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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

Chinese Christisns were shut off from the Church ocutside
China for over 30 vears. Ignorance of what was happening to

helisver inside China meant that Christians in cther

u

countries could neither share in the suiffering of their
bvothers and sisters nor learn from their Experiencés. Now
that the door has been opered for limited communications
members of the global church are asking what the background

ig and what is going on in the Chinese Church in ovder to

it

develop meaningful fellowship with Chinese Christians.
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will rot only answer these kinds of guestions.
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=

Pt Further discussion will be given on such toplics as what
is happening to the Church in China. how Christians outside
of China can help. and what the strategy should be for

reaching China with the Gospel.

There is sxcitement in evangslical cirvcles rel

i

ting to
the rapid developments in China. Flans are being prayveriully
Formilatsd in the "board rooms” of some missicon socisties.
Otherg. ss=2ing the enocrmous promotional valus of a China-

related program. are rushing to get on the "bandwagon.” As a

mainlard Chinese and 2 Christian of bthe house churochs the




o
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Wit ber wowuld like to contribute his knowledge about the
Chureh in Chima and what he considers to be workable
strategies Tor a Chinesse ministiry.

Christians outside of China have heard about Christians
in China and have been praying for them for yvears. Now that
the doov is opens Christians are eagev to help the Chiness.
Eut an action without cautiocn might bring trouble to Chinese
Chvristians in thess uncertain days of conbinued control and
changs of religicus practices. To be a Christian in China
today is a very esricus thing. a matier affecting all of
1ife. Chiness Christians for the sake of their faith and
love of Jesus Christ have gons through problems that can
Fardly be imagined. Alssy the actions of American and other
forsign Ohristians toward the Chinese Church will reflect on

[

the whale Christian scens in the eves of the government.

Therefore. it ie necsssary to understand the Church in China
arnd its strategies Tor Chinese ministry.

The Church outside of China is generally quite different
From the Church inside of China. & great gap has developed

fretw

m

sz bhe two.  The Chorch in China has been forced to
develop along specific lines which in most instances are
quite different from that which is szeen in the Chuwroh cutelde
of China. Theretore. in order te help the Church in China.

smphiasis should be placed on understanding tha Chinese mind

urdar the influsncs of

Lhe

i3
ili

Communism since 1749 as well
Chiness Church in its pressent situation,. culture, and

opporbunity.  These are the keys which will help ocpen tha
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door ho an effective Chinese minlstry.

TE
33

Christians should also be aware of hthe potential Tor

disaster. Some of the informaticn coming into America
concerting the programs that are currently being rushed for
the evangalizaticn of China are Tormulas for digsaster. The
wiriter can see the mistakes of the past. all without
suception, being repeated in som2 of these plans. Theay
brought disaster in the past and will probably lead to the

two Tactors in this disaster. Onme

i

same end again. There arv
iz the strong anti-Communist bias of many evangelical

Chri Lans who seam to be bhurdened for the sternal souls of

i
=
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hinese penple. The second relates fto promotional

=

—4
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ztakes which are desi their promoticonsal impact

xfl
D

shey bhan foor theiv drue valus to help +he Chirnese people.

4-1-

Christiane must carefully w=igh every move they make now

ard im the Tuturs. The acticrns and veactions made today will

play & significant vole in China’s Tuture. A% present. the
Future of Chiness evangelism is a blank slate. Christians

should met be guilty of staining that slate because of
carelessness or a lack of prayverful planning.

God s strategiss are the solution Tor avoiding disaster.
Christiane have a bremendous advantage in considering
shrategies. Because they have the Word of Gods. the only

snurce of values and abscolutes, they can appropriately

develop strategies. God has ordained the means as well as
those who will be seaved. Christians can rest in tha

confidence that God's plans will be done.



CHAPTER II

STRATEGID FASRT AND FPRESENT: COMMUNIST CHINA

The coming to powsr of the Chirnese Communist Farty in 1749
was the greatest revolution in world history. The avents of the

revoluotion are rnot well kmown in the West. and even l2ss under-—

e

stood. A contralled press. the lack of cutside o rvaerss bthe

o
]
0]

emnticnal bias of all the participants made objective repovrting

e

almost impossible.
In the view of Mao Zedong.

a revolution iz nobt a dinngr party,

.
or doing embroideryi it camnmot beE oso
=0 leisurely and gently, so bemperate. ki

strained and magrnanimous. A revolution

i L
of viclencs by which onge class overt

- -
i
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rachicmn: an a

A1
riohber (1) .

i

The Governmant

The leading political fTorce in Chinas as stipulated by

1978 constitution. is the Chinese Commuwnist Farty (GO

+ 1: moonomics and social

e
fode
]
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policy decisions in China —— pol

—— are made by this party and its leadership. China’s state

government funchions mainly to coordinate the national
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sconomy and preside over forsign affairs. In this sense.
governmant is subordinate to the Farty. Mao Jedong. chairman
of the Party from 1935 wntil his death in 19758 was, by
virtue of that positicn. the pre-aminent leader of ths

Feople’s FRepublic of China (FRC). (S2e Appendix B for the

%

Ristory of The National Congresses of the Communist Farty of

China.) Mao was succeeded by Hua Guofeng in October. 197&.
The 1978 Constituticon declarss that "the State council

iz the central pecople’s government and . . . the highest

dninistration.” It is headed by a premier
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and several vice-premiers. The premier is noeminated by the
Communist Farty and approved by the Mational Feople’s
Congress, as are vice-premisrs, ministers, and vice-minister.

Courcil coordinates the work of thz ministriss.
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offices, commissionss and special agenciss. and draws up

naticnal sconomic plans and the nmational budget in accovdance

with Farty priovities and strategies.
The highest organ of legislative power in China is the

Mational Feople®s Congress (NFCY.  The Constltution
stipulates. howsvers that the MFC is to functicon wunder the
divrectionn of the Chinsse Communist Party. Deputises ares
elected by provinces and autonomous regions. cities under

central government rule. the armed forces. and Chinsse

residerts abroad. Specific MPC functions are to amend the

i

constitublion. pas laws, and syamineg and approve the state

ard final acocounts.

el



The Standing Committes is elected by the NPFC as it

in

ey marEnt working orgs As such: the Standing Committes is

,11

-

xﬂ

snpowarad o convens NFC plsesnary sesslons, intsrpret lawss

[}
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enact decrees, appoint ambassador receive Torslgn

amhassadors, and ratify treaties with foreign governments.

The Chaivman of the Standing Commitites. Dy rvight of the

-
~0
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Constitution. can receive Torelign snvovs. and., with the

approval of the NPFC or full Standing Committee. promulgate

laws and ratify treatises.
The president of the Supreme Feople’s Couwrt is the only

appointment not made on the direct inltiative of the Partys

that responsibility belongs to the NMFC.  Until the passage of

Chiva’

i1

Firet national legal code in June. 1979 the Court’™s
function on the national level was nsgligible bhecause of the
local orientation of the Chinese legal system.

The governmant hisvarchicsl structure is as fTollows:

Framiar

State Council (Ministries and Deparitmsnts
tiomal Feaople’s Dongress

hfﬂndlu Committes of the MNFC
]

The Feople’s Liberaticon Army (FLA) canmot be viewsed as the

counterpart of armiszs in obther countries. It 15 the army of
the Party. The Chairman of the COCF is the commandsr—in-chist
of the army. During the Cultwal Revolution. the PLA was the

A

orily organization that continued o hold up the nation when

the other parts of the govermnment collapsed.
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The COF had nearly 40 million members in the marly 19807s,

v 1982, the 18th congress of the CCF named Hu Yaobang the
few Farty chairman. Hu replaced Hua Guofeng (Hu was replaced
by Zhac Siyang in early 1987.) A new central advisory

o R

~ommittee headed by Deng Xlaoplng wa

1
i}

estabhlished. Deng i1s
the head of the military and the most powevrful leader in

China today (2).

Chivna’ s Feople

China®s official census of 1982 listed a total mainland
populaticon of 1.031.,882.511, making Chiva the home of nearly
one cut of every four persons in the world. China®s urban

hree

ot

popllation has remainsd velatively stable for the past

i acoounting for about 20% of the total population in

vole
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[
i
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China is a multinational couwntry comprising 55 major sthnic
groups or naticnalities. Ethnic Chinese. also known as the
Har people. make up about 3% of the ftotal population. with
the remaining 47 million psople divided among 55 groups

mallitis

L, ()

d to in China as "mincrilty nati

l'!
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Urban Lifestvles: Urban lifestvles

Uy

e

il

tly diverses

il

& . Most of the information in this section iz taken
from l.ucian Pye, The Dyvrnamics of Chiness Folitics

{Cambridge,:. Mass.: Gunn & Hains Fublishers. Inc.s 198103
Feter Cheng, Chins (Oeford, England: Clio Fress. 1?553: &l
Fhinau A Gengral Suwrvey (Beiljings Chinar  Foreign Langusges

.
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3 Statistics
Fo Bunge and F. Hhi
(Washington.,. D.C. s Th
Feople's Dallyv. Maroh

i

in thess twn paragraphs are taken from
ne @ds. . Chinas & Cournbtry Study

@ Amavican University, 1985). and

Pae 1987,
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aceross the natior. When northervers or southerners are
transterred to work in other parts of the couniry. they often
complain about the difficulty of adjusting fo the new
avivivonment —— climate, local dialects. lifestvie., and

cuigine. With the exception of some newly srected high-rise

i

it

apartmaent building in the major citises, architecture seesms to
be domirnated by & mixbtwe of traditional one-story "pingfang”
{literally, "flat—houses") with thelr three walled-in wings

Facing into courtvards and four or five story apartment

il

caomplexes. The latter provide indoor amenities such as
toilets: running water. and gas stoves. with many facilities
shared among twe or more families.

Houwsing is in relatively short supply in most of China’s

4

cities. A bypical urban residence for a Tamily of four
consists of only ong o two yvooms. Familiss in the newer

apartment buildingé have thelr cwn small kitchens and

Work schedules for virtually svervone —— emplovess of
the Tactories. service sechors, white collayr jobs. and

lg —— consiset of sight-hour davs

i

profession

Iﬂ

aried s2ix-day

it

wesks., Most factory workers take Sunday of T but the vetail
sector has instituted a system of staggered rest dave.

Virtually evervone takes a nap duwring the dailly two-to—three
Rowr Tunch brsal,
On Sundays, the day off for meost city workers, the parks

Till up with families and couples out relawring together.

Leilsure time ls alsco spent atbtending cperatic. thsatrical.




musicals and dance performances. and watoching television and
Films. On summer evenings. neighbovhood residents lovse bo
mingle on the sidewalbs in front of their homes to play cards

i Chinese "chess" and to gossip.

fu

Salaries., averaging B0 vuan (about 322 U.5.) per month
iy the cities and pevhaps half that much in the countryside
(4. appesar appallingly meager. Howevers: the cost of living
im China is commensurately low: the average remnt. including
wtilitiess is 5—10 vuan per month. and clothing and
furnishings are reascnably priced. About half of an urban
Fousehold®s monthly income. however. must be spent on food.
Most workers wse their surplus cash to buy exwpensive
"usuries! {bicvoles: watches.: radioss: televislons. cassette
recorders. washing machines,. refrigerators: motorocyvocles) . or

deposit it in saving accounts {(which earn approwimately 2%

1D
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interest) (). The provision of fre

il

vEher social services have been

)

health care. pensions, and

7
,
i

gradually supanded in post—-194% Chinas, and such bensfits now
gxtend to most of the population.

China’s goal is to rapidly modernize industry in the

coming vears. At present. much of the machinery used is
gtill simpls by Hestern standards, hand work is still

widsspread, and the pace of work is fairly relased. Chirna’s

system of socialism is predicated on the asswrancs of gainful

b Ses The Economish., April 148 1983,
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gnplovment to virtually everyons who sesks o work, In the

1980 s especiallyy muach

i

ttention has been pald to an
unintended by-product of this system —— ths "ivon rice bowl"

{&H)Y == a veference to the high degree of job security that

i

hae led in scme instances to poor work habits. absentesism.

and even indigsnce on the part of workers whoss salariss were
in no way tied to performance. & varisty of remedies fo this
problem are now being tried. many utilizing some form of
material incentive to spur productivity., Critics have

Fastened to brand such policies as & dirift toward capitalism.

O

fficials have countered that the principle "to =ach
according to his work"” 1s wholly consistent with the

Funmdamentals of Marwism (7).

Rural lLifestvles: The lifesivle of the typical Chinese
peaszant and the technology on which 1t is bassd has improved
significantly during the last three decades. VYet. life in

Chira's countryvside is still arducus by any standard. In the
planting and harvesting sesasons. the vural population labov
firom dawn to dusk at backbresaking field work, while during
the slack season the davs are spent in construction and
repailr wark: as well as some light-industrial activites.
Fural housing ise spaciocus compared to city dwellings.

Homes are usually family-owned. The simple furnilshings

2. Wenhui Bao. (Chinese newspaperi. July 4. 1984,

4. China Daily. March 7. 1984,

7 China Dailwy u Maroch 20 1 1984%.
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comsist of a bed or twos a dresser — often wmade at home ——

perhaps & sewing machines and a radio. Cocking and tollet

u

farilities are located outside of the house.

Familiss today are encouwraged to grow theilr ocwn vegetables

to ralse animals both for thelr own consumpbtion and for

W
i
7,
s}
it}

zale at rural Taivrs as a means of earning supplemental
income.  The farming of small private plots by individual
fousehold was being actively encowraged in the mid-173807°s as
a means of both raising overall productivity aé well as
augmenting paazants’ incomes. Most agricultuwral production,
however. is still carried cut on collechively—owned Tields

and income is distributed according to individual cutput. A

commor Tund Ffinances social services such as medical cares

3]

nETiSEions. and sducation (H) .

