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Sky Song: Stories of Spirituality and
Speculative Science, ed. By Steve
Stanton. Orilla, Ontario, Canada: Sky
Song, 2002. 268 pp. U.S. $14.95; Can.
$17.95. ISBN 0-9680502-2-0.

Reviewed by Werner A. Lind, Asst.
Library Director, Bluefield College,
Bluefield, Virginia.
All twenty-five of these stories have
appeared in Dreams and Visions, a
Canadian journal of Christian fiction
which Stanton (In the Den of the
Dragon and Superlight, Sky Song,
1996 and 1997) also edits, since its
inception in 1991. (Two of the best
were originally published elsewhere:
Stanton's own "A Perfect Match,"
which originally appeared in the wellknown Canadian magazine ON SPEC,
and Donna Farley's "The Passing of the
Eclipse," which was included in
Bantam's Universe 2 anthology). Most
are science fiction; some are fantasy or
supernatural fiction, and some are
simply surreal, like the one featuring a
talking goat in a paisley ascot and
purple morning coat. Even the two
"ordinary" stories show the everyday
world subtly invaded by the miraculous.
In the best tradition of speculative
fiction, the sixteen American, Canadian,
and British writers represented her
explore the fantastic in order to
illuminate the real. While some are
better than others, all of the stories are
imaginative and absorbing. Not all of
them contain explicitly Christian
content, but all are informed by a
Christian spiritual and moral sensibility.
Many of them probe social and
philosophical issues that are both
contemporary and timeless, and many
demonstrate a powerful command of
symbolism. Taken together, the
collection is a treat for any reader who
enjoys fresh, well-crafted storytelling.
Two of the standouts and "The Healer,"
a poignant view of medical ethics by
physician and novelist (e.g., Red Planet
Rising, Crossway, 1995) Andrew
Seddon, and "Comprehending It Not,"
a haunting examination of what it
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means to be "human" by Cherith
Baldry, best known to U.S. readers for
her Stories of the Six Worlds series
(e.g., Cradoc's Quest, Chariot Victor,
1994).
Stanton has assembled a stellar
collection of rising talent. Highly
recommended to any library that
collects contemporary fiction.

Theological Librarians and the
Internet: Implications for Practice,
ed. by Mark Stover. New York: Haworth
Press, 2001. 214 pp. ISBN 0-7890-1342-8

Reviewed by Donald D. Smeeton,
Ph.D., Pentecostal Resource Center,
Lee University/Church of God Theological Seminary, Cleveland Tennessee.
It is trite to state that the Internet
has changed the work for the librarian,
yet there are few sources to help those
who work in theological libraries to
understand those changes. Mark Stover
now offers a user-friendly text to help
librarians who work with patrons with
religious inquiries. By combining his
education in theology and library
science with the practical insights
gained by experience as a librarian at
San Diego State University, he offers
fresh analyses and useful application.
Stover opens the discussion with an
essay on change and continuity that
should assure the hesitant that the task
(what he calls the "content") of the
librarian continues even as the media
(the "form") changes. He then assembles a team of contributors who
discuss such topics as the ATLA Serials
Project, the function of Web catalogs,
electronic journals and serving distance
education students. Other essays focus
on Internet sources for Christian art,
homiletics and liturgy, as well as the
need for and characteristics of good
web design. Then he presents articles of
practical instructions on how the help
the researcher, whether that person is a
novice searcher or the graduate student
in theology.
My criticism has more to do with
the title of the book than its content.

The essays assume a Christian theology.
There is a token essay of interest to
students of Judaism, but Internet
sources on other religions will have to
be found elsewhere. This limitation is
unfortunate in view of the interest in
Islam following the events of September 11, 2001.
This work is a useful tool for a
wider circle of librarians than those
who work primarily with a theological
collection. Even public libraries should
have a copy of this book to help the
librarians respond to religious questions
that demand information that cannot be
located in the physical collections on
the shelves.

ReViewing The Movies: A Christian
Response to Contemporary Film, by
Peter Fraser and Vernon Edwin Neal.
Focal Point Series, Gene Edward Veith,
Jr., general editor. Wheaton, Illinois:
Crossway Books, 2000. 180pp.
$12.99 ISBN 1-58134-203-9

Reviewed by Rory Patterson, User
Education Librarian, Cedarville
University, Cedarville, Ohio.
Today's students will spend an
average of eleven years of their life
doing a certain thing they are not
trained to do: review television and
movies. Peter Fraser and Vernon Neal,
a professor and film critic respectively,
have written ReViewing The Movies to
help Christians knowledgeably evaluate
television and movies for those eleven
years (p. 142). Fraser and Neal provide
guidelines on how to evaluate movies
so their readers can know what good
movies are and promote them, can use
movies to witness, and can be entertained without being corrupted.
Fraser and Neal provide seven
criteria that film critics use to evaluate a
film as art, and then add the Christian
component of truthfulness. They make
the point that evaluating movies is not
using a checklist, such as the number of
swear words or amount of violence, but
rather getting beneath the surface and
thinking about its message. For
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following the patterns of this age.
Against this backdrop, he lays the
foundation via unpacking the doctrines
of Scripture alone, Christ alone, Grace
alone, Faith alone and Glory to God
alone. Unbelievers, Armenians and
even Calvinists have strayed from the
essentials of the faith in a variety of
ways. The final section of this book
examines what renewal looks like as it
relates to worship and our lives. We
must depart from worship that has been
cheapened and trivialized and seek
worship that magnifies God character
and our need to come to Him for
forgiveness, mercy and grace.
Although this book is very readable,
it is also well suited to as a supplementary text for an undergraduate course.
Lenten Reflections: A Ooser Walk, by
Jeanne Conte. Huntington, NY: Troista
Books, 2001. 186pp ISBN 1-56072-737-3

