, 1988. 
Probst, George E., ed. The Happy Republic: A Reader in Tocqueville's America. New 
  York: Harper & Brothers, 1962. 
Rosenstock-Huessy, Eugen. The Christian Future, or the Modern Mind Outrun. 
 New York: Harper & Row, 1946. 
________. The Multiformity of Man. Norwich, VT: Argo Books, 1973. 
Rushdoony, Rousas John. Institutes of Biblical Law. n.p.: Presbyterian and 
 Reformed, 1973. 
________. Politics of Guilt and Pity. Fairfax, VA: Thoburn Press, 1978 [1970]. 
Sandel, Michael J. Democracy’s Discontent: America in Search of a Public 
 Philosophy. Cambridge: The Belknap Press, 1996. 
Sandoz, Ellis, ed. Political Sermons of the American Founding Era, 1730-1805. 
 Indianapolis: Liberty Press, 1991. 
Saul, John Ralston. The Unconscious Civilization. New York: Free Press, 1997. 
Schaff, Philip. Church and State in the United States: or the American Idea of 
 Religious Liberty and Its Practical Effects. New York: Arno Press, 1972 
 [1888]. 



Schlossberg, Herbert. Idols for Destruction: Christian Faith and Its Confrontation 
 with American Society. Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson, 1983. 
Sorokin, Pitirim A. The Crisis of Our Age: The Social and Cultural Outlook. New York: 
 E. P. Dutton, 1941. 
Strauss, Leo. Natural Right and History. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1953. 
Sumner, William Graham. On Liberty, Society, and Politics: The Essential Essays 
 William Graham Sumner, ed. Robert C. Bannister. Indianapolis: Liberty 
 Fund, 1992. 
Thoreau, Henry David. Thoreau: Walden and Other Writings, ed. Joseph Wood 
  Krutch. New York: Bantam, 1962. 
Tocqueville, Alexis. Democracy in America, trans. Phillips Bradley. 2 vols. New 
 York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1945. 
________. Journey to America, trans. George Lawrence, ed. J. P. Mayer. 
 Garden City, NY: Doubleday, 1971. 
Twelve Southerners. I’ll Take My Stand: The South and the Agrarian Tradition. 
 Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1977 [1930]. 
Veblen, Thorstein. The Theory of the Leisure Class. New York: Mentor, 1953 
 [1899]. 
Voegelin, Eric. The New Science of Politics: An Introduction. Chicago: University 
 of Chicago Press, 1952. 
Weaver, Richard M. Ideas Have Consequences. Chicago: University of Chicago 
  Press, 1948. 
Wines, E. C. The Roots of the American Republic. Plymouth, MA: Plymouth Rock 
  Foundation, 1997 [1853]. 
Woolsey, Theodore D. Political Science: or The State Theoretically and Practically 
 Considered. 2 vols. New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1877. 
 
Secondary Sources 
 
Abbott, Philip. Political Thought in America: Conversations and Debates. Itasca, IL: 
 F. E. Peacock, 1991. 
Ahlstrom, Sydney E. A Religious History of the American People. 2 vols. Garden 
 City, NY: Image Books, 1975. 
Amos, Gary. Defending the Declaration: How the Bible and Christianity Influenced 
 the Writing of the Declaration of Independence. Brentwood, TN: Wolgemuth 
 & Hyatt, 1989. 
Bailyn, Bernard. The Ideological Origins of the American Revolution. Cambridge: 
  The Belknap Press, 1967. 
Baldwin, Alice M. The New England Clergy and the American Revolution. New York: 
  Frederick Ungar, 1958 [1928]. 
________. The Origins of American Politics. New York: Vintage Books, 1967. 
Barker, Charles A. American Convictions: Cycles of Political Thought, 1600-1850. 
  Philadelphia: J. P. Lippincott, 1970. 
Barr, Stringfellow. Voices That Endured: The Great Books and the Active Life. 
  Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice-Hall, 1971. 
Beatty, Jack. The World According to Peter Drucker. New York: Free Press, 1998. 