By 1984, & new "individusal vesponsibllity” policy was

making profound in road throughout the countryside. The
principle of centrally plammed collectiviem: on which the

communas had been founded, ssemed to be giving way to a

variety of "mixed" local economies wheres unlis as small as a
family could allocate a significant amount of work time fo

self-initiated and self-managed projects (F),

Cultural life iz made availlables sven in remobte rural

i}
Hi
it
il

today thyrough mobile Film showings and towring

. China OfFicial Annual Repord

= i B4--1785% (Howng Bongs
Fingsway Fublications Lbd..

7. Thid.
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2

operaticy and ballet

ancourages the development of

The government realizes thatb

t

00 million peasants mus

country is o achieve its goal of

El

recrder the nation’s development p

emphasis towsard raising the tec

nd the state’s puwrchasing price

=

Similar measures and reforms,

=t
pe

gl
y

took increasing

standards and scoromic stability i

For the first time iv Chineses hist

troupes

gras

substantial

was increased by an average of 22%

acocount of

u

The government

sroolt folk arts.

=

the livelihood of China”’

ly improve if the
modernization. It must
rioritiess and shitt its

hnological and the incomea

level of Tarmevrs in China. Anriculitural taxes werg reduced.

for grain and other edibles

(10} .

enacted thvrough the early
the nesd to improve living

n the countrvsilde. FPerhaps

the whole of th

Loy =
Chinese countryvside is being mobilized primarily for its own
betterment.
Fducation
Major changes heve ccouwrred in China’s sducaticnal system
zinoe 1949, During kthe 1%30°%s énd garly 194607s the sducation
policy was directed toward producing colleges and technicslly

qualified students. Stuwdents were

their schaool houvrs on academic sub

learning practical skills in factor

fileld

iji

©

IThid.

1.

reguired to spend hali o

jects and the other half
ies and in agricultural
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Irn 1944, the Cultural Revolubticon redivected sducational
ponlicies. Fevalutionary committess were {formed to run the
schools: and for the next 11 vears the emphasis was on

political indoctrinaticn in revolutionmary ideclogy. Under

the "open door’ policy: workers, peasants. and soldiers were
invited to lectuwres in unilversities, and university students

were regquired to work Tor specifled pericds on farms and in
tactories. The traditiconal universlty entrance examinations
were abolished, and students were sslected on the basis of
worlk performances and Farty loyalty.

Iv 1977 the educational policies of the Cultural

i

Revolution were abandorned. Bright secondary school Etudént
ware permitted to go directly fto universities. for which
entrance examivations were reintroduced. and sefforts were
uridar way to extend the vears of schooling to 10 1n wiban
areas and F in rural areas. consisting of 3 vears in
glemantary levels and 4 to 5 in secondary school. Approxi-
rid

mately &d0% of the children bhetween the of five

o
i
il

g

hiil

—

ninaetesn are in school. and about 74% of the population are

Gince 1977. entrance examinations have been the primary

/

1

factor in determining admission to college and technical
schools.  These sxaminatiocons are rigovous and only about 5%

of sach vear’s senicor middle school graduates are accepted

i1. Brian Mook, a2de. The Camboidoge Encvolopedia of
(Cambridgs. England: Cambridge University Fress.




Frr Turther formal education (120,

Colleges programs. which were cut from four vears to
threse during the Cultuwral Revolotions have been re-sutended
o Tour years. Medical schools and institutes of specialized
ztudy have reinstated five or aven six yvear programs. Until
1979 meost collesges and wniversities had foull programs of
required couwrses in the third and fowth vears and offeresd
some elechive couwrses to spur student interest (approwimately
0% of college courses are now 2lectives).

Graduate education. suspended in 17485 was reintroduced
in 1973. Since themn. 40.000 students have been admithted o

raduats programs. Oraduste students are affiliated with

i
bl
=N
]
-
ot
it
1
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o

institutions in one of three ways. They

=
‘,‘u

.
Y D

1
af}
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uniiversity departments to the bradouate Scademy or res

s
u'
1

atitutes of the Chinese Academy of Sciences. or hto the

Chinsss
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i]_!
L
I
=]
hed
i
—.h
[{3
n
L
i
iz}
ﬂ
I’l
1"]
n
i
ot
3

Graduate school courses, wsually led by senicr scholars.
Toous almost exclusively on the shtudents’ special fields and

foreign languages. Folitics is a minoer and altcocgether a

secondary part of the curriculums and manual labor has

il

virtually been abolished. As part of China’s long—term plan

Fobert D. Rarendsen. 2d.. The 1978 Collesgs
amination irvn the Feople’s Republic of Ching.
shington, D.C.U.8. Departmant of Health. Educatiocn and

{ﬂrﬁg 1297%). p.2H.

12. The information in these two paragraphs are taken
Trom Lhina. A Bensvral wrvey . and Jobhn Hawkins, Educatioy
Socisal Chanos in the Peonle’s Republic of China (Mew Yovl:
Frasgsr, 19882).
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to produce highly trained specialists, Chingsse universities,

4

the Chiness Academy of Scisnces. and the FHinishry of

H

Fducation have sent approxdimately 43,000 graduate students

i
o
i
ot
y
il

ard ressarchers, largely in the natuwral sclences

United States, Japan: and Western Europe since 19779 (14).

There are also a gireat number of selif-sponsored students

quing overseas to study. For many such students it is their
firet opportunity to come in contact with & thoughtful pres-

entation of the Christian faith. Alveady many have returned

to China with a positive attitode towsrd Christianity bec

hy

tise

of Friends they have made during their overseas stay. Some

Fave enteved inte a living faith in Christ. Hecauss of their
position in socisty 1t is very hard Tor them to make a public

Christila e and thue many remain sscraet belisvers.

(a1 For move det
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China.)

The Communist View of BEeligion

Farl Mary and hisz followsrs analvzed veligion as a
harngover Trom feudal and bouwrgecls culture. s meEans by which

the ruling class controls and edxploits the masses. Rsligion

D.

in Marw®s famous

,-r

became a tool of sepleoitation as supresss

dictum: "Religion is the opilate of the people.

14, Foople's Daily. December 10, 1985,




@ Dommunist Farty viewed religion as a

__.{
=
3]
T
-
=
i ﬂ

carry—over from the exploitation of the old feudal socciety in

which landlovds oppressed psasants. and in which ths nswly

T%

!F
i

rising capitalist exwploited a helple worlking class. The

suparstiticons of Chinese religions are simply one of the Tew

means by which the poors igrorant masses of China hoped o
influsnce their destiny. FReligion was viewsd azs part of that

imperialism by which Toreign capitalists and their diplomatic
and missionary allies exploited China.

n

In China: Marx’s views have alwavs been somswhat

tempered by those of Mao Zedong who grew uap undsry a strong
Confucian emphasis on education and reason. In 1987 Mao

WImOTE
The idols were st up by the psasants. and in ftims
they will pull down the idols with their ocwn hands;
there is no need for anvbody else to throw away

prematurely the idols for them. The agitaticonal
line of the Coomanist Farty in such matters should
he: "Draw the bow Tull without letting go the arrows

and be on the alert (153.7
In 19587 when Mao and the Communist Farty had taken
power s Mao wrobe

We canmoht aboliszh religion by adminizstrative
orderss nor can we Toroes people not to
ivr it.  We cannot compel people fto give up

7

idealisms ary more than we can force

[]'CU

zlieve

15, Mao Zedong. Report of an Investiastion into the
h Movemnent in Hunan Dmade in 192771 (Beiljings. Chi
Foreign Languagss Press. 1753, p.4S. as quoted in Richard C.
Bush., Jr.. FReligiorn in Communizsht China (Mashville. TH:
Abingdon Press,. 19781, p.3o,
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believe in Marxlism. In settling matters of an
ideclogical natuwre ov conbtroversial issuss among
the peoples can only uss demccratic method.
methods of discussions:s of criticiem. or persdasion
and education: not cogrcives high—handed methods
167,

—

China“s latest Constituticon (1982) states: "Citizens
shall enjoy freedom to believe in religion and freedom not to
kelieve 1in religion (17000

This noninterference with raligion was the official
doctrins. dctual practice. however: was gulifte differsnt.
This varied from place to places depending on the local party
functionary and the particular rightist or leftist line that

was being Tollowed at the tTime.

b

Feligious fresdom in China actusally is zomsthing that is

i)

parmitted within the walls of a mosgues temple. or church.: or

somathing that takes place within the privacy of one’s home.
This freedom doss not include the vight of religicus ceresmony

or display in public places.

fReligion
[

China developed a unigue svothesis of her thres ra-

A

ligions in the past centuries and did not reguire the

i

Holusive alleglance of 1ts adherents. But 1t would be

corract to vefer fto China as having two religions and

[
]
i)

-

svsten of ethics bescause Cornfucianism is not usually

1éd.  Mao Zedongs On the Covrvrect Handling of
Contradicticon Ancong the Feople (Beljing. China: Feopls

Fress, 1938), p.%9.

Grt. ad (1982).
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considered a religion.

Confuciuve was China’s best bkrvown philosophers: born in
the ~Zhow dynasty in 551 B.C. (18). He was not a religlious
teacher or prophet. nor did he speak of a personal Gods only
af a moeal fovee in the universe. His ideas Tormed the moral
code of China's upper classes right into the ftwentiesth
century and were fesudal in theiv established ceremonies with

ctright class distinctions. His teaching centered around

the fTamily and its harmony as the hub of society. the state
as its extension and all octher velationships functioning in a

status guo of orderliness. It changed centuries of Chinssa
people to accept theivr unchangeable lot in life. Confucius
was not worshiped as a deity but his teachings and wiriting

formed China’s social and political structure (170,

A

Tagism was a withdrawal reaction against the hard
realities of this world and a protest against war. which was
a shtruggle for power. status. and wealth. It was a thinker’s
philosophy. The individual was only important as a parit of

A%
the whole great pattern of nature which was Tao, literally

-

"The Way:" in a metaphvsical sense. Fouwnded by Lao—21: who

f

may have bsen a myth himeeld, 1t 18 & philosophy of passiviem

H

and lack of desive (20).

18, Fobert G. Orra. Beligion ivi China (Mew Yoyrlk:

Friendship Fress. 1980, p.8&4.

19, Oy, Beligion in Chiva. pp.88-%0.

Chinas @ Heneral Survevs pp.odi—a.
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Fuddhism spread from India in many directions and was
readily accepted in China also as an escape realigion. It

m
o
—h

pErcelves Treality” as illusory. including the idea of s
I & person becomes "enlightened"” and realizes that self is
mnly an illusicon which leads to misery and suffering in this
world. he is extinguished at death, like & candle Tlame going
suts and in that sense enters Mirvana. which is non-
existence. thought to be the ideal final state. If he is not
grnlightensd., he is reborn (reincarnated) and his life-flams
je hransferred to ancther new candle and continues

the illusien of existing. PBuddhism held a strong appeal to

Chinese. especially as 1t was willing to take on certaliln

of Conmfuciarizm and Tacism and could be embraced

i

3H

LG

ifl

1

without giving up sither (21).
Aricestor worship pre—dated these and was incovpovated

ints all three. Ancestors were thought to be alive and

o

influencing the affairs of men, and so had to be placated.

IT=slams ancthar foreign religlon. Tiltered in with the

barbarians from the Morth and West. but its followers were
mostly sthnically non~Chinese. Islam is considered a threat
now hecause of its revival and powsy over millions throughoot
the world.

Christianity was introduced to China as sarly as the

o du

=1, Tim Brook, "Traveling to the Trigram Mowunbtains:
Buddbiism cer the Gang of Fowr." Contemporary China
tWinter, 1978y: 71—,
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asventh century. First the Nestorians came in A.D. &35 and
Flowrished wnder the Tang Dynasty. But by the end of that
dynasty (#.D. FO0), vivrtually all traces of MNestorian
Christianity had disappeared sxcept for one stong monument in
1AM The Franciscans had their fturn in the thivrisenth
century under the Mongel {(Yuan) Dynasty. But at the end of
the Morgol era all traces of Christianity had disappeared.
Matteo Ricci and the Jesuits arvived at the Mongol court in
1401. They taught astronomy and mathematics and brought a
new faith which they called "the religion of the Hsavenly
Lord.” Fobhert Morrison. the first Frotestant Missionary.
arrived from England in 1807. In its heyday China was the

largest "mission fisld" in the world. In 1724, 8,000

P

Frotestant missionaries wevre serving in China (229,

(22,1} G. Thompson Browrm Christianity ivn the Feople's
Fepubhlic of China (Atlanta. G84:  Jobn Enox Press. 1283 p.l13-40.




CHAFTER III

GOVERNMENT*S STRATEGY REGARDING THE CHURCH: THE TSFH

When the Fecople’s Fepublic of China (FRC) came to power in
174%. 1t faced a Christian movemsnt that had a considerable
following. Although the baptized membership was but & tiny

11

m

fraction of the population as a whole. its influsnce was

cut of proportion to its size

In 1949 there were approdsimately 700,000 Protzstants of
all denocmimations in Chins. Chinese churches had
relationships with move than one houndred foreign mission
hoards, soacieties. orders. and international councils. Thera
were abiout 4.000 forsign missionaries servving in Chinas A

ol nt missionary effort had cresated thousands

iu

ntury of Frote

i’l

of primary schoolg. soms 200 middle schools, 13 major
colleges and universities. 5900 hospitals, many clinics. as

wall as obther institubtions such as publishing houses. The

it}

lleges and universities alorne had graduated over S0,000

M
f

studsnts by 1949 (23). The conbribution of thes

institutions should not be undesrestimated,

With the entrance of Chinese troops into the Horean .

