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INTRODUCTION

the 1ife of Don aAlvare de Bapdn, first Marguds de
genta Cruz de Mudele {(1528-1588), spens sinty.tws ysars of
the most exclting and orisis-filled epochs of Spanish his-
rory, 1 the ons hend & hesdy optimiem permestsd the Ibherien
peoples, for they had recently finizhed the recongjuest of
thelr peninsuls from the Moors and lsunched out in the dize
covery of noy worids, almost in the same breasth. Spanish
prestige was high in Eurcpe and Spanish soms wers widaely
respectdd az among the best in the world., O the other hand
it was & time of shifting values, of rovel 3&%&@@1@ for wmore
centralized contrsal, of growlag population, and of increaged
trade gnd iﬁﬂﬁgkfye Spain was in & state of social, politieal,
and sconomic flux. Bullion flowsd in from the WHew World in
pudh guantities that it altered the sconomy of Spain, and
less directly affected sll of Burape.’

The Lutheran revelt raged over much of Buvope, ful-
iowed Ty the even more virulent Calvinisgm, undsrmining the
old religious veritiss., Both wers qmi@%ly ond violently
eredicated in Spain, but then Anglicanism smerged to
strencgthen the ranks of the herebigs. Tt was alszo & time
of doomsday prophets, and popular interest in the occult
revived through much of Buvrope ss often hoppens in unsetiled
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timﬁﬁag Spenish wmystics kept the Inguisition busy, az 4id
Jews snd Moors who hed converted to Romen Catholicism in hope
of avolding persecution but who were harasssed anvway.

Into this ers was born Don Alvaro de Bazén, eldsst
son of a middle echelon noble family with 8 highly regarded
military history. This study concentrates on Bazén's Dro-
fagsional life and tow hes only occasionslly on his personal
and family 1ife. Since he followed his father in & naval

careey and served under both Charles ¥ and Philip 1II, his

century Spanish naval history.
Don Alveroe's axplioits a2z a naval hero enabled him to

marry into the best families in Spain {(his First wife dis=d},

and & comblinetion of fanily, asval-militas perktise, and

v ex

good luck led €0 the title of Marauds and eventuslly ushered
him inte the elite circle of the grandess of Spein. He was
sisc populér with the peopls, widely sulegized in story and
verge and a national hero in his own 1ifetime., He vWas s00S-
thing of 2 John Peul Jones to his psople and his name g widely
known and respectesd Iin Spaln to this day, &i&h@ugh he remsins
unknown to most in the English-speshking world,

The rosd to grestness which Bazén followad was 4if.-
ferant from thst of =2 parasite at the royal court, for 1ife
Bt zea was harsh and hazardous in the sixtesnth centuwry, no

"

mattey what king's vesssals one served on. John Hwkins mads
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grvations ghout divigions of labor gnd 1ifs

on Spanish ships.

The Spaniards, in their srmadoss by sea, iwmitate the
discipline, order, and officers, which are in an srmy by
land, and divide themselvesz into three bodiess Lo wil,
soidisre, mariners, and gunners,

Thelr soldisrs ward and wakch, and their officers
in svery ship round, 2s if they wers on the sghores thisg
ig the only task they undergo, except elssning their
srng, vherein they are ndt over curicus. The gunners
are ezempt from a8ll lsbour and care, sucept about the
artillery. And these sre either Almayneszs, Flemings, or
strangergy for the Speniards are but indifferently prac-
tised inm this art. 7The maviners are but as slavss to the
rest, to moll and fo toll dey and nighty; and thess ut
fow and bad, and not suffered o slisep or hakbour than-
selves under the decks., PFor in fair or foul weather,
in shtorms, gun, or rain, taey nust pass vold of covert
ar /UCCouUr.

The gusners fight not byt with their great artillery:
the mariners abttend only to the tackling of the ship and
handling of the salls, and sre¢ unarmed, and subject to
81l migfortunesy nobt permitted o shelter themselves,
but o be still sloft, whether it be nscessary o nead.
legs. So ordinmrily, those which first fsll are the
m@gim%ra and smilors, of which they have the greptest
nEed, ’

Bnglish ships were aleo usually comsanded in battls

v nobles more familisy with land werfere than with the unizue

probleme involved in fighting at sea. The sailors mersaly

sailed the ghips and left the fighting to the soldlers

carried for thai p&z@@@agé similorly as on the Spanish ships,

except in the case of English corsairs. The BEnglish common

seomen slso led n difficult existence, in addition to baing

at the bhottom of the piy scsle and receiving the smallest

ghare of the booty when a prize was @&kﬁﬁeg Digocipline was

harsh, as seen in A Book of Orders for the Wer both by ses
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and land by Thomss Audley, Lord Chancellor, written at the
ccmmand of Ring Benry VIII zbout 1530, For examples

If mny wan kRill another within the ship, he that dosth
the desd ghall be bound guick to the desd man, and zo bse
cast into the 88, . « «

If any man drav & vespon within the sghip to strike
his captain, he shall lose his right hand,

If eny man within the ship draweth any weapon or
causeth tunult or likelihood of murder or bhloodshed
within the ship he shall loze his right hand ss before
said,

If aoy men within the sghip stesl or plek money op
winthes within the ship duly proved, he shall bhe thres
times dipped st the bowsrrit, snd let down two fathons
within the water, and kept on alive, and st the next
shore towed aland bound to the bost'ps stern, with a loaf
of bread and s gan of bheer, and banished the King's
ships for sver,

If any man within the ship do slesp his watech 1111
times and so proved, this be his punishments; the first
time he shall be headed at the meln mast with & busket

- of water §@@$@§ on his hesd. . . o

”h@ f@&r@ﬁ z&m@ &ﬁé z«it §%ﬁi$h&$ﬁt, h&iag %&k@n
ssleep he shall be hanged on the bowsprit end of the
ship in & basket, with & can of beer, 8 loaf of bread,
and a sharp knife, choose to hang there till he starve
or out himgelf into the zen.®

In Sants Cruz' dsy thers were fow standing srnles ar
navies and both ships and seanen were ilopressed into gervice
in & crisis to support & small force of crown vessels., In
England the pracitice of impressing ships continued Lo the
endl of Tudor times, and the improsgment of seament continued
into the nineteenth century. Philip IT alszo inpressed soamen
and ghips to meet emergencles, but carried the practice to
such lengths that it dangerously weakened Spaints merchant
and fighing fleets, Cowplainks sgainst this practice inoreased

greatly in the mid-sixntsenth century. The following ig typicosl,
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In the Cortes held in Tolsde in 1859 the procuradorses
Filad 2 complaint in the Book of Petitiones that the
seoveedores for the King's flesets ceused great haprdshlp
and irritetion to the owners and masters of Spanish
yveeaels Yhich were impressed to garry sai&i@rg, supplies,
artillery, and munitiones, ., . . for they detain the
vesgels a long bvime without gleing thewm any osrgs, and
osfren they embsrge more ships than asre needed, and %hﬁ?
impede thelr voveges, forcing them o wnlosd thelr carg
snd then they often fail to pey them for =1l this, &ﬁﬁ
sven when they do pay it iz oftern go little end ayrives
g late that in the meentime the ship owners have spant
much trying to collect their money, and heve lost the
profit frem other business, thelr losses belng pore then
the totsl of the money r@a%iveﬁ from the orown.,