Becker, Carl L. The Declaration of Independence: A Study in the History of Political 
 Ideas. New York: Vintage Books, 1958 [1922]. 
Belaunde, Víctor Andrés. Bolivar and the Political Thought of the Spanish American 
 Revolution. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins Press, 1938. 
Baltzell, E. Digby. The Protestant Establishment: Aristtocracy and Caste in America. 
 New York: Random House, 1964.    
Bercovitch, Sacvan. The Puritan Origins of the American Self. New Haven: Yale 
  University Press, 1975. 
Berger, Raoul. Government by Judiciary: The Transformation of the Fourteenth 
 Amendment. Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1977. 
Blumenfeld, Samuel L. Is Public Education Necessary? Old Greenwich, CT: 
 Devin-Adair, 1981. 
Bork, Robert H. The Tempting of America: The Political Seduction of the Law. New 
  York: Free Press, 1990. 
Bradford, M. E. A Better Guide Than Reason: Studies in the American Revolution. 
 La Salle, IL: Sherwood Sugden, 1979.  
Brooks, Van Wyck. The Flowering of New England, 1815-1865. Boston: Houghton 
 Mifflin, 1981 [1936]. 
________. New England: Indian Summer. New York: E. P. Dutton, 1950 [1940]. 
Brown, Harold O. J. The Sensate Culture: Western Civilization Between Chaos and 
 Transformation. Dallas: Word, 1996.  An updating of Pitirim Sorokin’s work. 
Commager, Henry Steele. The American Mind: An Interpretation of American 
 Thought and Character Since the 1880s. New York: Bantam, 1970 [1950].  
Cord, Robert L. Separation of Church and State: Historical Fact and Current 
 Fiction. New York: Lambeth Press, 1982.  
Cremin, Lawrence A. American Education: The Colonial Experience, 1607-1783. 
 New York: Harper & Row, 1970. 
Curti, Merle. The Growth of American Thought, 3rd ed. New York: Harper & Row, 
  1964 [1943]. 
________. The Social Ideas of American Educators. Totowa, NJ: Littlefield, Adams 
 & Co., 1959 [1935]. 
Davies, A. Mervyn. Foundation of American Freedom. New York: Abingdon Press, 
Calvinism in the development of democratic thought and action. 
Diamond, Martin. The Founding of the Democratic Republic. Itasca, IL: F. E. 
 Peacock, 1981. 
Diggins, John P. The Lost Soul of American Politics: Virtue, Self-Interest, and the 
 Foundations of Liberalism. New York: Basic Books, 1984. 
Douglas, Ann. The Feminization of American Culture. New York: Avon Books, 1977. 
Dunn, Charles W., and J. David Woodard. American Conservatism from Burke 
 To Bush: An Introduction. Lanham, MD: Madison Books, 1991. 
East, John P. The American Conservative Movement: The Philosophical Founders. 
 Chicago: Regnery, 1986. 
Eidsmoe, John. Christianity and the Constitution: The Faith of Our Founding Fathers. 
 Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1987. 
Ekirch, Arthur A., Jr. The Civilian and the Military: A History of the American 
 Antimilitarist Tradition. Colorado Springs: Ralph Myles, 1972 [1956]. 