‘ Trom
{Londoms:

23. The ivnformation in this paragraph is
Wmnnmfh 3. Grubb: sd.. World Chvistian Handbo
Uominion Fress. 1952), p.l41.

(l';' ]_1‘]

21
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cenflict during 1950, all possibility of an accommodation
anded. The United States Troze fhtne:« aszets in Americx in
Decembar . 195%0. China retaliated. The Administrative
council of the FRC demandsd that all Christian churches 1n
Chima and related hospitals and schonls hreak velations with
ameErican mission hoards. One by one Frotestant universities
ard colleges were taken over by the government. Finally. all
nF the missicnaries had to leave China by the end of 1952.
There were twn choices left for the Chinese Christian
leaders: first, toc go undergroundsd o seceond, to work oo
some accomodation with the new rulers of China. Except Tor
some indigencous sects and independenf churches, most of the
Frotestant denominations and leaders chose, in some degres.

the sscond optlion.

-

The FRise of thse TEFRM

At this sha o history hthere smevrged a man who was

LLJ

amorg the first Christiarns to suppovt the Communist cao

n
]

W Yaozong. converted to Christianity as a young man. becams

a YHCA secretary after he gave up a carser in the customs

:h

sorvice. He studied in Union Theological Seminary in New
York and was influenced by the Christian sccialist movament

of hbhe 19307s (24) .,

24,  Harold Tam. "YLT . ks Thres-Self Foundar.
189931977, " Ching and the Church Todsy Z:1 (JTarnoary —
February 19801 &-7.



m
Ll

In May 1950 Wu led a group of Christian leaders to mest
\ | f

with Fremigr Fhou Enlal in Beljiing to discuss future
government relaticns. Duwring the mesting. Wu discussed with

the premi=r the preparation of a paper which would becoms
kricwn as the "Christian Manifesto.” The first draft was
wiritten by Wu and approved by the premier. The Tollowing ars

t set forth the rew

B

some povrtions of the Manifesto tha
divection.

It is ocuwr purpeoss in publishing the following
:t temnn+ to helghten cur viglilance against
imperialism. to make known the clear political
stand of Christians in Mew China. to hasten the
building of & Chinese church whose affairs are
managed by the Chinese themsslves, and to
indicate the responsibilities that shcould be
taken up by Christians throughout the whole
country iv national recomstruction in Mew
China . . = -

Furndamertal Qims

Y Christian churchss and n;ganl_dklnm: in China
ol n”w\t their utmost efforts. and smploy
effective methods. to make DEupleblﬁ the churches
averywheras recoqni“: clearly the evils that have
been wrought in China by imperialismi recognizse
the fact that in the past ]mpmxlall zm has made

2 of Christianityi: purge imperialistic influsnces
from within Christianity iteelfi and be vigilant
againgt loperislism. and sspeci 1y American
imperialism, in its plot fto use religion in fos-—
taring the growth of reacticnary forces. A% the
sams btime. bthe churches and organizations should
call upon Chyistians to participate in the movemsnt
cpposing war and wupholding psgace. and teach them
thoroughly to understand and support the government s
policy of agrarian reform.

. {57 Chvistian churches and ocrganizaticns in China

should take effective mesaswres to cultlivate a pat-
. riotic and d@mmcrahlc apirit among theilv adherents
' i1 : w1l s a pesychology of self-respectk
| avce. Thae movement for awbonomy,
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and seli-propagation hitherto promoted
2 churah has already attainsed a measure
HE This movemsant Trom mow on showld com-
fe taskes within the shortest possible period.
same time. self-criticism should be advocated.
all forma of Christian activity re-—examined and re-—
adjusted, and on-going austerity measures adopteds so

as to achisve the goals of reformation in the church.

Concrete Methods

(27 From now oma. as regards o their religicus worlk.
Christian chuwrches and organizations should place
emphasis upon a degper undevrstanding of the natwrs

of Christianity itself. closer fellowhilp and unity
among the various denominations. the cultivation of
hetter lzadership persommel. and reform in systems

of church organizaticn. As regards to theliv more
general work, they should emphasize anfi—impﬂr;alisticg
anti-feudalistic: and anti-bureancvratic—capitalistic
aducation, together with such forms of service to the
re*plm as productive labovs teaching them to under-
tand the Mew Era, cultursl and recreaticonal
tivitiess literacy sducation. medical and public
nealth werlk ., and care of children (235,

1]
1’1

In @pril. 19351, under thes arrandemsnt of the newly

¥

crganized Religiocus Affairs Bureaw of the government, the
Frotestant Thres-Self Patrictic Movement was sstablished.

pe!

{The "thres-self! refervred to "sslf-suppovt.” "self-

goverrment.” and "sslf-propagation.”)  Wa Yaozong was el

;R lj

f'l
ﬂ

chalrman.

In the next 15 vears (17991-19440. the Protestant churoh
was brought undsr the full control of the states through the
TEFM,.  Thousande and Thowsarnds of Christian lsaders who
refussd to join the TEPM were condemned as anti-

ravo lutionariss, and most of them were put into priscon during

sl Feligion in China. pp.ad-5.




Mamy of them died during theilr

pmp lsonmant.

The Froblems of the TSEM

I the summar of 1944, The Great Proletarian Cultural
Fevolution started. ALl Christians of whatever dernominatlovia
theological conviction, or political persuasion suffered. MNo
one was exempht —— Christians and non-Christianzs alike.

Leaders in the Three-Ssl1f Movemsnt who had tried to cooperate

with the government spent time in the work camps the

m
313
Hil

> T2
those known to be resistant o government policies. The

affices of the Three-8elf Movement were closed down. The

Y

F‘llglnn affairs Bureaw of the government ceased to

Furnchtior.
For 18 vears (Trom 15464 to 1979) there was no public
worship iv the whole naticom.  But in September, 197%. the

larme church fTormerly krnown as Moore Memorisal Church openesd
= E +

-
o
1

deores with the aew name Mo-—en Tang (Bathed in Grace
Church). Then churches across China bsgan to open.
arrangements for the opening of the churches were made by the

BFM. which i

i

responsible to the Religiowus ATfairs Burean

Al 87T VES

liaison betwssn the governmant and the

i

AS

jail

1
it
o
o+

churches.  Howaver, the TEFM has wed many problems sin
has heen resurrected.
It 197% +the TSFM had practically no influence among the

thouwsands of how churches. and the grest numbers of new

el levers had never beard of Lh. TSFM leaders




Ei

that their organization was only about fo affect the small

Aumber of newly-opensd churoches restored by the government.
Church buildings of the TSFM. now cooupled by governmne

agencies, needed to be reclaimed and restored for worship

ey VICES .

to find octher accommodations for th

i

present cococupants because of the shortage of buildings.
During the first year. only a few churches in the major

citims were opened. Laters the number of churches being

i

opened each month increased rapidly.
Most of the pastors avallable were men between &0 and

almmst all former T8FM pastors from the 19307

vears of age.
HFecauss bthere ars no Ao denominaticons in China. most of

e

2k

i

the reopened churches had a team of pastoral workers tha

11

raflected ditfe

ﬂ
IL

it denominaticonal backgrounds. The

provision of pastors 1 cbvicous problem.

in
a4}
e}

ih

et

LY

Eoscause of the edtreme politicization of the Church and

the persscution in the sarlier zre of Christians who woul

<
i

fot join the TSFM, those who had been worshiping in house
churchss were now reluctant o join. Although the TSPM ha

-t from ths Bibhle instead of

i
IT
xﬂ

LS

Lo pres

T

liberal and political sermons. the confidence of the

Christians toward the TBEFM i=s still a probleam.

By
—

Arohbher oritic ek lem Facing the TEFM is thes fralini
o

of futurs pastors.

ifl

d

]
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The lLeadership of the TSFM

I 19830, Hishop Ding Guangxun was appointed as the
chairman of the TEFM following the death of Wu Yaozong in
15979

Ding had besn a student worksr in North America from
19446 to 1951. He returned to China and became president of
Mariing Theologlical Seminary. In 1255+ he was consscrated
gnglican Bishop of Zhejiang province {26 . The seminary was
clossd in 1944, 1t has now been recpensd with Ding as the
dean again.

Whosver accephs the chalrman’s position has a job
description written for him in Beiljing. His guidelines are
specifically written down for him as follows:

1. Sthtesrin

111”"": O

in the rn“re#* implementaticn of the po

religicous fresdom.” which accmrdlxq to Article 40

of their comstitution states that "citizens shall

ave the freedom ko belisve in religlion and not to
helieve in raligion.’

0

the church along the right political
e pw1*v puts its "guiding the church
icy of

al
1
-z

ii]
d‘

) ;—4

& . Direct the various Frotsstant seminariss in Chinas.

3. Hesp the church pure from such problems as

"demomitnationallism.

iy Oversss and direct the ofTicial chwroches that
have ooensd across China.
= Oversass the printing and distribution of "all
Bihles allowed in China.

Travel to the West as an smissary of Beijing
b covvince the world as to the "freedom of religion”
in China and how the TSFM is the only

5ilas Changy The Family Church iv Mainlend Chins

Les
C0wmarod. 0R. 1984, p.l7.
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sman Tor bthat church (7).

cffically recognized spoks
The leadership within TEFM has several subgroups. Fireb,
thers are the top leaders who formerly were leads

movemant in the 193507s. Some of them actively persecuited

et

svanogelicals during the firet decade of the communist regima.

For this reason many Christians are afraid to assocclate with
tham.
Both the Three—8zlf Movement and the Chinese Chrlqtlan
Council (28) have among their top leaders these very
=

pelitically minded leaders of the past. Most of them were in

the early days esxtremely liberal in thelr theclogy. This 1is

ome of the reaszons why evangelicals in the 19507s did not

asmociate with the movement. Today this liberal theclogy 1s

in the background.

il
pul
s
<
1
!
o
=
g

4 second subgroup consists of pastors who wers active 1n

the Three-Sslf Movement in the past. Some of them betraved

=]

ther Christians. but they alsc went through suffering during
the Cultural Fevelution and may indsed have been restored
spiritually. Some of them are indeed trus evangelicals.
There are. howsver. those who are thinking more of

il

maintaining a job through the church than of truly fesding

the Flock of God.

s - -
[

27 Carl Lawrencs. The Church in Chiva (Minneapolis.
: = Fubhlishers. 1985%. N L P9,

Mimnesotan sharry How

o0, China Christian Council (CCCY. formally brought
irnte existence in Dotobese 1980, The relationship of the COCC
b the TSPM is one of "division of labor.” Inm administration

Fips however, it remains intimately aszsociated

and leaders
with the

5
rEfr, and Bishop DRing chairs both u\gdﬁizatiDHE,




£ thivd subgroun are peoples who have had contact with the

howss chuwroches during the Cultural Revolution. Mow bBhat the
oper churches have appeaved. they feel that they can have the

most influence 1if they will work through the Th
Movemsnt. In this wayv it gives them the opportunity to
minister to larges numbers of peoaple. They also belisve that
they can

influence the policy of the church as a whole and

maintain an evangelical witness within the church.

Covermment Conbrol of the Church through the TS5FH

It is important to ses clearly the T5FM s placs in the
overall system of control used by the governmsnt

THFM and the Governmant) .

P

United Fromt MWaork Daepartment of Fublic
Department  (UFWD Serurity (Folice)

J !

Liooal WUFWD \ \/Heligiaus ATfailrs TaFM

Buvea (RAR)

L?:a} Fe“iglaﬁs ) local Chaphers
Affaivres Bureall of TSPH

TaFM and the Government
The Farty organ ivvolved v religion is the United Frond

Work Deparbment (UFWHD . which also handles oversea-C

Miviess




a0

and minority affairs. This Farty department controls and

i1

P

taffs the government’s Religious ATTalrs Bureaw {R&T

i
i

Ul

SEaff members of the RAR, including the lowest clerks and
cffice bovs, are members of either this Farty or tha Chinese
Communist Youbth League.

While the UFWD is a Farity ovgans and the RAR is a
governmant agsncy. the two are interlocked at each level, and
alsc work closely with the Department of Fublic Security —-
the naticonal police system.

Under the RAE there are five religiocus "pecople’s organiza-
tians”: +the Frotestant Three-Self Fatrictic Movement. the

atholic Fatricotic Asscociaticoni and Islamic. Buddhist and

el

cclatlions. Thesg asscciations alsc hav

H

Tanis

e

H

Fierarchles.

-

e Function of the UFWD iz to ses that the party’s

I_T

religicus policy is properly executed through the RAB.  On
the other hand. the TSPFM directs the actual affairs of the
church in accordance with the stzbte policy as a "Frotestant

organizatlon.

Tts task is essentially political: to lead Christians
too support the party and state programs. and to ensure that

_,.
i
-
!
]

Ao anti-revolutionary elements emerge among Frotest
a way.: the TSFM polices Christians for the government. But
it oalen serves as & bridge bebwesn the two.

Irm implementing the government’s religlous policy with

Frotestants, all threse organizations are involved:  the UFWD.




the RAE. and the THEFM. Fovy exampla2. the TEFM has no
aukthority to evict a factory from a former church building.
But as a government bureaus. the RABE does have this authority.
and sc helps to facilitate the transition. But the RAR 1s
cnly a state organizationi it might vot have encugh clout to
carry out such orders. So in many cases. the larger party
crganizaticons the UFWD. comes along to negotiate in the
matter.

