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)} CALIPARITO HEAD THE‘CATS

Former Memphis Head Coach John Calipari
Jumped ship in Memphis to take a whopping
eight year, 53165 million offer from the
University of Kentucky, making him the
highest pald coach in college basketball,
according to Slcom, Calipari went 137-14
over the last four years and led the Tigers to
four-straight Sweet 16 appearances.

")) EARTHQUAKE

Central ltaly awoke to a 58 magnitude
earthquake that killed 91, injured 1,500 and
left thousands more homeless, according
1o the Assoclated Press. The earthquake hit
Laquila and the surrounding towns in the
Apperine Valley region, destroying and
damaging several historic buildings in the
area.

)) THREE MASS SHOOTINGS

Thirteen people were executed Friday, after
Japanese immigrant liverly Vioong went on
a shooting rampage at the American Civic
Association in Binghamton, N.Y, according to
Fox Mews. Police' do not know the reason for
the shooting but Vioong had recently lost his
Jobat IBM

Richard Poplawski shot and killed three police
officers who were responding o a domestic
disturbance ¢all in Pittsburg Saturday,
according 1o/ CRS news. Friends of Poplawski
said that he was concemed with losing his
right to bear arms.

A Washington' man killed himself Saturday
after fatally shooting his five children when
his wife rold him that she was leaving him,
according 1o the Associated Press

» UNEMPLOYMENT BOOMS

Unemployment has reached its highest rate
in'the WS, in 25 years last month, according
10 the Associated Press. Mare than 13 million
Americans are cutrently jobless, accounting
for 8.5 percent of the poplilation.
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Unless you have beenexpelled,” commencement should leave you
with “clear eyes” for your future after aon address from Ben Stein,

AMAMDA SUELIVAN « LIFEI EDITOR

it (e 2008-2009 - academic
schiogl c:\mm,~ o aclose,
SeToT 1 prepanng for
whien they |||b¢..l~|r o busrry thiest

tassels and wss thesveaps in exultnon of graduanan.
Likewise, the Libesty Sdnunistration has started o

ready for gradivition; beg:

the commencement speaker.
The class of 2009% gradusion spesher will be Ben
Sarin, according b6 Ghiarcelios Jerry. Fabwell Jr
The dection-miking - process  began” severl
months ago with gl of 20 prospective spesken.
Eventudly the list yas whittled dov to the top three

potential spokaspersons:

Falwells final decision was based an 3 vanety
of text-message inguaries that were sent to vanous
senies, whiose responses helpéd shuged the outcome
of the decision

Sophomeore [ustin Sconand LU Online student

umienital

Jil Hanniey, Sean Hannity's w
m the sele
said that cersain faculry membérs such as Dr Elmer

Il He also

n process, according 1 F

speaker list, av' did Vice Chancellors

and Jonathan Falwell
Stezn was bom on

D

graduated from

0 econoim

uenbta Liiversity
hanors and a degree in ecanomses
| He g

on to atend Yabe Law Sche

the selection of

Yale i 1970, where he was elécred valedictopian by
e e

ACADEMIC
FREEDOM—

Ina scene from “Expelled -
No Intelligence Allowed,”
Ben ‘Stein explores  the
need for freedom in the
classroom.
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NEWS REPORTER

Liberty University’s purpose is to raise
up champions for Christ, and in the spirit
of that goal, Commuter Affairs recently
implemented the Lunch With a Professor
l‘l'l“\-"l'.”“.

The idea was read about in an academic
study and Vice President Mark Hine, Dr.
Boyd Rist and Liberty Dining approved
of it.

Theprogramallowsatleast four students

and a professor to visit the Reber Thomas

Marketin

Caroline Harrison
NEWS REPORTER

Capturing  lifes  lasting  memories

creatively” is the tagline that a team of

Liberty’s m.u']\'clmg students du.‘\-‘t‘h\pl.‘d
as part of their integrated marketing
communications plan for the Kodak
Gallery in the American  Marketing
Association  (AMA)  Collegiate  Case
L‘(““PL‘“[]U”.

The team won third place for its
proposal taking home a plaque, $1,500 and
invaluable experience. “The team came

back very excited about ideas for how to

grow the marketing association,” advisor

to the team, Kendrick Brunson said. The

team made its proposal before a panel of

Kodak executives on March 26 along with

seven other finalists. The University of

Pennsylvania took first place for the fourth
consecutive year. Liberty was one of three
universities that were hrst time finalists .
This outcome of getting to go to this
competition is going to engender national
|'L'L‘h};l\|tlu.1!1.' SMA Faculty Advisor Paul

[LUNCH WITH A PROFESSOR

Dining Hall for an interactive lunch where
the students must still purchase their meal,
but the professor is treated to a free lunch,
compliments of Liberty Dining.

While the program has already been
implemented, not many students know
about it, and Commuter Affairs plans to
promote it this fall

Liberty Administration  desires to
promote academic and spiritual excellence,
according to Larry Provost, director of
Commuter Affairs. This program is an
interaction

II‘I.'Ipt\Tl.lT'IT L'L‘I"i'lPOI‘IIJi'IT I'.Ol'

between faculty and students.

ICH IS ON LIBERTY DINING, |
FIT FROM WISDOM

Provost recognizes that much learning
takes place outside the classroom and many
students get their spiritual insight as well as
academic knowledge from their professors,
He said that this program was designed
to encourage professors and students to
connect outside of the classroom.

“We have told faculty that this is not to,
possibly, get a free meal, but rather a way to
pour into their students academically and
spiritually” Provost said.

Contact Sarah Blanzy at
seblanzy@liberty.edu.

Young said.

Achieving national recognition wasagoal
included in the marketing department’s five-
year- plan, according to Young,

“You don't realize how competitive it is
until you actually go to this competition
and the conference in general senior
Noah Barnett said.

"The team of six students included Louis
Shakkour, Richard Sweeney, Hannah
Tettenburn, Tania Blanco, Barnett and
Lauren Doyle.

‘The conference provided Liberty's team
with an opportunity to see how marketing
teams from other universities promote
products and work together, said Blanco
who aided in secondary research for the
team and helped design the model Web
site for Kodak Gallery.

Brunson hopes to expand and diversify
next year’s team. Although the core of the
team will remain marketing students, a
few students from other majors including
graphic design will be included. Juniors
will be allowed to compete next year as
well. Bringing juniors to the competition

Fashion show s

upports mission house

g team places third

provides experienced seniors for the
following year, according to Brunson.

The case competition was one of many
competitions in the 2009 annual AMA
National Convention. Over 1,300 college
students attended the conference.

"It was just great to see how all of these
marketing students come together once
a year with this passion that we have in
common, Blanco said.

Participating in the AMA Collegiate
Convention is also a great networking
opportunity, according to  Brunson.
Many businesses set up booths and even
took student resumes at the beginning of
the conference. For some, that led to an
interview. Blanco received a job interview
with the ].M. Smucker Company.

For Barnett, the highlight of the event
was the learning experience. The AMA
case competition allows college students
to make proposals to real- world clients.

Contact Caroline Harrison at
ctharrison@liberty.edu.

Amanda Thomason

Soccer raises Cyprus funding

Natalie Lozano
NEWS EDITOR

In a strange role reversal, the Liberty
mens soccer team cheered on its fans at
the Reber-Thomas Dining Hall last week
in its successful effort to raise $10,000 for
the mission trip to Cyprus this summer.
The team yelled all week for donations and
challenged passers-by to pray.

“The Liberty students all gave above
what we could.have asked for, so that was
awesome; junior Chris Mandell said.

The team was caught off guard recently
when they learned they had to buy plane
tickets by April 7.

“Realizing we only had 10 days left to
raise support, our team as a whole decided
to fast for about 24 hours;” freshman Chris
Phillips said. “(Raising) $1,000 a day just
seemed impossible, but we took our case
before God and started to wait for a mir-
acle”

According to NCAA rules, a team is lim-
ited to one overseas trip every four years,

and typically teams go to compete interna-
tionally. The team is still using their feet on
the field, but will be doing so as a means of
sharing the gospel. Northern Cyprus is pri-
marily Muslim and closed to the gospel.

“We hope that by using soccer we will be
able to gain their respect enough to build a
relationship with them so that we can then
share the gospel,” Phillips said.

“Currently, there is only a handful of be-
lieversin Cyprus,” sophomore Thad Taylor
said. “We pray that God uses us to begin a
movement in this country and that more
believers will follow in our footsteps to Cy-
prus.

‘The entire team, except those injured or
in summer school, will leave May 11 and
return June 3, according to Taylor.

Although the $10,000 goal was met,
money still needs to be raised to cover the
cost of food and other incidentals.

To donate, contact the Assistant Coach
Dean Short at dedshort@liberty.edu.

Contact Natalie Lozano at
nalozano@liberty.edu.

