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Fundamentalist Journal

by Ronald E. Hawkins

he following excerpts arve from a
mixture of counseling sessions I
have held. They do not represent
: one client, but represent a com-
: posite attitude held by unfaithful
partners I have counseled over the years.
The excerpts are arranged to reveal the
utter darkness and narcissism that often
are companions to the act of adultery. Let
me introduce you to John, a persistent
adulterer. The tragic truth is that so many
who give themselves to acts of adultery

~ never stop. They go on and on and become

a scourge in the life of Christ’s church.

Dr. Hawkins: John, I understand
that you have recently had an affair and
are here at the recommendation of your
board of deacons. Is this the first time
you have experienced a situation like this?

John: No, this is not the first time. I
have been unfaithful to my wife several
other times across our 20 years of mar-
riage. I sometimes think this problem is
like a disease, like alcoholism or gambling.
I travel a lot. Every chance I get, I look
at porn magazines and watch X-rated
movies in my motel room.

Dr. Hawkins: Can you tell me a little
bit about how and when this sin began to
be a permanent part of your lifestyle?

John: It started back when I was an
adolescent. I had an unbelievable appetite
for porn. I spent hours looking at porno-
graphic material. As I grew older, I got
into the X-rated movies every chance I

had. In high school and college I

was fascinated with women. When I got
their approval, I manipulated them into
situations where I could exploit them
sexually. I enjoyed using them, and I
desperately needed their applause.
Somehow my sense of self-worth was tied
up with being applauded and appreciated
by these women. I became a master at
manipulation. T was especially good at
manipulating adolescent girls and women
who were in the church. They often
seemed naive of my real intentions.
Somewhere in this whole process, I

decided to become a minister.

Dr. Hawkins: Did any other sing
seem to be companions to this sin of
infidelity?

John: I became an adept liar. I coulg
lie so well that I actually convinced myself
that what I said was true—whether it wag
or not. To this day my wife and many of
my friends believe that I was never
responsible for beginning any of the
problems I've had with women. I've con.
vinced them that it was the women's
fault. In fact, I believe that myself, most
of the time. Only in my most depressed
times do I admit to myself that it has
been all my fault. I'll tell you the truth. 1
wouldn't want others to know this, but I
lie better than any person I have ever
known.

Dr. Hawkins: I understand that thege
sins were already prominent in your life
when you made the decision to become a
pastor. Did that give you any reason to
wonder whether you were making the
right career choice?

John: I hoped that being a pastor and
being around the Word of God would ‘
somehow help me deal with this problem;
I loved to study the Bible, but my study
was always an academic exercise. I loved
to preach, but it was always like I was
preparing something that would really
impress people. When I preached, it was
like I was preaching outside of myself and
watching what it was doing to people, to
see how I could use it to my advantage.
The longer I ministered, the more suc-
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cessful I became. On the dark side, I
guess the reason I decided to go into th
pastorate was that I was so good at
manipulating people. I found that Chris-
tians are particularly gullible. So many
Christian husbands don't take care to
build good relationships with their wives:
They provided me with an unlimited pool
of available victims. The better I got at
speaking, the more women came to mé
The problem never went away. It got
worse and worse. I never really prayed;
and I never stayed in a situation where
could be held accountable by someone.
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;:irre“t;(i)ve& _ Dr. Hawkins: So, whenever you got about the whole thing. She gets upset,
mited pool Cught, you simply relocated. but she hangs in there. If she had ever
1 got at John: Yes, we had to move around a left me, I would have been in real trouble.
ne to me. ot. T always got caught sooner or later. Keeping thg family together ‘hi.lS allowed
It got 1 Dr. Hawkins: How has your Wif_e me to stay in one form of ministry or

y prayed, handled your consistent involvement in another. I have always worked very hard
n where I Ifidelity over all these years? to keep the image, or appearance, of suc-
omeone. _ John: My wife has been real sweet cess surrounding me. Christians like suc-
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cessful men who dress for success. You
I wou Id know what I mean! I am in love with

appearances. In some ways, I think I'm a
hate tO haVe joke! I must be a very shallow person,
= but my ability to project an image has
my Ch i Id ren given me great power over people. My
wife has been taught all her life that she
turn out needs to be a submissive wife. One day
I_ k when I came home she was reading

a book on Tough Love or some such
IKé me. title. That really scared me! I wondered
what I would do if she ever really was
strong enough to deal with this thing.
I don’t respect her, because she
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doesn’t make me deal with it. But I
don’t want her to make me accountahle
to her. Do you think you can stay

in love with someone you don’t
respect?

Dr. Hawkins: Could it be that
you don’t really understand the mean-
ing of biblical sin or repentance?
Throughout our session, you never once
labeled what you did as sin.

John: You know, sometimes I feel
sorry for myself. I've repented so
often that I'm not sure I know what
sin is and what true repentance would
be like. You know that story about
Esau. He couldn’t find repentance.
Sometimes I think I'm an Esau. I only
repent because I want a job, or some
favor, never because I feel I have
sinned against God and my family.
Sometimes I feel true repentance is
beyond me. If I had dealt with this
thing early in my life, or if others had
held me accountable in the beginning,

I could have beaten it. Now it owns

me. It runs me. It goes underground for
a while, but it always comes back. It
always takes over.

Dr. Hawkins: Have you ever con-
sidered the long-range effects of this sin
on your children?

John: I guess the only thing I really
worry about is this problem being visited
on my children. You know the idea that
the sins of the father will be visited on
the children to the third and fourth
generation. I guess there are a lot of
things God's Word says that I don’t
really believe, or I wouldn't do what 1
do. I would hate to have my children turn
out like me. I'm sure God’s grace will
keep that from happening.

Dr. Hawkins: There are some
serious issues that we need to deal
with in your life. We need to look at the
various ways sin has taken over in your
life, and develop a strong program of
accountability, spiritual and psychological
renewal. If you are ever to be restored
to usefulness as a human being, such
a long-term program is a necessity.

John: I would love to do that...but
I've got to run now. I'm late for an
appointment. We are meeting the moving
people to get some estimates. I start
a new ministry on the West Coast on the
first of the month,

B Ronald E. Hawkins is director of
counseling and chairman of the Depart-
ment of Church Ministries at Liberty
University, Lynchburg, Virginia.
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