The sdministration of naval affeire was haphazsrd and
usuelly received attention only in dire emergency. In a8ddi-
tion, maritime affelrs were subogdinste to land warfsrs in
the thinking of most sixteenth-contury wonsrchs., Englond st
least had a Lowd High Admiral, Spaln 4id not., Both Cherles ¥
and Philip II reserved ¢his function to themselves. Ths Eng-
iish mongrahz slso kept thelr hand in the administration of
naval affairs, howevey, and slithough there were innovators

and veory coupetent men luvolved, Bnglish nsvgl adwministration
was often & sorry reocord of chicsnery asd the trimph of
pRtronage over ahiii%hwg

Little iz known of fifteenth- and sixteenth-csniury
sailing shipe as comparad to thelr seventesenth- and
sightesnth-century counterparts, Differences of oplinion
gtiil exist smong swperts as to the susuracy of various
*authentlo® models of Columbus® three ships. The sane is
trus of the vesgele which &ook pavt in the 1388 Bpanish
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armada. We 42 not know the exact specifications of a single

vezsel which fought in that epic battle, 8o much has bese

it

written ahout the Armada, the sige of the shipe, the kinds
a8 guns used by both sides, and the tactics involved that it
15 @ifficult to reslize that ilittle mowe is kaown concerning
the Armada ships. We lnow the approximate tonnage of many of
rpe vessels and can thus generalize sbout thelr sppesrance,
pubk we caunot with certsinty describe any perticylar ship
unkil the late sixteenth a&mtuﬁyeg

Sants Crus® father, Don Alvars the Elder, ip credited
with the development of the famad Spanish galleon, for a
document dated Januvary 15, 1580, in Velladolid granted him
gxclugive righte for ten years to bulld the new gallsons Pof
hiz invention,*10 ver attermpts to hulld an authentic sesls

model of Santa Cruz' flagship, San Martin, heve falled for

iack of 8 blueprint or specific @@@&iiauil

The tendency has been to assune that sizteenthe
century gelleons, including their rigyling, hesvy ordnancs,
sei-keeping capabilities and crews were much the zame &8 the
better-known eightesnthe-century Yship of the line.® They
ware not. The sixtesnth-cantury veszels were wider in
proportion to thelr length, still haed high castles fore and
aft {though they were growing smaller), wers clumsier and
ungble to reméin at gea as long, were more lightly gunned

and armed with ozrdnsnce less reliskle than ueusily imsgined,



o]

e sixtesnth century was & time of experimentation sng

3

ransition in neval architecture, cannon design, and naval

i

tactics.
spanish veasals and tectice were mainly defensive in

had to defend her ports

nature., In the Mediterranean Spe
and shivoling against Moorisgh and Turhkish pirates. In the
atlantic Zpain was forced to defend her ecolonles and come-
merce agsinst first French, then Boglish, and later Dutch
corsairs, Hone of these latbter three nations had any coloniss
a3 yet {indesd the Dutch Republic did not exist), and each
ressnked the Ibsrisn hegemony in the Hew ¥World, sub-Zahars
africa, India, and BResla., Whon these tountries scoulred
colonies of thelr ouwn, howvever, they wers guick to ad
of the restrictive policies they hed opposed sarlier,
Spanish holdings were widespread but sparzely popu-
lated, Mezico City was the most populous of them s8ll and it

Y Y

contained bharely 2,000 speniards in the 158Gz when Spain and
England finally locked in war., Spanish ses Dower was spvead
exbremely thinly, for Spailn hed defensive comitments
literally arouwnd {he world., HNaturally isclated trading
posts, islands, and even sizable colonies were vulnerable to

hit-and-run tackios,

3

he biggest threst to Iherisn commeres wes from
privatesrs., These ses raiders preferred ships that were
faat, could sell elose to the wind, and bs fought by &

relatively swall surnbsr of men., Pewer man meant lower cosits,
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fewer suppliss to carry, and greater profits for the ¥ oo
pany® that outfitted the expaditicn. Engilsh corsalrs thus
gradually developed the gleek, fast vessels designed to meet
their raider reguirsments.

The SBpanish flotas carrisd on legitimate Commerce and
ware sscorted by gallecns carrying crowm goldiers. The ships
praveled in convoy and were designed primecily for ocargo
capacity and seavorthiness rather than for speed. The king's
galieons which ascorted the convoys were designed to carsy
the crown's share of the bullion and to defend the other
vasaels, Thelr major concern wss Jdefense, not atiack,
Spanish galleons were dubl-purpose csrgo casrrving and Ffighting
ships, not gingle-purpose warships asz those which energed =
cenbury later,

Raiders had to fight st g distancs. Bscause of their
amall crdws they dared not close and grapple with 2 Spanish
gellieon loaded with the king's soldisrcs, and they developsd

thelr taotics sccordingly. A2 to armmment, the corssirs

preferred longe-range culverins for the same ressons. Thay

learned to stand off end cripple theilr adversaries by damsgling
sallis, rigoging, wasts, rudder, and killing personnel on deck
before closing in. They became zdept at picking off strag.

gleres from convoys, much 2z Cermon U-hoatg 4id in the Atlantic
in the two world wars of the twentleth century. Host of the
alements of sixteanth-cantury Bnglish *acdern naval tsebiss®

=,

zan be traced to the piraete mentality of the Engligh “gea

€%



dogs,” and developed out of their sxperiences as smugglers,
slave-runners, and raidsrs.

The "haves” ware possezsed of a &ifferent mentality
+hen the "heve nots.® The nature of Spanish vesssels snd
ractics may well have resulted from theiyr defensive funo.
elon rether than 2 clingling to the poet 88 1w so often
azported. The Spanish convoys wers culled “plate fleste®
because they had the bulliosn evervens sought in staggsring
guantities. That fact plus Spanish trade restrictions made
Philip I1's vesasels fair gasws on the high sess,

In 1588 Phille IT was fiselly goaded into sending the
famous Spanish Armada sgainet Eangland in en attemst to solve
his pyoblems at thelr source, The Daglish “seas dogs® put
their piraticelly developed tactics into prectice on 2 largs
soale for the first time against the Armada. The lanovations
were significant but largely insffective and did sot stop the
Armada. Philip I3%s plen was foulty but his Ffleet was
destroved by the elemenitn, not English gmﬁﬁgig The Bnglish
ghips ware bhetter fighters and the superiority of English
seamaénehip was marked, vet they covld not break the Spanish

formgtion or deliver 2 kanckeout Dlow to $he atbackers,

%
Fs

The Armadsts failure settled onee for sll, howsver,
the guestion of whether Prilip could rid himself of his
antagonist 2t & single stroke. England was heyond hia

reach, and while that was true the stbscks on his connsros
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eould not be prevented or the Dutch rebels subdusd.