!\I‘gl.ll'l‘nt'ﬂth were pl’L‘SL‘ﬂtL‘d as a team, \\'}‘Il‘f rt‘ﬂk

FasHioN SHow AwARDS

151 PLace — CaROLYN MARCELO
2ND Prace — Lestey Vannoy
3RD PLACE — HANNAH SWANSON
PeorLe's CHolce — KaTIE FATH

More than 1,000 peopleattended
the 3rd annual FACS Fashion
show held in the Schilling Center
on Friday night. The cost of
attendence was $5, which will be
used to support the missionary
Liberty  Village
that FACS students recently
rennovated, according to junior

house in

Regina Eng.

NEWS REPORTER
" After spending months working on legal briefs and
preparing their oral arguments, third-year law student
Carrie Mitchell and second-year law student Ben
Walton presented their cases in the National Moot
Court Tournament. The team advanced to the Octa-
finals where they lost to Texas Tech on a split ballot,
according to the Director of the Center for Lawyering
Skills, Scott Thompson.

“(Mitchell and Walton) finished the season as one
of the top 16 Moot Court teams in the country, and
inthe top 10 percent of all teams that competed in the
ABA tournament,” Thompson said.

Mitchell and Walton received the title of regional
champions at the competition on March 21 in
Washington, DC. out of the 187 teams from 110 law
schools across the country. Only 24 teams from 22 [aw

LIBERTYCHAMPION
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questions from a bench of three to five court room
judges. Mitchell and Walton felt confident in the
questioning because of their previous experience with
nine judges at one time. Each competitor received 15
minutes to present their cases. During this time the
judges are able to chime in with any question they
have at any time they desire.

“As a coach, 1 could not be more proud of what this
team-accomplished. They argued as well as any team
at the tournament and glorified God with both the use
of their talents and their demeanor throughout. Itwas
a pleasure to coach them and to represent Liberty at
the National Championships,” Thompson said.

The judges had a bench brief that included
information about arguments that the competitors
could or should have been making. Dialogue with the
court during the presentation of the oral argument
was conducted in a formal way to answer the judges’
questions in an academig conversation setting,

“Ben and I have a lot of fun doing moot: We have
really enjoyed ‘working together, and Professor
Thompson is a phenomenal coach that we are so
blessed to be coached by — we could not ask for
a better, more dedicated mentor for this process’
Mitchell said. “Our ultimate goal in everything we
do is to bring glory to the Lord,and being given this
opportunity to go to nationals provided us with a

more prominent stage to do so

Contact AmandaThomason at
ahthomason@liberty.edu.

Editor’s Correction: The announced article profiling Patrick Andrews is not running in
this week’s edition. The article is anticipated to run in an upcoming issue.
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Red Event |

Danielle Talbert
LIFE! REPORTER

]I“Jgint‘ a \\'0r|d \\'hcm .l" ChlIdI’CI‘: l'l\'l\-'l.1
the ability to be kids, instead of having to
fight for their freedom. Now, imagine the
courtyard of DeMoss filled with more than

200 college students gathered together
to support one great cause — to end the
child sex trade.

The Helms School of Government and
the Liberty School of Law banded together
to host the Red Event, a concert with a
cause, this past weekend. The free concert
on April 3 featured The Fostered, Point of
Honor, Humble TLP. and The Rory Tyer
Band. The mix oflight Christian rock, hard
rock, Christian rap and acoustic folk music
drew a broad spectrum of students for the
same cause.

‘It was for a great cause — a lot of
time was spent getting the word out;
sophomore Nick Pavlovic said. “1 think the
ultimate goal to educate was achieved. |
definitely learned a lot this weekend”

“The Red Event did a fantastic job of
breaking the grip of apathy that currently
affects many Liberty students, senior
Matthew Raposas said. ‘T believe that this

News

"WE STILL NEED TO STAND STRONG'WITH
DECLARE THAT THIS EVIE MUST BE

cause is an important one. In cluninatmg
the evils of the child sex trade and human
traficking, we help preserve the innocence
that these women and children should be
entitled to, regardless of poverty and other
issues.”

Throughout the world, children as young
as three years old are being sold for human
trafficking. In fact, it is the second largest
and fastest-growing cniminal industry in the
world, according to an article posted on the
Polaris Project Web site at polarisproject.
org. When many people think of human
trafficking, they may think of poor third
world countries. What many do not realize
is that Thailand is the number one country
involved in the trade, with America close
behind in third place, according to Dave
Peterson, president of the Criminal Justice
Students Club (CJSC) here on campus.

The goal of the event was to get
students informed and show them how

ST OPPEW:,

to get involved in stopping the vicious
trade. Local and campus clubs, including
Give Us Names, Freedom 4/24 and
Smile4Africa, had booths set up at Friday's
event. The sponsors believe that if secular
organizations do a lot to combat the sex
trade, then Christians should do more
“This was all done by grace,” Criminal

Justice Club ‘Treasurer Sarah Robbins said.

“This big of event does not just happen
The bands (and organizations) worked
great with us and we had a ton of students
volunteer their time to help us out”

The events did not end with just the
concerts. A symposium was held Saturday
that featured organizations that currently
fight sex trade, such as the SOLD Project.
International Justice Mission (IJM), the
Polaris Project and Operation Blue Ridge
Thunder, A documentary video revealed
the truths behind the child sex trade

‘The CJSC, whichis new this year, put on

Honors scholarship challenges dedicated students

Daniel Martinez
NEWS REPORTER

Tomany Liberty University students, the
i_dm ofa 25-page paper featuring citations
from at least 20 authoritative sources is
enough to make them run in the opposite
direction. However, that assignment - an
honors thesis - is the price some Liberty
students have to pay in order to receive,
among other benefits, upwards of $15,000
in Anancial aid over the course of four
academic years.

This semester, more than 480 students
among them individuals from 41 different
states and four foreign countries - are
paying that price and receiving that benefit
asa part of the Liberty Honors Program.

According to Maria Childress, the
honors program secretary, the honors
program is “an academic and scholarship
program designed to provide highly
motivated students ofabove average ability
the opportunity to achieve their highest
intellectual and creative potential”

Other than approximately $3,750
per year in scholarships, students in
the honors program lay claim to early
registration for classes and the chance
to be specially mentored by professors
within the department aligned with their
major. Students in the curriculum can also
apply for the National Merit Scholarship,
finalists for which receive financial aid
covering their tuition, room and board in
full. Thirty-four Liberty students currently
enjoy that perk

‘The yearly financial aid is nearly one-
fifth of a year’s tuition and is considered the
primary benefit of the honors program.

‘At first, I applied to the Honors Program
simply to get a scholarship and ease my
financial burden,” junior Justin Melvin
said. “But, scholarship aside, being in the
Honors Program enables me to be a better-
rounded student academically”

‘I knew that, in order to stay at [.IL‘L’I'(_\}
[ needed to get more scholarships,” senior

Levi Baker said. “Iapplied for the honors

VERY HONORED — Honors Director James Nutter rests his arm on a
stack of published senior honors theses.

program my freshman year and was
accepted.”

Students who need financial assistance
and will not shy away from what junior
Ben Taylor called a “relatively little amount
of extra work,” can start applying for the
program their freshman year and continue
to do so until the beginning of their
sophomore year.

‘The Honors Program also has a special
residence at Liberty, with office placement
on the third floor of DeMoss, which boasts
a lounge and complementary coffee bar
for the use of students in the program.

SUI“U extra \\'U'l'l"\ m \.‘L\.\!\l"\ is |'l_'k]l'|.|||'L.'l.I
of students in the programy, but the most
prominent assignment is undoubtedly
the thesis, which is due by March I of the
student’s senior year, Students can choose
a topic within their major, and receive
help from overseeing faculty
members as they work
through it.  Despite the
seemingly heavy workload
of the assignment, Baker
has completed and turned
in three of the tour drafts of
his thesis based on Romans
5-8.
hardest

“The part s

starting the research and

SUwmwer 1s r.ominj.

cA=bsolscte

Hours of Operation;

Monday through Thursday B8.00 AM - 8.00 PM
Friday 8.00 AM - 7.00 PM

Saturday 8.00 AM - 4 00 PM

Sunday 12:00 PM - 500 PM

Madison Heights, VA 24572

(434) 528-0850

4541 Amherst Hwy

typing the first page. It is a ot less difficult
than it sounds,” Baker said.

Melvinadded that the program, despite
the label of honors, “does not imply added
stress unnecessary to one’s life!

‘Do it Taylor said as advice to students

contemplatingjoining the honors program,

citing the scholarship and professor

interaction as benefits.

Students will gain a “more in-depth
knowledge of their major” and an edge
on the competition for entering graduate
school and the job market, according to
Childress

Details on applying to the Honors
Program can be found on the Web page
thatcanbe accessed through the academics

link at libertyedu.