On the other hand. if ;he TEFM officials discover a
Eible distribution ring with commections in Hong Fong. 1t has
rio right to interferes. except to make inguiries and do

an report the case to the RAR. which

N

"mereuading."  But it

doss have the authority to investigate "anti-revolutionary

i

But if a house church leader is found printing Bibles =

homes the RAR officials have no right to arvest him. Any

i

Folicies are made zt the highest level of the Fartv.

according to the overall political philosophy and pricrities

of the ruling facticon. All lower officials. including the
TSEM, basically implement these policiss (29).

{Bee Appendix Dy & government’s infernal deocument of controls
i =] uiy!

ietianity. for more detail about the government trod

a2 = information in this section. is taken fvom Grace
Felgns g (Hong Hong:  Christian Witness FPreass. 1783)

e 13-




CHAFTER IV

STRATEGIFES RORN OF G0OD:  THE HOUSE CHURCH

Furches are not new in China.  Right from the

X
s
o
i
i
[

First century the Christian Church began as a "house—church."
Soon house—churches had sprung up all across the Roman
Empivre. It was not until many yvears later that the Tivrsth

buildings dedicated sxclusively for Christian worship were

th

7

_1|

srected. A study of the New Testament church reveals tha
the churech in the home was 2 virile and powerful force that

A LA s
shook 1ts socistv.

h

KI!

The Chirnsse Church was fTorced into a true Mesw Testament

o+

pattern. This pattern sesms to Tit the Chinese culture much
better than the importsd variety. The family-orientation is

haracteristic of the

I
)
it
i
:ﬁ‘
i
]
Iaa
i

poesibly the single most ool

the fooal point of

Christian worships, almost guarantees not only Tamily
participation, but the faith of succeesding genevations. The

Fouze—church ssems to truly bslong in the Chinese culiture.

The Begicninogs of the Howse Church Movemsnt
Before the 1949 revolution in Chilinas many belisvers

began mesting in homes. During the pre-194% pericd. house

churches were connected with indigsnous movements such as

=

—
)




23
oThe Jesus Family." "The True Jesus Chuwrch,” "The Independent

S Therse were hundreds of such

Church:" and "The Little
churches throughout the country.
Following the 1949 revolutions the TEFM was responsible

Ffor organizing the institutional church. Indigencous

iy}
1]
ot
o

house—churches were suppresssed by the TSFM and meetin

H
RN

homes wWere selared i1llegal. In 1955 the authovities

1
i

started persecuting the "Wang Mingdao Counter-Revoluticnary
Fang" movement. In 1954, they started to purge the "Watchman
Mee Counter—Revelutionary Gang” movement alsc. In 1938, they
pushed the "Anti-Rightists Struggle” from inside the
churches . AFter thess movements.: TSPM easily won the control
of all chuwehess 1o China. &t this times the govermment

ities oubkside of ToFM di-
rection wares 1llegal (30).

Ivi 1954 . under the strict control of the government. the

TEFM was awarded the leadership and actual conitrol of all

ot

churches in China. {Frior hbo 19594. the T8FM did not have

actual combroal of the local churches.) With this new powsr

Ffrom the governmeit. the TEPM started to puwrgs all thoss who

inet the TPFM. They actively did the following three

L

b2
i}
—i
i
i
u
3]
it

it

1. They combined churches in every coitys forcing th

u

Christians to hold joint ssrvices. They reduced the number

3, Charig s The Family Chorch i Mainlanod Chivoa. p.19.




of places to worship. The @xhra church buildings wers

LU

actically no

affered to the government. {There ware pr
crurches lefdt in fthe countryside.) For wamples in FPeling.
they combined &4 chuwrches inte 4. In Shanghals. they combined
over 200 churches intoe 19. The empty church bulldings wers

changed into schools, factories. and warshouses (31).

H
w

2. All churches were fovoced to preach the sevrmon of

nunity church with patrictism.” All sermons were censored

s they even stopped preaching this kind

f
il

tima. La

[
-

ahead o

of "eermoni” and  all they talked about was news and current
svents Trom the newspaper. Before the start of the Cultura
Fevolutiom in 19484, there was no copen church in China that

the &

chings of the Bible

=

13
iy

preached according to = .
3. &1l preachers were put together fto "study." It

smphasized that the professicon of the clergy. who did oot
have to physically labor to obtain a salarys was shameful.
The T8FM started sending Chr1'+ an ministers and preachers to

ctories and Tarms to labor. Most of the preachers

1|

the T

i
,11

therefore were fTovrced to leave thelr ministries (33).

hurches, many Chiristians

T
e
i
i
Pl
]
o
=
i
il

Undey this opesn att

and some preachers withdrew from thelv churches.  They

Churech in Mainland Dhinga

2. W W HErv. YT H\}rris Some CThuveh Doors. !

flliance Hitness 115 (January

A3.  Ibid.




atarted the house churches. This was a new bhedgirming Tor the

i
—H

Mouse church moveansnt Lo China. Hnww»w”n this group

Christians who wanbted to follow the Lovd pald a very

1
il

price for their falth by ineisting on worshiping the Lovd at

...4
111
M
[N
[

[n3

home in spirit and in ftruth. The government and the
mot like this rnew group of Christians and staried to suppress
these house churches even more. Many Christian situdents were
eupelled from their schools and sent to indefinite pericds of
"labor educations (34)." Some preachers in thse TEFM were
sent to labor camps because they were sympathetic to the
Fouse churches. Many Christians were sentenced to ten or
Fiftesn vears of hard labor because they organized or
attended the house churches. Some of them died in the labor

camps bescause they could not stand the cruel punishment

v

thers. Many unknown Christians, because of this falth in

I‘l
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Christ. offered 211 %o theirv Lovd. including their vo

il
o
]
et
-
~H
o

properity. and sven their lives. They sowsd the sesed
that have caused this great pecple movement growbh in the

houss churches of Thina. The fruit that they bear today

=
i

iv the thirty-fold, siwty-fold, and even hundrad-fold.
There was a special common "orime” 1n the sentences

Panded to tho

i

me who were arvested in the late 19507 =:

to organize illegally assembled fTamily church

Thus. howuses churches: as & couwnterpart of TERM.

L Charvg Thyes

353, Thid.
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muisted since the late 195307s.

The Chureh Duwring the Cultural Beveolution

In August, 1964 the Great Froletarian Cultural Revolu-
tion bBroke ocut at Maco®s inmstigation.  Young radical Red
Buards sprang up and went on a rampage all over China. Armead
with Mam®s Little Red Book. and encowraged by the Chalrmains

they set out to destroy old ideclogies, old customs. old
idemas. and old systems. including the Farty structure and
state machinery. They stormed city halls, police

headguarters. university administration buildings and pub-

licly humiliated and beat up Farty revisionists. intel-

H"

lectuals. and anvone whom they considered not ftotally

3 7

"proletarian.”  In the sphers of religilon, they destroyed

7

tenples, monasteries, and stormed the Tew chuwrches that
remained. They ssarched practically every believer’™s home,

|

looking for Bibles, hymnals. and every cther type of
Christian literaturse they could find in order to confiscate
oy burn bhem. It omany cities, the Red Guards gathered all

the Ribles that they could find, piled them wp intoc a great

set Tire to them. Bmlievers

!,!1

heap in the public sgquare, and
were rounded up and forced to kneel in front of that plllac

of Fire. In thosse davs both Christians from secret house
churches and TSPHM leaders werse atitacksd. publicly "struggled

U and forced to parads through the streets. Soma of

the helisvers were literally beaten to death. other

il
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suffersd permanent paralvsis. HMany house church leaders who

“
i
]

4

2T

1
i
1,

soretly propagated the Gospel were arvested and =

7

et

abor camps where they were further intervrogated and Torced
to do hard labov.

ey the Firet wave of Cultural Hevolution attacks,
all kvraces of visible Christian activities were removed from
the face of the Chingse sociebty. ALl Christians had to go

thirough the baptism of suffering and bumiliation. For a

[n 8
1
i
iy
]
i1

while even clands house church activities were
suspended. The church in China was practically dead and
buried.

But the glory of God did not depart from hils peocple in
China. His Spirit overshadowsd them. Out of a wvalley of dry

bores & great spivitusal army began fo rise up. It wa = 1o

jied
n
il

process which began after the initial waves of attack during

198685-6F. & Few savrvants of Gods moved by the situation of

spiritual desclaticon that characterized the Church. began bo

pray for a revival. They started to ssarch out every
believer that they could Find and urged them to rise up from

their fears and to call upoen the name of the Lord. Two’s and

i
IL

thv "5 bhegan bo oh

zecretly to pray and to encourage ;

i

ohher with Bod’s Word. Gradually thsa

ps grew
into Spirit-filled house churches. Deprived of minlsterial

leaderships,. lay leadsr

N

rose up o lead praver mestings and

of God

to minister to o a growing

pecple. The Spilrit




of God was at work all over China. and eilently but surely
Rouses chuwrches sprang wp in countleszss clitiless bowns. and

villages. Out of suffering and death a new Chinese church

The Chwrah Alive

At he dealth of Mac Zedongs. and the arvest of the

o
o
i

=ln
"Gang of Four” heasded by his widow Jiang @ing in 1976 China
_C'_..

hegan to changs. Folitically China moved away Trom Mao’s

~adical lefhist line of contivuwous revolutd
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a more open attitude toward the West. 197461930 was an era
oFf travsition from the yule of Hua Guofeng. Mao’s designated
qzir. e that of Deng Xiacping: Dhina’s present strong man.
By the and of 1980 Deng’s powsr was well established.  During

mEition. the Chinese society began

ot
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o thaw, and underground house churches began o suwrfacs in
gami-clandes Fiﬁe activitiess. The house church movemant
erjoved a short pericd of unprecedented freedom. sspecial-

Iy in the countryside. Foliticallys Chinsse Communist cadres

adopted laizzez~Taire attitude, and religicusly. ths TEFM

e

was not vet Tully crganized to implement control.
I the Morth. where the howse churches 1n the citiss
ware small.particularly in Beiljing. the climate was quite

untavourabls to churoh mestings: and they had to mest

vary quietly., The size ranged anywheres from five to

twenty—-five people. They held mestings in & very gquist way.




and often they moved from home to homs in order to avold

In the Sauth. East Coast. and Central Chinay the house
churches in the citiss met in a sami-open way. Some of

thes

4

s churches were large. and had up to five hundred people.
Thesa churches wers usually found in communities where the
Christian population was strong. Some of the house churches
met outdoors. They gathered in the parks or countfysideg
apparently just having a picnic. They would sings. pray. and
conduct evangelism.

In the countryszide. there were many mestings in
helievers® homes with Qp to three hundred pecple who would
mest every dav. In some areas. as many as ong thowusand

paople gathered together to worship God. These churches wers

leaders without any formal ftraining.

It was during this pericd of powsr ftransition befor

it}
m
o

cortrol apparatus was restored that house chuwrches grew in
mize and rnumbsEr.  The Chorch that suffered so long was now
able to enjoy a temporary S8AS0T O

peace, and the people of

God took advantage of this unusual season of grace o preach

[ d
o
1y
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_____ fiz the Bnirit of God descended upon them. the

R

people of God fresly esperisnced the power of Christ’s .
resuwrrection on a large scale. GOod worked signs and miracles

amorg thems the sick wers healesd afier much praver. demons
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4.0
wEre exorcissd in Jesus® name. and even the dead were
reported to have been ralssd.  Communist party and

League menbers bhelisved. This was a period of grast

ingathering.

The Conflict with the TSFHM
Since ths =zarly 12807%s: the parity’s neﬁ leadership has
brought out new ildess represented by "the four insistences":
1Y insistence on the ideclocgy of Maxism-leninism—Mac Zedong
thoughti: 27 insistevnce £ the people’s democcyratic
dictatorship: 3) insistence on the leadership of the

-

Communist Fartvyi: and 47 insistence on walking the socialist
road (357,

This tighterning of political control fournd its
aupreassion in the increased control by the Religious ATfairs
Bureauw and the TSFM over house chuwrch activities. As the
TEFM became morse organized. establishing branches on the
provincial and county levels. howse church activities in both
the cities and in the villages were soon brought under
contral.  Christizns are rnow being wged to worship only in
churches designated by the TEFM: only desigrnated pastors were
allowed tTo preach: and they could do 2o only within
designated districts (37). Under this new policys houss

church leaders were forbidden to do itinerant presching. and

3. Feople s Daillvs January 0. 1980,

fid
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a

Grace Heigns i Chinss p.iofm.
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churches not recogrized by the TSPM were being Torced
close dowr.

iesmirous to see the wholes nation turn to Ohelst. many

i

Rouse churches in recent vears have corganized evangslistic

to do ecross—county and ocross-provinciael missions.
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avangelistic outreaches have run into divect cont

et
ot

T 1
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with the government’s religiows policy of containing
Christian activities within the fowr walls of the TEPM
churches. As a resullt. many itinerant preachers have besn
arrested or are on the run because their names are on an

arrest list. House churches in the citiss are being driven

undergrournd agains and those in the countryside are
constantly being hervasssd. Thosse who continue to hold

mestings are heing arrested. beaterns and put into prison.

w

=l=tu ®

In Guangdong (Cantonds a well known Christian le
who after his release from priscn had meetings in his home
For three vears. was fTorced to stop all activities. Ths
local THFM church issued a letter to Chiristlans in the clty
supporting the action of the Religious A
said that because the church leadsr had besn deprived of his

civil rights for five vears. the mestivngs in his home were

illegal (38). Fut why did the governmant walt for  vears

before closing down his meehings?