It iz & wmyik, nevertheless, that the defeat of the

srmada transferved command of the sez feom Spain to England,

o one commanded the ses in the sixtesnth century. It iz
alsc & myth that the dafsat of the Armads marked the decline
of the Spanish empirs and the riss of the British enpire.

we less &n authority than Garrett Matiingly stateds

This is 2 handy way to round out the final pars.
graph of one chapter of European historyv and ssteblich 2
trangition to the next, but it is the complete reverse
of what szotually heprened, . . .
w® @ & & © @ B & & € % @&« 9« € & ®w 0s & 9w S oy & H & & &5 @

s« » When the pesce Ersaty was signed in 1604, the
goenish empire wos asz ismposing in extent, in apoarent
strength, ond in exclogivensszs as it had aver boen,

md the British empire was still to be Founded, i3

&

aAlthough attacks on Spenish ghipping continusd
throughout the wayr, no important swount of treasure was oape
sured by the Znglish corssirsg, and the total gusotity of
amarican tallion thet réached FPhilin's tressury between 1588
and 1803 was grester than in any other fifteen vesrs in
Spanish hiﬁﬁ@zy@Z% Heither the Spanish nog English flests
could defeat the obher decisively, but both remsined s threant
to the other, It is rarely mentioned in English works., but
in 1580 g Spanish forcee seized Plavet in Brititany and based
& sguadron of galleys there which raided Cornwall. In 1586
the Speniards slso peized Caluis, Thet ssns year Spanish
Corsairs, mostly Desgues, plundersd snd burned Eaglish

Bhipoing az well ag Prench and Dutch vesgels “from Plymoukh



Focd

a5

i

e the Wash, sometimes in plain sight of the Znglish ﬁ@ﬁ@%¢“E§
Brgglish raides on Spanish heldingz in the Hevw World

Auring this perisd were coccasionally successful, ut more often

wers repulsed, The two most outstanding leazders, Drake and

aewking, died in the West Indies, The genersl result of

thess petions wes to demonsirate that the naval power of

spain was incepable of driving ite enemies from the ses,

and that Fnglend wes a2 vebt capable of little more than

plondsring raide and harassment of coastsal cities, 18

| Hot by chance was Zpais able to fight Zngland to e
shalenite at sea in the lazt dscede of the sixteenth cenbury,
end if Philip II deserves the lion‘s phare of blame for the
fallure of the Armads, he azlso deserves oredit for Spsin'e
inproved maritime strength in the vears that followsd,
“Philip profited from defesky Elimsboth learned nothing from
victory. In fack she never quite understood how ghe had come
(=4 ihaﬁi? Philipy widerstood what happened in the summer of
1588, hovever, and from the Epoorial he ordered the constrige
tion of 28 new fleet, patterned on the Boglish nodel, more

aumeraus and more powerful dhan the old, The fallure of

the Armada which Hanta Cruz had labored so hard o plan

and prepére had not bsen entirely in wvaln,
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APTER I
THE EARLY YEARS

The French sallors scurried to their batile stations
as the lookouks sounded the splarm, Led by the notorious
corgalr Mongisur de Sannes y Alabsrdos, the thirty French
vegesls, mostly galleve, had plundered weak poinkse along the
northwastern coast of Spain then followed the coastliine soubh,
The pursuing Spanish coast guard of Don Alvare the Blder

Y

evertook them nesr Mures., Though his smaller force of
twenty-£five gulleves was slightly oubgunned, his dissdvantags
waE more ﬁh@m offset by the momentun and fury with which the
Zpanisrds fell upon the reldsrs. BSpanish morals was high
despite the oppréssive gummer heat, It was July 25, 1544,
the day of Bantisgo, patron saict of Spain, & good omen and
8 good day to fight wiﬁé hesven's ﬁ%i@ag

Don Alvaro led the assaul® from the deck of his
cepitens, or flag ship, and rammed the French gapitans with

such force that 1t immedistely bagsn to zink., By hiz sids

stood his sizteen-yesr-old son, the third to begr the nams
Don alvarce de Bszdn, 8 young man destined ko gain even grester
fame then hie highly respected father, In the general melde

which snsued betweesn the French and Spanish gallavs another

i4
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French vessel drew slongside its stricken gupitana toe rescus
rhone abotrd and was oaptursd by Don Alvsre's forces., The
hattle had raged on 2t close guarters for simest two howra,
when the Frensh fleet finally surrendered, after the loss of

2 The Spanisyds cap-

many ships and approximstely 2,000 men.
tured sixteen enenmy vessels, & lerge swount of ordaance and
emenition, and many prisoners, including 500 arguvebusiszs
from the French garyison 8t %ﬁg@@&%a3 Don Alvaro took his
prizsoners and prizes of war to the port of La Corufis,

Don Alvare the Younger remsined in port in charge of
the gpenish Fleed, the prigonsrs, and the capiured French
vegsels while his fathsr went to nearly Sentisgo de Come
postela o give thanks ¢©o the Apostlie Santisgn (8%, James)
for the victory won on that sainkis éageé The Archiishop
recelved the grizzled old warrior before 2 grest throng of
local inhablitents with solemn denonstrations of falth and
gratitude, The ¢lder Pezdn was admired both for his piety
and his militarv-naval skill, and his diginterest in naterisl
gain was demonstrated when he used the ranscm money obtained
for the French priscoosers to replace losses to the codsiel
villages victimized by the raide. 2till lesving smatitsrs st
2 Corulls with hls son, the elder Don Alvarc procesdsd from
Galicie to Velladolid where Prince Philip received him with
honors, The good news of his victory wes paesed on to

Charles V in Flanders.
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The voung Don Alvaro thus learned the rigovs of 1ife

st sea, the ways of war, and the responaibilities of thoge
who comuend, at his fether’s side. This battle was ouly one
of many thet contributed to the edusation and training of the

Haraguée do

gouny man who would one day bs remembared

gants Cruz, often aceclaimed 85 the most cutstanding naval
commander Spaln ever produced.

He was born on December 12, 1536, in Gransda.® His
gather, ths gecond o besr the name Don Alvarc de Bazén,
gpelled Bagon in 1lts mors exchale form, served Dmperor

Charles ¥V s Capitsin GCenerel of the galleyve g

parding the
spenigh cossts, His mother, Dofia Ana de cuamdn, wae the
daughter of Don Diego Ramivez de Cusmin, Count of Teba.®
The Begen lineage dates from the thiriteenth cenbury
in Hevarre, and following the recongusst of the peninsula

from the Moors the Pazdneg sppear as s lesding fardly in the

South, His grandfather, the €irst Den Alvaro, participated
in the conguest of Andalucis, ?@mﬁg Don Alvaro hesyrd the
chivaelric tales mnd herole explolis of his ancestors from
earilest childhood, He thus found in the stories and
legends of hisz own Ffamily models of honor and heroism to
tmulste, and e noble tradition to uphold,

Don Alvaro was but two ysars old vhen Charles V
bestowed upon him the hablt of the Militsry Order of

#3

Santimgn.’ This honor was intended o exyress the emperor's
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spprecistion for the services of his father Don Alvers "el
yisjo® {(The Elder), but the lad would one day esrn henors fop
nimgslf, his sons and relatives because of his servicss to
philip 110

Ha spent most of hiz childhood vears at Sibrsltar

where his uncle, Don Redrige de Bazfn, sesrved as corregidor

until his desth in 1535, 7That vesr the voung Don Alvaro,
only nine years of age, was appointed slcalde of Gibvaltar

in perpetuity, sn honorary title owrrently held by the house
of Santa Cruz which he wes to found, The roysl clduls
grankting this title was issued in Medrild on Mareh 2, 1838,

2t the comand of Charless ¥, by the roval secrétary Francisceo
de los Cobos,®

The young Don Alvars was thus thrust gulite ssrly into
gontact with the Moors, who had used Glhralter as & stepping
gtone in thelr invasion of the Iberian peninsuls in the
sighth centiwy. Az the southern gebtewoy €0 Castile 1t wss
of wital importance to Cheries V. Glbraltasy perved the
Spaniards sz gn sdvance sentinel Bgalnst Moorish corsairs
and the gusrdian of the vital strait betwesn aAfrice and
Iheria,

