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LU ministry major

Mike Harris remembered
as a man of simple faith
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By LANCE OLSHOVSKY

Champlon Reporter

“For the Lord himself shall descend from heav-
en with a shout.....Then we which are allve and
remain shall be caught up together with them (n
the clouds, to meet the Lord (n the alr: and so
shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort
one another with these words” (1 Thess. 4:16-18).

Famlly and friends are comforted by the extent
of Michael Harrlis' faith.

“It helps to know that he is a lot better off than
he was and that he is not hurting anymore,” sald
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Barbara Perkins, Harris' mother.

On Sunday, April 19 at 1p.m., after leaving
church and a friend's house, the 21-year-old
junior from Liberty University made a U-turn
into the path of an oncoming van. The van col-
lided with the 8-year-old red Geo Storm driven
by Harris.

Rescue workers at the scene repeatedly recom-
mended that Harris go to the hospital. He
refused. After the accident, he called a pastor at
his church to come and get him.

“He got his books he needed for school out of
his car,” his mother said later. “He thought he
was OK."

As Harris sat in the police car helping with the
police report, he began having trouble catching
his breath. The pastor from his church took him

Mostly cloudy — Showers Thunder
showers

High 62, High 60, High 74,

Low 44 Low 53 Low 54

to a local hospital only a few blocks from the
scene of the accident.

A nurse at the hospital called Harris' mother
and she was able to talk to him for about 10
minutes.

“l knew he was hurting bad,” his mother salid.
She said that he talked about school, his car and
the pain he was feeling. She arrived at the hos-
pital, then watched as nurses and physiclans
tried to revive her youngest son.

But at 4p.m. with his mother at his bedside,
Michael Harris died— only three weeks away
from his 22nd birthday.

“The hardest thing | had to do was see him
die,” Perkins said. “lI don't think there is any-
thing that could be worse.”

About 500 family and friends from the

Inside;

Rick Gage
to keynote
next SEW

By RICK BOYER

News Editor

Liberty students are in for a
treat next year as Rick Gage
brings his “Go Tell Crusade”
to town for  Spiritual
Emphasis Week. The week of
Sept. 6-9 will see many musi-
clans and preachers descend
on the Vines Center in what
Gage terms a “Super
Conference for the students.”

Gage sald next semester's
SEW will be more exciting
than ever. “I made the propos-
al to do something different
from ... the last many years,"”
he said. He encouraged the
campus pastor's office to pro-
mote next semester's event
thoroughly. “I really have
challenged them to be more
aggressive than they've ever
been before.”

That won't be a problem,
according to Campus Pastor
Rob Jackson. Jackson said he
is as excited as Gage about
the event. “It's really a new
level” for SEW, he said.

Among the features next
fall, students will be enter-
tained by musiclans Aaron-
Jeoffrey and Charles Billingsley.
Other singers are also being
lined up to appear. Eric Lovett
and Eternal Praise and the
Sounds of Liberty will add a
local touch.

Speakers, besides Gage,
will include writer Josh
McDowell, Randy Hogue and
Scott Camp.

Jackson had high praise for
the lineup of speakers. “Rick's
bringing in the best speakers
in the country,” he said.

Students will also enjoy
many of Liberty's own pastors
and spiritual leaders during
the crusade.

Gage, who coached football
at LU under former coach
Morgan Hout, has been an
evangelist since 1986. He has
spoken to more than one mil-
lion students in the public
schools since then, plus thou-
sands of college students.

In one recent conference at
Coastal Carolina, Gage spoke
to over 20,000 people, plus
13,000 in the public schools.
He said more than 1,300 deci-
slons were made.

That crusade was just one of
many like it. “We try to do from
four to six a year, plus four annual

Please see Gage on Page A 2

dies in car accident

University joined together in Danville last
Monday night at Third Avenue Congregational
Christian Church in a memorial service to
remember the life of Michael Harris.

Freddy Vicks, senior pastor of Harris' church,
said that he watched Harris' bellief In God
evolve, as he grew from a small child to a young
man who guided the church's youth. He also
sald that it will necessarily take a long time for
the church's youth — and all of those touched
by Harris — to get over his sudden and untime-
ly death.

“A wound is Inflicted,” he saild. “That's what
death does. A wounded heart has to heal. As the
days and nights go by, the wound will heal. But
our lives will never be the same because Michael
is not here.”
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KDP Banquet: Kappa Delta
Pi will hold its recognition
banquet on Friday, May 8 at
11 a.m. The guest speaker
will be Linda T. Willlams,
kindergarten teacher at
Heritage Elementary School.
Tickets may be purchased
in TE 139,

- Hawail Misslons: Christian
 Youth Ministries of Hawail
. 1s seeking students to serve
~ this summer from June 2 to
_ July 30 on the island of
Molokal. The trip will cost
. $2,000 and will include
. evangelizing and discipling.
. Students will help with
“ youth camps. church and
- Sunday school ministries,
visitation, a sports night,
“gonstruction and more.
. CSER credit is available for
the trip. Contact Mr. and
~ Mrs. Bonheim in Gym 206
~ or at 5B2-2882 or 846-7487.

_:"f::'Chambcr Brass: The Fine
. Arts Department presents a

 Chamber Brass recital, in
the Fine Arts Building
: Rjecital Ha_II Mr, Slephen 3

~ chased at the LU Bookst _

- Cnrrectlon. In :the
'- edmnn- & -the_ Champi

Summer Housing: Housing
is available for international
students who need to stay
in Lynchburg over the sum-
mer. Contact Tom in the
Minority and International
Student Office, at ext. 2688,

Spanish Institute: The LU
Summer Spantsh institute
presents an opportunity to
perfect your command of
Spanish while ministering

to people. The program will

run from May 10-June 12.
One week will be held on
campus and the other four
weeks in El Salvador. The
cost will be $3, 270 per stu-
dent.

Geoff Moore: Geoff Moore
and the Distance will be in
concert on Thursday, April
30 at 7:30 p.m. in the Vines
Center. Also appearing will

be Out of Eden and special _

guest Small Town Poets. >
Tickets are free for all
Liberty students. Otherwise
tickets cost $10 g'&neral-
admissfon  and
reserved, They can be pu

or. the Student Life
‘at New Life Books ¢
on Warda Road _
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Crusade will hit Liberty next semester

Continued from Page 1

summer Go Tell camps,” he said.

Gage's ministry reaches
overseas as well. This summer,
Gage said, “I"ll be making my
eighth trip to Russia.”

Gage sald he Is excited about
the upcoming conference. “This
is something that God strongly
put in my heart when they asked
me to do SEW,” he sald. “We
want this to be a great success
for the cause of Christ.”

Gage especially wants to
reach off-campus students
during the week. “You've got a
lot of off-campus students who
don't come to all the evening
services,” he said, adding that
he hopes to draw commuters
this time. He feels that the
quality of speakers and musi-
clans will attract even larger
crowds than past years.

Jackson said the outreach will
be unprecedented. “We're gonna
call ... every single town student

and invite them out,” he sald.