M. Fatore "okhiinese Authorities Closs

ChuwrchaY China Watchers 53 (March -
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He was charged wibth printi

tapes without peroaission.  The

allows some Torslgn

activities in his home without

Christian Council: thus harming

and discheving the government’s

The statemsnt ended with =

There are shtill acocording

abnormal religious activit
We hope that they will serv
lesson from bthis edperienc
titude: and that they will
ard De pabrichics law—abid
"loving country and loving
togesther the unity of

oy

- P the O

oot

to join the TSFM |

past hiztory of ths TEPM. Some
prison bacause they have refuss
that Cheist is no longer head of
theretores 1t is vot the trus o

that Bishop Ding

avangelism and
(e

ot

penplae,

Chira

IThid.

[

T5FM
i

ho hhe
menbers

o3
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about
Chv

the

1 ooy o 3
threse million
zhiams in Chilvs
Chimese Chavah
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mlissionaries
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leader

the
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o distributing

TEPM statemnent zaid that

ez

to carvy oult religlous

f—I—F

the agreemn=rh the China

church

AT
warning to othears:

tio

iEs

ouy kErowledgs some rather
in 2xistence in Buangdong.
v consider dr aw
quickly changing their at-
uphold the policy of the TSFHM
itigs going along the voad of
religion” and stvriving

the church

Lous and a
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i=Etilan
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T othe TSFM church. ands
hurah. fhey ales point owt
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large numbers of urreached
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43
that he was 100 percent peolitical and 100 psrcent spiritual
C4EY .

Many houwss church Christizns are 111 very uncertain
about the government s fubure policy ftoward religicn.  They
krow that therve are strong 2lemsnts within the goverrmant

that believe religion is evil and must eventually bs vooted

o
i

1lans

sar that when once all beliesvers

i

ot of socigty. Christ
are Torced to join TEPM 1t will be sasier fto enforce

tion

m
i}
i

ol that will prevent the growth of the church.

Churoch Growih in China
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There are six T contributing to the vapld growth of

o
0
0
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hurches throughout Chinas
1. Eible-hased. All activities are centered on the Word

of God.,  The Bible is greatly orized. with pa

il

SAORE O 3 i W
sages coplsd by

hand from obther copies or while listerning to gospel radio

pracdocasts. The vast majority of believers have Taith in the

o,
4]

svangslical ftruths of Soripturs.  The top lzaders of the TSPEH

are generally liberal in theologys but 1t 1s the esvangelical

it

goepel that hes been the base for the grest growth of

Chrigt’s Church i China.
2. Fraving. EBExEperisncing ansesrs o praver throuwugh

thirty vears of pressure and persecution has ftaught many

Chinese Christians about the powsr of pras

depended entivrely on God's power.  With "o human supoort,

42, China Mews and Church Pepovd 101 (1% April. 1985
HadE.

nu
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= sEeking bo astvoay the Christians
and surrounded by those smaeking hto destvroy Llem. Christlan

[ - 33 1 10 Fr F ot 1 e e i =T r"
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2ar bthely Cry. For the Church in China. prayear

comential to its 1ife. Frayver had to have pricritys

aot only communion with Gods Fut was also a way to sharse n

the spiritual conflict. Ir answar to prayer. the sick were

hy

Realed, Christians were able to endure suffering and those in
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with any foreign church or oF

ads of denominational backorounds and have

-
—
-
p
I

From different b

fellowship on a local level. Without any organizaticonal

1
i1

structurs.: they ars not bothered with commibtse mesbings.
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arge organized
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churches The Christians meet anywhere that is conveniarnt,
churches. = i=tians

whether in homes. C

[
i

T
i1

cemzteriegs {(fTunsral servi

witness), or on mountains
Church is onn longer a buildings bub o fruly the body of
belisvers among whom Christ duwslls.

Fave been

srahip. Most of the pa

E 5 e g oo - . . 3 R e
b ads i it Hible schools o SEMLINATIES hefore 1949 are over

C
i
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T ags., Many pastors have diesd in the

last thirty wvears whils imprisc

Goed has ralse

1 o " R R - bt ST A PR— e e
vounasr lay leaders without fTormal theological Hralning o

areas therse are guitbte

i
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svatems of sldership. pash

§

1w Christians

lives and testimoniss. Many are

oral oas

1ﬂ1“gn

share thelr Taith by

their

burdensd to ftravel at great

parsonal cost from village to village to lead meetings.

Others quietly shars theilr faith

friends. They have lsarnsd that

through personal friendship and by the

sharing of faith. The main

iz through the

often at great pgrsmnal risk.

;

o

har s practical rnesds.

i

non-helisvers with their love.

mn

Atarnsous

concern even Tor thoss who have

the conversion of Communist cadr

personal life-sty

ied by their

& Caring and sharing. Chvistians cars fo

Christians in

with relatives and closs

the Chuvreh could grow

Mt

le and behavior of

proclamation
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svangsliem.

perescuted them has led

825,

incere one—to—one

mathod of witness in China today
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CHAPTER Y

EXTERMAL STRATEGIES:

THE CHURCH OUTSIDE CHINA

Te he more specificy  Can Christians cutside China

miviister to the Christians in Chinat

The arswar 1s "Yes. Pt . e me

We have to understand that the Chinese government has o

love for any religlov. much less that brought in by

il

Chrisetians from abroad. Fesidence and travel permits for

Foreligners ares limited. Hospitals and schools ars undsr

direct governmant managament. There ig no opporbunity Tor

+ the churches. Christian achivity

bad

public praaching oubsida

on the part of forslgrnaErs. mveEr With bhe best intentlonss

the possibility that some

However « bhess

real weaknssses in the Church it China today could be

v There is no doubt that Chins

overcome by "outsidel

1.

in radics literaturea. ¥ archy beachings and

ot roles in helping the Choroch 1o

mlay iopor

-

Chima. .

Hut Chrishilans




e e e T i

svery move they make now and in the future. The job could

done through prayerful strategy and planming.

fradic Minishivy

When foreign missiconarles wWere driven oul of

the 2arly Gospel broadoasts from overseas

S A

Chimna in

began

coming in. Those Firat programns originated from the

Ffacilitiss of the newly Fformad Far East Broadoast

i

ITI

(FERC)Y im Manila (430, Since then the siv

I

ﬂ

IL(

of evengelical Gospal hroadeasts have 1Ncraas:
farilities have been added. In 1977. Trans World
joined with FEEC in sending the Good Mews throuah

.i_.:.. \_

it China (98 . Late

joined in producing prograns For Chinas such as O

Fadic and Televisions The Christian and Missionary

Geian Oubtreach. Chinsse Church Research
Communications Ltd.. and many ohhers

Thers is no doubt that radio hroadcasts ars

o
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pffech]

Glthoungh Christians catside of China have mo wWay o

Fiow marty peopls i CHiva actually lister. VYoios of Friendshiip
¥l y

d as

. many octher orgariizations

Company

g

-
itd

ngth and guantity

Radio (THED

the air

nave

ching the Gospsl in Chirna today.

(EERCY and Trans World CTWHRDY are very popular among the

-U

Christians and 2vern nov AR istlans. Fefore 197

a Beyy AT M
Jr Thomas Melson Fublislr
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1 E. Fr =t the Eavth Hzar.
sleorn Fublishers. Inc.a 19807 .
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to what was considered to be tavemy? radio shatlons was
forbidden. but many Christians and often other young people
would listen secretly at night. with their recelvers hidden
urder their bed rolls. Christlans were srocouraged and
arhelisvers were converbed.
In 1979, the Chinsse people were told that the GCospel

radio staticons (such as FERD and TWRY and other Heshern

ctations (zuch as BREC and VYeoice of America) were no longsy

vanemy staticons" and all conld listen. Thens a
TEEM warned Christians not to listen to the Gospel radio

stations. Motices have evan sometimes bheen poshed (457

it

Thelr rEsasons Were: ne1y Christian broadcocasting from ocutside

is a form of cultural imperialismi (2) it violastss the

Threse-Self principles, since the content is not controlled by

e TEPM: and () zome of the programs are vary Western and
therefore ursuitable (4637
It i= true that soms programs may be too MWesternized In

character. and soms script writers and program producers

o, T

might lack the knowledge oF Chine contemporary ber

51
et
o
P}
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but the Christian broadoass can avoid some of thess
problens through some stratsgles.

Sipce most of the programming ia'pfoduced in Hong HEong.
ard mince Hong Kong is to revest o China in 19%7. the
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M. fdeney. Dhins The Church’™s Loog HMavch

nal Books. 17851, p.209.

(Vembura, TA:
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wi-iter suggests that flhe following strategles For the radio

mivistry to China should be consider

1. Western radio ministries should twrn the wovk aver
tm local Chinsse Christians as & WaY of making Gospel vadio

more acceptable to the Chinese government before and afher

2, Chinesse churches worldwide should support these
radic ministries and notb depend on forelgn soUrces.

A, The radio programs should be prepared by Chiness
Christians who know the Seriptures and unde retand Chinese
thought patierns.

4. Christians outside of China should encourage gifted

l,‘”l

Mainland Chinsse Christians who have mowed out of Mainland

~+

China and who have had Formal Bible ov communication training

- hesr the call of God to this strategic radio ministry.

=, Slthough programs currently go o out o inoat iegast five
dialects (Mandariv. Canbomissa, Shanghalness s Swatow. and
Gmoy ) e over TiThy minovity groups (&7 million peEople) 1

Chima remain vivbually aribouched by the Gospel (477 .

Ferhaps the time has come o adopt & v oF

farrowcasting —— dividing up Fhe available aiviime into small

sesgnents aimed at specific language gQUroups. Such &
woald reaouire greater cooperation and sharing of rescurCes
among the Variows progianmars. v ho the ot

47, Brent Fulton, "Gospel Ching and the Chureh
wad (August 1785 b
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giving each one snle responsibility Tor a particular avdiencs

segment.

drenrding to the population s statistics. of ths more

than one billion pecple in China today. half are under the

R~ . —

200 million are tesnageirsi oo parcernt ar

:Tl

3]

e ot 20, of whiich

under 30, which means that thevre are A%0 million people in

ket (48). Will they hear of Jesus Chvizt Tfrom

that age brac >
the church or their parents? The govarnment sayss "no.’ £

i}
i

document distributed among party officials sta

vipculeating religicus thinking in youths under 18 or leading

~hildren to participate in religious activities i not

o

aL—Ep,able {47y .0 The "Ten Commandments” of Henan

nrovince s TSFM include: "o not cornvey religlous thoughts

—reans under 1E vears of Age. Do not sing religious

i

[} !‘_

W

H

songe to vouths under 18 years of ags Do not pray every

days: only on Bundays. Kesp religion to yoursslt {50y "

7 for young peEcple and children are

Seo the radio progirams

i

vary important. Home zpecial program dealing with stienda
snd other subjects will interest young ligtensrs. Since

teaching English 1s ancther good aresa Tor

listerers the opportunity to lescn anotheaer language an

48, L =S g L= The Church i Chioss oL 123

1 of

4%, Documentaticon of Tactics for the Contro
the Chorch Today  4sé (19887 LU

Christianiby." Chans and

fleo Gppendis T.

" Claiva and the Chuaroh Today

i, e Ten Don’ 6.
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the programmers the oppoviunity to introduce various to

H l
in

s

related to the Gospel. Gospel radio could have significan
impact upon China’s future neneration of leadevs.

For Chinas rural populaticon of approdimately BOO
millicons it is the largest group of the listeners. The radio
programmsrs should plan and produce various programs to mest
their needs.

For the past ften yEars. many people. yvoung and old. have
come to haelieve in Jesus Christ. These new Christians need
to be nourished in sound Christian doctrines. put there are
net enough house church pastors and evangelists with the
necessary RBiblical knowledgs and théalmgical training to do

the job. Hecause of this. @many of hthese vew bellevers nave

1

furred to self-proclaimed preacherse who Rave no Hiblical

training &t all. Heresies and superstiticons have broken ok

1T om cmas of Chinas which have not only Findered the work

11(

-

Yy &

of evangalism. but have also brought about apostasy in the

Chureh (51).  Therefors. broadocasting sesms to be the most
sffective way to bring the NECEsSsary instructions bo the
howse church preachers.
according o the researchy there are about 240 hours per
weelk of Christian broadocasting into China T ot oup ko
=1 YHmresl 5h1@aLuH Faral Churcha " Fima Fraver
74 (Ooctobe 3

=2, "Stay Tuned," FEBD Brosdco
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i i madic ams have bae
fow most of the exishing radic programs hav haey
e von-Christians im Chinas Current progran con ibents ranges
R (LU U Rl W% Len L ants ¥ L.,

f nopee svarngelistic and pvangelistic materials to music oand
From pre-sSvangel ihu i stnd = ]

the tmaching of Englists Thees are valuable in themselves,
The e 0 I 4 LS

i
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but the Christian hroadocaster nesds to consider providing
more theclogical education for the leadership training.