Spanish naval pover was in itz infency, snd the
congtal defenses of the peninsula leoft much to be desired,
Local militis provided the primary defense for the comstal
provincees, When the bells sounded the alavm 2ll abls-bodied
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males wors expected to rush to the neavest plaze de armesg and

form into militis compeniss under the bannsrs of loopnl nobles
or roval officials sppointed for the gﬁxyﬁﬁﬁﬁiﬁ

Don Alvars the lder swercized the sethority granted
to hig young son and izmedistely initinted efforts o improve
the defenses st Cibraiter. In 1539 he took leave fraom his
command of the galleyve and gsteblighed hnis resifence in
gibraliter, moving hiep entive fanlly thers, 85 well as the
Moorish and€ Turkish captives taken in his sen victories and
in the expedition agalnst Tinez., He put Lhe priscners to
work on the fortificastions of gibraltar.>? pefore the
artillery could be placed and the defanpive works completed,
howesver, Don Alvero wes recalled to duty with the galleys.

in his sheance his servant Caramani lad the captives in 2

rebelliion and attempbed to hand Gilrslter over to ihe Moorish

iender Barbeyroisn. Coopdinsting their sttack with ths
uprising, the Mpors penstrated the defenses of the clety and
looted it before withdrawing., The Spaniards reported that
they drove them out, bt the atteckers probably withirew
when they were ready, thourh esrtainly unfer pressure.
Apparently the rald wee for booty and the freeing of Moslem
captives., Before withirawing the attaschers cut loose Don
Alyarots *bagtard galley” snchored in the port and attempted
o tow it awsy 2z & prize of war, ihen thelr estaps was
ieopardized by the dslay, however, they set it on fire and
abandoned it,><
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The obvious weaknsse of Glhraltéar's dafenszss prompbted

riance

pon Alvaro the Elder to re-emphusize ite military im
and vulnerability to Charies V. The emperor finally com-
migsioned the Milanese engineer Juan Bautists Calvi to plan
and direct the construction of improved fortificatiens., As
a result the Morrish assault on Gikzaltsr in 1558 was

repulsed with relative eége by the Spanish garrison, although

pon Alvaro was again absent, 45

Young Don Alvare grew to maturity in the 1830's and
15408, & tinme of rapidly accelersting chenge for most of
Burcps, The Spain he knew was no longer that of Ferdinand
snd Isabella, whose policies and goils were usually nationsl,
smperor Charles V remained sonstantly 8t war with Frange to
the north, the Moslems in the south and east, and German
Protestants in the Holy Roman Empire., The ers was also one
of greatly widened borizons for Eurcpsans in general,

spaniards zought Lo sxplore and exploitr the Hew World
wWhile simuliosneously vying with Portugsl for the trade of
sub-Sahara Africs end the Far Hast., By Don Alvero's day the
globe had been circumnavigated and improvements in meps,
Charts, nevigational instrumenis, rigging and ship cone
Btruction had resulted from the voyages of discovery and
trade. Deep.wmter ships and sallors were replacing the
Constal trsders and galleys in imporiance, though the

Yealization that this was happening ceme graduslly, Hew
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social, economic, and political problems resulting from these

changes became so numerous that they were difficult to idens

¢ify and define, much less solve,

The nationis new role in international effsirve reguired
many basic adjustments., Spain had acguired by inheritancs,
digrovery, and conguest vast tervitoriss throughout Burops,
slong the const of Afriecas, in the Hew World, and the Orient,
spaniards had been at war with the Moosrs for centuries bub

nelon of the Obhboman

the exps Empire, especially under Sulaimsn

the Magnificent, posed & new threst from the Basgt. Since

spain controlled most of Itely and Biecily. the Turkish expine
glon foreed Charles ¥V to give grester attention to the Mpde

1, & Franco-Turkish allisnce to undermine Hapsburg

powey produced four wars between France and Spaln, and cone

tinved Turkish harsssment in the ¥editerranesn divertsd

Charles Vig energles from pressing domestic problems,
Young Don Alvaro de Bazédn grew to manhood in those years of
turmoil and unvertaingy.

Don Alvaro married Dofla Juanz de &8igs v avellaneds
in 1550, Pour danghters were born of this uwslon: Dofia Maris
{who later merried Don Bernardine Sufres de Mendozs, Count of
la Corufia); Dofla Juana; Dofia Brisnds; and Dofls Ane Manuels, +4

The last three entered coavents and hecame nuns, o

-

Another marriage, that of Prince Fhilip of Spain to

fueen Mary Tudor of England in 1553, would also affect Bazén's




2%

2, cemsnting the e8riiesy friendebhlp between

1ife. %Thiz merriag
the tuo countries, served ss an informal allisnce ageinst
France, temporsrily preventsd the Protestants from lesding
vhe Engligh Church sway from Rome, and gave support to the
gpanish hold on the Hetherlands, It aleo exemplified the

spanish Hapaburg policy of expansion through merrisgs,

diplomacy, or bribery rather than way, whenever possible,

Don Alvero the BElder comsgnded the Spanish flest
which esscovted Prince Philiy and his entoursge to Eﬁgi&mﬁﬁié
#ie two eldest sons, Don Alvaro and Don alongo, acoompanied
him on the voyage,l7? Sizty-aight vesssls gssenbled Bt La
corwfia in June, 1%%54; ewbarked on these ghips were 4,000
exparienced Spenish goldiers and the cream of Spanish
ﬁ&hﬁiik?gga This huge wedding party arrived ab Souvthampton
in July. |

Philiy knew thet meny Baglishmen opposed Maryie
Bpanish marriasge and he 414 sveryithing posaible %% calm thelis
fearg, He forbade the landing of Spanisgh troops on English
sodl, made a polnt of not interfering io the integnal affsirs

of English government, and advised moderation in matters of

religlion. Spanish woney found ite way inteo Bnglish hends in
high places and Puilip wes kept informsd of the astions of
the Privy Counecil, but bhe worked hard st not being obbirusive

and dowineering. The ultimate succsss of his plan depended

Upon the hizxth of an heir, howeveyr, and that was not o bs,
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nen Alvaroe the Youngser returned o Spain scon after dise
embarking his passengers &t Southampton, and ancther trip
o England 418 not figuwre in his plans untdl 1588,

The independent mdliitary career of Don Alvaro the
Younger also bogean that year. In December, 1554, he was
given comand of & sguedron of vessels by Chavies ¥V with
ingtructions to patrol the coasts andl sesk ouh and destroy
sarawdiing corsnirs, His cosstal patrel foree included two
galeszas belonging ¢o his fether, four sailling ships of
from 200 to 300 toms, two small zsbras snd 1200 mem. ®
With this comamnd he began o move from the shadow of his
fathar, 20

There were as yot no BEnglish “Bea Doge® or Dubch

“Bos Deggars® end the primsry threst to Spanish shipping

came from Frencdh coresirs in the Atlantic snd the Moosrs and
Turke in the Meditervanemn. Don Alverc distinguished him-
self in combat 2gainst both in 8 series of mivor shirmighes
arwd patrols in the 1550's which took him to the west coust
of Afriea, the Canayy Islands, and the Azores, He capbured

& number of prizes ln these wabers, and the ogcupants of the

Cangry Islands enjoyed pesce and freedom from pillage for
the Flrst time in many yvsers while his forves patrollied the
area, 21

