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A GATHERING OF GENTLEMEN: THE MORALS AND MANNERS OF THE DELEGATES 

Dt~. Russell Kirk 

STUDY QUESTIONS 

1. According to Rexford Guy Tugwell, what was the purpose of the 
Framers in writing the Constitution? (Many people bel ieve that 
1776 was a revolution of the radicals and 1787 was a counter­
revolution of ths conservatives). 

2. What did Edmund Burke mean by a "natural aristocracy?" How does 
this differ from a hereditary aristocracy? 

J. How did the personal background of the Framers reflect the definition 
of a gentleman? What is the difference between presumptive and 
actual virtue? 

4. Contrast the characteristics of the French Revolution of 1789 with 
those of the American rebel I ion and the resulting Constitution of 
1787. 

~. Describe the educational and occupational background of the American 
Dol itical aristocracy. 

Edmund Bw~ke 

"Pilgrim's Progress" 
Decalogue 
Jean-Jacques Rousseau 
bundle of compromises 
James Fenimore Cooper 
Alexis de Tocqueville 
Rob ert ~lorr i s 
John r;:ut I eage 
Ale~ander Hamilton 
John Francis Mercer 
l<Jilliam Few 
Geor-':;Ie l~-:ithe 

Benjamin Frankl in 
French Revolution 
deism 
Pi L;.tat~ch 
Samuel Johnson 
Thomas Paine 
pnilosophes 
w\ \,:---.. 1'1 \r.\. k S~ 

IDENTIFICATION 

Bible 
John Bunyan 
Jacob ins 
Denis Diderot 
.John Adams 
Charles A. Beard 
Henry Adams 
John Dickinson 
Gouverneur Morris 
Alexander Martin 
John Langdon 
Thomas Miffl in 
Rufus King 
James ~lad i son 
Apost I es I Cr'eed 
Tories 
VtJ-.;g i1 
Adam Smith 
sans-culottism 
Lycurgus 
O ..... \.A,.U, \ S """l's 

Book of Common Prayer 
Rexford Guy Tugwell 
Claude-Adrien Helvetius 
Baron de Montesquieu 
John Taylor of Carol ine 
James Wilson 
the Directory 
George Mason 
George Washington 
Charles Cotesworth Pinckney 
David Brearley 
Richard Dobbs Spaight, Jr. 
Luther Martin 
Elbricge Gerry 
enthusiasm 
Cicero 
David Hume 
Thomas ,Jefferson 
Thomas Full er' 
John Randolph of Roanoke 

\Jt\~~~ 
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