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Set for Literacy: 
Intentional Literacy Instruction 

Karen L. Parker, Ed.D. 

Liberty University 



Set for literacy 
 

• Phonological awareness 

• Dialogic reading 





Dialogic reading 

 

Interactive reading that is a 
dialog with the children  

about the book 



Dialogic reading 

• Choose books with 

 - simple narrative plots 

 - numerous illustrations 

 - limited words per page 

• Conduct sessions 

 - 10-15 minutes 

 - several days a week 

 - small groups 

   (for participation and feedback) 



Levels of dialogic reading 

• Level 1 – “Wh” questions. What is 

this?  What is it called?  What is he 

doing? 

• Level 2 – Open-ended, expansion 

questions.  Tell me about this page. 

• Level 3 – Follow-up, connection 

questions. Do you remember…?  

Why do you think…? 



The Animal School 



 

Written in the early 1940s,  

by George H. Reavis,  

assistant superintendent of Cincinnati Public Schools, 

Originally written for the Public School Bulletin 

The Administration of the School Curriculum with 

References to Individual Differences 

 



Level 1-Dialogic reading 

• “Wh” questions 

• “What is it called?” 

 - the main objects in the pictures 

• “What is he doing?” 

 - the main actions in the pictures 

• Dialogic reading expands 

vocabulary and other language 

skills 



Level 2-Dialogic reading 

• Beyond vocabulary 

• Open-ended ended questions 

“Tell me about this page.” 

• Expanded feedback 

- Child: “I see a big animal teacher.” 

- Teacher: “I see a moose teacher. 

And what else do you see?” 

• In dialogic reading, the child takes 

ownership 



Level 3-Dialogic reading 

• Follow-up, connection questions 

• Do you remember what happened 

in the story? 

• Did this ever happen to you? 

• Can you guess what will happen 

next? 

• In dialogic reading, the child is 

talking about the story, not just the 

current page. 

















INTENTIONALITY: 

Dialogic reading 

•Should be fun 

   - for children and teacher 

•Should include variety 

   - turns taking 

   - different books 

   - different activities 

   - whole group reading 
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