The Cape of hguer fell within his srea of respongis-

bility, #nd in 1858 he received word that two fnglish vessels



23

WAL aygﬁaaching the coast of Harruvegos. The English carge
included conts of waill, sswmunition, and assorbed firsarms
sestined for the Moors of Pez. The English ges osptalas
gonsidered thelr role to be that of bupingssmen or braders,
puk the Spanisrds consldered them smugglers end gun~runners,
and Don Alverce hegan to gearch for them. %% The Baglish ghips
managed Lo reach port snd zought protection under the guns
af a mporish fort. When the Spanisrds found them and
attacked, the guns of the fort opened fire. Baxén was not
intimidated Iy the lively salvos from thelr cannonsg, howsver,
and pengtrated the Sofensen.  He burned seven Moorish
cearavels end sloops in the harbor and towed the two Eugliah
vessels back to Gibraiter.?® Two hundred Englistmen and
aixty pleces of srtillisey wers ﬁ@&%ﬁgﬁg

Later that same vear Don Blvare capbured a beautiful

men haadling sech

Frendh galeaps of thirty-two ocars, two
nar, nefr Chipse Zan Vicente, The vessel was fully manced
and well mzmed, It carvied five large cannons of bronze,
fourteen lesser pleces made of iron, and many musksts, He
vragsented this prize of sbouk 200 @@mgg@ o Princess Juans
of Portugal, scting hesd of state in the absence of ?hizﬁpagw
| Hemnwhile o the north the worst feasve of many
Englishmen were realized wien Mary Tudor involved England
in Spain's war with france, and lost Calais for her frouble,

Philip became King Philip II in 1556 following his father's
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whdication, and Mary fied two vesre lster without helr. The
anglo-8panish alliance was ended, The two natliong were still
on friendly terms, ut it bscame more sad more 41Fficult 1o
keap it that way and to preserve poace and friendehip.

The death of Morv hwought Elizsbeth to the throne of
Encland. Philip contenplated renewing the allisstes by mayrcye
ing her but she played & walting gene and negotistions
Finglly collapsed, Heunry IT of France also died in 1538,
and his son Franeisz IT married Mary Stuart, Juesn of Zoob.
land, »llisnces and loyaliies were shifting in Zuvope, and
in 1559 the Treaty of Cateau Cembrésis ended the war bebtween
Zpain and Prance. The tresty confimmed Englandtz loss of
Calalis snd also posed the possibility of marrisge hetween
Hanry I1's oldest daughter, Elizsbeth of Valols, and Philip's
gom, Don Carlog. Sincs the vapacity of Don Carlos o rule
and produee helrz was in serious gQuestion, howsver, Philip
decidsd to warry the vouny French princess himsel?®, After
all, Mary Stusrt of Scotland wes also gueen of France and
the most likely heir to the English throne after Blimsbeth,
The thought of France, Zngland, and Scotland united uwmier
ome orown and hostile Lo him was not s plessant one Foy

Philip. His held on the Low Countries wae already 4ifficult,

néd it would be nesrly impossible for him to retain contyrol
there if the Dubkch rebels received support from an Anglo-

French alliance,
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piizabeth of VYelols followed in Januery, 1560, and gensrsl
festivity marked the merrviags., The nev guesn wes popular
with the Spanish pecple and devoted to her husband. She was
known a8 the Reine de la Paz, for her mervisge to Philip
sealed the psace with Frence.

Hostilitiss continued on the high sees, however,
since the fresbosters who preved on legitimate trade were
nok affected by peace trestiss. Dan Alvero was given com-

mand of elght galleve and one swall zailing vessel in ¥ay,

fst
i
£n

32 with crders to patrol the southern coasty of Spein and

28 s responsibliities

agpecially the Btrait of Gibeslifsr.
included sscorting to port incoming convoys from the Hew
World end the Orient, for the vastiness of thass riches
gtkracted & wide variety of siventurers, corsaira, and
pirates, Home of them grew weblthy on captured Spanish and

L]

Fortuguese tressure, but the men of Bavdnts sguady

o BLB0
prospered for they were alliowed to retaln 2 shere of the
wealth recaptured from the raiders. Among the numercus
interiopes Don Alvaro captured were English, French, and

Ohkoman corsairs as well as ¥ Earbary

20 - e s
pirates."?® He worked closely with the Casa de Contratscidn

in Seville since 1t was the controlling government agency
for the Indies commerce and knew the sstimsted date of
arrival snd departure of =il ships treding legally with

Spanish colonies, 0



In 1562 pazdn commanded one sguedron of galleys in &
fForce of forky-two spent o relieve the begleged Spanish
garrison &t Oran, Salling from Cartagens the Spaniards took
the sneny galleve at Oran by surprise and the Turks broke and
Fled with only token resistance, Five eneny galleys van
zoround and thelr crews f£fled on foot. & salling vessel was
captursd by Basdn 38 it sttempted to retrieve Turkish artillery
#from the besch., Sighit Spanish gellevs from Oran joined Sagén®s
sguadron and the combined force returned o ﬁ%r%&g&m@agg
Information sextracted from some Turke capbured at

an indicated thst the strategically important refifn d¢ véles

(‘

i@ 18 CGomers was lightly defended. Philip IX cordered that an
attempt be made o take 1t. The Spenish asganlt force lsfb

oy

Milags under the command of Dou Sancho de Ledva with Bezén
eommanfing & sguafron of galleys., For the wission %@ suscesd
the enemy would have to be tahen unewsre, 2nd when the slement
of surprise was Lost the atback f%ﬁi%ﬁagj
Upon his return to 3pain Don Alvaro was orderad to
rezsune his oosshal patrel. He spent most of the stormy winter
months in Puerte d¢ Santa Merfa, however, sod was there on

Hovember 20, 1363, when en wrgent messsage from the Corregldor

of Gibraltey informed him that s Freanch merchant ship in the
harbor wse being attecked by elght English corsairs. Eazén
imvssdistely gave chase with five galleys and sighted the
English vessels on Movenber 23 thres leagues esst of the

=

- i N ) ® 5. E B
Mountain of Gibraltar, > The Bnglish seamen also saw him
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ad prepared for bavtle, Lack of wind enabled the cer-drivan

24

galleys to overtake the corsairs, sud Bazén fived two warning
ghots befors opdering them to surrender in the nawe of the
ging of Spain. Retelving no reply hs atbacked with cannon.
fire and they soon capitulated, Thelr failure o give movs
zpirited registence appsrently reflected the Engllshmen's
lack of sgresement =3 o 2 propey opurse of action. Thay

cglwicusly could aot run 2nd being 50 neay

the port no doubd
bellisved that other Zpanish vessels were on the way,

The English shipe wars sent Lo Sibralier and the crows
were impriscned. Many misks wers found on the vesssls, and s
voung 18l from one of the ships sald thet hiz companions wore
them whan attescking merchent vesgssls. & careful ssarch by
Spanish zuthorities slac uncoverad “pan de Cagavi® and “pan
de azucary from Santo Domingo. From his galley Bagdn himself
sew them throw “ecochinilla® and other unidentified goods overw
board shortly before theilr %&Qﬁﬁ?%ggé There could be Little
doubt that they wers corsairs.