The research from the Chinese Church Ressarch Center has
shown that thevre are arcund 50 millicon belisvers in China.
it ig likely that arcund ao% of these are rural people. They
wenally mest in cne another’s homeEs. soms in very small

ip rather largs groups. Thesse groups
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au - oL o ederclise lesadershiip. Thus
or three persons pevy gyroup wlhin SHErols q

. e ‘ e ioE SO
Ehere may be around 1.3 million Christlians who eHsrcls IwTiil:
Liiery & sHaty e S

kind of a leadership role i the house churches. Most ol
ZSN R N AV ol (2o S IR R R N -

i
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(53 . Therefors. the necas seEars

.f..

theclogical training Tor

ers is urgent.  The

HE

these young house church leac
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radico braliving pyrograns chould irclude Non just
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171 Hut bBroad curricula. such
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heology. Chinese Church Historys Biblical Theology

pologetics. and even the Second Coming of Christ.  (1F
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Following the broadoasts. tihe pr

i cassebte tapes. Fubuwre plans
tapzes to house church leaders and 1

will wse them Lo

the impact of the programs. Then the

ograms could be conpl led

Ll For providing these

tinerant prﬁéchk1wg Alatel

brain obhers for ministry and thus mult iply

courses could be

published and the hooks also made avallable to Christian

leaders as permansnt ministey tools

m

Hy

combination of radic. tape and litera

g

the most effective ways to train

Cassatte recorders
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tool for

come of their good sermons and maksa

i
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village churche

'T'

Faining programs. Bub owvery faw hou

it

cooperate with a ceriain conbact
der in a trads

matsrials ho kEnown church leaders.

with short wave radio ars al

they can lis

and refersnce works. The

o~

ture ministry 1is ong of

the houss church leadership.

i

oA
They can reproduce

them availlabls to faraway

J I—
(R g=

-

ot

i

n ho o and recovd

iz churches have cassette

s eFFechive way to provide such matsrials is to

maturss wisse Christian

city o in Chinas They thean dietribute these

throwgh & combined effort in tha rourizst citisss Chyistians

Ffrom Hong Hong. and Chiistians Trom

wor Lo

variocus parts of the

Literaturs Distoibuticon

For many vears Chinsese Chiristl

deprived of Bibles and

Without

LR/ &

could build up thai
CRristian Literaturs. the Churah

I LS

Lans were almost completsely

hecomes spiritually

img that. when
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communicationg were again opanacd with Chivas the great ory
For Bibles and literature.

is the nesd for Bibles in China today? To answear

thisa. the number of Christians should be dealt with. HBishop
Ding stated recently that China’s Protestant Christians
numbered "over two million (54).0 The sstimates of

ministries working closely with China vary. FifThty million

il
~i
il
=t

pelievers would z=eam a ragsomable msEan. {There wera sev
different sources from China which place the rnumber of
heliavers at 100 milliaenl) 1Ty as the Christians cutside

re about 5 million Bibles. Maw Testa—

i

China belisves thera
ments and scripture porticns 1N China today. including TEFM
(=), then someswhers betwesn o0y and 95% of the Chinese

cpzs a Rible or portion of it.

I

Christians do not pos
The TSFM s positicon has been that the nseded Bibles must
he supplied from within Chima. The Chingse government and
the TSFM lsmaders deeply resent the smugoling of Bibles into
Chima. They balieve that thess activities are Tlagrant
viomlations of the zoversignhy o their natiocrn and ochuroh.

Trternational balisved

i

1R

Open Doors and Bro

i
i
o

that although large Adeliveriss of Ribles might wiol
China’s sovereignty. God’s & tEhority is higher than

govarnmant T s sovereignty. On June 18, 191

Ul

11y Ooen Doors towead

i

letter from the Fourbth Mational

v Chirese Theological ReEview




a bargs with waterproot packages of a million Bibles to A

heach it Southern Chins. {This opevation was callsd "Project

Fearl.") Theres, they delivered the Bibles to some B0, 000

e R

Christians with many frucks o the beach to plok fThem up.
Although thay wera discoverad by police. Opan Doors Was later
old that the Christians nathersd at lsast &0-80% of the
Ribles (9&). Such attempts at Hihle smuggling is dangsrous

For Christians in any Way irvolved, and is surs to inoTe

i
M
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the survelllance of the govarnment over all Christian groups

Even after Project Fearls Bibles still remain the number
ame need of Christians In Chins. The guesticn 1s how to mess

Ffactively mest this need. The ideal situation would be o
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ecurs the good will of the Chinss

. . s

impert of Bibles ivto China from the West under the ausploes

of TSFM and that these could be distriboted legally within

Ching.
Ir 1985, the Amity Fourdation (& joint arganization of

Christian businessmen) and the

IU

the TSFM and overssas Chines
United Bible Socistiss (UES) anmounced a joint plan for the

mstablishment of & modern printing Ffacility in China which

xtl

will give pricribty o the printing of Bitles and Testamsnts

smd other Christian publications {570 . But most of 1is

it the FPeople’s Fepublic of

i G

=57 . Pay Chengo v imtbrodocing Bhe Amlty Foundation:'

Fray for Chins &7 CTuly—Augusty 1985 1.
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projects emphasize China’s ancial nesds. Slihcagh this is

limited opportunity. the Fooaradat lom took &
positive step.
Can tourishs solve the need for Bibles and Christian

literatura?  Whean tonurists tabke Ribhles intoc Chima in theilr

luggage. China takes a lenient attitude. Bibles ar

regarded as romtraband,. and so talking them in 1s ot 1 any

illegal. 1+t carnot be called emuggling. But customs

i
]

ETS
does discourage taking ip largs guantities by impounding

large numbers discoversd in spotb checks. Hong Fong and

Chinese Christlians need to be encouraged o take

o/ ET B8

Bibles with them when they visit their e

ives 1n China.

1

1
m
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according to the Chinssa cfficial report. mors than 13

!

million Hong Fong and over S8as

SED . Ohviouslys. getting the Scriphtures and Christian

,
Lo

1iteratures into China throuoh overseas Chiness Christians

wrmlient opportunity.
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ve hackoround

The Christians i China also do nob !

imformation on the Bible. Bm they need Bible study tools

CoTeoT dan

s
i
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Mistory. systematic thenlogy. principles of interpretatioms

arcd S0 O Thess materials area particularly readed for the

Rouse churoh leaders.

= which were written by Fon s
} . ey DOy LR

Other tracts

e Foople’s Dailys Novenbey Ph, 1985,

Mimese visiting China in 1984

1s




churoh leasders in Chins were Tormerly prodoced by mimsographs

but 1% was pooy in guality and limited in gquantity.  What

Christians outeside Chivna can do o is to tak

ﬂ

thely manuscriphbs.
polish them ups print them in Hong Fongs give the printed
materials back to them. and let fthem distribute their cwn
material.

Fukrlishing and distribution are not the only problems.

The Church in China needs writers who are abls to 2upress the

it

faith in ways their people can understand. A writing program

nesde to be developed: and Chinese Christians., as well as

it

Chinese theologlans living in fthe West, nsed to be sncouraged

to face the challerge of presenting the gospel to
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st consider cresting wavs of
gxplaining the message of Christ to the millicns of coundry

pEople with low levels of educabtion.

China iz & socialist state that has made zeveral drastic

and rapild ideclogical and sccial changes during the last
eight decades. She has moved from a tradifionzal iaperial

rule to o a Faltering democracy . and from an autocratic

demosoracy to the dictaztorshio of the proletariat.  Her
zacisty has gone from a stagnant Confucianist ideclogy to a
loosely open seni-—fewdalistic denmccraltic societvy. and from

that to a socialist-collsctive soclshy,. The convulsion of

Chivia 1s shill in procs

imnto Chima’
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have & conprehensive and sound analviticsal kBnowledge of the

Chiness historicals socialsand

__n

multiple Tacets and changes o

political realitiss.  The function of research. therefores is
to understand and to intsrpret these realities and chaiges

- L.
i

Tor the Churcoch and its mission. Thers are many China

specialists in Hong Fong. Most are engaged in studying

of the people’s lifestyle and religlon — particularly the
latter. Christians in a free scciety should have a deep

nterest in the Chuwroch in Ching —— vot merely as onlookers.

3
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{ China’s pelitical scene. VYery few are involved in the subdy
%
%
.
.
;
| but o improve their knowlesdge and so be able to pray mores
Tfectively God i able to ve-open the doovr of China o the
Compel. Christians outside China showld be studving China
and preparing themsslves Tor such an event.

Currentlys the Chinsss Church FHessarch Centers Christian
Communmilications Lod.s and Asian Quireach all have sxucellsnt

s@arch programs on the Chinese Chwroh. These ressarch

TEEEST

groups are very important to the curvent ministry to China.
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Without research theve could be much wasted 27

that a2 re cher nusht bhe
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Orne important principle
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2 accurate IntTormabion. The information usuall

ift

caretul fo u
comss Trom two different sowrces, published and unpublished,

With most published ioformation in Chinas theres 1s usus

informal circulaticon of the infovmation well

AT

cmetimes orally. But 211 publicaticons ave controlled to

=

zome extaent by the Commurnist Fardy. and so documesntary




idevice from China and showuld be handled with cares., Oral

reports. accounts of travelers. relaved NeEsSsSageEs.

hand—written letters., hand-written copies of internal

documents are all unpublished sources. This kind of source

s

has to be evaluated. Christian ressarchers must considsr

]

wheather the information comes in from a house church leader

Is the
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chance meeting of somsone in the str
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message a personal opinlton of the infTormation or does he or

i
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she carry a veport of the consansus of a2 number of leaders

15

The Tevntmna

China’ s Four Modernization policy needs large vuambers of

"foreign experts’ to help the Chinese to rebulld theilr

naticon. MNot only English teachers. but alea othes

veeded . Flost of them serve o conbract in

Uaually more operiiy
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vilar per months are paid by the

.

govarnment o bhe university (591 and are usually Tor one

vear though they can often be renswed.  Forelgn experts live
in special dormitovies. and free fuwrnished threes or four voom

Y

v. Ancording to the

i

apartments are supplied by the wniversil

ere were 10,000 foreign

Himese ofticial yeport. last vear th

exparis serving in Chine (&0). Chive s "open door” policy

¥

5. CQurrency e ratsr $100.00 = VITLO00 (yuand .

A0, FPeople’s Dallv. Mavrokh £5. 1987,
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ppportunitiss Tov Christians to enter China.

glves Incras

Tnoreasing numbsrs of Christians ars finding opporbunity

thevs through ssoular LIS @y cannot engage in active

evangelism, but they can revaal the true m2aning of the

£

Ch tian lifs through the guality of their lives. HBecause

x‘]

the "tentmakar” 1S

u

gpecialized person. he or sha needs

special gqualifications. The writer would like to contribute

i
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-
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his best knowledge in giving some suggestions to this
bi-voocational worksr.

i. They must have spiritual preparation. Under
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coanstant observation, thay will fesl 1

Chrigstians, and will b= hewildered by culture shock as well

-

i

trated

3,.&
i
.

seing Tru
Witk ocother difficulbties. They shoold begin to prepars Detovre
they arrive.

2. 4 Chinsse proverb advises, "Whenaver you enter a

1

counhry. ingquire as to what iz fForbiddeni when you Cross

Loundary . ask about the customs.”  Dross-coltural

communication is an import

e-vocational workers.

the principles  pray Firet and act last.
S They showld have an understanding of the

i

the Christian

el in Chiinas the TR and the howuses

churoh

l

5.  Thevy should under el the government s attituds

toward the " mEmakers." Secretive Christlan parnstratlion
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should keep their faith openly.

otk appreciated.

& efowld = aome bime it oa Chinsss churah

fore going to China. Thay shnuld s2at and live with a

Mainland Chimsa. and
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Chiness Family.
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The wrilter

praver raady to svangelize China.
widely offered by Chuwcohes Ehroughout the world. Beliswver

im Chins grestly appreciate this spiritual ministry. Howsver,

of heslisvers and the pravying

communication betwessn the reads
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improved snd

communlty in the rest of the w1
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in modeynization.
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andard of living.

2, For an improved s

. For wisdom for China’s leaders.
LI For greaster liberty to me given o Christlians
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of great

Rave malotainsd an Lrdenendent withess with the o

suffering.

é
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already in print in China and the

nEw script Bible available in Hong Hovig te be allowsd into

China im arger guanitities.

R R

9. Fear the fresdom to import Cheistian literature inteo

China.

10 For the FEEDC. the TWR: and other Chvistian

hroadoasting crganizations.

s
i

11. For thousands of Mainland Chinese students who ar

t

s

will be studying in America and 1o Europei th

the churches may be alive to the ocpportunities for witnEsslng

s S R S R i

12. For the Christian esperis 1n many Fimlds who are

i China’s modernization
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1,

invited or will be invited to
[T g A .

12 For China’s one billion souls.
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Minietry to Mainland Chingss Studsnt

Hii

IH

irce 1978, China’s new "open door? policy has besn to

cholars overseas to obbtailn up-to-date

i

send studsents and
traiming. especially in pmchnical fields.

Chima make up Tor the tios lostk

turmeil of the Cultural Revolobion. I ths yvears

mors than 55,000 Chinsses sent abroad bto conbinue thelr

-

45,000 were suppoorted by the mratsy and

R i A S RS S S e Ao 5
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10,000 were self-supporiing (&1 This Tigure is

triple the number of students sent abroad for the twenty year

pericd 19581977 . &t ary one time about 10,000 of these
students are studying in the hited States (H2).

The number of thoss sent abroad appears to be riszing

iy

dily. In 1993 it was 3,000, But 1in 198 11,000 (53).
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Despite this. competition to study abroad is fierce: and only

a fraction of those interested received nesded official

permission to enter fco ign universities. In 1984 only 18
cut of 10,000 people in China were university shudents {or
6.18%) and of this very small rumber only 2 minute

parcentage wera allowed to go abroad (&40,

Throughout Chiness hilsborys Righlv—-skilled Chinese who

wEmt overs

s to study and returnsd thel raturns have had

zignificant impact on their country.