________. The Decline of American Liberalism. New York: Atheneum, 
 1967 [1955]. 
Fischer, David Hackett. Albion’s Seed: Four British Folkways in America. New York: 
 Oxford University Press, 1989.  
Fishman, Ethan. Likely Stories: Essays on Political Philosophy and Contemporary 
 American Literature. Gainesville: University of Florida Press, 1989.  
Forgie, George B. Patricide in the House Divided: A Psychological Interpretation of 
 Lincoln and His Age. New York: W. W. Norton, 1979. 
Fowler, Robert Booth. The Dance with Community: The Contemporary Debate in 
 American Political Thought. Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 1991. 
________. A New Engagement: Evangelical Political Thought, 1966-1976. Grand 
 Rapids: William B. Eerdmans, 1982. 
Frisch, Morton J., and Richard G. Stevens, eds. American Political Thought: The 
 Philosophical Dimension of American Statesmanship, 2nd ed. [Itasca, IL]: 
 F. E. Peacock, 1983.  
Gabriel, Ralph Henry. The Course of American Democratic Thought: An Intellectual 
 History Since 1815. New York: Ronald Press, 1940. 
Gaustad, Edwin S. Faith of Our Fathers: Religion and the New Nation. San Francisco: 
  Harper & Row, 1987. 
Grimes, Alan Pendleton. American Political Thought, revised ed. New York: Holt, 
 Rinehart and Winston, 1960. 
Gunnell, John G. The Descent of Political Theory: The Genealogy of an American 
 Vocation. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1993. 
Hall, Thomas Cuming. The Religious Background of American Culture. Boston: 
  Little, Brown, 1930. 
Handy, Robert T. A Christian America: Protestant Hopes and Historical Realities. 
 New York: Oxford University Press, 1971. 
Hartz, Louis. The Liberal Tradition in America: An Interpretation of American 
 Political Thought Since the Revolution. New York: Harcourt Brace 
  Jovanovich, 1955. 
Havard, William C. The Recovery of Political Theory: Limits and Possibilities. 
 Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1984. 
Heilbroner, Robert L. The Worldly Philosophers: The Lives, Times, and Ideas of the 
 Great Economic Thinkers, 3rd ed. New York: Simon and Schuster, 1967 [1953]. 
Hofstadter, Richard. The American Political Tradition and the Men Who Made It. 
  New York: Vintage, 1974 [1948]. 
________. Social Darwinism in American Thought, revised ed. Boston: Beacon Press, 
 1955 [1944]. 
Howard, Dick. The Birth of American Political Thought. Minneapolis: University of 
  Minnesota Press, 1986. 
Howe, Mark DeWolfe. The Garden and the Wilderness: Religion and Government in 
 American Constitutional History. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1965. 
James, Edward T. The American Plutarch: 18 Lives Selected from the Dictionary of 
 American Biography. New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1964. 
Jorrín, Miguel, and John D. Martz. Latin-American Political Thought and Ideology. 
 Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1970.  



Kirk, Russell. The Conservative Mind: From Burke to Eliot, 7th ed. Chicago: 
  Regnery, 1986. 
Lewis, Edward R. A History of American Political Thought from the Civil War to 
 the World War. New York: Macmillan, 1937. 
Lutz, Donald S. The Origins of American Constitutionalism. Baton Rouge: Louisiana 
  State University Press, 1988. 
Lynd, Staughton. Intellectual Origins of American Radicalism. Cambridge: Harvard 
  University Press, 1982. 
McDougall, Walter A. Promised Land, Crusader State: The American Encounter 
 with the World Since 1776. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1997. 
Maddox, William S., and Stuart A. Lilie. Beyond Liberal and Conservative: 
 Reassessing the Political Spectrum. Washington: Cato Institute, 1984. 
Mansfield, Harvey C., Jr. America’s Constitutional Soul. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins 
 University Press, 1991. 
Marías, Julian. America in the Fifties: Julian Marías on the United States, trans. 
 Blanche De Puy and Harold C. Raley. University Park: Pennsylvania State 
 University Press, 1972. 
Martin, James J. Men Against the State. DeKalb, IL: Adrien Allen, 1953.  
Mason, Alpheus Thomas, and Richard H. Leach. In Quest of Freedom: American 
 Political Thought and Practice. Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice-Hall, 1959. 
Matthews, Richard K. The Radical Politics of Thomas Jefferson: A Revisionist View. 
 Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 1984. 
Miller, Perry. The Life of the Mind in America from the Revolution to the Civil War. 
 New York: Harcourt, Brace & World, 1965. 
Mitchell, Joshua. The Fragility of Freedom: Tocqueville on Religion, Democracy, and 
 The American Future. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1995.  
Molnar, Thomas. Utopia: The Perennial Heresy. New York: Sheed and Ward, 1967. 
Montgomery, John Warwick. The Shaping of America. Minneapolis: Bethany 
 Fellowship, 1976. 
Morgan, Edmund S. Inventing the People: The Rise of Popular Sovereignty in England 
 And America. New York: W. W. Norton, 1988. 
Morley, Felix. Freedom and Federalism. Chicago: Gateway, 1959. 
________. The Power in the People. Los Angeles: Nash, 1972 [1949]. 
Murphey, Dwight D. Understanding the Modern Predicament. Washington: 
 University Press of America, 1982 [1978]. 
Nash, George H. The Conservative Intellectual Movement in America, Since 1945. 
 New York: Basic Books, 1976. 
Neusner, Jacob, and Noam M. M. Neusner. The Price of Excellence: Universities in 
 Conflict During the Cold War Era. New York: Continuum, 1995. 
Norman, E. R. The Conscience of the State in North America. Cambridge: University 
  Press, 1968. 
Olasky, Marvin. The Tragedy of American Compassion. Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 1992. 
Parrington, Vernon Louis. Main Currents in American Thought: An Interpretation of 
 American Literature from the Beginnings to 1920, 3 vols. New York: 
  Harcourt, Brace, 1930. 
Pells, Richard H. The Liberal Mind in a Conservative Age, 2nd ed. Scarborough, ON: 