Early in 15684 Philip 1II learned thet ths Obtomsn
flewt was preparing for s maior offensive sgainst the Chris-

tian states facing the central and western Meditsrranesn

const, He gonsulted with a number of his leading military
commandere in Barcelong aboubl prepsrations to mest the
threat. pazdn was one of the men vhose counsel was sought

and upon agreswent of those present Philip sent him to



ware sprrovoning the coast of Brrusons.

incivded coate of mall, sow
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andition, 490 assoresd fireszrme

&

:bined for the Moors of Pea. The Bagiish sen osphains

considersd their role to be that of buslneesmen o
bub the Zpaniesde considered them gmugglisrs snd guo-runners,
22 .

and Don Alvere begon %o search for them The Engiigh ships

=

maniged to roRoh port and sought protestion undsr the guns

de found them and

of a Moorish fort. When the Spéni
abiacked, the gung of the fort apenad fire. Besdn was not

Intimidatad by the lively salves fropm thely cannons, howavwsr,

andl penetrated the defenses.”” He burned
opravels and sioops in the harbor and towsd khe two Bngiish

voggalys hack ﬁﬁ-&%@ﬁﬁiﬁﬁﬁsﬁé Tan hunired
g
heg !

gixky nisces of srbillery wers telon.
imter that sume yesy Don Alvers ceptured 2 besukiful

Franeh galesms of thirty-twe oars, two men handiing evoh

sar, nedr Cape S5an Vieente., The vessel was fully meaned

and well armed, It esrried five lsrge csanons of Dronge,

fouwrtean lesser pleces mede of lron, and sany muekebs

; , ; me
wrossnted thies prize of ghout 200 tens®™ ko Princess

of Porbugsl, sobing besd of siste lo the absoncs
doenwhile to the north the worst fesvs of sBay

Tufler Lovolved i

e -

Englistemen were realised

in Bpeints wer with Pronces, and lost Calsds For her trouble.

L

%,
&

Philip bocems Eing Philip I7 in 1556 followlng his fether's



Bk

4
abdication, and Mary died btwr yesve lsber without belr. The
naglo-gpanish allience wae ended. The two nastlons were siill

mn frierndliy termes, ot it becwns sore and oore ddE€icult o

keep 1t thabh wiy asd to preserve peace and folendehs
The denth of Hary oo
mgiand. Folilip conterpieted rengwing the silisncs Ly mereyve

gt Blissheth o the throne of

i":i

ing hey but she ployed & woibing geme and negotistions
& died in 1534,

finslly collispsed, Heary IX of France sls
&nd hiz mon Frencils 11 mersisd Mewy Shusch, Jusen of Soote
Tesdl, Liisnces snd loyeltdse were shifting in BEurops, nd

in 1359 ¢he Tronky of Cabemn Cinbrdsiszs ended the wor bebtween

Zpain and Trence, The tresby condizmed Englandte loss of

g

calais and also pogsd the poesibility of merrisgs betwesn

Hesnry Iz eldest daughter, Blisabelbb of Valode, 258 Phuilip's

gan, Don Ofpleg. Binge the o pity of Don Cavies &5 ruls

S e

gt profiuee helre was in sepious ¢

segtion, howsvar, Philip
deuided to wizoy the vouny Frenoh princess himgelf. After

r Sbtuert of Jeotlend wes slso gusen of Prance snd

the mopt likely bely to the Soglieh throne mfter Blissdoebh.
The thouht of Fronce, Booland, and Sootland wnited unday
one crown gnd hostile bo hinm wes not & plessent one for
Philip. #Hisz hold on the Low Countries was alresdy S487icult,
gyl 4t would be nesrly imposaible for hin o retein sontrol
there 1f ¢he Dmbeh rebels reoelved support from 40 A5glce

Pranch alliance,
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PRALAD IT returned persasectly 1o Spedn in 1559,

giieabetl of Yalolis followsd in Janusry infl genernl
festivity marked the navrisge. 7The nov guesn was populsry
with the Spanish people and devobted &o hey hoebond. She wse
known 82 the Heins de lea Paz, for hey serrisge to PFoilip
sealed the pesce with Francg,

Hestilitics continsed on the high sess. however,

aokers who preved on lagitinste toade werse

sinca the fresbt
not affevked by pesce tresties. Don Alvesro was given oom.
smnd of eight galleys and ome sall sailing vessel in iy,
1562, with ordere to pairol the southesn cossts of Spain and
sgpeoinlily the strait of @i@f&i%@f&ﬁﬁ Mig responaibilities
included secorting to pord incoming convoys from the Hew

Horld aod the Orlent, for the vastness of thoge riches

sttracted @ wide varlsty of sfventurers, vorselrs, and

pirates., Some of thewn grew weelithy on csptursd Spanish end
Portugusse tressure, but the men of Bazdan'e sousdron also

vrospered for thoy were alliowed Lo reialn B ghvre of 4he

weslth recaptured from the railders. & he mEserous

interiopes Don Alvere ceptured were English, French, and

Crkomin Corsaire o well as lavge num by

drates."* ge worked closely with the Cage de Contrabecidn

in 3eville eslnce it wus the controlling government sguncy

for the Infles commercs end buow the ostisated date of

arpival and depsviure of &1l ships treding legally with

Epanieh colontos, 0
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Ia 1363 sezdn comuaoded ong sguadron of galleys in a

.

oree of farty.twe sest ko relieve the besisged sSpanish
guryizon &t Cran. Bailing fro g Cartagens the Spenisrds took
the onemy galleys 3t Cran by suwprise and the Purks byoke and
£led with only token resistancs, Pive saewy gallove ren
aground end theilr crewe fled on foot. 2 salliag vessel wan
coptured by Daedn 3s 4t sttenpted to retriove Turkish artillesy
frem the heach., Sight Spasieh galleye from Cvan jodned Dasdnts
gguadron end the cmidned forcs returned o Cartagens, 81
Informetion eutreotsd from some Turks ceptursd gk
gran indlcated that the strategicslly imporient relidn 46 Véles
de 1l gomers was lightly defended. Phillip 17T oxfared that an

etteupt e made o teke it. The Sranish sspeult foroe lefl

it

Mblege vnder the command of Dow Sanche de Leive with Bazén

3

nding 5 osguefiron of gellesva., For the nisslon o sucosed

the eneny would hove to be taken wnavave, end when the elsment

ey n B9
of suwrpyise was Iost the atizchk fﬁ&l@ﬁ@é&

Upen his returs o Spain Don Alvero was ordered Lo

resume his cosstel petroel. He epent wost of the storwy winter
monthe in Puerto de Santa %&if&@ however, and wea there on

ovember 20, 1563, when en urgent sassage from the Corregidor

%

¢ Gibwaliter informed hin thet g French merchest ship in Lhe

&

L}

harbor was bsing attscked by eight Eaglish corsairs. Bazde
impediately gave ohiee with five galleyvs end sighted the

Engiish veasels on ovember 23 three leagues sast of the

in of Gibreltar,? 7The Snglish seemen also sew him
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Lack of wind arsblsd i agr-driven

galleye to overtske the corsairs, aad Ssezdn fived two warning
shots before opdering then Lo swrrendsy in the name of the
ging oFf pein. Receldving no reply he sthached with canunon.
Fire and they soon caplitulated. Thelr fallure o give more
gpirited resistance sppavently reflscied the Englichmen’s
lack of agrespant g Lo & propesy tourse of sohion, They
@&#&@uﬁiy could oot rus and being go pesr the port no doubt
belioved that other Zpenish vesselr wers ou ths wey,

The fnglish shipe were sent o Sibralisr and Lhe orows
were imprizoned. Moy masks wevrs found on the wespels, awd 8

voung 188 from one of the ships said that his ewpenlions ware

thess when attacking werchant vesgels, &b ooveful sserch by
gpanish suthorities slso uncoversd Ypan de Cagavis and “pan
de epucar® from Sento Domingo. From nhis gelley Besfn himself
gaw them throw “gochinilla* and other unidentifiad goods over.