Chimese students abroad should also have a significant lmpa

o Chine Ch v it1 the futura.
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Understanding Students Trom Mainland China
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1985, 1.8 mJ]lznu students
universiti
Dotk

fress Mainland Chinsse students who come o the United
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culture are even diffevrent even From that of ovarseas

Chingsa. ,

Marmy of their attitudes have not only besn influenced by

Macist Communism but also by under lyving traditicnal Chinese

WEYS

They fall mzinly into

HH
-t

three groups. First, there are

the senicr scholars who have bean sent by the governmant and

who are usually professors

work for a year or Lo

Cultural Fevolution and tend to be very cauvticus.

o reEsearch scientists. coming o

Many of them suffersd during the

Seconds

there are yvounger graduates who have been in government

t

servics for at lzast two yEars P A5)  and are rvegarded as

molitically reliable.  They

%C

Five vears o work for & Fro. 0.«
E

are allowesd bto reburn homs

students. They are elther =

ctudent visas (&

ztudents plans to stay as

permanent residence stabus

(e L
e Co
government

5

Fur b educaticon.

Hagiage Them J=1 wi

friends. o under scholarshlp programns

" flmos

may be allowed to stay as 1o as

During this long pericd they
to o visit theiv families once at

two groups of students hold J-1

are the private—sponscora

ponsored by theilr relatives,

u
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t every one of this group of

4

long as possible and briss to get

raquivaed to have besn 1n

= hefore they go abrosd for



Western countriss.  Many China studsnts from Hong Fong.

Talwan: and other Sowbheast Gsian counbtriess sesbk bdhe same

Five life gosals of "zi s" in the U.S. as this last group of

studants from mainland China. The Tive "zl <" are mano—zi

(oap and gownd. ghi-zi (wifed):, er—z1 (sonld. fang-zi (houss)a

COATEL

and cher—-zi (car). Therefore the emphasis of the minisiry to

the Mainland Chinese students should be on the first two

In the last few vears. the Chinsse educational syvstem
has been completely remodelled in an effort fto ralse up a2 naew

lists to Till the void created

it
e

BOEC L

z:u

gqualified

1

by the mindless equalitarianism of the Colitural Revolubtion

Eviod when all inte sobuals
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wEve regarded with suspicion.

Those who study abroad ave. in the

prot v trained in thelr spescific

Fields., Thaose who are vounger are the children of

!
i
[iH
I
i
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i
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intellectuals or government officlials and. in most
highly intelligent.

For the most part. mainland students study hard and take

it

life sericusly. They havs thle comprehension or svaopathy

Tor Western students who a lot of fime going to partiss

o opop music.  For o bhis reason. they may

Fuse the invitabtions fto actividles which they deem

valuable tims.  There will alwavs be

whiee o lad F-1 visas can be allowed to
qelip it the U.S. thyowgh job
e T .8, citizen and resident.

! P67 .Y Btudent

ﬂply o pmerHEHt

f
opporbunl by anod macer i




Zhicms bo bhe vule.  The anper the students are. the
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involvwed in oa wids

more willing they tend bo be Lo

scope of activities

it
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Some of them have a genuing desire

build up their country while others may be mors intent on

Furthering Bhely own CARVEeT .

students abroad live simply. The

In generals
majovrity reEceive Fairiy modest Funding from thelr

7

governmants which &1lows fTeoor fuition fees., bhoards and a small

W

amount of poocket money. OTtens Chinese students live
together in their uriversity or college dormitoriess taking

burnE o ooook Tor esach obther. T some cases the Chinese

government has bought apartments Tor itz studernts and this
can further isclate them Trom their host counbry.

To the Chiness. many Hestarners may =eem materially

zelfish: lazy. and aver—-individualistic. Living and ztudying

in such an alisn environment Can Cause tensions. Many of the

iete and other post-graduates have wives and
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China from whom they are separated for as
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= two or bhres yvears without the possibility of any
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from the pressure bo shudy hard. even from adjusiing to

- Food. iF they are placed in & position where they ars

too mook Thin Food For themsslves. Another sHhralin

Foumed ot by

Eofrom politics

shucde
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planning on
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kind of punishment.
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Mo ome can prescribe how to develop a friendehip.
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Hrwever . the following arg some rf bhe activitls
can oenjoy bogebher with Chirmese students which may be helpftul
Lo i Lty Lps S PR I R 1 1% L
anggestions:

— Invitation to a meEal at homs with the Tamily.

~ Practicing English copwersation or helping them

- L:. n
urderst ook
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ad & difficult word o passags 1n
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—- Invitation ko a maa
ol S = R I B8
— Accepting an imwvitiation to =ak a Chinese meal with

them and learn how to cock Chinese reclpEs.

3]

- Yigit places of hi torical interest.

1

~ Yisit a school or hospital.

- Going to church together.

1

Trvitation to & Christian wedding cevemomy {gspecially
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what they need is largely Ao E T o T Aammed recreational time.
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So the suggestion is nob to invite them to go oub too
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E irvite them so infreguently
quantly. But ivvihe them so 1nTreEdu f

that Christians never resally gei to kviow them. Frobably

i

i L Durir times of greater study
ahout onoce & month is right. During btimss of grea :

pressure: such as mid—term and Tinal

o oy . R _':\L':... E
they may snjoy having mesl with Chrisyvian 71
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watohing television 1s fot & good ldea beoaussa Christians

s ol ing that time. Maving some

Aot communicate with BF

Friends 1s not oa

S
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activity that involves mesting marnyy ol
good idza elther.

some difficultiss in communicating

ot

Chyistians can sxHpec
—— their English is probably Frokens. and they will not be
able to express thelr Lhoughts as completely as they w1

like. Talk & little slower than usuals but not too slow.
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The most important thing 1s to provounce one’ s wWo o
and be ready to repeat one’s questicn or comment in different
werds.  Mever repeat somsthing the edact same wWay in &

lauder wvoice. It is not that they oan not hear the first

bimma. it iz that orne does ot say At It A oway that they

urnderstand.

Christians can talk about virtually any subisct that

intersts both of the parties. The =ztudents’™ listening
comprebhension 18 very bighs they ars probably heilliant. and

telRild balk” will bore EhEm. Swarch for soms Common

ipterests o talk about -
interssts.  The Chinese ctudents are interssted 1In lesrning
about society and life in the host country. The loca

fopio too.  Explaln o 8

it 1= loocal or

Meristians shouwld net bring uE. Oie iz asking about theilr

pash wnder L Communist governmaEnt in Chinas This iz an
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area often relabed bo very dar enperienc&abaﬁd an arsa which
China is publically repudiating today. They may bDring it up
themse lves aventually bt bhe host never shouwld railsse the
zubject. The other area 1w COmpaTing any western countriss
with China. Oomparisons bhetwesn advanced countries and
developing countries always prove ambharrasing to the latter.

Chitia today should be compared to China 1n history =so that

Christians can genuinely talk about the tremendous prograss

FReligion is a btopic that will come up na Gurally. It is
werth waiting for this because when 1t comes naturally.

talking about 1t will be far more meaningfull

In gensral. making Friends with Mainland Chines

Hi

tudents should bs an sll-vounded approacnag rather than a
Aarrow concentraticon on purely repritual” activities ard
communication. Glso. A% Friendship is & two—way at{

Christians should sesk to learn from them and to appreciate

the vichnsss of Chinese culture.

Witnessing to Mainland Chinese Students
Witnesssing to Chinesa studsnts depends a let on the
relaticnship of frust and Friendship already =sta ablished.
1 nesd to pray fov patience and dizcertment. to

There 1s & 76:

w

Lraow the right moment to present that aspect of the Gospel

most suited to the particular student’s

i
]
h
i
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fn indirect approach may be best at first. The

Christilanm

mially Christmas. pxw»an1
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ppportunities Tor inviting etudsnts to carocl ssrviceEs an

mnhher Christian activitl

i

= where bthere will be a clear Gospsl
mEesags. Many have & kesen interast in all aspects of Western
cultures including religion. Socme have visited churches and
Christian activities on theiv own initiative. Some faesl
happier to attend a church. or Chird stian mesting it they can
later t=ll their embassy that they went out of lnterest in

fAmarican cultura. I¥ some politely refuse. orf never seem to
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turt up ~-— they may have
that as an excuss to give up on them.
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arrangs a dinner. o7 atheEr meals Tor the particular
professional group. suoch 28 doctors. scientists, or other
group. A Christian speaker. whn is alsc a member of that
particular professicon. may attract move intersst than a
minister or other lay Christian., Howevers 1t iz wiser nok to
Mave such Tunctiorns specitically For Plainland Chineses. bot
rather for foreign students in gensral. so that they will not
feel conspicucus in attending. There 18 no rEason why they
should Aot he invited to church. A Gothic cathedral with a

Farndful of old ladiss may interzst them as a cultural moassum

LS. Fut 1t may he bethd tr take them bto simple. mors
F ' P !

modern buildings.-rather than Gothilc churches.
Witness through personal conversatblon iz ancther good:

way . When the topic of el igion comes up natu

rallys. stars

G T Where did the universe

wihth the hasic ideas —— Hho
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better than going to a full
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which will help them when thay go pacl: . Thers ars sone

:

smd Amarican Christian organizations irvelved 1n the

Chine
printing and dis=tribution of the Chinese Bibles. bhooklets.
and Christian literatures to Mainland China and Chineses
echolarz in the United States. There are the Amsrican Bible
Aooiety (New Yorkls the Christian Literature Crusads (Fart

Washinotomn.s F& 19034, the Ambassaders Tovr Christ (F.0. Heow

1hid) s the Fray for China Fellowhip (F.0. Box

Chicagos I &¢

G037, Berkley, 06 47040, and the Chinese Christian Misslon

(951 Fetaluma Blwd, 5. Fetalumas Ca 749530 .




CHAFTER VI

OVERALL STRATEGIES: CONCLUSION

Over alls:s the Chorch in Chiva is & Church which has

and Taithfulness 1In

1

impressad non-belisevers through patisnc
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the midst of suffering. Feople who have becoms Trusty
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and hopeless have sga8n among Che

power of GBod and the love of Dhrist as they have comforbed

those in brouble,. often sesing

Grepel im body and minds.

it

Often the sssd has besn thrown into the ground and ha
disd. But from it there springs Farth life. The Church 1o

Chima i= not dead. While in relation to the vast population

the percentage of Christians may sesm to be very small
frdmed. Bod is conbinuing bo preserve & people for Himself

amsd that Chima will not be lett without the light of the
Goapsl.

zide China should

s

that Christians ou

1

undsrstand the Following qualitiss whioch have snabhlad the

be remain Drus i
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1. The Church has baet

are no ultericor mobives for preEng 1

2, Love and loyalty to

o -
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puirified by sutTa =y 1V -
joining the Chuvroh .

the Lord Jesus iz cenbral in the

thinking of the Chinese Christians. They realize that falth

it Chyist involves obedisnoe

3, The powsr of pravey

and the taking up oFf the Cross.

has bhecome very real to tham.
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They experisnce Lhe healing ministry o che Holy Sois

swe cther people deliverad T

svil spirits in answer to praver

4. Lovalty to one anchther ie =285

rom disease and the oppression of

@

ential. They have

learned to uphold one ancther 1o times of difficulty and

realize the importance of mu

the groups gra

S & Church that 1 o

trappings of the nast. The
meetlngs

b the Choroch in China.

& u T+ iz oa Churoh whic

~athaer bthan words. Thers 1s

o the non-Christian wor ld.

by lowly acts of ssrvice and

sching and suifer from the
At

other Christian l1iter

i owihioh th

. The Word of God is precicus. Al

tual hrusts for 1T one hetrays

Ptzmelf lese bound by thes Mkuin\n

=n Familiar to Christians in the West do oot apply

bowiltnEsses more by achtlons

little opporbtunity FTor pr

The Christians show theilr

Tove to thelr neighbors.
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they show theiv love Tor aat=]

ot oand share portions of
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T+ i@ our convictions that 1t is the will of God that
Every Mans Woemany Doy and girl in China haar the Gospel.
I man is going to acocept oF reject Jesus Christ, then man
must have the opporbtunity boo know of Jesus Christ. WHe

=lisve that one guarbsr of the Fuman race has oot besn

L
i

forgotten by God. God. in His sovereign power and His
soversign plans 15 going fo make the evangelization ot China
possible. I believe thait the time Tor & massive thrust is
ot very Tar away. Therefores i1t is absclutely ess gantial
that we do as mach as wWe Can now in preparing for what we
helieve Bod is going to dos lest we he caught shorithanded and

unprepared for the mowing of the Holy Spivit.

Eoia omy personsl covviction that the Church of Jesus
> et LR |

Chvist must be deeply irvo lved now in presacation for that
great ingathering. This of courss is in addition to what the

Holy SBpivit Himzslf is doing now to prepare the peseple and

the Church of China for ravival. God in His Soverelgnty has
ceErhainly bean working in China.
The Church iz one Body.  The Church i China is 2 pard

af the universal Body of Ch Fimt. We must be involved and
corcerriEd . We must De avallabls. When one portion of the

Gedy is in nesd. then the halance of the Body must b raady

mmapond bo that resd. The writsr believes that 1t is Tha

i zibility and the shligation of Christians outside of

CRins bo be dnvelved now i what Bod is going to doo in the
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land of China befors Jesus Comas.
Ministry to China must be distinguished from the efforts

sF the Church inside China. Beth efforts must proceed with

R I wnd 1

Spars not." as Isaiah the Frophet

great vigor. e mus b
adjures us. Above all. we muet work in harmony with China’™s

lLiving Churoch and the Crurch around the world towards the

strengthening of China’s Church and the evangelization of her

one illion souwls.

ion without

\'1‘

Orn the cther hand. Westamn Chyvistians’® ac
% prudence and caution might bring trouble to Chinsse

f rontinued control of

;11
s

Christians in thess unoertal days

religicn. So. Christians autside of China nsed to be carsful

with the way that they Trest Chiva and the practicss
in pressnting the Gospel.
Although it is impozsible for Western Christians to go
ivtn China as missionaries. massive radic transmitbters can e

heaming the message inbo Chinas. specially targeted 11

whichs wirithten by expsrit editors ard writers. can be

deliversd to China. and dedicated and gualified Christian

ducators and medical personnel Can hecome a part of the

witnsss of the Church in Chinas. Beyond this. ressarch
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; groups. oversea Chiness Chiristians, fToreign missd

i
f sl Christian towrists can joln heamds
j

the &vang
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g The time has coms Tor God’s el e i love
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challenas bo bthe Chorah

avd writy. Chine offers the
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Chrietiantty and Chinese History

rulers. Beginning Writing«

o Golden Age of Aritiguity
[

{11E2-400) Confuclus an—tzll. Taclsm.