 Prentice-Hall Canada, 1997.  
Persons, Stow. American Minds: A History of Ideas. Huntington, NY: Robert E. 
  Krieger, 1975 [1958]. 
Pound, Roscoe. The Development of Constitutional Guarantees of Liberty. New Haven: 
  Yale University Press, 1957. 
Power, M. Susan. Before the Convention: Religion and the Founders. Lanham, MD: 
  University Press of America, 1984. 
Quint, Howard H. The Forging of American Socialism: Origins of the Modern 
 Movement. Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill, 1964 [1953]. 
Rahe, Paul A. Republics Ancient and Modern. Vol. 3: Inventions of Prudence: 
 Constituting the American Regime. Chapel Hill: University of North 
 Carolina Press, 1994. 
Regnery, Henry. Memoirs of a Dissident Publisher. Chicago: Regnery, 1985. 
Reichley, A. James. Religion in American Public Life. Washington: Brookings 
 Institution, 1985. 
Rembar, Charles. The Law of the Land: The Evolution of Our Legal System. 
 New York: Touchstone, 1980. 
Richard, Carl J. The Founders and the Classics: Greece, Rome, and the American 
 Enlightenment. Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1994. 
Riemer, Neal. The Democratic Experiment. Princeton, NJ: D. Van Nostrand, 1967. 
Rodgers, Daniel T. Contested Truths: Keywords in American Politics Since 
 Independence. New York: Basic Books, 1987. 
Roelofs, H. Mark. Ideology and Myth in American Politics: A Critique of a National 
 Political Mind. Boston: Little, Brown, 1976. 
Rushdoony, Rousas John. The Messianic Character of American Education: 
 Studies in the History of the Philosophy of Education. Nutley, NJ: The Craig 
  Press, 1979 [1963].  
________. The Nature of the American System. Fairfax, VA: 
  Thoburn Press, 1965. 
________. This Independent Republic. Nutley, NJ: The Craig Press, 1964. 
Ryn, Claes G. The New Jacobinism: Can Democracy Survive? Washington: 
 National Humanities Institute, 1991. 
Saloutos, Theodore, and John D. Hicks. Twentieth Century Populism: Agricultural 
 Discontent in the Middle West, 1900-1939. Lincoln: University of Nebraska 
  Press, n.d. [1951].  
Sandoz, Ellis. A Government of Laws: Political Theory, Religion, and the American 
 Founding. Baton Rouge, LA: Louisiana State University Press, 1990. 
Schall, James V. Another Sort of Learning: Selected Contrary Essays on How to 
 Acquire an Education While Still in College or Anywhere Else. San Francisco: 
 Ignatius, 1988. 
Scott, Otto J. The Secret Six: John Brown and the Abolitionist Movement. New York: 
 Times Books, 1979. 
Shain, Barry Alan. The Myth of American Individualism: The Protestant Origins of 
 American Political Thought. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1994. 
Shelley, Bruce L. The Gospel and the American Dream. Portland: Multnomah Press, 
 1989. 



