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Tedious Work, Trivial Details?
A Fresh Look at Bibliographic Citation

©5/2007 Gregory A. Smith = Administrative Services Librarian = Liberty University

I hate formatting
bibliographies.

Why are there so
many different
bibliographic styles?

Referencing electronic
sources is so complicated.

What was wrong with the
old footnote systems?

Applying concepts of rhetorical theory to source
acknowledgment allows us to develop rational
explanations for many of the differences between APA
and MLA styles (see inset for examples). In fact, the
research I'll present in this workshop suggests that both
of these styles reflect the distinctive values and
assumptions of their sponsoring communities.

This workshop will show how—and, more importantly,
why—MLA and APA styles are different, with discussion
centering on 4 questions:

How are bibliographic references formatted?
How are sources treated in the text?

What sources are valued?

What are the purposes of documentation?

Understanding the rhetorical dimensions of divergent
approaches to source management can help librarians,
whether as authors writing for publication or
professionals seeking to teach information literacy.

MLA Style

Cox, John, and Laura Cox. Scholarly Publishing
Practice: Academic Journal Publishers’ Policies and
Practices in Online Publishing. 2nd ed. Worthing,
West Sussex, UK: Assn. of Learned and
Professional Soc. Pubs., 2006.

Josselson, Ruthellen, and Amia Lieblich. “Fettering the
Mind in the Name of ‘Science.” American
Psychologist June 1996: 651-52. PsycARTICLES.
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2006 <http://search.ebscohost.com/>.

Tenopir, Carol. Telephone interview. 2 May 2007.

“ATLA Serials: Fifty Years of Fifty Journals.” Religion
and Technology Center. 13 May 1999. 10 sects. 26
Apr. 2007 <http://www.reltech.org/
ATLAS-proposal.html>.

APA Style

Cox, J., & Cox, L. (2006). Scholarly publishing
practice: Academic journal publishers’ policies
and practices in online publishing (2nd ed.).
Worthing, West Sussex, UK: Association of
Learned and Professional Society Publishers.

Josselson, R., & Lieblich, A. (1996, June). Fettering
the mind in the name of “science.” American
Psychologist, 51, 651-652. Retrieved September
22, 2006, from PsycARTICLES database.

Personal communications are not included in APA
reference lists.

ATLA Serials: Fifty years of fifty journals. (1999,
May 13). Retrieved April 26, 2007, from http://
www.reltech.org/ATLAS-proposal.html




Selective Bibliography

American Psychological Association. Publication
Manual of the American Psychological
Association. 5th ed. Washington, DC: Amer.
Psychological Assn., 2001.

*Bazerman, Charles. “Codifying the Social Scientific
Style: The APA Publication Manual as a
Behaviorist Rhetoric.” 7he Rhetoric of the
Human Sciences: Language and Argument in
Scholarship and Public Affairs. Ed. John S.
Nelson, Allan Megill, and Deirdre N. McCloskey.
Madison: U of Wisconsin P, 1987. 125-44. Rpt.
in Shaping Written Knowledge: The Genre and
Activity of the Experimental Article in Science.
By Bazerman. Madison: U of Wisconsin P, 1988.
257-77. 4 Sep. 2006 <http://wac.colostate.edu/
books/bazerman_shaping/chapter9.pdf>.

*Connors, Robert J. “The Rhetoric of Citation
Systems, Part II: Competing Epistemic Values in
Citation.” Rhetoric Review 17 (1999): 219-45.
Arts and Sciences III Collection. JSTOR. 26 Sep.
2006 <http://www.jstor.org/search/>.

*Dowdey, Diane. “Citation and Documentation
across the Curriculum.” Constructing Rhetorical
Education. Ed. Marie Secor and Davida Charney.
Carbondale: Southern Illinois UP, 1992. 330-51.
NetLibrary. 29 Nov. 2006 <http://
www.netlibrary.com/>.

Firestone, William A. “Meaning in Method: The
Rhetoric of Quantitative and Qualitative
Research.” Educational Researcher Oct. 1987:
16-21.

Gibaldi, Joseph. MLA Handbook for Writers of
Research Papers. 6th ed. New York: Mod. Lang.
Assn. of Amer., 2003.

---. MLA Style Manual and Guide to Scholarly
Publishing. 2nd ed. New York: Mod. Lang. Assn.
of Amer., 1998.

Gusfield, Joseph. “The Literary Rhetoric of Science:
Comedy and Pathos in Drinking Driver
Research.” American Sociological Review 41
(1976): 16-34. Arts and Sciences I Collection.
JSTOR. 20 Sep. 2006 <http://www.jstor.org/
search/>.

Hagge, John. "Disciplinary Style Manuals as Reliable
Guides to Scientific Discourse Norms.” Technical
Communication 44 (1997): 129-41. Academic

OnefFife. Thomson Gale. <http://
find.galegroup.com/>.

*Hartley, James. “On Choosing Typographic Settings
for Reference Lists.” Social Studies of Science 32
(2002): 917-32. Arts and Sciences II Collection.
JSTOR. 27 Oct. 2006 <http://www.jstor.org/
search/>.

Hauptman, Robert. “Citation Systems: A Response
to Robert J. Connors.” Rhetoric Review 18
(1999): 179-80. Arts and Sciences III Collection.
JSTOR. 23 Oct. 2006 <http://www.jstor.org/
search/>.

Leppanen, Sirpa. “Universalistic Handbook Discourse
and the Local Needs of Writers.” 7ext 23 (2003):
53-87. Communication and Mass Media
Complete. EBSCO. 14 Dec. 2006 <http://
search.ebscohost.com/>.

Leverenz, Carrie Shively. “Citing Cybersources: A
Challenge to Disciplinary Values.” Computers
and Composition 15 (1998): 185-200.

Lindenberger, Herbert. Foreword. MLA Style Manual
and Guide to Scholarly Publishing. By Joseph
Gibaldi. 2nd ed. New York: Mod. Lang. Assn. of
Amer., 1998. xv-xxvi.

*Madigan, Robert, Susan Johnson, and Patricia
Linton. “The Language of Psychology: APA Style
as Epistemology.” American Psychologist June
1995: 428-36. 27 Oct. 2006 <http://
www.comm.umn.edu/~akoerner/courses/3402/
APA.pdf>.

*Mueller, Susan. “Documentation Styles and
Discipline-Specific Values.” The Writing Lab
Newsletter Jan. 2005: 6-9. 8 Jan. 2007 <http://
writinglabnewsletter.org/archives/v29/
29.5.pdf>.

Perelman, Chaim, and Lucie Olbrechts-Tyteca. 7he
New Rhetoric: A Treatise on Argumentation.
Trans. John Wilkinson and Purcell Weaver. Notre
Dame, IN: U of Notre Dame P, 1969.

Weaver, Richard M. “Language Is Sermonic.”
Language Is Sermonic: Richard M. Weaver on
the Nature of Rhetoric. Ed. Richard L.
Johannesen, Rennard Strickland, and Ralph T.
Eubanks. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State UP,
1970. 201-25.

Note: Essential readings are marked with an asterisk (*).
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