The outreach will not be lim-
ited to LU students alone.
“We're also going to target
Greater Lynchburg-area church-

" Gage sald, “It's just going
to be a broader effort. We've
enlarged the vision."” He wants
to see the event draw high
schoolers and students from
other colleges and churches.

Jackson agreed. “In the past,
our main focus has been the
campus population, but this
year we're really going after
town students and local
churches. We're praying that
(the crusade) has broad-based
appeal for students, but it's
much broader than that.

“The last two (Spiritual
Emphasis Weeks) we've drawn
about 1,600-1,700 students,”
Jackson sald, adding that he
hopes for a much larger partic-
ipation this year.

He feels that the outreach to
churches and town students

will increase the numbers of
attendees, “We're going to tar-
get the community and we've
never done that before.”

Jackson has high hopes for
the week's event. “Many of the
students now have a pgood
foundation spiritually,” he
sald. “This will give us an
opportunity to begin to reach
out to those who will be fresh-
men next semester.

“It's going to be a two-pronged
deal. The people who are really
committed to the Lord, it'll give
them another step of growth.”

The other focus will be on
the unsaved. “The past five
years, we've consistently had
people come to our services
and get saved,” he said, adding
that he hopes to see that
repeated next year.

Jackson said the goal of the
University should be to reach
out to the surrounding commu-
nity, and that the crusade is an
excellent opportunity to do that.

Gage hopes not only to glori-
fy God, but to return some-
thing to the school that he
feels has contributed so much
to his personal growth.

“Liberty has a special plage
in my heart,” he said. “I'll
always be grateful to Dr.
Falwell for the investment he
made in my life. It's an oppor-
tunity to give back to
Liberty University.”

The campus pastor's office is
already making plans to begin
promoting the event. Gage sald
planners will invest in radio
and newspaper advertisements
to encourage student atten-
dance for the week.

Jackson said Gage has invest-
. ed significant financial resources
already in promoting the cru-
sade, with the goal of reaching
the largest possible audience.

Both Jackson and Gage plan
to spend substantial time this
summer in preparation for the
fall crusade.

$12

Honors program accepts 29 inductees

By RICK BOYER

News Editor

The Liberty University
Honors program has announced
the acceptance of 29 students
already for the fall semester of
the 1998-99 school year.

This announcement comes in
spite of a higher SAT admission
standard imposed last semester.

According to Ruth Ferrell,
administrative assistant to
Honors Director Dr. Jim
Nutter, under the previous set
of requirements, a high school
student wishing to enter the
honors program would have
had to sport an SAT score of
1200 and a cumulative GPA of

3.5 or above and finish in the
top 10 percent of the class.
Students are also required to
submit a 3-5 page essay,
Under the new regimen,
applicants must score at least
a 1270 on the SAT. There
was a simple reason for the
change. “The SAT poeple had
recentered the score and dis-
covered that a 1270 now was

We’re proud of you and thankful for you!

Love, Mom & Dad

Congratulations!

Mark & Lisa

“That’'s a great story”
Laura & Leigh Anne

equal to a 1200 several years

ago,” said Nutter.

The requirement was re-
evaluated, Ferrell sald, “and
the School of Education
informed us that it (the old
rule) was too low.”

A student already at Liberty
faces even tougher standards
for entry. They must “have a
cumulative GPA of 3.675 or
above,” Ferrell sald.

“If they apply before May 1,
we'll look at their past fall
semester scores. If they apply
after May 1, we'll look at their
spring scores,” she added.

The program is just as rigor-
ous once students get in.
Students must maintain a 3.5
GPA to stay in the program.
Only about 130 LU students
are currently enrolled.

Students must apply to the
program within their first four
semesters of college -credit.
Ferrell explained the procedure
for new honors students.

“They have 100 and 200
level classes that are only

available to honors students,”
she said, “and there are only
25 seats in those classes.”

“We try to have at least eight
or nine 100 to 200-level honors
classes,” Ferrell said. Students
must take at least two honors
classes each semester for their
first two years.

Once they reach their junior
year, students *have to peti-
tion a 300-400 level class each
semester, according to their
majors,” Ferrell said.

The petition process involves
gathering information assigned
by a professor, who then
decides on the basis of the
work’s quality what the stu-
dents assignments will be for
the semester.

Nutter said that information
comes in the form of “an addition-
al paper, project or presentation.”

The information gathered
comes in handy later. “They
take that information and use
it for their thesis," Ferrell said.

That thesis, Nutter said,

must be at least 25 pages long.

In spite of the high entrance
standards and the intense work
demanded to maintain an hon-
ors-quality grade, there are ben-
efits for students committed
enough to tackle the job.

There are significant bene-
fits during the colleglate years.
honors students “register a
week before anyone else. That
gives them a chance to get into
classes that are normally filled
up,” sald Ferrell.

Graduating from the honors
program has benefits later.
“Typlcally, it's much more
helpful to get into post-gradu-
ate programs,” Nutter sald,
“medical school, law schooi,
seminary, etc. Most of our
honors kids will go on to grad-
uate school.”

Finally, honors students can
expect to see employment advan-
tages too. “It's the one thing that
separates them from the mass-
es,” Nutter said. “It's a feather in
their cap, so to speak.”
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Liberty bands jam at Greenstone
to raise cash for teen crisis center

BY DOUG KRUHM

Champlon Reporter

A compllation of 15 Liberty University
bands performed for the youth of Lynchburg
on Friday, April 24 at the Greenstone bulilding
in Forest, Va.

The festival, dubbed Greenstone ‘98, ralsed
money for the Presbyterian home, a crisis
center for teens.

The event raised over $300 for the home,
according to Valerie T. Henderson, the show's
organizer and a student at Liberty.

“I wanted to reach the community and
that's what happened. People were calling C-
91 (for concert information),” Henderson said.

The show attracted everyone from ages four

to 40. Teens from Timberlake Christian
School, Lynchburg Christlan Academy,
Jefferson Forest High and Brookville High
attended.

Starting at 5 p.m., bands played 25 minute
sets of music, playing such styles as rock,
punk, rap and hip hop to a crowd of over 400
students and community members. It lasted
until 2:30 a.m. when the remaining handful
of people moved up on stage and sang to an
empty room.

Some bands were glad because they got
exposure they deserved, while for other
bands, like Pecullar People and CoCoa
Beware, the evening was bittersweet, for it
was their last performance.

The show even had its own website to promote
the concert at www.liberty.edu/c91/G98. At
the show, many people put forth a tremen-
dous effort to make it come together.

Other than a few technical difficulties, there
were no problems at the festival.

“The biggest thing I'm sad about is that |
didn't get to see anyone perform,” Henderson
sald afterward.

“We were so happy it went over so well,” she
continued. So well in fact, that Henderson
wants to do it next year, but she wants to
know {f people want it to happen again.

Next year though Henderson would like to
see more planning to attract more high school
students. “It rocked; if you weren't there, you

A lot of planning went into this year's show.

B FAMILY

HAIR CENTER

Full Service Salon
For Men & Women
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missed it,” she concluded.