Warvring States Civil Strife
AT —-2ad) Menolus.

Ch*in Unification of All China
{P4s~BUs) Great Wall begun. Burning of
Cenfucian classics.
Ham First Chiness Emplre
G BL.C.—ALD. 2207 Triumph of ConTuciaﬁism= Focslair.
Faper Forsign trade. LIteratura.

Emp e extended.

Thrae Hingdoms Feudalism
(ERD~&1T) Momadic INVaRSI0ONE. Strife. Fomantic

&) literature. irroducticon of Buddhism.
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Sung

(F&HO—-1270)

Yuarn (Morgol)
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LY
18271-13658)

Ming
{1368-15844)

1401

Ch“iﬂg (Fanchu)

Golden Age of Cultuwrs
rmr”t pi ke

book. Fainting. Forslgn
Shacus. Footbinding introducsd.
Fhan unifies Mongol tribe
Fhan dies afttsr having

L 17w

China culture prevails.  Trads with,

the Hest. Faner Money. R 101

toleration

Fublai Ehan
i 1o visits China

Tehn of Montscorving and Franciscans

begin missionary work 1 BHeliing

{FPelking).

a1l traces of Christianity disappear

From China.

Mongols BExpelled
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wamitnation system.
hheo Ficci and Jesu
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January: Zhow Enlail (Chou En-1ai)

Septemnsbher: Mao
Guofeng (Fao-feng) £ 11r~d chalrmas
premier. Ootober: ng of Fowyr arr:
Deng Xiacping {(Teng Hsiac—-ping)
reappointed as vice-premisr. The Fouwr
Modernizations.
Hillhoard Demooy
Jimmy Carter announces racogrnition of
PR
Mo En Church reopesns.  Flrst publioc wor-
ship service in Bhanghal in thiritesn
vears. Churches across China begin to
open. Bishop E.H. Ting lsads fTirst dela-
gation of Christlan leaders fram FRD to
visit U.B
Formation of the Chineses Christ
Council
MEC deleg;tihn from U.8. invite d to China
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Twalfth Fartvy Congress adopts new constl-
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ot The Conmunist FPavrty of China
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APFENDIX C

e in China (1984)

I

v Elementary schools with 130 million studesnt. 5.
illicn teachers.
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=

ondary schools with %1 million stu
v bteachers
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sitims with 1.8 million students
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1.0l CollegesAUnd
114 Madical Collegss with 157,000 studants

0% of te
Frnperlv quali

Ers it elsmentary and sacondary schools not
Ti

it

OFf this vear’s university graduates:

49% were assigned to State directed jobs
21% entered jobs by negotiation.

10% to engage In ~oshgraduate

will
o &

univeraitie:u ?UHUOO BV E
i Law.

o ol I B

e, 000 minority pEople now
more than in 1980 and 38% mores than 1?D;Kqu

A0% of the minority population (&7 millior) are still i
iliitesrate or a?m3—11]1+mrat» in China being about

(0% in 1949)

technical schools
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AFERDIY D

Dooumants

of Tactic for the Conbr

ol of Christisnity

Summary of mate
Christianity (T

1.  Why should oy country snact a policy

religious beliaf?

We are a sooialist country directesd

-ials on the strengthening of controls on

}“l
o
ol
~i
]
1]
L
.
=
[w)
.—h

by Marxism—Laninism

and the thought of Mao Zedong. The communist party

,..‘_

stheistic and doss no

step-hby-step to weaken its influsnce. to
ard to hasten its destruction. But this
historical task. bhat is religion? HRelil

is
approve of the ideslistic world-viaw
of religion. Our ;ewe al policy toward v

eligion is

reducs its domaivs
is a long—-rangs
gion is the oplum

which poisons the pecocpla. Irn certain historical conditiconss
religion arises from certain people who 1
Mars

krowladgs as well as the theoriss o
of Mao Fendong. They do not under

such as winds THALT thunder . and
realitisse (such as class oppressl
ships. materi t E
from Soms myso
i

-

Cious plaer {1
ie= & sccial and intellectus 2l

By iz ik daatructiaﬁ SRl
range historical Becauss the birith

of religion has socl

a2l (i.2. pulitical AT
cognitive origins. It is unrealistic that
gquickly disappear T allowing the developman
w1|m‘pr’gzn T+ is even more noorrect to

U

neradicating religion” it a short tims
administrative fiat. Only through the en
zacialist reconstruction will veligion’™s

e weakened naturallys indivrectly aﬁd o

e

d
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sradicating the voots o which veligion dep
o

evistence and by raising the lawal
The policy of th

T peo
fresdom of religious be

&
response to the laws uT the prmductiong 0 A

of religlon. It
the correct polioy

tly the

2. How is the part polioy on the

F b be correctly and fully compiehe

O conatitution dwn1weeg
Fepublic of China wito ars 18
religicous belist. and they mlau
pelisve in religion and o pirop

Faligious workers have the fraz

aclk cultuwrs and

pamm and the thought
=1 phenocmans
nor social
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religion will vary
vt of the socizlist
think of
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ole’s knowledge.
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the validity of religicn in legally recogrnized pla .
Morm—-belisvers also heave the fresdom to propagahs 1SMe  «  ws
Bt to avodd unnsEc gy disputes between bellievers and
rimn-belisevers. the believers may not propagats religlo;
outsilde of churchess, nor may non-helisvers propagate
scientific atheism within the churches.

H]
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e What are the legitimate religilows activities. and
what are 1llegitimats religicous ackivites?

fs citizens of the Feople's Republic of Chinas:s whether

we are belisvers or ron-belisvers, we all have the obligation
e

to Tervertly love our counbtry, support socialism. and wuphold
b
[

ihe

=

gadership of fthe communist party. Given these premicss.
ollowing activitiss are legitimate:

_}‘ ',._l

1Y People are allowsd in their thoughits to belisve in
religion.

2) Believing massss may shudy
mestings in thesir homes.

3)  Believing masses may g0 to lawfully recognized
places Lo cary out collective religious ac

[

Criptures. “ay. and hold

©
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1

L.
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ivities,

Y ACT1 »
4) Religious leaders may conduct religiocus act vitiss in

i
ot

i
places legally recognized for veligious activites.
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tivitiss
rotectl
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ﬁhey 2V E

l']
u

The following thivngs go bevond fthe bounds of rvreligicus

activitlss:

t 13

1 (I
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1Y To imstill religicuos thinking in one 1
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Too interfers with politics. s2ducation. or marviage.
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dlous talk to
theiyr MOMEY y  CF
maviks of veligilon in order to promote
counter-revolutionary activities — the are noe longer
religicus problems. but political problems.  WHe must
thoroughly discloss these acts and Tirmly halt them. fs for
those among them who have alveady commithed crimes. they must
be punished according to law without mercy.

severaly. @As for elemnsnts who wuse wild relig;
ive hhe mas who cheat othaers out of

who weaar ouber g

amt Christian

i
5
ﬂ
&
i il
o
hY

g

4. How showld the p
meatings be managed?

1T

1
)
O
o
=
I
f-l-
I
0.

Collective rmligimua activities ought To be

country’e paztors ar: VETyY  TEw
; { ; !

who have
who have b

i
1]
n
il
[
«,

aptism.
2vars In
Enowledgs
Srgags in
"house
are nok
disrupt

We must

=]
i
o
m o
e I
i

muw
-
a}
[y
]

it
i

il
D
CL13 v O

o
o
s
i
&
it
1!
-i
i

et b D

wh1 ch corvresponds to thelr =
congregational activitise wnder the ﬂimﬁboar
meatings" and are very confTus]
profitable for production.  On the cmﬁtrarv
sozial ordev.  Therefors. they are not leg
&

)

,..«
Zi

=+ Mol "41
it

IR

o
iy

control theiv illesgitimate mesetings and s t metho o

educating them by persuasion an
p
ledershio. thus causing them To

deciroass However, oo nob o

i
]
i
L
s
=
]
ut
P
Pl
L
g
Lo
1]
1
o
i
3
JCA R o

"
iy
o
T
]

[

] pere T

avolid making the belisvying mas a
==tant activitiss one may not taks
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attitude of "hear nothing do nothing." nos .
the repressive measuwrs=s of administrative ocrde
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fandling. We must guide them thrvough firm pErsuas
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aducation and snergstically win them over. This

covrect method.
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H.  Can party pembsrs belisve o religion or nobd

o enblo members of the Communist Farty

: 2y Delilsve in veliglaon.
mambers who have participat in religious achivid
through ocriticiem and arnalysi wWith parity
that they can self-conscliously throw of ¥ the influence of
religious thouaght. . . Th who ars Tirm over a long
pericd arnd will wot changs must be persuaded o “Eslqn Firom
the party and/or leaguse. or otherwlse be from them.
Cadres, staff, and teachers may not partils in ov support
religous activitiss, fAs Tor thoss who wuse prowar of
office to instigate religious activitles. they must be
gariously dealt with. ‘
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Toward religilows workers. on | 1
the guiding principles of unification.: education: and reform.
Im the case of infTlusntial Figuwress. one must makes political
arrangements Tor them: show confidence 10 thelr work. and
take care of their aifairs of 1life. . .. As for ordinary
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AFFENDTY E
CHURCH GROWTH I CHIMA —— PLAYING THE

MUMBERS GAME.

Mo one told the Holy Spirit that Christianity carnot Flourish
in an envivonment dominated by an athelistic ideclogy. 3‘3 whan
misslonaries were forced to leaved China after the communist
revolution:s God staved on. Grd in the following 40 vears, he did
somne remnarkable things.
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Sorrowtul missionariss departing China in the waning
vaars of the 1940%s lefd behind some 7000,000 Protsst
pelievers — the Frult of more than & century of 1
In the vears that followed. the tiny Christian mincrity was
buffeted from every side. Thelr leaders were lmprisi
Eilleds their churches closed, their Bilbles destrove
children re-sducated. They were vidiculed. beateng threatened.
Many lost their jobs. the
homes.  Some even lost th

-

iv educational opportunities. their
zir lives.
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China helieve the numbers
Lant. The =t MILM| aumbers invariably are
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sically impor
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ted publically be representatives o China’s
Fimially-recogrnized Cine Chrisitan Cound L oand the

Three-Self Cakyintic Movemsrh {(TEFMI . & qumnnmwnl ~mandated
crganization that deals with church affaiv

T

The top Protestant leader in China is Eishop . H. Tings
who is president of the China Christian Council and chaivrman
oFf the naticnal commilbbee of the TSFM. He patimates the
aumber of baptised Protestants is close tm Four million. and
e labsls as true" the reports of 29 millioo oy move
Frotestants not related to the Chima Christian Council.

d to the CCC ares ngrattered smal
Gishop Ting told me recent tly. He
wkry and geographical distancaes 2%
e of Christian groups o

"Thers is no theological or political

" he saild.
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Einde of differsances

that account TOV ih~ D”lituﬁce of  an i dent house church
mowvement that far cutrnumbers churchaes assoo atrd with the CCC.

sthan Chao. founder and of the Chinese Church
Faee. Center of Hong Hong. &5 there are 200,000 fto
200, 000 independent houss churches. "This is about 25 percent of

the Christian poplulation ot Fnl ae" ke said. Chao believes

thers ars at least S0 million v 25+ nt Christians in China

today .

“Iﬂd@;vndﬁﬁf house churches refuse to join (the governmant—

authorized TSFM 1n crder hto kesp their Tresdom of conscisnce Aok
to unbml% to the in church affairs and bo have Treedom fo
preach the gmzp@l as they wish." Lhao mald.

Homsver  Dhao and obhers eympathetic fo the indenendent house
church movement readily admit that most chuwrches arwl house
churches assocliated with the TEPM would be comeidered evangelicals
Ho§t3 Rowever s must agres LTo SOme restrictions Cconoerning

svangelism and church polioy

5

Bt the bottom 1ine foo Christian Chins matchers 1s that the

independent house chdrah mnwemmn+ mwists as a vital. growing oy
that comprlse y koim Chive.  David W AT =
mwecubive viCEmprnML 2 Iu+11n4P1nx 2l LEdes
believes Rishop Ting WPHl, mrdent  houses
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Others, like fToronsr ChHiva Mmisslonsr
that Christians o

y David Adengy. wWarnm
reide China must bewars ggiving ungqualified
ﬁugport tm e TAPM st the expaenss of the millions whe attend
unragisterad Fhurﬁh@:n fdeney. who 18 noW 2
minister—at-largs with Overssas Misslonary Fellowship. said
full a(Cprnn_" uf the THFM weould maks 1t masier Tor the
governmant to put pressura on the independent house churches.

1

Heow many Chrisitans ars thers in China? Estimates abowrid .
i

Ore thing l1s sura. God continues to huild his church in China.

£ Quoted in Bharon B, Mumpems Fulse 2817 (april 10, 198733 B
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