Singer, C. Gregg. A Theological Interpretation of American History. Phillipsburg, 
  NJ: Presbyterian and Reformed Publishing Co., 1964. 
Smith, Gary Scott. The Seeds of Secularization: Calvinism, Culture, and Pluralism 
 in America, 1870-1915. St. Paul: Christian University Press, 1985. 
Smith, Timothy L. Revivalism and Social Reform in Mid-Nineteenth Century America. 
  New York: Abingdon Press, 1957. 
Tinder, Glenn. Political Thinking: The Perennial Questions, 3rd ed. Boston: Little, 
  Brown, 1979. 
Urofsky, Melvin I. A March of Liberty: A Constitutional History of the United States. 
 New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1988. 
Wald, Kenneth D. Religion and Politics in the United States. New York: St. Martin's 
  Press, 1987.  
West, John G., Jr. The Politics of Revelation and Reason: Religion and Civic 
 Life in the New Nation. Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 1996. 
White, Morton. Philosophy, The Federalist, and the Constitution. New York: 
 Oxford University Press, 1987. 
Whittemore, Robert Clifton. Makers of the American Mind. New York: William 
  Morrow, 1964. 
Wills, Garry. Explaining America: The Federalist. New York: Doubleday, 1981. 
Wilson, Edmund. Patriotic Gore: Studies in the Literature of the American Civil War. 
 New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1962. 
Wilson, Francis Graham. The American Political Mind: A Textbook in Political 
 Theory. New York: McGraw-Hill, 1949. 
Wish, Harvey. Society and Thought in Early America: A Social and Intellectual 
 History of the American People through 1865. New York: Longmans, Green, 
 1950. 
________. Society and Thought in Modern America: A Social and Intellectual 
 History of the American People from 1865. New York: Longmans, Green, 
  1952. 
Wood, Gordon S. The Creation of the American Republic, 1776-1787. Chapel Hill: 
 University of North Carolina Press, 1969. 
Zuckert, Catherine H. Natural Right and the American Imagination: Political 
           Philosophy in Novel Form. Savage, MD: Rowman & Littlefield, 1990.  
 
 
 
 AMERICAN POLITICAL THINKERS 
 
Francis E. Abbot 
Lyman Abbott 
John Dalberg-Acton 
Brooks Adams 
Henry Adams 
John Adams 
John Quincy Adams 
Samuel Adams 



Jane Addams 
Fisher Ames 
Hannah Arendt 
Thurman Arnold 
Irving Babbitt 
Isaac Backus 
Leonard Bacon 
Robert Baird 
George Bancroft 
Jacques Barzun 
Charles A. Beard 
Daniel Bell 
Edward Bellamy 
Arthur F. Bentley 
Raoul Berger 
Adolph A. Berle 
Edward Bernays 
Albert J. Beveridge 
Alexander M. Bickel 
W. D. P. Bliss 
Allan Bloom 
Jonathan Boucher 
Kenneth Boulding 
Randolph Bourne 
Louis D. Brandeis 
Albert Brisbane 
Orestes Brownson 
William Jennings Bryan 
James Bryce 
William F. Buckley, Jr. 
John W. Burgess 
James Burnham 
John C. Calhoun 
Henry Seidel Canby 
Henry Carey 
Matthew Carey 
Stokely Carmichael 
Andrew Carnegie 
William Ellery Channing 
Frank Chodorov 
John Bates Clark 
Henry Clay 
James Fenimore Cooper 
Edward S. Corwin 
John Cotton 
Ralph Adams Cram 



Michel-Guillaume Jean de Crevecoeur 
Herbert Croly 
Robert L. Dabney 
Donald Davidson 
Jefferson Davis 
Dorothy Day 
Eugene V. Debs 
Daniel De Leon 
Lawrence Dennis 
Thomas R. Dew 
John Dewey 
John Dickinson 
Frederick Douglass 
Peter F. Drucker 
W. E. B. DuBois 
Jonathan Edwards 
T. S. Eliot 
Richard T. Ely 
Ralph Waldo Emerson 
Stephen J. Field 
John Fiske 
George Fitzhugh 
John T. Flynn 
Felix Frankfurter 
Benjamin Franklin 
Betty Friedan 
Milton Friedman 
Carl J. Friedrich 
Octavius Brooks Frothingham 
Francis Fukuyama 
Margaret Fuller 
R. Buckminster Fuller 
John Kenneth Galbraith 
William Lloyd Garrison 
Marcus Garvey 
Henry George 
Elbridge Gerry 
William J. Ghent 
Washington Gladden 
Nathan Glazer 
E. L. Godkin 
Emma Goldman 
Barry Goldwater 
Samuel Gompers 
Paul Goodman 
Madison Grant 