Dova Kruim
JAMMIN - Brad Flaherty of the Fallwells
performs for an appreciative young audience

LU prof takes the good news abroad

BY RICK BOYER
News Editor

John's gospel states, “the peo-
ple who sat in darkness saw a
great light.” Dr. Carolyn Diemer,
an education professor at
Liberty, is doing her part to help
fulfill the Biblical prophecy.

Diemer, along with her hus-
band, Dr. Carl Diemer, is plan-
ning a trip to Ukraine this
summer with a group of stu-
dents. It's the couple's third
trip to the former Soviet
Union, and their agenda is an
ambitious one.

They plan to distribute at
least 60,000 copies of Diemer's
book, “What the Bible Teaches
About Life After Death.”
Diemer says she wants to dis-
tribute more, and the only
obstacle is sufficient financing
to pay for printing.

“God has just overwhelmed me
with the way He's worked the
last three years,” she said. “The
first time [ was able to raise over
$100,000 for this project, and
last year, in just a month and a
half, I raised $116,000."

Now the need is even greater
than before. “This year I've got-
ten enough money to get

CLEAN LUBE
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60,000 copies, but they want a
milllon and a half coples for
the Ukrainian military.”
Diemer has seen God open
some doors that would never
have been possible even a few
years ago. “Last year, we dis-
tributed 175,000 copies to the
Russian military and 175,000

leading the people in acting
out Bible stories.

“We'll all be giving testi-
monies. I'll be demonstrating
how to use the book to lead the
people to Christ,” she said.

The team will be working with
the largest Baptist church in
Ukraine, which has some 1,700

coples in the __ members.
publiec Diemer said
schools,” she “God : she is excited
said, noting has just F with the oppor-
that this would overwhelmed me with tunity to minis-
not have been the way He’'s worked ter to people
possible here » who want to
in the United the last three years. hear the Gospel.
States. “They are so
Other plans — Dr. Carolyn Diemer eager to learn,”
for the trip she said. “They're

include “minis-

tering to young people who are
victims of the Chernobyl disas-
ter, kids in camps, as well as
people in hospitals and
orphanages,” Diemer said.

The team's ministry will be
extensive. “We'll have singers
going (on the trip) and we'll
have puppet shows. We've
found that creative drama is
very effective, and we'll be

not only hun-
gry for the Bible, but hungry to
know what will happen to them
when they die.”

That's what Diemer's book
will tell them. She said it was
written with clear illustrations
that people of any age, in any
culture, can understand. It's
written so that even children
can grasp it.

“The young people feel like

they've been cheated,” she said,
referring to years of spiritual
repression under communism.
“They want to know the truth.”

Diemer said she “can't
believe” how much God has
blessed her efforts. She related
experiences in the public
schools when she gave Invita-
tions for people to be saved.

“Half of the group or more
would raise their hands" every
time, she said. “I've experi-
enced it, and I can't believe it.”

Diemer sald the idea for the
book came from the Lord. “God
gave me the idea,” she said. “I
give the plan of salvation, I give
the sinner’s prayer.”

She has seen old walls come
down before the power of the
Gospel. After speaking in one
school, she said, “the teacher
came up with tears in her eyes
and said, ‘I was told you were
the enemy. You're my good
friend and I love you.' Then she
hugged me."

Diemer hopes to see the Lord
continue to work on the upcom-
ing trip. She can't wait to see
what happens this time.

path and leave a trail.”

with you.”

moon ... and back!

Kerry Wells .

“Do not follow where the path may
lead — go instead where there is no

“Be strong and eourageous and
aet; do not (ear nor be dismayed,
(o> the Lord God, my God, is

— I Chronicles 28:20

“All our dreams can come true — if we
have the courage to pursue them.”

To my best friend Kerry Wells,
Thank you for your friendship, laughs, tears, but most of all,
thank you for always emulating our Heavenly Father! To the

A

Laura

“Your ears shall hear a word Gehind you
saying, ‘This is the way, walk in it.””

— Isaiah 30:21

whom I love like a sister.

“Greater (ove has no one than this, then to

(ay down his life (o his (riends.”

— John 15:13
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Growing congregation results in
future move to Liberty Mountain

BY BILL MEYER

Champlon Reporter

Due to bullding and space limitations at
the current Thomas Road Baptist Church,
a new sanctuary is due to be built at a dif-
ferent location.

The plans call for a 6,500 seat sanctuary
to be bullt just across Route 460 from the
LU campus (the current sanctuary holds
approximately 3,400). It will be in very
close proximity to LU's campus.

The main entrance of the new church will be
where the police department trailers currently
are. And the sanctuary itself will be adjacent
to the Liberty Godparent Home.

The continual growth of the congrega-
tion and the activities at Thomas Road
have necessitated the move. "We are run-
ning out of (Sunday School) education,
classroom and worship space,” said
Executive Pastor Jonathan Falwell.

“Secondly, we are running out of parking
space. We only have 1,002 parking spaces
here at the facility. And some of those spots
are down in the lower parking lot, and it
takes a hiker to walk up to the church.”

Another advantage of the new location will
be the clearer television signals that will be
sent oul because of the less restrictive sur-
roundings. The new construction will also per-
mit the opportunity for increased technologi-
cal sophistication.

“It'l be state-of-the-art. No question about

it. And we won't be oy -
“We are running out
of (Sunday School)
education, classroom
and worship space,”

pered by the situational and
geological problems that we
have in our current loca-
tion,” Falwell said.

Thomas Road leaders
hope to have construction
underway by this summer.
Liberty students will benefit
from the new facilities in a
variety of ways.

— Jonathan Falwell
TRBC executive pastor

that this type of restructuring will help to cre-
ale a more concentrated worship and fellow-
ship period.”

The construction plans actually call for sev-
eral buildings to go up Initially. “One will be the
sanctuary. One will be a childrens' ministries
bullding. One will be a student ministries
building, and then an office
and a music complex,”
Falwell said.

The parking spaces will
be at least tripled, much
to the relief of Thomas
Road attendees.

“The parking lot Is cur-
rently a problem,” sald
longtime Thomas Road
member Cathy Baker.

Convocation services, for
example, will be held in the new church,
rather than in the Vines Center. And the vari-
ous outreaches of Thomas Road will be much
closer to campus.

“I feel very positive about the change of
meeting places from a gym setting to a church
edifice,” sald Chrystal Thompson, a junior
who is majoring in communications. “I believe

process your requests?

YES

1. Have you experienced difficulty dealing with the Business Office?

YES 87.8% NO 12.2%

2. Do the personnel in the Business Office work in an efficient manner to

YES 24.5% NO 75.4%

3. Are the staffs of both, the Business and Registrars Office adequately trained
to handle the present volume of students?

15.3%

NO 84.6%

\Resuhs calculated from a survey by COMS 488 students of 880 random Liberty University students.

If you don't get there
early, it can be difficult to find places to
park. There are also a lot of people with dis-
abilities. And there's a very limited number
of parking spaces for them at this time.”

The move has been planned for years,
but only recently had the dream of con-
solidating church and school become a
real possibility.