Contact Daniel Martinez at
dpmartinez@liberty.edu.
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DOWNTOWN
CONTINUED FROM A1

‘The first shooting on March 8 was the
result of a physical confrontation at the
Waterfalls Fine Diningrestaurant,according
wsls.com. The male victim, i"_ was treated
for gunshot wounds to the face and chest
at Lynchburg General Hospital. ‘The two
gunmen, Radney Johnson Jr. and Atton
Patterson, were arrested an March 26

The next shooting, March 22, occurred
on 218 Race St .1L'L'l\l'\llng wils.com
Two unknown gunmen, possibly using
automatic weapons, drove by 57 -vear-old
Clarence Baldwin’s home and opened fire
wounding him in the head. Baldwin was
later released from the | \'IlL]li‘lII'E: Cieneral
Hospital. Both gunmen are'still at large, and
their motive is currently unknown,

Another shooting occurred later that
day when several gunmen fired from
their vehicles at a Madison Street home
wounding both Ronald William Slaughter
and Keionca Nicole Miles, according to
wslscom. One of the shooters, Marcus
Miller, was arrested on March 23

‘The most recent »hnmmg oceurred
March 25, near the Z-market on Park

.'\\L‘“UL‘. .|.L.LU|'L1||]:; (4] \\‘11‘\.\.'\111]. _1\‘}”"
Hunter Alexander and Vincent Patrick
Gilbert were arguing when  Gilbert

reportedly shot Alexander in the mouth
Alexander then drove himselfto Lyne hburg
Police Department and was hospitalized
Gilbert later surrendered to police

The violence continued on April 3 a
the Miles Market on Rivermont Avenue
(e .‘I'L!I]“‘;f“ to  newsadvancecom An

altercation

ACGCOLEECT DV

MATTHEW

VOICI AND
RAPOSAS

the event as one of their outreaches to let
students know that criminal justice does
not stop with the courtroom. ‘The club
verse is Psalm 82: 34, “Defend the cause
of the weak and fatherless; mamtain the
rights of the poor and oppressed. Rescue
[hi' W l..'<|L' .1”\[ |1\'l"\i\ : (1l'||\'t"| ”].L']” h(“n !l\l.'
hand of the wicked!

Just Red

Li‘l\\hl‘rllll [R1411 N\'.lhh for justice ,‘mL{

because the Event  has
restoration for those atfected by this evil
should not subside Raposas saict, We still
need to stand strong with a collective voice,
and declare that this evil must b \'.‘1]11\11
For information on how te get mvolved,
contact Dave Peterson at l'.l\;}'vh'lwnuf'

libertyedu

Contact Danielle Talbert at
detalbert@liberty.edu,

SAFETY TIPS
For the

downtown area, Houck ﬁu:,gx;::}.iud G.ll];'l)-'

students  venturing  into
tips to help avoid unwanted situations:
e Traveling in groups offers more
protection, and the daytime is always
safer than the nighttime.

» Avoid drawing unwanted attention by
not carrying lots of money or jewelry,

»  Most

confrontational

importantly, do not  be
If you have to walk

off, that is hne,” Houck said. “Trust your

mstinets, [F(the situation) does not feel

right, then it probably is not right”
IlHllLiu'._l_; mimor imunes. LeRoy defended
himself with a piece of broken :._1|.1\\. badly
cuting Anthony's face.  Both men were
hospitalized and are recovering,

|‘\"-':‘I'.r 1 recent \E-'|l' n violence in

ZI.L' downtown area, the Ly [hhl‘ll]\_‘- ‘llllu.'
|

1
JIC \il’lﬂl_'_ Vel '\||-'1|ii‘.' they

can to ensure
the publics safety, according to wsls.com
l‘”lu‘l\. -.\I“ |.l‘L'||\ an 'i'u' dreds IL‘L\'I‘l!]\
struck with violence

Downtown Lynchburg has many fine
restaurants and shops and [ go: there at

times, Liberty University Police Chuet

1 11 N +
Richard Hinkley sud. “No matter where
:
anyone goes they should take precautions

[ravel n groups, have a cell

to stay sak
|‘ 10N 11 Case OF i emergency; a0d go

places (vou) know

Contact Matthew Coleman at
mcolemanaliberty.edu.
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- Less than 10 min from LU
- On City Bus Route,
- 2009 Lakeside Drive

-2 BR, 2 1/2 BA with garage

- Only $900 a month

Call (434) 385-1391

www.dszechini.com

DSZ Properties, LC

stop at entrance

MISSIONS TRIP SPECIAL!

Save 25% on all purchases used for any missions outreach
sponsored by LU. Get completely outfitted. Receive expert
advice from our experienced Christian staff.

——— ——

NoRTARY

Lynchburg’s biggest
selection of The
North Face gear
and apparel.
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A Trojan horse of a di

Drew Menard
COPY EDITOR

‘The battle of ‘Troy came to its gruesome
finale after the Achaeans covertly hid them-
selves within a wooden horse in order to
breach their enemy’s impenetrable walls.
Recently, the War on Terror has ended, or
s0 we are led to believe, through a similar
sort of trickery, nestled deep within the
bowels of a cleverly disguised euphemism.

Last week, the Pentagon received a memo
from the Department of Defense’s office of
security review, stating that “this admin-
istration prefers to avoid using the term
‘Long War’ or ‘Global War on Terror,” ac-
cording to the Washington Post.

In lieu of such unpleasant terms, the
memo said, “Please use ‘Overseas Contin-
gency Operation.”

Boom. Bang. Voila. The War on Terror is
now over. Americas Trojan horse is now in
place. However; in this case, the Depart-
ment of Defense is not hiding in their giant
wooden horse. They are hiding behind it.

One of the issues [ strongly supported
President Barack Obama on during his
presidential campaign was his stance on
the war,

“Immediately upon taking office, Obama
will give his Secretary of Defense and mili-
tary commanders a new mission in Iraq:
successtully ending the war. The removal of
our troops will be responsible and phased,”
Obama’s campaign Web site stated.

Apparently, “successtully ending” a war
entails re-naming it so that the American
people will believe that the war is indeed
over. This contemporary wooden horse
is cleverly designed to disguise truth, in
order to deceive those who live within
the “mighty fortress” of America’s borders
so that they will feel safe and secure once
again.

I am not saying that we should let the
government manipulate us with fear (as |
believe the Bush administration was guilty
of ), however, | do not believe that we
should allow it to manipulate us with can-
dy-coated phrases, either. Especially when
the candy coating is hilled with splinters.

How dumb does Washington think
Americans are? Does someone up on
Capitol Hill honestly think that the war
will just disappear if we start calling it a
‘contingency”?

Contingency, as defined by dictionary.
com, is, “dependence on chance . ... uncer-
tainty ... a chance accident or possibility ...
(or) m.nncthl.ngmudum.tl toa lhmg."

Someone must have put the wooden

horse together with scotch tape and card-

board, because Americas success in the
Middle East has now been reduced to un-
certainty and chance.

Or, perhaps the Obama administration
was referring to the last part of the defini-
tion. America is no‘longer fighting a War

(= = L=

on Terror, but rather doing “something in-
= k=
cidental to a thing” [ hope no more ‘things’
L= w
slip past airport security, or we could have
a major global “incidental something” on
our hands.

In all fairness to Obamas administration
(ves, I am being facetious), Homeland Se-
curity Secretary Janet Napaolitano said, in
an interview with Spiegel Online, that the
administration wants “to move away from

the politics of fear toward a policy of being

prepared for all risks that can occur”
Kudos to them for trying, but there is a
terrible flaw in the Obama administration’s
strategy: its aim. If Americans are the ones
behind the giant walls of defense, then why
is the Department of Defense directing its
covert ops towards them? If they are try-
ing to end a war on terror, the government
should be focusing its time and energy on
infiltrating the enemy, not riding into town
in a wooden pony hoping everyone will
forget about what is actually going on.
After $864 billion (funds allocated to
the War on Terror since Sept. 11, 2001),
according to a recent Congressional Re-
search Service report, the best solution

the government could come up with to

end the war was give it a new name. It only
took a few planks and some nails to forge
the right words together, and now a giant
wooden horse beckons to Americans.

*(Obama) seeks to turn the ‘War on
Terror” into a simple accounting prob-
lem," John Oliver said on the Daily Show.
‘And by calling the complete meltdown of
Americas economy the ‘bank stabilization
plan; hes tumned an accounting problem
into a simple balance issue”

And the tactical war-ending linguistics do
not stop there.

In a recent spccch. Napaolitano referred
to “terrorism” as ‘man-caused disasters.”

| feel safer already: The recent threats on
Washington, D.C. have lost their sting now

T "\“‘

erent color

that I read them in context - the worst
thing a “man-caused disasterist” can do is
“man-cause” a disaster. That doesn't sound
so bad.

[ do notknow ifusing rotting planks is the
best way to support an army inside a giam
steed, especially when that decoy is being
used to thwart the understanding of its
own brethren. America’s Trojan horse
excuse me, Americas concealed stratagem

needs a new direction, one which does
not seek to deceive the hardworking peo-
ple who have been supporting the cause all
along.

Contact Drew Menard at
ajmenard@liberty.edu.
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I drove in to school Friday morning

Emily DeFosse
OPINION REPORTER

under the impression that it would be
like any other day. As soon as I got within
view of the campus, however, frustration
began to swell within me as | realized it was
College for a Weekend (CFAW). T waited
as patiently as 1 could in slow moving
trafhc. Class started at 11:25.

It was 11:15.