By

srd shortly before their cepture, ® Thers could be little
doubt thet they were sorsalys.

Barly in 1564 Philip 1% Jlearned that the Obtoman
Ziset was prepering for & major offensive gomingt the Chris-

tian states facing the central ond western Mediterrsneen

ooast. He conzulted with & nunber of his leading military

nders in Baroelong ebout prepiratisns o seet the

threst,. bszdn was one of the men whose counoel was gought

and upon Bgvessent of those present Phillip ssanbk him o




wizoays with suthority to erbargo and otherwiss obbtain any

neodad vegsels from that ares, as well sz from Santander,
Asturias, Gsliéla, =nd Andsluefe.”> Later, upon hearing

that the Ottoman fleet 4id not plan Lo move sgeainet the West
in force, he ordered that most of the veszels be relessed,

Yot wanting to see all »f the work and sxpense bs lost, how-

aver, Philip again decided to attack the Pefidn de Vélez de

iz Gomsrs, stronghold of the Barbary pirvates, This time
he gant & much stronger fovce commanded Ly one of Hpain's

¥

ablest generals, Don Carcia de Toledo.

Don alvaro returned 2o Sevillis esrly in 2ppil, 1864,
o obtain 400 rowers for the galleyve and to arm thirty zicops
for the expedition, In Sevilla he cutfitted znd repairsed his

gallevs and prepared for the reburn trip to RBarcelona to

i infantry units., The authoritiss in Sevilla, however,
needing their suppliss and funds for the Indies ghips, hin-
dered Don Alvare's search for money and meterial for his war
fleet. On June 6 he finally got under way for Milage, and
&fﬁ&ﬁ teking on more food there he salled for Berceloni on
June i?ﬁsﬁ
non Alvaro's sguedron discoversd and pursued a Moovwish

g@lecta on the way, flnally capburing 1t after & sixty-mile
chase and 8 brilef skirmish in vhich the Moorish captain was
kBilled and Lof % gides suffered casuzltises. Don Alvaro itook
fortyifive prisoners and ralessed eighty-five caeptive Chris.

tians found #e shared his part of the prize
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with the crew of his galley since it wes thelyr filrast ssrvics
Tim 37 Peaneh soy Foond abozr e e il
under hinm, A French gpy found abogrd the Moorish ghip
38
- ot b
wazs sent to Cartegsne and exevuted,

Don Alvare and Don Sancho de Leive plcked up ten

L

sisge cannons in Berceloas snd met Don Garcis de Toledo in
Malaga., A fleet of conslderable might was assembled there,
compesed of the Followlag contingeats; Five gallevs from
Maltay aight galleve, one galleon and Ffive caravele from
Portugal; Don Alvars's twenbv-two galleys: and fifty.seven
galleyvs under Don sareiz de Teledo,

Thin fieet sailed oo August 29, 1564, and sighted
the Pafidn twe davs later. A mesting of the principel com.
manders was ¢alled and plang wers made for the assault., The

icnié, as was

%ﬁ,:

roops would land st the dismantled fort of

done before, and the 16,000 man landing Forse would divide

7»

Loiva would conmand one and

St
fn
4
9

inte two units. Don Sanche
the Portuguese gensral, Don Frasgleco Barreto, tha other.

on Gerefs ds Toledo and Dou Alvers de Bazdn made sepsrate

o

reconnaissence reports concerning the soorish fortificsbions

and agresd that thelr asssull troops would hewe to malke

atasp and SLffFicu Eimb in opder to penetrete the enemy
4 3% e &” b “ . -5 S
defenges. The Pefidn was hesvily defonded though the ool

g

gtruction of the fortysse appeared e be inferior.
The commander of the rporish garrison was given an

coportunity to surrendar, but he refused. On September 3
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i

the Bpanish slege guns began to pound the defenses, OONCEN-
rrating oo the mein tower of the fortress. fensing that

paiztancs was usceless, eighty defenders swam o the asin.

5

1and during the aig&t@é% The next day wove of the borisl
‘ﬁéiﬁiﬁxﬁ mads good thelr esceps, When ths gervvison finally
surrendered, only 8 handful remsined, and they probsbly
gtayed from fear of swimming the treachsyrous channel separst-

ing the Pefdn from the mainland, Those who escsped apresd

f&d
7%
st

the alarm and g heetily oethered Moorish foroe fried to pre-

i

vent the Spanigh soldisrs from returning to thely ships,

The Spanlards easily overpowered them. however, snd, lsaviog

Rig

brong garrison to hold the vitsl Pefidn, returned to Spain,

o
&

The most ssvious threat to Zpenish shivping and flahe
ing remaining in the sres was the pirste base in the Tebufn

oY

i

ot
RSN

River, Don Gareia de Toledo suggesiad to P

small ghips filled with rocks should be sunk in the mouth

of the river to block the channel and render the pirate Lase

inoperakive. After an exchange of corvespondence Debween
Frilip 1T, Don Garefe, and Don Alvaro, the latter was ordered
o execubs the plan whan the necegsary arrangements oould bs
mﬁé@e%i The men and vessels were gethered surraptitiocusliy
from various porks to hkeep the project a secret. Don Alvaro

wae in Puerto sSanta darfs loading soms old vesszels with rocks

=

and sand when officers £rom dwo Eaglish ships in the oork

7y

ik

Neard of the plen and peseed the informatisn to the ¥Moors,



shipz there, effactively

p !

doorlsah horsenen arrived

whe had dissnbarked, buob
LV

: and withdrew with he

tufin River

Tk .

and sank the
river as *s:ez,azmﬁ{i@

shed with the Spaniards
successfully retrieved his

wigsion
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SHAPTER IX
TURK AND SPANIARD IN THE MEDITERRANEAR

The empire of the Ottoman Turks had expanded spas-
medionlly but unrelentingly giﬁ@@ ite fourtsenth-century
ingeption, and by the mid-siztesnth century was &1 WOQUSE-
tioned threat to Zurops. The Turks controlled the cxim@%,i

the Balkan Peninguls, CGreecs, Asgia Minoy, Syris, Palestine,

Mesopotamia, Arabils,

Bgypt, and d¥orth Africs aslmost o the
Atlantie, After Mghmed II took Constentinople in 1453, that
city became thelr capital and the foymer Byzantine Empire
boonme the heartland of the Gttoman Brplire, Thse Turks wers
the last people to abkbenpt g rewnificetion of the entire
Mediterranesn area iﬂﬁ@-@ﬁ% Empire as in the days of ﬁﬁmﬁgg
At the same time Iberian stabtes at the western end of the
Hediterranecan were sxpanding to the Bast.

inder Selim I (1812.1320) the Turks crushed the
Safavids to thelr eagt in 1514 znd the M

3 thus gaining control of the sconomic base of the Hiis

plukse in Egypt in
i%1is,
valley, wWhen Memluk BEgypt, Arazbla, and syrig fell inke
Oktoman hands, the Turks zlso becams guardiang of the holy
citiss of Mecos, Medins, and Jerusalem., In 13519 the pirate
chieftain Barbarosas {(Khalreddin) descided not to resist the
Turkish tide and voluntarily committed his large domain on

36
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the North Africen comst in allegilance Lo the Cbttoman Em@i?@@%

Selim I's son, Suleimen I, came o power in 1520 and

pursued an even more miliktesnt pellcy. Enown to his people as

“The Magnificent,®

sThe Lawgiver® and to the Europsans &
suleiman I wae an excepticnal ruler. During his redgn {1520-

1586) Chtoman expansiocn threatsned Western Burops sg never

hﬁf@xagg #While Spenish, French, Italian, &nd Protestant

problems clamored for the astitention of Emperor Charles V,

the Turks moved against Christian Buropse. Suleiman's forcss
ceptured Belgrade in 15321, defented King ILouis II of Hungery
st Mohdcos in 1526, besieged Vieons in 1528, and took Buda in
1529,

The Turks and thelr seafaring alliss slsc attackesd
w ses, taking the iszland of Rhodes from the Holghts of Saint
John of Jerusalem in 1522, Barbarosza csphured Tunisiz in

18534 and dofeated & Christisan fleet unfer Andres Dorizs in
¥

1528 ¢o tighten the Moslem grip on the Mediterranean Sea.