F.e PHoTO

END OF AN ERA - Dr. Jerry Falwell's church has been
located on Thomas Road since its founding.

BY TIM FARRANT
Champlon Reporter

Liberty University Is beginning
construction of an off-ramp to
link Route 460 East directly to
the University. This off-ramp will
be constructed on 460 east-
bound behind the senior dorms.

The ramp has been a
demand from the city of
Lynchburg since 1989. Liberty
was instructed to build the
ramp In conjunction with the
building of the Vines Center
and Williams Stadium.

Liberty first agreed to the
construction in 1989 when it
presented the city with the
plans for the additional facili-

Kavatech Corporation

&

proudly recognizes

Amy S. Kavana

at her successful completion as a 1998 graduate

of the School of Communications at Liberty University.

Congratulations! We appreciate all your hard
work and dedication.
www.kavatech.com

ties. According to Lowell Terry,
Lynchburg city traffic engi-
neer, “they have gotten exten-
sions over the years”.

This time around the city has
not been so lenient. Officials
have made Liberty University
produce a performance bond.

The bond consists of an
agreement between Liberty and
the city that the off-ramp will
be completed by August of next
year at the latest. If this agree-
ment is not kept, Liberty will
have to pay the city the
$650,000 stated in the bond.

This ramp is necessary for
the completion of “Phase One"
in the University building pro-
gram, which anticipates even-

LU begins ramp construction to
ease campus access traffic

tually being able to hold
10,000 on-campus students.

“Phase One"” includes: the
building of the new Visitors
Center, the bullding of two new
six-story dorms and a club-
house. The two six-story dorms
will house another 798 students.

“Phase Two" in the building pro-
ject is an additional story added on
the DeMoss Center and two more
three-story dorms, which will
house another 432 students.

Included in “Phase Two" are
also additional parking spaces.
With the advance of “Phase
Two” of the project, Liberty is
required to also build another
off-ramp onto Route 460 going
westbound.

Gerill

Mon-Th
Fri-Sat
Sun

11-11
11-12:30
11-9

Fresh Seafood-Steaks-Shrimp Creole
Etoufee’-Crawfish-Gumbo
Burgers-Salads-Po’Boy Sandwiches
Sunday Brunch 11-4
Children’s Menu Available

3225 Old Forest Rd (Winn Dixie Market Place

“Leol the good Limed nall”

LIVE JAZZ FRIDAY ¢ SATURDAY NIGHTS!
New Orleans
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GOP congressman draws
Democratic challenge

By RICK BOYER

News Editor

The congressional race in the
Sixth District, which includes
Lynchburg, is beginning to
heat up. '

Congressman Bob Goodlatte,
a three-term Republican, has
faced only nominal opposition
since he dispatched Democrat
Steve Musselwhite to win his
first term in 1992.

This year, however, Sixth
District Democrats plan to make
a serlous run at Goodlatte, who
easily defeated labor activist Jeff
Grey in 1996 and ran unop-
posed in 1994,

Roanoke Mayor David Bowers
announced his candidacy on
April 17, and appears all but
certain to be the Democratic
nominee.

At his announcement press
conference, Bowers blasted
Goodlatte, saying he has forgot-
ten his moderate Virginia roots
and become a pawn of House
Speaker Newt Gingrich.

Bowers said Goodlatte has
become part of the “far right,”
and promised not to be a
Gingrich ally if elected.

Although he touted the need
for economic development in
the district, he offered few
specifics. Bowers, who works as
a lawyer, said he would consid-
er his constituents to be his
clients. He said his role would
be to listen to his constituents
and represent them.

Both Goodlatte and Bowers
hall from Roanoke, which as the
largest city in the district, usual-

the district's representative.

Bowers faces an uphill race in
the fall. Goodlatte has been able
to concentrate on fundraising
through several years of noncom-
petitive races, and holds a name
recognition advantage as well.

In addition, Goodlatte has been
endorsed by the mayors of the
other nine cities in the district,
including Lynchburg's Jim
Whitaker.

in Salem.

The Sixth District contest is
expected to draw widespread
altention, since Goodlatte |is
often talked about as a future
candidate for statewide office.

In past years of comfortable
victories, Goodlatte has been able
to devote many of his resources
to helping to elect Republicans to
other offices across the district,
and the stiffer

‘It is a plea- “I'pe seen first hand competition this

sure to join the
eight other city
mayors in
endorsing Bob
Goodlatte,”
Whitaker said.
“I' know Bob
Goodlatte well.
I've seen first-
hand his
integrity,” char-

his integrity,
character, honesty, While In the
his desire to truly
help people and his
strong work ethic.”

time has not
changed that.

city of Lynchburg
to receive the
city party's
endorsement,
Goodlatte lent

— Jim Whitaker SuPPort to the

Republican can-

Lynchburg Mayor didates for city

acter, honesty,
his desire to truly help people
and his strong work ethic.

“These are the qualities we
need in our Congressman, and
these are the qualities that
Bob possesses.”

In addition, former Roanoke
Mayor Noel Taylor, a Democrat
whom Bowers defeated to win
his position, has also endorsed
Goodlatte.

Goodlatte was pleased with
the support from the mayors.
“I'm honored to be endorsed by
these mayors who represent
hundreds of thousands of folks
from all walks of life across the
Sixth District.”

Lynchburg’s Republican Party
plans unanimous support for

council, Jeff
Helgeson, Bruton Langley and
Schaefer Oglesby.

Democrats hope to force
Goodlatte to spend more time
focusing on his own re-elec-
tion and less on helping other
GOP hopefuls.

Goodlatte said he doesn’t plan
to change his style, in spite of
Bowers' challenge. “I plan to run
a strong campaign for re-elec-
tion,” he said. “In the meantime,
I will keep doing the job folks
elected me to do.”
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Goodlatte at the nominating — e

Dfne By The Lake
Great Steaks * Seafood & Gourmet Salad Bar

Dinner * Weddings * Receptions ¢ Parties
Open Dally for lunch & dinner

eantte’s RESTAURANT
993-2475 10 minutes from Lynchburg on US 460 East

ly has a major role in choosing convention, to be held May 9

Good Luck on Finals!!!

Car ls(in STUDENT B?‘
LAV TRAVEL -

144 at 1:30 PM.

invited to attend.

l’raver Meetmu

There will be a Speclal Prayer Meeting for Dr. Linda

Groome (Govt. Dept.) on Tuesday, April 28,1998 in DH

Professor Gene R. Sullivan will lead the devetions. All

faculty, spouses, staff, spouses and students are

There will also be a 28 heur Prayer Vigll for her on
the 28th as she has another chemotherapy treat-

ment that day. We invite 0Ueryene to take part.

—— o e e e
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| eRRs Video Arcade
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1 L) e River Ridge Mall 1
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he faculty and staff of The Liberty

Champion would like tc take this
opportunity to say “Thank you” to all of
our Advertisers, Subscribers, Supporters

and Readers.

Free Fress and Free Expression coupled with
Personal and Journalistic Responsibility are

cornerstones of our society

. part of what

makes our country great.