Reviewed by Rory Patterson, User
Education Librarian, Cedarville
University, Cedarville, Ohio.
How much does the average patron
know about Lent? Where would one
tum to learn about the various Lenten
traditions? Where could one go for a
devotional to start celebrating Lent?
Jeanne Conte's Lenten Reflections is an
excellent answer to these questions.
Conte has gone to great lengths to
have this book serve all parts of
Christianity. She prefaces the book
with letters of agreement or sanction
from leaders in several different
Christian sects, including Roman
Catholic, Greek Orthodox, Methodist,
Episcopal, and Lutheran. This sets the
tone for the book itself; it celebrates the
commonality of Jesus' suffering, death,
and resurrection for all Christians,
despite the various ways of celebrating
- or not celebrating - Lent.
Conte starts the book with a history
of Lent and the main traditions of
celebrating Lent, Eastern, Western, and
Protestant. The first section - which
includes the longest chapter at ten
pages - is a good introduction to the
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biblical and traditional parts of Lent,
and gives directions on using the book
for Lenten celebration. The second part
continues Conte's sensitivity in its
numbering, following both Eastern and
Western schemes.
The usual daily reading has several
verses in it and averages three pages;
short devotional readings to start one
thinking on the reason for Lent and
Easter. Conte writes well for causing
reflection. Most of the readings have
themes, which include the fourteen
Stations of the Cross, the Ten Commandments, and Passion Week.
The Words of Gardner Taylor, vol. 3,
compiled by Edward L. Taylor. Valley
Forge, PA: Judson Press, 2000. 208 pp.
$22.00. ISBN 0-8170-1347-4.

Reviewed by John Aloisi, Assistant
Librarian, Detroit Baptist Theological
Seminary, Allen Park, Michigan.
This volume, subtitled Quintessential Classics, 1980-Present, is the third
in a five-volume set and is primarily
comprised of sermons by Gardner C.
Taylor. For those unfamiliar with
Taylor, he has been lauded by some as
one of the greatest preachers in the
English-speaking world. No less a
source than TIME magazine once
labeled him "the Dean of the nation's
Black Preachers" (TIME, Dec. 31,
1979, cited in Taylor, p. 6). Taylor
delivered the address at the prayer
service for the inauguration of William
Jefferson Clinton in 1993, and he also
preached the 1OOth Lyman Beecher
Lectures at Yale University. During his
forty-eight year ministry at Concord
Baptist Church in Brooklyn, New York,
Taylor saw the church grow to more
than nine thousand members and
established himself as one of the most
capable exponents of the social gospel.
Volume one of the set includes
sermons preached by Taylor on NBC
radio between 1959 and 1970. The
second volume of this set contains
sermons delivered in various settings
during the 1970s. The present volume is

comprised of sermons that were
preached between 1980 and 2000. The
sermons are devotional in nature and
quickly grab the reader's attention. One
can easily read through several sermons
without experiencing a hint of boredom.
A weakness of this volume is its lack of
a unifying theme. The sermons appear
to be a fairly random assortment of
socially driven messages. Volume four
consists of sermons preached on special
occasions including the memorial
service for Martin Luther King, Jr. at
Harvard University in 1972 and
President Clinton's inaugural prayer
service in 1993. The final volume
includes various lectures and essays by
Taylor. This set is accompanied by two
audio CDs that feature six of Taylor's
sermons. The serious student of Taylor
will enjoy hearing his sermons as he
actually preached them.
For those looking for an introduction
to the homiletical abilities of Gardner
Taylor, this series is a good place to start.
However, while evangelicals may profit
from exposure to Taylor's oratorical
skills, they will not want to use Taylor as
a model of sound exegetical preaching.
Some academic libraries will probably
want to pass over this set due to its devotional nature and moralistic bent.
A Better Way: Rediscovering the Drama
of God-Centered Worship, by Michael
Horton. Grand Rapids: Baker, 2002.
249 pp. $19.99. ISBN 0-8010-1234-1.

Reviewed by John Aloisi, Assistant
Librarian, Detroit Baptist Theological
Seminary, Allen Park, Michigan.
Michael Horton is currently an
associate professor of historical
theology at Westminster Theological
Seminary in Escondido, California. He
edits the Modern Reformation magazine and serves as president of the
Alliance of Confessing Evangelicals.
Horton has also either authored or
edited more than a dozen books, most
of which are related to reformed
theology.
In A Better Way, Horton takes the
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