With good reapon Spain and the Italilan city-states feared

8

the growing threat from the Bast,™ and Spanish trestment of

Hoors still living in Spain was in pert s reaction from

mounting fesr., Only the French remained calm for they
feared Hepsburg powsr more than Ottoman

allied with the vinfidel® Turke.”

expansion and were

Fortunately £or lts opponents the Ohboman Dapire was

not one great, mified, monolithie, militently Moslen statke.



g
regionsl, ethnie, and sectarisn differonces within Islam
wore roeminiscent of the divisions within Eurcpe. The Boerbers

and Moors of Horth Africs were subjectsz of the Gtto

s Bmplre
1t nob @ﬁxkﬁ, and they maintained their own culture sad
regional military objectives throughout the perxicd of great-
ost @@ﬁﬁli@% with Catholic Sy@inelé

Intelligence reporte submitted o Phillp IT sarly in
1565 indicsted that the naval forces of Sulelman were again
preparing for a major offensive ageinst the Christian West.
Thers was no way of knowing emactly vhere they would strike,
but Don Alvarce de Basén wes ordered to transport supplies
and additional troops te the Spenish enclaves on the cozst
of Horth Africe. Bince Don Alvaro's galley sguafyon was pri-
marily responsible for the protection of shipping slong the

coast of Spain and escorting the Indies Fleets safely into

Sevilla, the cost of maintaining bhis sguedron was paild by =
convey tax called the sveria. When the Pricr and Cénsules

of the hiversidsd de Morcedores of Sevills learned thet Don

Alvaro's galleys had bean assigned tasks which would take

thern far from the consts of Spsin, the mevchonks of Bevills

refused to provide him with the money snd supplies necsasary

to prepers for the underteking, obliging him €0 mest the

expenses from his pevsonal funde., He immedliastely informed

the king of his problem and eventuaslly received a subsidy to

prepare the gallevs and purchase supplies for Horth ﬁfﬁiﬁﬁwi$
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Bazén seiled for Mflags on May 7, 158%, and from
there made two trips to Oran. He departed later that same
month on the first of thess two voysges with provisions,
rebturning €0 Cran in June with infentry to reinforce the
Spanish garriszon there,*? From oran he ssiled to Palamde,
where he joined Gil de Andrada. Their cowbined force of
shivty-five galleye then procesdsd to Bava, where 1,500
infantrymen cams sbosrd, At CGenca five Gensess and papal

galleys jolned them. Moving on gouth to Heples they were

joined by more galleys and the tegcio (Spunish infantyy
regiment) stationed there. From Saples they proceeded ko
Messina, then to Cetanie, Cavlentin, aand Zsrsgoss (formeriy
Syrascuse on Siclily), disembarking the infantry bw units slong
the W%Eals
The Turks ignored these Spanish enclaves, howevar,
and instesd stitacked Malte on May 18, The Enights of Baint
John of Jerusalem, commanded by Grand Magter Jean de La

Valette, were besieged by a foroe of

appronimately 35,000
soldiers and a zizable fleet unfler two of Sulelmants sblast
commenders, Piali Pasha and ﬁﬁ@t@@hﬁsié They were siso
ajded by many veteran corsairs, among them Hassan of Alglsvs

and the dreadsd D

T

t. The Raights of Saint John were

avowed enemies of the Turks, and Suleiman the Magnificent
had already sexpelled them from Rhodes end Tripoli. The

capture of Malits by the Turks would likely be n fatal blow
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e the Enights, and it would also open the very real popgl-
Bility that Bicily and Haples would next £all 2o the advancing
sons of the Prophet, The western basin of the Mefiterransan

zen ravaged by Moorish pirstes for decefes, and now

@ Turks appeared realy €0 enter that srensg in
gtrength, but Philip I oould not make wp his mind to aid
Meita. Although prepaved to dafend his Spanish posseasions,

home whan

philip wae reluctent to risk his forces far from

niz interests were not clsarly at stake, He sppéivently
rejocted any Medlterrenssn version of the “domine theory.®

He knew that the Xuights were primerily French, however, and

that Franes had usually besn anti-Spanisgh and pro-Turkish in
foraeign poliey, FPhilip slso knew that 1f he risked & force
large enough to stop the Turks as far sway as Malite and lost,
hiz cosste would be defenseleszs, While the Prudent King
procrastinated the plight of Malta grew eritical.

Don sarcis de Poleds, the new Spanish viceroy of
Biclly, wesg more concerned shout the possible fall of Malisn
than the king, for he realized his position in sicily would
compromised with Melts in Turkish hands., He sent urgent

£%,
R Tt

mission to aid Malis

magsages to Phililp 17 yeguesting peyw

with his Italisn &nd Spanigh forces., Meanwhile he sent Doa

Alvero de RBasén to procure galieys, supplies, and troops for

the relief of Malte should permisasion ba granted, Toledo's

ingpection of the defenses of Malts & few months parlier, at
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the request of Ia Valette, had disclioged that of the approxi-
mately 8,500 armed islanders only 700 nen were superienced
wnights, The remeining defenders had no conbet experisnce.
The ¥nights sent urgent pleas For help to the Christian

1,15 Galy Don Garcis de

mgnasﬁhg of Zurope, buk &0 no eval
Toledo gseemed concerned,

Philip I finnlly agreed to send food and money o
Melie from Spain, bubt oot troops o g&li@yﬁaﬁﬁ When ralisf
forces 414 not come the Turke besleged the small but vital
fortress of St, Elmo, dsfended w 600 men., Afier twenty-
three daye of bomberdment the walls were brescheds ﬁﬁﬁ‘ﬁa@t
inner stronghold fell on June 23 with only nine defenders
left alive.l? The Turks lest sbout 6,000 mes including the
infamous Draguty Pizsli Pasha wae alszo wounded, but sheer
fores of nunbers gained the victory.

In 8leily Carefa de Toledo received the news of the
fall of St. Elmo with great frustration and dtterness. He
wrote again bto Philip IT pleading for permission to help
the Christians on Malts. He even suguested that the ald of
Prance might be sought since most of the Kaights of Saint
Jobin on Malta were French, not knowing that Catherine de
Madicl was asssuring the Sultan of her fgi@mﬁﬁhipgi%

On hugust 20 pervmdssion from Philip IT toe send @
relief force to Malts Finally ervivedy men and mekerial

were resdy to go, thanks to the forssight of Don Gaxefa de