You all help to make The Liberty Champion
and our country work.,

We Thank You.
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TARYN
BLAKE
—— —

Hippies had a
great idea

: if My name Is Taryn.
I'tl be editing your
Life! for the next year

or s0.

in Hght of my current posi-
tion, this is my opportunity
to say everything that [
would like to set straight, or
simply see In print. Anyone
who knows me personally
realizes, for me, this 1s an

North America in high
schools, colleges, and pro-
fessional football stadiums.
The exhibitions draw more
than 150,000 people.

The intense two-hour
competitions feature corps

his year has proven to be a time of many

I “firsts.” It was the first time for male students

to have facial hair, the first time for all students

to have televisions in their dorm rooms, the first time
to complete check-in in less than five hours.

The upcoming summer will also bring another first

for the Liberty music program. In association with

endless task.

Before we students start a
summer job, return to our
mitssion fleld, I thought I'd
one to “spice up yvour Lifel”

It's rather reflective actu-
Wy,

Remember the good old
1960s? Social change met
‘unbridled hedonism.

Amidst the chaos and con-
fusion, one group of greasy
haired young people stood
-out yelling, “Make love, not

home town and/or enter the:

begin with sermon number.

Drum Corps International (DCI), the university will
host the first annual Seven Hills Summer Music
Games in Willilams Stadium on Friday, June 26.

Lynchburg's premiere event will be one of 120 drum
and bugle corps stops on their nationwide tour lead-
ing to the DCI World Championships in Orlando, Fla.
at the end of the season in August. This first presen-
tation of the Seven Hills Summer Music Games will
feature eight of the top 25 drum corps in the world,
including the Volunteers (Knoxville, Tenn.), Spirit of
Atlanta (Atlanta, Ga.), and the Crossmen (Newark,
Del.). The Cadets of Bergen County (Bergen County,
N.J.), the Bluecoats (Canton, Ohio), Tarheel Sun
(Cary, N.C.), Carolina Crown (Fort Mill, S.C.), and the
Magic of Orlando (Orlando, Fla.) will also make
appearances.

music ranging from classi-
cal to jazz to Broadway
favorites, accented with
precislon marching and
intricate colorguard rou-
tines.

Dr. Raymond Locy, chair-
man of Liberty's Fine Arts
department, scheduled the
Seven Hills Summer Music
Games as a nonprofit event
to benefit the Liberty
University Spirit of the
Mountain Marching Band.
He also felt the event would
promote music education

warl® Despite the double Each summer, DCI holds contests throughout In Central Virginia.
_connotation, the phrase This will not be a Liberty- _
msplres an Interesting con- only event, however. The .
‘cept. performances of the drum | =
:Childlike interprctatlo corps are expected to gen-

would lead one to conciud
_that these flower chjidren.
| were asking for an end to
conflict and the beginning of
a new era of togethern’ess
~and harmony.

- Having spoken to sey
E.C. Glass students after
' the Operatlon Resciie/G
:f=i-showdown recently, 1 began

erate great community
response, as Lynchburg is
home to several champi-
onship marching bands,
including those of E.C.
Glass and Heritage High
Schools and the Lynchburg
Christian Academy.

“What professional foot- [
ball is to a high school or

' to  question how  we college football player,
Christians are represcnti drum corps is to musi-
'Jesus Christ. Has our cians,” Locy commented.

JoLESCH PHOTOGRAPHY

duct inspired tngethemess
or divisiveness? Do we pro-
| mote harmony or discord by
our actions?

‘We may have a conserva-._
Uve image and wear the cor-
‘rect attire but who does that

“Each corps has a special
style of performance and WE'VE GOT THE MAGIC — Two Magic of Orlando colorguard members

musical selections, and girike a pose in the 1997 Drum Corps International championship com-
they have die-hard fan-“n petition.

much the same as
Green Bay Packers or Dallas Cowboys.”
A number of LU students and faculty have partici-

After .a rigorous. audition in November, members
practice throughout the winter .thonths, concluding

Eér'll_!}P!'eSS. besides  other pated in drum corps. Spirit of the Mountain percus- with full-time rehearsal in May. The groups begin
Christlans? Hipples dldr;'t_ sion instructor Chris Daniel played snare for both the their summer-long competition tour in mid- to late
wear clothes but they 1996 Cadets of Bergen County and the 1997 June.

expressed a messagc ul‘ love
“and acceptance.

~ Think of Bob Marley's
‘song, “"One Love.” Not too
~many people know what that
song is about but most
_everyone likes it. Love works
‘where other methods fall,
The Apostle Paul tells us in
1 Corinthians 13:3 that
‘works without love profit
‘nothing. 3
~ We must not forget 1 John
4:8, “God is love?" Think
.about f{t, everything about
God is love, His longsuffer-

ing nature and his willing-

ness to refine us by gently
showing us the truth. Truth

speaks for fitself. Jesus s

truth, by his own admission.

(He says, I am the way, the

truth, and the lfe.” John

14:6). 1 serfously doubt If He

requires our assistance to
make His point.

My point is this, {f we pre-
sent truth in a loving man-
ner, we have shown Jesus
Christ In a God-centered
fashion. We who claim to be
His children should actively
seek to exemplify the char-
acteristics of our Father.

I recommend we all
exchange the Ideology of
opposing “the world” In its
every shape and form in
favor of saturating our world
with a message of truth and
God's love for mankind.

Hey, it may sound sappy
but *what the world needs
now is love, sweet love."

imagine how surprised
Planned Parenthood would
be o see a group of Liberty
University students stand-

Crossmen. Senior music major Kim Brunett, and
sophomore music major Matt Shaughnessy also par-
ticipated as instrumentalists in the Crossmen, which
placed sixth in the 1997 DCI World Championships.
Diane Sullivan, external degree librarian, was a mem-
ber of the Cadets of Bergen County, 1985 DCI World
Champlons.

“It was really cool to see all the work we put in over
the summer pay off," Shaughnessy said. “It's awe-
some to come on to the field and see the whole crowd
on their feet before you've even played. It's an inde-

e’re outta

see students when they are happy and when
they have concerns.”

Of course, success in his position comes
from experience. Borek has spent years in
the educational realm, including work with
the Southern Association of Colleges and
Schools. But, even for a man seemingly
immune to the routine of college life, some
things will never change.

*I think I would rather have my momma's

cooking'," he chuckled after reference to a
recent cafeteria visit. “I'm like everybody
else.”
% LUXURY LEISURE - Although Liberty's
prealdent puts in an estimated 60 hours of
work on-campus per week, Dr. Borek still
manages to squeeze in some form of outside
interest.

His office perhaps hints at these times of
relative calm. A photograph of the cockpit
of a 747 hangs In the room, evidence of his
love for the outer hemisphere and the more
daring side of life.

For over 40 years, Borek has dappled in
flying mechanisms and flight patterns.
Beginning early in life, Borek began the task
of learning how to fly. With experience in

Sullivan, who played the xylophone, remembers
winning the final championship.