11:20. 1 finally made it to the parking lot
to find every spot filled with church busses,
family minivans and the vehicles of fellow
commuters who were smart enough to get
to campus earlier than [ was

11:25. | circled the parking lot, for

what seemed like hours (it was only five

W: CRRZY for o

minutes). Finally, I spotted a girl in the
distance walking towards a car Like a
lion hunting its prey 1 pounced on the
gas pedal and turned the wheel with great
determination. | got behind the girl and
followed behind her until she arrived at
her car and pulled out of her spot. I pulled
in before the SUV that just arrived at the
scene could steal the spot.

| grabbed my backpack from the
passenger seat and began a fast paced walk
towards DeMoss. | walked past parents
taking pictures of their children drinking
from the collegiate water fountain, walking
along the collegiate sidewalk and standing
next to the collegiate tree.

| finally arrived at my creative writing
class, eight minutes late. 1 walked in

prepared to take my seat only to find the

small 20-seat classroom overtaken by
CFAWers. There were students sitting on
the floor and extra chairs had been brought
in, _

I took a deep breath and let out my
frustration. CFAW is a nuisance. Trathc,
no parking, no seats in class or convocation
and living with high school students who
just want to have fun and goof off at three
in the morning when you are scrambling to
finish a 10-page paper due in the morning.

CFAW is a headache and a pain, but
without it thousands of students may have
decided to go elsewhere to receive their
education. [ was a CFAWer once, though
it seems like many years ago. | remember
knocking on my host's door at 3 am. after
a night of excitement while she had been
up all night studying like a responsible

Weekend

student.

Today, as students and parents waited in
the long check-in line, I walked around to
try and figure out what it is that draws so
many people to CFAW.

Anushka Bester came from Northern
Virginia to discover what life at Liberty
is really like as she is enrolled for the fall
semester.

Bester knows that Liberty has a unique
Christian mission and came to discover
first hand how that is lived out on campus.

Students are not the only people
checking out Liberty this weekend.

Zarents and youth leaders have traveled
with the students to make sure that Liberty
is the kind of place they want to send the
students they care about.

Celina Che, a mother from Florida

traveled to Liberty with her daughter to
attend CFAW,

“So far so good” Che said. “The
volunteers have been friendly and helpful”

CFAWers and their guests get a great
firstimpression of Liberty when they arrive
and hopefully that impression remains
throughout the weekend.
- It may be frustrating to share our campus
with so many live-in guests for a weekend.
It is more than just a recruiting tool,
however. It is a chance for us as a student
body to share the love of Christ with those
who may join us one day. Ifnothing else, it
is a great time to take advantage of the extra
excitement a CFAW weekend brings.

Contact Emily DeFosse at
ebdefosse@liberty.edu.

The Office is one of my favorite television
shows. I am a huge fan of dry humor, and
combined with awkard silences, practical
jokes and office drama, the show creates
considerable entertainment on a Thursday
night. My enjoyment of the show overflows
to tangible references, as two of my walls
are adorned with ‘The Office-themed
memorabilia (come visit if you want to take
a tour). The funny thing is, I can relate to a
lot of the idiosyncrasies that are portrayed in

the Scranton branch of Dunder-Mifflin Paper
Company, because my home away from home

is an office inside an office. The Champion
office, that is.

Pranks are pulled all the time in DeMoss
1035. During the Christmas season, our
senior design editor decided to put up a fake
tree and adorn it with two million twinkly
lights. It was pretty, until | opened my office
door vne day in late January to find the tree

taking up most of the space inside. Needless

to say, it showed up in the prankster’s office
soon after. Jim Halpert would be proud.

The Champion office is filled with people
from all areas of talent, wit and personality.
The opinion editor is a self-proclaimed
“compulsive storyteller,” and does whatever
he can to make life more interesting and off-
the-wall. I mean, when I get a text that reads,
“Bake-It, report to the Champion office and
bring us food. Natalie is goinginto a berserker
hunger rage,” I can only wonder if the office
will still be standing when [ come in to mark
up second edits, He also has a not-so-secret
obsession with leprechauns, which is always
cause for laughter whenever they pop up in
one of his articles,

Mrs. Huff, the Champion adviser, is a
wiser version of Michael Scott, the Scranton
office manager made famous by Steve Carell
If a story is marked up with purple pen, it is
understood that it crossed her desk at some

pointin time. At any time during a production

day, she can be heard saying, “What can |
look at?” or “It’s six o’ clock! Why is this page
blank?” Another common exclamation is,
“Tiiiitiim!" for all the reasons mentioned in
the previous paragraph.

However, our office is almost like a family,
too. On my birthday, the staff surprised me
during a meeting with a huge cookie cake
that read, “Happy birthday, Baker.” This was
an awesome surprise, and the sugar definitely
livened up the meeting quite a bit. We are
there for each other when one person gets a
bad grade, scores aninternship oris mourning
the implosion of his March Madness bracket.

So, whenever you walk into the Champion
office, be sure to glance at the “Office” placard
that the news editor aflixed to the front and
center of the door. You might not leave the

same as you were when you entered.

To read more From the Desk articles, visit

fromthedesk-baker.blogspot.com.
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NEWSPAPERQCALYPSE s tis the cna

Mitchell Malcheff
CONTRIBUTING EDITOR

Tick, tick, tick. The clock is running out )
on newspapers as the click, click, click of
computer mouses grows ever louder. Andif
the trend toward Internet news continues,
the click of moving mouses is threatening
to drown out the sound of rustling pages.

The death knell has already sounded
for the Rocky Mountain News, the Seattle
Post-Intelligencer and the Christian
Science Monitor. The Chicago Sun-Times
and Chicago Tribune are bankrupt, the
Washington Post and New York Times
are shedding jobs faster than Angelina Jolie
can adopt babies and beat reporters are
being replaced by bloggers.

‘The Web site Paper Cuts, (I shudder
that I chose an Internet source for this
story), which tracks the newspaper
industry, states that 7,468 positions in the
newspaper industry have been eliminated
this year, and it's only April. At this rate,
30,000 newspaper jobs will disappear by
the end of this year.

So how is the newspaper biz, once
considered so essential to democracy,
supposed to stave offextinction? Perhaps it
can takea page from the Blob, thatinfamous
movie from the 1950s that featured an
dl“Ol'PhﬂuS creature ﬁ'ﬂl'l'l outer SPJCE [hi‘t
engulfed everything in its path.

To make a long and rather boring story
short, the Blob was eventually stopped
when the brave citizens of Downington,
Pa, including a young and dashing Steve

McQueen (ask your parents), discovered
that only extreme cold could “stop the
horror!” Sprayed with a fire extinguisher,
the Blob turned into an extremely cold and
frozen Blob, capable only of icing down
a delicious glass of lemonade on a hot
Pennsylvania afternoon. The government

R R R I i e T e g
IFITAINT
FREE. I AINT

PAYING FOR IT.

EES00 Ve si b R T ) e il
dropped the Blobbish icicle in the Arctic
and the audience was left with these
chilling words — the end?

So if the Internet is the news business’
personal Blob, there must be a way to kill
it or at the very least freeze it until it comes
back tolife and terrorizes the world again, as
the Blob did 14 years later in Los Angeles,
hence the question mark at the end of Blob
numero uno. (Hats off Hollywood for very
clever and painfully obvious marketing, ).

"The obviouslesson, then, is that extreme
cold will not kill the Internet. It is simply
too powerful.

The answer in the short term is that
i'l(‘.‘\\'spcll."el's must Il;’[lrn tosurviveinan .‘Iicn
environment. The Internet has created an
on-demand world that even a daily paper
just cannot keep up with. Updates assault

your browser, Blackberry and inbox by the
minute.

Besides the update onslaught, the
Internet has created an attitude of “ifit ain't
free, [ain't paying forit” The biggest mistake
that papers made when they migrated
online was that content was free from the
get-go. The time has passed when perhaps
a few cents could have been charged per
article or a monthly oryearly fee could

haw: hL‘t‘I‘I AHSL’HNL’CI for online access to

any of the major newspapers. And even if

papers did charge, there are enough free
sites available that most would just move
elsewhere to keep up with the Octomom
and other stories of national importance
(whao's winning Dancing with the Stars, by
the way?).

Newspapers will figure it out and
eventually put an end to the Blobs “reign
of terror.” Or maybe they will be forced to
hitch a ride on his slimy back. Either way, in
a free society, there is and always has been
a need for newspapers willing to keep a
watchful on Washington and other power
centers, keeping citizens informed of news
that they need. Blogging has its advantages
to be sure ... wait a second, if you change
the gin blogto a b, “It spells Blob! It's back!
Ahhhhhhhhhhh!®

Contact Mitchell Malcheff at
mjmalcheff@liberty.edu.

From the ashes:
Lessons learned from tragedy

Tracy Palmer
GUEST WRITER

dirty clothesbasket to grab the Nike hoodie
that I love, then ran back to the window
and started pulling myself up outside the

Sunday, March 22, I slept in. It must
have been about 12:30 pm. when | woke

window to try to get out.

Within 30 seconds, the fire fighters
up from the sound of gn'i yelling in my  came. :
backyard. In my bedroom, I stumbled to
the window next to my bed and peeked

through the blind to find two girls yelling

['yelled, "I'm up here!”

