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by Ronald E. Hawkins

ark Twain, once a

steamboat pilot himself,

brought to life for us

the fabulous era when
paddle wheelers made great highway$
of the Missouri, Ohio, and Mississippi
rivers. In the 1850s about 2,000
professional gamblers worked the
riverboats. Elegant in their broadcloth
coats and white ruffled shirts, they fit
naturally and fondly into our musings
of life on the mighty Mississippi.

But anyone who has actually. lived
with a’gamble would tell us that i in
reality the elega
glamour is tawdry,
deadly. He would tell 'us'to look past
the glitter and into the gloom that the
compulsive gambler lower:
home and family.

Compulsive gamblers are always

tragic figures. Like other addicts,

thexr obsession consumes them. They
ime and efforts organiz-
ing all available ‘resources to assist
them in fulﬁlhng their dream of the
“‘big strike.”’ This is why they ‘may. .
initially seem so charming. They need
the rest of us. Their charm is always
manipulative and serves as a means
to an end. We are their marks, the
resources without which they could
not support their addiction. Gamblers
operate on three false concepts.

A False Concept of the World
of the Self. Gamblers believe that if
they could just be rich, make that
strike, or demonstrate their success,
they would be genuinely happy.
Solomon warned of the danger of
such thinking when he said, ‘‘Better
is the sight of the eyes than the wan-
dering of the desire’” (Eccl. 6:9).

Contentment is an elusive com-
modity for gamblers. Their desires

roam restlessly from one unpossessed

26 - Fundamentalist Journal

When the gambler
views his addiction
as sin,

he puts himself

in a position
where God

can root

this problem

out of his life.

other. They always

g more. Their concept
of happiness is rooted,,kl‘n temporal
success. They measuretheir self-
<esteem, in, winnings, and consider
themselves Virtually worthless until
they win the big-on

They are doomed to-unhappiness.

They risk whatever they have for
more. Eventually they wind up with
less than nothing;: -and their lives are
surrounded by the carnage of their

* wandering desire. They have no con-

cept of biblical stewardship..

A False Concept of the World
of Relationships. Someone has said
God created us to love people and
use things. Gamblers use people to
get the things they need to make
them feel significant. John cautioned
us not to love the world nor the
things in the world (1 John 2:15):
Love of the world’s success symbols,
and the aura of success that the pos-
session of those things brings, is at
the core of the gambler’s addiction.
The carnage’ of broken relationships;
shattered marriages, and angered chil-
dren testify to the gambler’s cruel
addiction.

A False Concept of God. The
gambler only \"yants to hear about a

j

ships the god of luck. His
cosmic belthop, a resource
him with the task of makin
strike. The gambler freque
comes very embittered wh
covers that God’s agenda do
include making him wealthy. Hi
addiction drives him deeper
into spiritual death.
Compulsive gamblers n
things if they ever hope to
their addiction. :
Compassion. Love, grac
patience must always be our
point as we deal with the sinn
was an excellent counselor..

5:14), and he openly express
love for those ‘‘taken in a fa
6:1). We must master the art
ing the sinner while hating
and lovingly share our convic
only the reality of Christ and
Holy Spirit can break such e
Challenge. We must ¢
their unbiblical ideas about self
significance, relationships;
ship, and success. Gamble

their presuppositions and s
the significance found in se
and others out of a heart o
They need to understand t
stewardship—to become hu

_scious that life, and health,

earthly possession, and th
that constantly eludes them
from God. Such a convictio
the fruit of contentment.
We must challenge gam|
realize that God gives true
every believer on the ba
position in Christ. We cann
obtain wealth or significanc
came wealthy and significant
moment we were made a
God through the applicatio
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Christ’s redemptive work in our
personal lives.

The Word of God destroys the
gambler’s myths about God, self,
stewardship, and relationships. The
gambler must confront these
manipulative and self-serving myths
and label them as sin. Only when the
gambler faces his compulsion as sin,
will he realize that God through
Christ, the Holy Spirit, and the Bible,
has made provision for dealing with
that sin. There lies the addicted
gambler’s only hope.

Confession. If the gambler sees
his addiction as merely a psychological
disorder or aberration, his hope for a
remedy lies only in man. When he
views his addiction as irresponsible
behavior for which he accepts respon-
sibility, and which he labels as sin, he
puts himself in a position where God
can root this problem out of his life.
God can cleanse from all sin (1 John
1:9) if we are willing to agree with
Him that the behavior is in fact sin,
and if we accept the deliverance
found only in Christ.

Change. For the gambler, change
is not an option but an imperative.
Once at the point of confession he
must own the responsibility to make
himself accountable for change. True
conversion stems from repentance.
Paul carefully outlines the fruit of
biblical repentance in 2 Corinthians

7:11. We must hold the gambler

strictly accountable and encourage

him to evidence the following fruit.
Carefulness. Through the power

" of the Holy Spirit, the gambler must

diligently practice disciplined disen-
gagement from everything associated
with his former life of sin. He must
also consistently participate in all that
will cause his new life in Christ to
prosper—DBible reading and memoriza-
tion, church attendance, fellowship
with believers, prayer, and so forth.
Clearing of Self. The gambler
could at one time be charged with
having made a god out of his gambling.
Now all will clearly realize that his
God is the Lord Jesus Christ, and
through the Holy Spirit, appropriate
fruit issues from his life.
Indignation. The gambler deliv-
ered from his addiction will manifest
anger toward the sin that held him in
bondage, and indeed against all sin.
With his eyes opened, he considers
the terrible potential for the ruin of
human life, and he is angry at sin.
Fear. The former gambler knows
firsthand the deceptive power of sin. He
knows he needs God’s power for daily
victory over such a powerful foe. Its
power to ruin promotes a healthy fear.
Zeal. We must encourage the
former gambler to expend his ener-
gies for the cause of Christ.
Vengeance. The former gambler

must learn to keep his spiritual house
in order. He must meet every vestige
of his old lifestyle with the greatest of
spiritual energy. Through fasting,
prayer, and Christian fellowship the
remnants of the old habit must be put
to death. Always, in every way, the
one who was once the willing slave of
gambling clearly becomes the willing
servant of Jesus Christ.

Celebration. For the first time in
his life the gambler now has some-
thing over which he may rejoice. He
is no longer a prisoner of his sinful
habit. The living Christ has set him
free to see himself as a child of God.
Herein lies his real significance. Fol-
lowing the dynamic patterns of ac-
countability that Paul lays down in his
discussion on repentance, the gambler
sees his real purpose in life. He is
now equipped to be a steward in
God’s house. As a steward he moves
forward to serve his God and others.
In so doing he makes full proof of his
new life in Christ and finds a cause of
rejoicing in his own work for God and
others (Gal. 6:4). Such a man is truly
rich and free to be genuinely happy.

B Ronald E. Hawkins is director
of counseling and chairman of the
Department of Church Ministries at
Liberty University, Lynchburg,
Virginia.
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