“I'll never forget looking up at a standing ovation
from 20,000 people in the stadium at the University
of Wisconsin at Madison,” she said. “Winning the
championship was the ultimate reward for a summer
of grueling rehearsal and travel. My musical skills
were stretched beyond anything I imagined.”

Showtime for the Seven Hills Summer Music Games
is 7 p.m. Reserved seating is $12 and general admis-
sion is $10. For information, call 582-2318.

- submitted by Diane Sullivan

PHoTo CourTESY OoF KiM BRUNETT

TOOTIN' HER OWN HORN — LU senior Kim
Brunett plays the baritone for the 1997
Crossmen drum corps.

Graduation Facts
and Figures

ere

By JENNIFER PILLATH
Editor in Chief

Advice. Sometimes it is such a dif-
ficult thing to take, and somet{imes we
beg for it. Well it is now April, that won-
derful prime-time decision making
month, and advice seems to be the most
sought after senior commodity of the day.

But even in the midst of job hunts
and resumes and internships and wed-
dings, there are still some things that we
may have forgotten about. Some things
that can only be told from the experi-
enced mouth of an individual who has
already been there,

Such is the case with the 1998 com-
mencement speaker. Although not origl-
nally scheduled to speak at graduation
exercises, Liberty University President
Dr. John M. Borek will be presenting his
thoughts and advice to a new breed of
career-orientated Individuals. And the
class of 1998 is sure to glean off of the
knowledge and life experience that Dr.
Borek will present.

So, here's a little peak at the man who

* 1400 students will graduate
this May, including those
enrolled in the External
Program.

* 800 students will participate
in the May 9 graduation
ceremony.

* Students will donate their
used caps and gowns (o a

BHAWN ELDRIDGE
KEYNOTE SPEAKER — LU President

Dr. John Borek, Jr., will give the com-
mencement address on May 9

ing outside with signs pro-
clalming messages of love
and encouragement to
mothers of unborn children.
No shouting. No fussing.
Just a few godly people on
their knees i{n prayer, loving-
ly proclaiming truth. |
myself might have to check
my pulse,

Let love rule. All else is
*clanging cymbals” (1 Cor.
13:1).

Sensalionalism may make
headlines but it is self-glori-
fying and divisive.

Think about it and make
love, nol war.

ministry in the Philippines.

*The Wingate Inn will be
open for the first time (o
accommodate visitors.

e LU President Dr. Borek will
speak during the ceremony.

will be standing behind that podium on
May 9 in front of a mass of black robes
and colored lassels.
% SCHOOL DAZE - After one year of
administrative duties here at Liberty, Dr.
Borek has succeeded In communicating
with the student body in great detail. His
web site, entitled the President's
Message, is only one of the channels used
to inform, update, promote, address and
clarify campus problems. Also, since
his move to Liberty Mountain, Borek has
brought his office closer to the student
body by positioning it in the academic
buildings.

“Il's sort of a center of campus,” reiter-
aled Borek. “IU's easy lo go Lo the cafele-
ria from here. It makes it worth while to

the Civil Air Patrol, as well as ownership of
a twin-engine and a single-engine plane,
Borek has definitely earned his “wings".

Of course, traveling can take different
courses for different people. So it is not
unusual that Dr. Borek finds a lot of his free
time in the company of a good book.

“You can travel by reading about places
you otherwise wouldn't go to," he said.

Among his favorites? Charles Dickens
and Shakespeare, Of course, modern clas-
sics such as Tom Clancy are also fair game.
*+ SPIRITUAL IMPLICATIONS - Perhaps
the most important matter at a Christian
university is the character of its leaders.
And more specifically, the walk that they
have with God. This is one of the factors
that sels Liberly's president aside from

other colleges. His testimony rings true.

And that Is one of the factors that led him
to Liberty University.

"l saw a group of men and women that
were dedicated to Christian standards,”
commented Borek.” “and a group of faculty
that shared that desire."

It is that same characler that can be
noted in the president's speech and in his
example. When asked his favorite passage
of Scripture, he was hard-pressed, for they
all seemed equally elegant to him.

“I think John 17," he finally stated. “This
is where Jesus was talking to his father,"

How Ironic. As graduation nears, Liberty's
senfors can rest assured that they will be
receiving insight from a man equal to the
challenge.
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“Our hearts are for ministry. We don't just want to be a band to
play for entertalnment and leave... that's kind of a waste.”

As with any maturing musical group, the quest for fame and
fortune can become a nagging issue, but not even the big time
could change these boys. “I pray,” Pavone says, “and all of us
do, that (national coverage) wouldn't change us.” He answers
the fear of reaching national status to the detriment of the band
with assurance that Circadian Rhythm views the opportunity of
national coverage as an avenue to reach a larger audience for
Christ.

“LU faithfuls” often ask the band about their post-graduation
plans. Little is completely definite in the long run but the mem-
bers of the Rhythm leave their collective fate at the Master's
feet.

“As long as we're where God wants us,” sald Cuomo, “He's
going to take care of us. We're ready to focus on the music with-
out school. We're excited about what's God's going to do. We
don't know what that is, but I guess that's what makes it excit-
ing.”

What they do know is that their summer schedule is packed.
The group has plans for a four month independent tour begin-
ning May 10. The band will perform In several states while
heading toward California where they will perform for three
weeks. The mainstay of the tour will be on the east coast with
shows in Florida and then ending In New England in late
August.

Circadian Rhythm will release its debut album this Friday.
The CD will include two live and five studio songs. This Friday
will also be the the last time Lynchburg can expect to see the
Rhythm for a while a

Circadian Rbythm balances

By TARYN BLAKE
Life! Editor

raduation is a time of difficult
Gdeclslons. For many college bands,

it 1s a fatal blow to stability.
Circadian Rhythm is a band graduating
from school, into ministry.
Circadian Is best remembered for its
relaxed acoustic sound and mellow vocals
or as a Liberty band that seldom plays In
Lynchburg,
When asked how they would like to be
remembered, drummer Dan Cuomo solid-
ly responded, “I hope to be remembered
as what we preached on stage is how we
lived our lives. That's something we really
try to do.” He also expressed awe of the
opportunity to minister to audiences
through musie. “It's just an honor just to
have some impact on a kid's life."
Guitarist Andy Zipf continued, “To a
point, (music) is just a vehicle in order to
proclaim the Gospel, to encourage and
challenge Christians. You can’t disciple
somebody In one night but you canen-
courage (them).”
During the past year and a half, the five
current members of Circadian Rhythm, (Will Pavone, Dan
Cuomo, Andy Zipf, Paul Barber, and Aaron Paganini), have been

Ben BUBAR

| eireadian rhythm

THERE'S LIGHT AT
THE END OF THE
TUNNEL — Circadian
Rhythm is one of
Liberty’s most popular

acoustic bands (above).

The band's debut CD
will be released this
coming Friday (left).

creating avenues for ministry through music in about 13 states,
everywhere from “coffee shops to youth groups.” There is a
noticeable brother-like commraderie between band members
that is characteristic of the Christian life they each live

Lead vocalist Pavone chalks it up to accountability. "When we
come into the five of us, there's just an accountability that takes
place there. We wonldn't let each other fall out of that. That's
really important.”