“Go get a ladder!” a firefighter yelled. It
seemed like minutes, but then he came and
as if there was a fire. | opened my window  Igot on that ladder as fast as I could and got
and asked if my apartment was on fire.  away from that house. Tons of people were
They said “yes” and ran away. I thought of

my sister.

asking me questions and giving me their
number. The Red Cross gave my sister and
“Where is she and is anyone here [ three free nights at the Days Inn. We slept
besides me?” there and moved to a new apartment on
March 25 off of Sandusky and Timberlake
Road.

My father’s home insurance is going to

I went to my door and did not see any
smoke coming into my room, felt the
doorknob to feel if it was hot, opened
the door, called for my sister and looked  coverourapartmentsloss. I'mstillthanking
around just outside my door to see smoke  God for my life. I'm still trying to put my life
coming up the stairs and heard the sound ~ back together. My sister lost everything
of the fire alarm from down stairs. I'started — her room was ash, Her clothes, computer,
thinking fast. I'm pretty sure my heart was ~ school work, two TVs and many more
pounding. | could hear the sound of my  possessions were destroyed. My clothes
apartment on fire. 1 closed the door and

| think

I told the lady on the phone my house was

were all wet and damaged by the smoke.
grabbed my phone. 1 called 911 Liberty students donated some clothing
for us and my father flew from Idaho to
on fire:and I was still in it and thatitis on  help us find a new place and get a few
Watergate drive. Then I hung up pushed  general things just to live.
my screen window out, and yelled for help. | went back today and realized what
A man showed up out of nowhere and he h.]plwnvd to me was a I'L'JI!I}' check.

said, “Stay there, stay there!” [ ran to my
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- CHRIS WILSON

Food waste in the United States is the

Student Value Menu
$199
#1 | #2 | #3 | #4
or 1-Topping Pizza | | Pizasa20e Soda ChoesoPiza | | i Shessvaread
code 9601 code 9602 code 0603 ceds 9604
Student Value Menu #5 #6
$8.99 "o | | smreitee | [oromine aas
' Sota 5645, “ins || code 9607
Sunday - Thurstay 10:30am - Tam
Friday & Saturday 10:302m - 2am
Domino's Pizza "Official Pizza of Liberty Flames Athletics”
434-231-1188
5501 Fort Ave

NOW HIRING Part Time Dellvery Drivers

Give us a call at 434-528-0040 or visit us online at www.ideal-storage.com

Climate or Non-Climate le :
Sizes available for any need e
1 mile from LIBERTY UNIVERS

IF WE DON'T BEAT THE
LOCAL COMPETITOR V

\

2564 Youny Place

Lynchburg, VA 2458501

]

largest component of discarded waste
hy weight. (CNN online, 9/24/07) ‘

On average, 1/3 pound of food is wasted
per student per day in the Reber Thomas
Dining Hall alone!

In an effort to reduce the amount of food
wasted each day at Reber Thomas, Dining
services will be tracking food waste from

April 6th - April 28th

Look for tracking resuits near the dish
return and on the large LED screen in the
middie of Reber!

Do your part and only take what
you will eat!

Sy

| LJ Q
~the simplest way to dine on campus!

Simply present this coupon to any Reber Thomas
Dining Hall cashier to receive 50% off a resident

dining meal purchase, and to activate your CINCH
membership /SO ELY (£

S(0% ©)F[F (s &) “ClINIE
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Liberty’s College Democrats are “Up-and-Coming”

Republicars and a Coll
scademic unavers

its great for stud

dties to e

needy people r

burmer Diaz | Ys mission

on the campus w dents o take
action in Lynch own local
cammun bester reflect
Christ in th

The College
Relations [

YD - Conve: ath - LI this organizat
dent Brian D k

Fublic

sees

Lee Sandy
NEWS REPORTER

they will gointo after they gradiiate”
The LUCD will Tsold its nexs meeting
Apnl 21, For mare information; visit the
Liberty Unwversity College Democrats
Facebook page.

At acomention an the camput
of the University of Virgiriea last, week,

can have an open

and |nn|:mr rlm G will have in the  Republican
fuature.

TWhat a better way for Liberty students

Contact Lee Sandy at
rasandy@liberty edi

MIHELIC ;
CONTINUED FROM A1

The first bill a5 SGA. president. thaf
Miliehic wants to see passed 15 a petition
formorelighting near the dorms. Mihelics
ihuin capasgn goal is 10 get thie student

dy mare involved m having a voice od
issises. Bt Mihebic did ot wais

he was elected president 1o make s
difference. Mibelic recently proposed s ball

10 SGA that, i pased, woald allow SGA ta
e P M ey

the canspus student orgamzations Mihelid
said that he belicves that student: groups
enhance’ the educational experience. s&
Isewants:tosee SIGA be able to help it
then with the meins necessary o sipport
theit catises: :

ke tosee SGA help out student
riraps Afthis bill gets passed all b the way
then it will veally help bring ail the groups
together and help them be sble to do more
for thest differenit causes? Vice President
of Students Behind  our Soldiers ]_mr:i
Blankenship said.

Sentor Kyle Kronenberger said thir e
siever really heard amything abdat SGA
the entire simie that the's been b Liberry
Kronenberger 14 gradusing this. Maf
and said that he hapes SGA will be ible
o be mare vocal and more active in likg
amvplvement with I:h'crt:c

°L never 'even hear about 'SGA unhil
the. presidsitial - dhections” soplmmare
Amanda Lovell said

Dresmead, whio was alio o candidate for
SGA president, addressed this izsue

*Many students | have talked to have no
idea what SGA s det alone what it does
This is 4 serious issue [ wish to resblve’ e
sl

Desmond  has' been honing  his
leadership- shills by serving as 3 senator
for SCGA Desmiond has also beena prayer
Teader and s lid several mission trps
throughout his hagh school and college
yeirs

The.other candidate for SGA president
was Matthew MceCain, who was running
swith Anthiony Pamplin for vice president
MeCain currently serves as wice president
F Student Services for SGA aiid said he
wanies to- attend kv school and: start a

Farmuly after graduation

Ihe other two election winners, Zosh
and Wb, both exprested excatement st
the wictory,

“When | saw the hard work of ou

supporters, and reahzed how nisch they
were sacrificing fir the campasgn | knew
I'had 3 good shot at winming,” Webb sid
“That being said, | campasgned aganst a
wery srong candidate in Anthony Pamplin,

and [enew it would be close™
Contact Mandi Forth at
ajforthésliberty edu.
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" Invites you to join
them for an Evening of
Performance in Literature

This year's theme:
Adventures in Storytelling

The event will be held in
DeMoss 1113 on

? US.Cellular | sty L

believe in something better
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SOFTBALL SWEEPS CSU
2009 OPENING DAY FEVER
ROCKIN' INTERVIEW

MCKAY
HEADS FOR
THE "VILLE

Accepts job as UVa Assistant
||BIWiLLIAMS,SPORTSREPORTER’ &J .

g widie and | fee|
that we are supposed tostart 3 |.uml.1l ter
In my pmlmmml career - ane th
not involve me a he
time” McKay said “Mot- many people
volantarily leave a head coschin

position

ime an 2 I speaks to my

ship with Casich Bennett and the

e n assisting him o

ay ofered nothing but high prase
administration

alopg with many othes
oy MecKay's declsion to |
high praise to the man whom h
two aga

“While thas decision was 4 s
to 1 all, 1 have great respect for Ritchie
Mekay and wish his famly the very best
25 they open another chapter i ther
lives. B i during ar interview
EsbertyF
the entire Libesty family when 1 offer my

excom 1 elieve | spedk for

the salid

appreciation to Coach McKay f
foundation he broight o our prograny. |

loves Liberty Liniversity and

an. Farst, freshinan

i Floyd announced he
will transfer for’ what was  described
45 personal reassns. fust diys afer the

BASKETBALL -

ltis
That is the
with the o

VET T )
ory of the mens

the team w
finals be

Bats get hot as Lady Flamas bresk out
brooms ana sweep Charleston Suurhsrn

.B"_

° B4 !nuenes Lourdeay offers his lhol.qnts on

the 2009 MLB seasan,
* B6

HOT REMINDER
MEN'S & WOMEN'S TENNIS VS STONY BROOK 2PM
4/10 BASEBALL VS. UNC ASHEVILLE 7 PM
4/11 LYNCHBURG TRACK AND FIELD CLASSIC B AM

447

Tiftary Edwards sits down with
ReedToBreathe lead singer Bear Rinehart

m the

Pastseason
es Madison,

M season.

o WSL!
SO0 wins

r, who went

Paint;
after comjling
a 3649 recond in three seasons
According. to McKay, Dick

n coachng’
ecame. good
the elder Bennett

hery | started ou
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TRACK

Number of Flames
finish high at Liberty
Collegiate Invitational

.|[DANIEL HEFFNER, SPORTS REPORTE

A wealth of talent from up and down the eastern
seaboard, including Virginia Tech and the University
of Maryland, trekked to Libertys campus as the
Flames hosted the Liberty Collegiate Invitational on
Friday and Saturday,

[he Lady Flames performed at a high level
throughout the day, headlined by senior Andrea
Beckles three first 11|.1\ e inishes.