Simon Greenleaf 
Francis J. Grund 
Alexander Hamilton 
Learned Hand 
Michael Harrington 
Nathaniel Hawthorne 
Tom Hayden 
Friedrich A. Hayek 
Robert Hayne 
Isaac Hecker 
George D. Herron 
Richard Hildreth 
Morris Hillquit 
Eric Hoffer 
Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr. 
Sidney Hook 
Thomas Hooker 
Herbert Hoover 
Frederick C. Howe 
William Dean Howells 
Charles Evans Hughes 
Thomas Hutchinson 
Andrew Jackson 
Robert H. Jackson 
William James 
Thomas Jefferson 
Jesse H. Jones 
Chief Joseph 
James Kent 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Russell Kirk 
Joseph Wood Krutch 
Robert LaFollette 
John Lansing 
Harold D. Lasswell 
Richard Henry Lee 
Daniel Leonard 
Francis Lieber 
Abraham Lincoln 
Walter Lippmann 
Henry Demarest Lloyd 
Henry Cabot Lodge 
Jack London 
James Russell Lowell 
John Lukacs 
J. Gresham Machen 



Marshall McLuhan 
James Madison 
Alfred Thayer Mahan 
Malcolm X 
Horace Mann 
Karl Mannheim 
Herbert Marcuse 
John Marshall 
Luther Martin 
George Mason 
Cotton Mather 
Increase Mather 
Jonathan Mayhew 
Herman Melville 
Charles E. Merriam 
C. Wright Mills 
Ludwig von Mises 
Thomas Molnar 
James Monroe 
Paul Elmer More 
Lewis Henry Morgan 
Felix Morley 
Gouverneur Morris 
Jedidiah Morse 
Samuel F. B. Morse 
Lewis Mumford 
John Courtney Murray 
Scott Nearing 
Reinhold Niebuhr 
Robert Nisbet 
Albert Jay Nock 
George W. Norris 
Walter Ong 
James Otis 
John L. O'Sullivan 
Thomas Paine 
Theodore Parker 
William Paterson 
Simon Patten 
William Penn 
Ralph Barton Perry 
U. B. Phillips 
Wendell Phillips 
Roscoe Pound 
Robert Rantoul, Jr. 
John Randolph of Roanoke 



Walter Rauschenbusch 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
Theodore Roosevelt 
Elihu Root 
Eugen Rosenstock-Huessy 
Murray Rothbard 
Josiah Royce 
Rousas John Rushdoony 
George Santayana 
Arthur Schlesinger, Jr. 
Charles M. Sheldon 
Judith Shklar 
J. Allen Smith 
Christina Hoff Sommers 
Pitirim A. Sorokin 
Thomas Sowell 
Lysander Spooner 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton 
Lincoln Steffens 
Alexander H. Stephens 
Lothrop Stoddard 
Joseph Story 
Leo Strauss 
Clarence K. Streit 
Josiah Strong 
Thomas Szasz 
William Graham Sumner 
George Sutherland 
William Howard Taft 
Roger B. Taney 
Frederick Winslow Taylor 
John Taylor of Caroline 
Norman Thomas 
Henry David Thoreau 
Alexis de Tocqueville 
Benjamin R. Tucker 
Frederick Jackson Turner 
Mark Twain 
Abel Upshur 
Thorstein Veblen 
Peter Viereck 
Oswald Garrison Villard 
Eric Voegelin 
Lester Frank Ward 
Nathaniel Ward 
Josiah Warren 



Booker T. Washington 
George Washington 
Francis Wayland 
Richard Weaver 
Daniel Webster 
Noah Webster 
Walt Whitman 
Roger Williams 
Rene de Visme Williamson 
James Wilson 
Woodrow Wilson 
John Winthrop 
Robert Winthrop 
John Wise 
John Witherspoon 
Karl Wittfogel 
John Woolman 
Frances Wright 
Robert Yates 


	Liberty University
	DigitalCommons@Liberty University
	1997

	Seminar: American Political Thought Syllabus
	Steven Alan Samson
	Recommended Citation