When the declsion between music and ministry must be made,
Circadlan weights the scale for ministry. “Number one,” Pavone
sald, “we're ministers and then number two, we're musicians.”

Zipf added, “It's the best of both worlds.” Cuomo continued,

WHAT'S
GOING
O\
WITH

CirRcadian
Rbythm?

Students enjoy the first
houseless Coffee House

By RANDY KING
Life! Reporter

Liberty's Intramural Filelds as Student Life

hosted its first open air Coffee House, the
1998 Best of the Best show. The crowd, which
numbered in the thousands, spread over most of
the field between Rt. 460 and Dorm 28. ..

The lure of free admission, the usual free stuff
and free food and drink, provided by Marriott, drew
the crowds out to the field.

Although the dew arrived before the audience
did, the wet ground didn't dampen crowd spirit. In
fact, the unconfined atmosphere seemed to suit the
students, who kept up a steady buzz of spirited
interaction even through the duller acts.

Student Life managed its sound system well,
despite having to com-
pete with both the
roar of cars on 460
and a passing train.

A tuxedo-clad M.C.

Couches. blankets and lawn chairs covered

“It took me a
while to figure

Matt Gallagher out Southern. But
opened the show with think I got it
a few barbed com- : i

‘Ya'll’ is singular,

ments on the pro-

posed location of the ‘ya’lls is plural
future dorms. “They and ‘all ya'l!s’ is
chose a nice central ~
location, over in Plural possesive.
Guam,” Gallagher
quipped. —

L Matt Ga.l]aﬂher

Brotherhood, halled
from the Backyard Coffee House. The group chore-
ographed “Cotton Eye Joe."

Gallagher came back on stage with a few com-
ments on one of his favorite subjects, the differ-
ences between Northerners and Southerners.

“I didn't realize until I came here that turn sig-

“It took me a while to fig-
ure out Southern. But I
think I got it. Ya'll' is sin-
gular, ‘ya'lls' is plural and
‘all ya'lls' is plural posses-
sive,” Gallagher related to
his fellow Yankees.

Of course, no bash-on-
the-South session would be
complete without a cut on
West Virginia.

“Did you hear that the
West Virginia Capital burnt
down?” Gallagher asked.
“Yeah, all they found was
the trailer hitch.”

Rice Krispie and the
Treats, stars from the Late
Show Coffee House, took
the stage next, with a
repeat performance of their
beautiful rendition of
Extreme's “More than
Words."

Gallagher returned to
host his own version of
Star Search, featuring
‘House veteran Suzle,
a.k.a. Gina Miller.

Suzie tried to impress the
Judges with a singing rou-
tine first. But after Gallagher interrupted that act
to spare the audience, Suzie fell back on one of her
trademark dancing routines.

The crowd perked up and gave an enthusiastic
round of applause for Ingrid Rosarlo's powerful
rendition of the Titanic theme. Dan Taulbee accom-
panied on the keyboard, as he did at the
Valentine’s Day Coffee House.

“That is a talent from God,” student John
Paulsen said of Rosario. “If I was a big record com-
pany, I'd sign her up on the spot.”

returned later, dressed in red and sporting reindeer
antlers, with several friends to sing “All I want for
Christmas is you.”

Another crowd favorite, Grandma and Grandpa,
who debuted at the Valentine's Day Coffee House,
resurfaced to show that they were still in love with
that mountain music.

‘House regulars, Don P. and C.Z. Smooth brought
the crowd to its feet with their lyrics and dance
music. A mosh pit formed in front of the stage as
the crowd enjoyed the opportunity to get off the

DID SOMEONE SAY PARTY? — Students lounge around at the first outdoor Coffee House ever. Student Life
held “Best of the Best Coffee House"” on the Intramural Field this Friday as a late night activity.

The show ended with Jeremy Pickwell and a full
band belting out their take of Paul Simon's “You
can call me Al."

As the tired students trailed back to their dorms,
the comments were mostly positive.

“The outdoors thing was a good idea,” senior
Toby Hong said.

Many students compared it to a real concert, and
there were even analogles made to Woodstock,
which, considering the mess left behind, didn't

seem too Inaccurate.

nals were never meant to be used,” Gallagher said.

Seeming strangely out

of season, Rosario cold ground.

“No Trespassing” on sensitive issues

By BECKY WALKER
Life! Reporter

to see controversial topics show up

in classroom debates, television
programs and theater shows, it's no
surprise when it begins to appear on
stage. And one such issue is about to
be depicted through the eyes of
teenage boys on the Lloyd Auditorium
stage.

Senior Kent Dobson has written a
play called “No Trespassing" for his

In a day and age when it is common

English 495 class, “Directed
Research.”
This 1s monumental for Liberty

University because it Is the first time
that a student has written, directed
and produced his own play for the
class.
s “It Is a class where you go under the
aid of the teacher and you specifically
study one thing,” sald Dobson, “I chose
playwriting."

The play is made up of eight themes
all rolled into one act. “There are vari-

ous events that take place over three
days over the Fourth of July in this
neighborhood,” explained Dobson.

The theme of the play is displayed
through the lives of four teenage boys
between the ages of 13-15 and a stage-
hand who has no oral lines. Two broth-
ers named Jonathan and Tim work on
a farm owned by Pete. Eventually the
farm is sold to a Jack, who the boys
taunt and make fun of.

Throughout the play the boys must
battle against stereotypes and other
culturally sensitive 1Issues that
Christian teenagers run into. “It's a
play that indirectly promotes loving as
an option to treating people with hate,”
Dobson said. “I believe that it is some-
thing that the Liberty audience needs
to hear."

The scenery Is simple with only four
mailboxes representing the boy's
houses. Fortunately, the English
Department is sponsoring the play and
has allotted money for it.

Dobson is not alone in his endeav-
ors., Professor Linda Nell Cooper has
been Dobson's shadow ever since he

first thought of the idea for the play.
Offering her aild whenever Dobson
needed it, Cooper, “acted as one who
I could refer to about anything,” he
sald. Cooper, who is an English pro-
fessor at Liberty, has also written sev-
eral plays.

Dobson hopes that after producing
his play, it will help ignite the love of
playwriting in others. “l hope that I
can spark some Interest as far as
allowing students to do this sort of
thing,” Dobson stressed.

After the play, Dobson hopes that it
will also encourage the English
Department to revive the Drama
major which was eliminated five years
ago.

The cast includes Chad Sundin who
plays Jonathan, Larry Cox who plays
Tim, Seth Willlams who plays Brett,
Danlel Struna who plays Jack and
David Thienes who plays the stage-
hand.

“No Trespassing” will be performed
in the Lloyd Auditorium on May 2 at

7:30 p.m. Come out and see what all CLOSED SET — Kent DObBDn Ieheﬂrses "NO Tl‘espuﬂlﬂg" Wlth a cast

the fuss Is about. member.
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ARMED AND DANGEROUS — Benji Miller and the Liberty baseball team
are armed and ready to enter the Big South tourney as the team to beat.