Beckles won the 100-meter dash with a time of

11.74, the 200-meter dash with a time of 24.19, and
ran the first leg of the winning 4x100 meter relay, which
11t>~.h:d atime of46.76. Beckles' 100-meter time, which
qualified her for the NCAA Division | East Regional
L -I‘l.ll'l‘l}‘ll“'l‘\h]i"‘\. wWidas -]]‘-U d PL,'I'SHH\II i.‘L.‘N‘- i

Other first place finishers for the Lady Flames
were senior Ashley Teer, posting a time of 2:18.71 in
the 800-meter run; sophomore Kati Albright in the
1500-meter run with a time of 4:51.37; freshman
Olivia Charnuskiin the 100-meter hurdles with a time
of 14.57; and senior Kristen Dalton in the javelin throw
with a distance of 118-11. As mentioned above, the
winning 4x100 meter relay team, led by Beckles, also
included junior Chenoa Freeman, freshman Alyssa
Pegues, and Charnuski running the anchor leg.

Other notable performances by the Lady Flames

® o
\\'Lw‘cguﬂnishmg second to Beckles in the
100%eter d¥8R with a time of 1197, and Freeman
h in the 200-meter dash with a time of
2502. Freeman also placed second in the 400-meter
dash with a time of 5644. Sophomore Rod Esther
Castor, participating in the 800-meter run, finished
second to teammate Teer with a time of 2:20.62 and
junior Ashley Osborne finished second to Albright in
the 1500-meter run with a time of 4:52.03.
‘The 5000-meter run ended well for sophomore

finishit

Dacia Bushman, who finished second postinga time of
18:17.32, and in the 3000-meter steeplechase Denise
Troyer and Charis Haldeman, both freshman, finished
second and third, respectively with times of 12:24.70
and 12:33.11, respectively.

Also placing well in the field events were freshman
Laura Haugland with a height of 1.57 meters in the
High Jump, freshman Rachel Houseknecht in the
pole vault with a height of 3.35 meters, and freshman
Brianna Knauffin the hammer throw with a distance of
38.69 meters. In the Heptathlon, sophomore Krystle
Matthews finished third with a score of 4270, and
sophomore Jen Healey was fourth with 4211 points.

“Since the meet will not be scored, it's just about
trying to compete well-and get good performances

as we approach the scored meets later in the season;’
Head Coach Brant Tolsma said.

The men performed just as well as the women, most
notably senior Matt Parker.

Parker finished secondinthe 1 10-meterhurdleswith
atime of 14.50, fourth in the long jump with a distance
of 7.01 meters and first in the high jump with a height
of 2.12 meters. His strong showing qualified him for
the NCAA Division I East Regional Championships
in that event.

A pair of freshman, John Talbert and Ryan Bell, both
placed first in the hammer throw and javelin throw
with distances of 53.74 meters and 5875 meters,
respectively.

Another Flames standout was freshman Anthony
Bryant, who finished second to Parker in the high
jump with a height of 2.02 meters and also second in
the triple jump with a distance of 15.09 meters.

In the 100 and 200-meter dash, sophomore Jacey
Bailey placed third in both events with times of
10.75, and 21.71. Senior Phil Leineweber also placed
fourth in the 200-meter dash withi a time of 21.73
and first in the 400-meter dash with a time of 48.08.
In the 800-meter run, freshman [saac Wendland was
spectacular in finishing first with a time of 1:54.77,

and in the 1500-meter run senior Jarvis Jelen finished
second with a time of 3:54.94 with freshman Will .
Reeves posting a time of 4:08,57, which was good for
fourth place.

The men, however, were not finished with solid
performances.

In the 3000-meter steeplechase, freshman Kyle
Powers finished with a first-place time of 9:40.79.

The 4x400 meter relay team consisting of senior Tim
O'Donnell, Wendland, freshman James Hatch and
freshman Jordan Bright finished second to Campbell
University in a close race with a time of 3:18.78.

In the decathlon, sophomore Geren Woodbridge
finished third witha score of 681 1, and senior Clarence
Murray finished fifth with a score of 6316.

The teams will splitup thisweek, with some traveling
to Knoxville, Tenn. for the Sea Ray Relays beginning
on Thursday and ending on Friday. The other half of
the team will stay in Lynchburg for the Lynchburg
Track and Field Classic held at Lynchburg College on
Saturday.

Contact Daniel Heffner at
dpheffner@liberty.edu.

WOMEN'S
SOFTBALL

|| JONATHAN THOMPSON, SPORTS REPORTER |

[twasaweekend ofupsand downs for the Liberty Lady Flames' Softball
team. The bright side, they claimed a three-game sweep over conference
leader Chatleston Southern. The bad news, Sophomore pitcher Tiffany
Smith was removed after five innings in game one due to an unknown
injury.

Smith was stellar in her pitching duel with Sondra Vetter. Smith gave
up only four hits, collected five strikeouts and only allowed one run, a
solo shot to shortstop Megan Lombard in the sixth.

“She gave us five great innings,” Coach Paul Wetmore said, “but after
that she just couldn't get her breath”

Wetmore and the team hope that Smith will be back up to full strength
after the 7-10 day rest prescribed by doctors.

Senior pitcher Sarah Ellis was brought in to relieve Smith, and collected
the win retiring the last five Lady Bucs. Sophomore catcher Keely
McMillon was the hero on the offensive side for Liberty as she provided
atwo-run triple in the bottom of the sixth, driving in sophomore center
fielder Amber DePasquale and senior first baseman Beth Bennett.

"It felt awesome to finally connect with a ball” McMillon said. °T just

College Night
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mlovin’it

Smith
sidelined:; Ellis,
offense picR
up the slack

wanted to keep running, it felt great”

‘Those two runs provided the win for the Lady Flames,
setting the stage for the entire weekend. Come from
behind wins, but more importantly, production from
the entire lineup were: on the menu for Charleston
Southern.

With Smith out, Ellis was called upon to pitch the final
two games of the crucial series. She proved more than
up to the task, allowing only two runs in each game and
picking up two more wins, moving her record to 8-14-on
the season.

“I'm just glad that the team came out and got three
wins,” Ellis said. “Whether I get them or not doesn't
really matter to me. It was so clutch after getting swept by Winthrop last
weekend, and hopefully it will keep going”

Liberty was not lacking in offense during the final two contests, as they
would rack up 10 hits in game two, and 11 hits in game three. Freshman
shortstop Kelly Strickland, sophomore designated player Ashley
Bensinger and Bennett all collected home runs in the series.

Bennett led the Lady Flames over the weekend, going S-for-8 with
three RBI's and two runs scored. Strickland was 4-8 with two runs scored
and one RBL McMillon, Bensinger and freshman right fielder Kaylee
West all recorded multi-hit games as well. Eight of the nine starters for
Liberty had atleast two hits over the series

“We did well. We hit the ball hard," Bennett said. It feels good that our
girls are not going to give up. Something happened up at UVa, and we just
came out of our shell, and now we are just running with it”

“The key is, we got production from our seven, eight and nine hitters,
Wetmore said. “One through six have been doing well, and our bottom
three really stepped up this series. That was the key”

Liberty lost two games earlier in the week to UVa, both come from
behind wins for the Cavaliers. Liberty collected 18 hits over the two
games and only lost by one run each game.

But even after a sweep of the conference leaders, Liberty is not out of
the woods yet. There is still a question of whether or not Smith will be
able to pitch. |

"We hope that she will be able to go for the Gardner Webb series,’
Wetmore said. “If she can't, we have no idea what we are going to do. We
cant pitch Sarah (Ellis) every day, especially during conference play.”

Liberty does have two freshmen who could spell Ellis, or split Smith's
shift if she is unable to pitch for an extended amount of time.

“We really have no idea” Wetmore said, “(Smith) is a great kid, and
right now we are just trusting in God to work everything out”

. Contact Jonathan Thompson at
jmthompson@liberty.edu,
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past 10years.

* After the a-mﬂ, mmyw 0 get
healthy and Frazee retumed to the lineup
from an ankle ailment that sidelined her
for eight games. Her arrival sparked'a 23-2.
run that led to a Big South Championship
and a trip to Baton Rouge for the: NCAA
Tournament. -

The NCAA Selection Committee gave
Liberty a No. 14 seed, and slotted them
against No. 3 Louisville. Both teams felt
disrespected with the seeding.

“What I'm disappointed and disgruntled
with was that 1 didn't think Louisville or
Liberty wasgiven a true evaluation in seeding.
I thought we were better, and I thought they
were better,” Green said.

Liberty lost to Louisville 62-42 and was
haunted with 27 turnovers. The Lady Flames
averaged more than 20 per game.

“We weren't able to control our emotions and
make good decisions which consequently took
away from good offensive execution,” Green
said.

Along with chemistry, Liberty relied on
rebounding and defense for success. The
Lady Flames. finished second in the nation in
rebounding,

‘Our strengths were communication and
chemistry, and the ability to rebound and defend’
Green said.

Major awards for the Lady Flames include Big
South Player of the year for Megan Frazee, and Coach
of the Year for Green.

After graduating seven seniors, including the Frazees
and Rachel Hammond, the Lady Flames will never be
the same.

“You can never replace the individuals. You just build
a different team,” Green said.

Contact Jordan LoSasso at
Jjlosasso@liberty.edu.,
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|| AXEL CERNY, SPORTS REPORTER |

In a season that will most likely tally up near 60
games, streaks become essential in college baseball.
Teams battle into the heat of summer, after their class-
mates have graduated or retreated home for a three
month haitus, to ride out win streaks as long as pos-
sible and cut short the losing skids that are certain to
come.

Fortunately for the Liberty Flames this year, their
experiences with streaks have been much more on
the winning side than the losing,
nine \trm,ht victories entering last \inm|.l\ s contest,
though, the Flames cooled offto lose three str aight to
open up this week. However, like a successful baseball
team should, they bounced back quickly, winning
their weekend series against Big South Conference foe
Virginia Military Institute (VMI) this past weekend.

The Flames ball club suffered a loss on Tuesday, as
they took their game to Norfolk, Va to battle the 815
Monarchs of Old Dominion. Junior center fielder
Curran Redal put the Flames in front 1-0 with an
RBI single in the top of the third, but Old Dominion
stole back the adv antage for good in the bottom of the
fourth on a single from Monarch third baseman Jake
McAloose
the bat of first baseman Joe Velleggia. Senior starter
Cody Brown suffered theloss for Liberty despite pitch-
ing five strong innings, dropping his personal record to
I-1 on the season, while Monarch starter Chris Boggs
picked up the win to move to 2-0.

After rattling off

and a home run only two batters later off

Liberty was in Farmville, Va. on Thursday, for a visit
with the Longwood Lancers. Once again, the Flames
jumped to a 3-1 lead early, courtesy of a fielder’s
choice, a wild pitch and an RBI single by freshman
first baseman Trey Wimmer, but their lead would not

hold. ‘The Lancers scored four runs on four hits in

the fourth, including a three-run double off the bat of

shortstop Scott Kimble. Longwood would add a run
in the fifth and seventh inning to finish with a 7-3 win
over Liberty. Flames’ senior Tyler Light suftered the
loss to fall to 1-2 on the year, while Mike Montgomery
grabbed the win in reliefto move the Lancers 16-9.

Friday night, the Flames opened up a three-game
weekend series at Gray/Minor stadium in Lexington
against Big South rival VMI. VMI entered the series
5-3in the conference and 11-15 overall.

The first contest of the three-game set on Friday
night was all Keydets, but early on, Liberty once again
jumped out to an early lead 1-0 lead in the first as
shortstop Matt Williams led off the game with a triple
and was plated moments later by a single off the bat
of Redal.

VMI countered in the bottom half of the first with
two runs of their own and by the fourth inning held
an 11-1 advantage mostly thanks to four RBIs on a
triple and home run off the bat of Alex Haitsuka. The
Flames would slowly chip away at the lead throughout
the remaining innings, but the VMI offense was too
much in game one as the Keydets finished thc game

witha 13-6 advantage.

Stevan Evans took the loss for Liberty, moving to
4-1, while VMI hurler Travis Smink got the win run-
ning his record to 4-2.

The good news for this week is that the three-game
losing skid stopped there. In game two of the Flames’
series in Lexington, Liberty sent all nine of their play-
ers to the plate in the second inning which resulted in
2 4-0 lead thanks to a.pair of two-run doubles off the
bats of Williams and senior catcher Errol I'inilingur,

Liberty added one more run two innings later, but
the VMI bats finally came alive in the fourth inning as
well, as they pushed across four runs, three of which
came off the bat of Haitsuka, who was a force all series
long against Liberty. The Flames would not give up
the lead in this contest though, as Curran Redal ripped
two clutch singles in the sixth and eighth innings to
bring home four runs total and give Liberty the nine
runs that they needed to pull out the win.

A home run in the bottom of the ninth from first
baseman Jordan Ballard cut VMI's deficit to 9-7, but
Flames' reliever Andrew Wilson shut things down for
his first save of the season. Junior starter Shawn Teufel
tossed for six frames, picking up the win to move to
4-1 on the season, while VMI right-hander Chris
Henderson, fell to 2-3,

The Flames clinched the weekend series against
VMI on a gorgeous Sunday afternoon that seemed
nmdc for baseball. .

FLAMES
TAKE TWO

VMI scored the first run of the game in the second
inning, after Ballard doubled and came around to
score on a fielder’s choice and a double play. In the
fourth inning, Liberty freshman third baseman Tyler
Bream belted a solo-shot to left to tie things back up.

Liberty would tally two more runs in the seventh
on two hits as Redal and Doug Bream came around
to score on a fielder’s choice and a wild pitch, and put
one more run across on an error in the eighth to make
it4-1.

The error would prove costly as VMI would fall
just short, scoring two runs in eighth before Carter
Browning came in to grab his third save of the season
in the ninth. Andrew Wilson picked up the win for the
flames, moving to 4-1, while Matt Edwards suffered
the loss for the Keydets, falling to 2-2.

Finding themselves back on the winning road, the
Liberty Flames now stand at 21-8 on the season and
9-2 in the Big South Conference, good for first place.
Liberty will close out their road trip this week with
games on Tuesday and Wednesday at William & Mary
and George Mason, respectively. The Flames then re-
turn home to host a series against UNC-Asheville this
coming weekend.

Contact Axel Cerny at
axelcerny@gmail.com.

New season brings new hope for baseball fans

|ITHOMAS LOURDEAU, ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR |

A few days ago, the calendar officially
turned from the dog days of March to April,
which, for sports fans around the country,
means yet another year ofhope, unrealistic
optimism and lofty expectations.

Baseball fans are unlike that of any
other major American sport, as they pay

no mind to the objections and disputes of

the average viewer. While acknowledging
that baseball is a six-month marathon
with 162 games of gut-busting tension,
any fan who has followed the sport for a
number of years knows that one error, one
hanging curveball or one whiff of the bat
can mean the difference between success
and failure,

With this in mind, there is reason to
believe that the 2009 Major League
Baseball season will be one to remember.

In previous years, the list of legitimate
contenders in the Majors could be
whittled down to four. However, as we
look forward to 2009, there are as many as
10 teams (approximately one third of the
league) with viable hope for playing in the
Fall Classic.

The New York Yankees were this off-
season’s biggest spenders, pouring a
surplus of $440 million into what they
hope will turn into a pair of star pitchers

(CC Sabathia and AJ. Burnett) and a

first baseman (Mark Texiera) np]blc of

launching the ball into the seats of any
ballpark.

for the first time this decade has put first-

However, missing the P['l\l_\”\

year manager Joe Girardi and his team
under fire, and the steroid scandal and
subsequent injury of Alex Rodriguez has
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* *20/°30 Return Donors

suddenly brought this offensive juggernaut
into question. Will the Yankees be able
to climb the mountain to the American
League (AL) East crown in what is sure to
be a difhicult division?

The Boston Red Sox continue to look
like the cream of the crop in the AL on
paper, but an aging offense might derail
their hopes of building a Boston dynasty.
David Ortiz is an aging slugger, and Mike
Lowells production remains a wild card.
How much production these two manage
in the season may have a direct impact
on Red Sox Nations hopes of another
championship.

Lets not forget the American League
Champion Tampa Bay Rays, who have a
payroll that is approximately equal to the
team’s portion of baseball’s revenue sharing
plan ($30 million). The
Rays figure to be even
better as their young
rotation gainedinvaluable
experience through last
season's playoff run, Carl
Crawford also turned in

his worst season since his rookie year, and
star third baseman Evan Longoria missed
nearly 60 games due to injury. Despite
the big wallets of the other teams in the
division, it's hard to look at the
anything but the favorite.

The National League (NL) East is just
as deep with the reigning World Series
Champion Phillies primed to repeat.
Chase Utley turned in a monster 2008,
while 2007 MVP Jimmy Rollins will look
to avoid injury to return to form in 2009.
The Phillies boast a young rotation with
high upside, but Cole Hamels, the most
important piece, has had injury troubles
this spring that has thus far hindered his
planstobegin2009intop form. Regardless,
the Phillies have the experience and talent
to expect an October bid.

However, a bolstered bullpen by NL
East division foe New York Mets should
make the race for the crown even tighter
than in seasons past. The Mets appear
wiser for * having gone through two
consecutive late-season collapses, adding
JJ. Putz and Franscisco Rodriguez as

Rays as

anchorsin the bullpen. Couple that with a
host of elite offensive players in the prime
of their career and there is potential for a
fun season in New York.

While the Chicago Cubs look like the
class of the NL Central for the third year
in a row, the St. Louis Cardinals appear
dangerous thanks to the resurgence of
Chris Carpenter, who is looking to get
back the swagger that won him the 2008
Cy Young award after several injury-
riddled seasons.

“'The Cubs have more than a 101-year
curse to contend with, ‘Their quest for
a championship begins in their own
division, as the Milwaukee Brewers will
hope to use a host of young sluggers to
capture a second consecutive postseason
berth. To do it, though, they'll have to
navigate through the tough NL lineups
without ' the aforementioned Sabathia,
who all but willed the team to the playoffs
a year ago.

The Los Angeles Dodgers might be on
the other side of the country from the rest
ofthése teams, buttheyarenghtintheheart
of the discussion. Manny Ramirez,

= FRI: Half-D:
Lower Ne

and 5
« SAT

ACER

Get credits in fun with these awesome April/lV

The Surgical Strike

y Rafting on the
(trip #119)

» FRI PM: Camping, Dinner Buffet

The Whole Enchilada
« All-Day Whitev
on the L
* Hot Break!:
Dinner D

» 2 Night

1, Lunch and
/ of Trip
mplimentary

who engineered his departure
from Boston.and into the hearts of
Daodger fans, has been on a tear that
has carried over into spring training,
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Timothy Mﬂtﬂngiy
OPINION EDITOR

Chalk-stained fingers weartlyclmgtd awall, wrﬁcallgspmwlingabm
its would-be climber. Various handgrips litter the upward landscape, act-
ing as both aid and challenger. The victorious “top out;” while th: defeat-
ed quite literally fall short of their

‘Thus, rope is a man’s (and a woman's) best friend at Rise UpCiimbin
1225 Church Street, in downtown Lynchburg. Once these Iife-lines
remove certain paralysis and death from the equation, a climber’s second
best friend at Rise Up is Dan Hague, who made this unique climbing
experience possible.

"My hope is to provide a fitness and recreation alternative by creating a
vibrant climbing community in Lynchburg,” Hague said.

As well as being the Chairman of the Climbing Wall Association’s Op-
erational Standdrds Committee, Hague has over 35 years of rock climb-
ing and 13 years of instructional experience. In 1993, he established
Sportrock Climbing Centers in Washington, DC. and in 11 years trans-
formed it into the “east-coasts largest climbing company, according to
the Lhmbmg Wall Management Web site.

Hague left Sportrock Climbing and moved to Lynchburg in 2004.

"As Mother Teresa advised someone once, [ grew where [ was planted,”
Hague said

And Rise Up has grown as well. It took a year for Hague to find the
location in Lynchburg to plant his new climbing gym, he said. Once lo-
cated, construction continued for a year and a half, until Rise Up finally
opened its doors on Sept. 27, 2008,

Already it has surpassing its growth goals despite the nation being in
a recession, according to Hague. A portion of that growth comes in the
form of Liberty students, such as freshman Taryn Epperson and junior
Moses Champoonote.

“Rise up is a very social place where climbers meet not only to practice
their sport but also to share the experience with other;,” Hague said.

At the gym, Epperson, a climber of seven years, met and became
friends with Champoonote who just started climbing five months ago,
when he joined Rise Up. Now they both attend the gym an average of
five days a week, going for hours at a time, while taking on some of Rise
Up's more difficult climbing challenges.

One such challenge comes in the form of bouldering, which involves
short distance but high intensity, harness-free climbing, The physically
challenging boulder routes are called “problems;” which, for Epperson,
provide more than just a good workout. For her, problems are a way of
dealing with life’s problems.

“Ijust find it awesome, how I can work on things in my life through
bouldering problems,” Epperson said.

And while Champoonote says he generally goes to the gym for the
“intense challenge” and social environment, he also utilizes the various
styles of climbing offered at Rise Up to help himselfrelax.

“Rock climbing is my
way out," he said. A way
to free myself from all the |
commotion and drama of |
life”

- Other forms of dimb-{
ing at the gym include
top rope climbing, where |
previously placed ropes
dangle from above for
individuals to tie into. |
After securing a figure-
eight knot, climbers can -
ascend the wall with the
assistance of a belayer |

— the individual who |
controls the slack and |
tension on the rope.

For more advanced |
climbers, lead climb-
ing is an option. This |
style puts an individ- |
uals rope in his own
hands when he scales |
the wall, clipping into
anchors as he goes, as.
someone else belays
from below.

“Leading  allows |
you to attempt the
steepest of climbs
which cannot be top -
roped and is the tru- EEERTRE
est type of ascent,” states the Rise Up
Web site, riseupclimbing.com.

Being able to practice this "truest form” requires training class, which
are provided at the gym. While leading is one of the more advanced
classes offered at Rise Up, there are also educational offerings for begin-
ners and even kids. Climbing wlthnut proper training is \']..IHU.'TOUK as
Hague explains.

“Riseupisatrainingand practice facility for climbersand notan amuse-
ment,” he said. “We do, however, offer a number of programs designed to
help non-climbers acquire the skills necessary to use our facility.

Through such training classes, new climbers are encouraged to come
in Rise Up, get on the wall and attain their climbing goals. But the ultimate
goal does not rest in an indoor gym, Epperson explains — the ultimate

goal is outdoor climbing on real rocks. With the lead climbing class at

air metal and

PHOTO PROVIDED

Rise Up under their belts, both Epperson and Champoonote™ went
on a weekend camping trip, putting their skills to the test on the rocks at
the New River Gorge Mountain in Summersville, W. Va.

“Rock climbing is a physical and mental challenge that builds strength
and endurance, mental agility and toughness, and engenders trust and
camaraderie among the participants,” Hague said. "Above all, climbing is
fun, and why not enjoy your physical activity?"

Contact Tim Mattingly at
tmattingly@liberty.edu,

cclesiastes

campus church music session explained

Emily DeFosse
LIFE! REPORTER

“That doesn't sound like the praise band,” senior Beth Lee said as she
entered the Thomas Road Baptist Church (TRBC) sanctuary for what
she thought would be a typical Wednesday night Campus Church ser-
vice.

Instead of David McKinney and the rest of the praise band, Lee heard
DOGS. of Pray, a Christian gothic rock band, or as President of Liber-
ty Theological Seminary Dr. Ergun Caner refers to them, a “hair metal”
band.

The band is comprised of Bobbi and Eddie Folk, Doug Zirk, Tom
Meadows and Eric Walter.

Eddie Folk said the band's history began years ago when the members
all played for various secular bands out west. The original band was made
up of different members but that group fell apart, paving the way for the
group that is currently together.

‘The band was excited to finally have the opportunity to play at Liberty.

“Everybody’ heard of Liberty so we knew a lot about Liberty and we
also knew that we're different than most bands that come here,” Folk said.
“We thought we could make an impact and show people that you can be
Christian and still be crazy like we are.”

Bobbiloved the crowd of students who were expecting a normal church
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service. Some students left, but many remained for the entire night to en-
joy the unique and unexpected concert.

“(The students) were having fun and relaxing and listening to the music
and getting the lyrics at the same time,” Bobbi said. “Sometimes vou just
have to let your hair down and have fun. It’s okay to do that as a Chris
tian.”

The concert was not without a point, however. Whether Caner is shay
ing his beard on-stage or allowing himselfto be shocked with a taser gun,
there is always a reason behind his unconventional tactics.

Caner’s sermon revolved around the phrase m Ecclesiastes 10:1, A
dead fly gives perfume a bad smell.’

Caner reversed the connotation of the phrase to say that one Christian
can make a positive difference. He shared a story about street evangelism
on Bourbon Street in New Orleans during Halloween

He felt sorry for himself because he was unable to get through to any

one but then he saw one man playing Christian music on the side of the
street with a box tull of gospel tracts and New Testaments.
Caner found out the man played on the street three nights a week and
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he persevered despite the fact that he was not wanted there.

Caner continued the sermon by quoting Salvation Army founder Wil-
liam Booth who believed that Christians should stand just outside the
}.‘..‘I!L‘H of Hell

Christians should not be hiding in churches and trying to pull away
from the world, according to Caner. Instead. Christians should be out on
the front lines sharing the gospel in p!.uu.\ no one else is willing or able
to 2o '

DOGS. of Prav is a group of Christians who take the gospel to the
front lines by playing m venues that typical Christian music artists could
never get into.

“Our mission is really to get into places with our look and our style of
music and really touch alot of peaple for the sake of the Lord,” Eddie Folk
said. “We just hope they feed off the music to get the message!

Contact Emily DeFosse at
ebdefosse@liberty.edu.

Aqncd(-«:ﬂzg ‘Z/c'ft-yc‘-u'a-
845-0060

o wmcedianie gow caw mase!”

2007 We were voted 2nd Best Automotive
Repair Shop in “Lynchburg Living Magazine”

All minor & major automotive repairs - Foreign & Domeslic
State Inspection Station - Tires ~ Oil Changes — Wrecker Service

Glenn Huddleston - Certified Master Tech
Mike Gavin - ASE & GM Certified Tech.

Shop Owner: Brenda Ayers

Phone: (434) 845-0060 or (434) 444-5733
Email: ayersautoinc@aol.com

Hours: Mon-Fri BAM - 5:30 PM
4913 Richmond Hwy, Lynchburg, VA 24504

Directions - Leaving River Ridge Mall heading Easl on 460
3 miles on the left, across from Shell store

Close to new 29 North - Bypass

L O $29.95 OIL CHANGE :
o Up to 5 gts. Qil, includes oil filter

: 8 & 23 point check. No hidden fees. !

| Expires 4/30/09 |
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