Golf fades away in final

round; Coastal

runs

away by 13 strokes

Willis named to All-Conference team

By MATT DERRICK

Champlon Reporter

Entering the final round of the
Big South Tournament on April 21
Liberty was in third place, only 12
strokes off the lead. Although the
Flames had an impressive start,
they tailed off in the third round.
Despite a few tough breaks,
Liberty finished the tournament
with a admirable fourth place fin-
ish. “Overall, I was very pleased
with the performance of the guys
this year,” Head Coach Frank
Landrey said.

Coastal Carolina established its
dominance of the Big South by win-
ning both the men’'s and women's
titles. The men's team won by a
record 13 strokes and the women
won by a lopsided 17 shots.

Liberty made a splendid run for
the conference championship
crown. Their final score would
have been good enough to win the
tournament the past two years in a
row. Unfortunately, this year all
the top teams came together.

“The problem was, that each of
the teams that beat us, they all
had one or two guys who really fin-
ished strong and carried their
teams with very low scores,”
Landrey said.

Liberty was led by a quality per-

formance from its talented roster.
Dan Willis, playing in his last Big
South Tournament, placed sev-
enth overall, only two over par
Willis also was named to the All-
Big South team, along with four
Coastal Carolina players.

Justin Jennings finished 10th,
with Young Joo right on his tail in
11th. Rounding out the rest of the
team was Tom Giles who finished
15th and Jon Wolfe in 29th place.

As he looked back on this year,
Landrey said it was a positive one.

“I've been very pleased with the
play of my seniors, Justin
Jennings and Dan Willis. They
clearly distinguished themselves
this year,” Landrey sald. “Mark
Setsma has had a very successful
career here. He made scholastic
All-American this year.”

While the team has one more
tournament (the Penn State
Invitational), Landrey is optimistic
about the returning team.

“I was very pleased with my
freshmen, Yong Joo and Tom
Giles. It looks like we're headed
into some good years."

Charleston Southern racked up
a score of 873 to secure second
place behind Coastal, while
Winthrop squeezed in front of LU
with an 882. UMBC and Radford
rounded out the six team field.

i

“YOU'RE OUTTA THERE!"

THoMAs LoviNg

— Cheryl Everly tags out a

Winthrop runner during Saturday's action. LU split the DH
with Winthrop to wrap up a Big South Tournament berth,

Liberty Champion, Page Bl

Harrell shuts out WU for historic victory

By MATT KEENAN

Sports Edltor

The Liberty University Flames baseball team
split a double-header with the Winthrop Eagles
on Saturday, April 25 to capture its first ever
regular season champlonship in school history.

LU (26-23, 12-3 Big South Conference) has
never entered the BSC Tournament with a No. 1
seed, something they're about to embark on
May 8-10 in Charlotte, N.C.

Junior Brian Harrell (7-4, 3.95 ERA) tossed a
complete game shutout in propelling the
Flames to a 2-0 victory over Winthrop (32-18,
10-8), the preseason favorites to win the BSC.
Harrell scattered four hits in the contest while
striking out six and walking three in seven
innings of work.

“l knew that I was going to have to pitch a
very good game because thelr pitching staff is
one of the best,” Harrell said.

Liberty scored the only run Harrell would
need in the first inning when Steve Wright (.379
Avg) tallled his club leading 64th RBI on the
year by singling into centerfleld to plate Benji
Miller. Miller had led off the inning with a walk
and then advanced on a two base error by the
Winthrop pitcher on a failed pick off attempt.

LU's David Dalton added an insurance run in
the third inning when he singled to bring Jay
Sullenger across the plate.

Sullenger reached first base on a single and
then Head Coach Dave Pastors played it “by the
book.” Miller sacrificed his out by bunting to
move Sullenger to second and then Jason
Benham did his job by pulling the ball to
advance Sullenger to third. Dalton capped off

By BECKY WALKER

Champlon Reporter

“I'm too young,”
when he found out that he was chosen to be in
the 1998 Lynchburg Area Sports Hall of Fame.

On Tuesday night nine men and women were
honored for their contributions to various ath-
| letics In the Lynchburg area. A room full of for-
i mer athletes and coaches, dedicated Lynchburg
sport supporters and Dr.
together while former Virginia governor George
Allen served as the emcee.

After an evening of speeches and recognitions
given by friends and family members of those

Dr. David Horton exclaimed

Horton gathered

e e
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inducted and by the inductees themselves, a
plaque was presented to each new member of
the Sports Hall of Fame. A second plaque will be
placed in the Lynchburg airport for the public |
to view. ,
Horton, the Chairman of Sport Sciences anda |
physical education professor here at Liberty,
was nominated by a woman named Rebekah
Trittipoe. She is a fellow ultrarunner and the co-
author of his book, “A Quest for Adventure”
which came out on shelves last November.
Trittipoe sent the nomination letter over two
years ago to the Sports Capital of Virginia, the

S, S et

the inning with his run producing single.

Winthrop never managed to pose a threat to
Harrell as no WU player advanced past second
base. Harrell became the first LU pitcher to
record a shut out this season.

The Eagles of WU managed to win the three
game serles by winning the first two contests,
6-5 in 10 innings on Friday and 3-1 in game
one on Saturday. Winthrop was playing with
their backs against a wall as they try to make
the Big South Tournament, as only the top
four teams get to participate in the postseason.
With the two wins against LU they have put
themselves in a good position to make the
tournament.

In game one on Saturday, Liberty wasn't able
to solve the pitching of David Steffler (11-2,
3.07), who is second in the nation in wins this
season. Steffler struck out nine LU batters
while allowing four hits. David Dalton ruined
Steffler’s bid for a shut out by doubling in the
sixth to score Wright.

Tim Harrell (6-3, 5.15) pitched his heart out
allowing only two earned runs in going the dis-
tance for LU. Harrell fanned six batters, but
issued five free passes as well.

On Thursday, Liberty dropped a non-confer-
ence decision to the Demon Deacons of Wake
Forest (31-17), 10-9.

It was a disappointing loss for the Flames
who scored eight unanswered runs off a domi-
nant ACC pitching staff. LU held a 9-7 lead on
Dalton’'s homer.

Wake Forest freshman Jason Aquilante
scored on an infield hit in the bottom of the
ninth to give the Deacons the win. Paige Hurley
(0-3) took the loss for Liberty. Jason Benham
finished the contest going four-for-five.

PHoto CourTEsY oF DR. HORTON

THE SMILE OF A WINNER — Dr. Horton and his wife Nance at the HOF banquet.

Horton runs into Hall of Fame

- Please see Fh'st page B2
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Softball poised for postseason

By BRIAN WOOLFORD
Asst. Sports Edltor

In the final week of the season,
the Lady Flames were able to
knock off Virginia Tech twice and
defeat Winthrop Universily to
extend their season.

Liberty's desingnated hitter
Kristi Hanna had a great showing
against Virginia Tech in the first
game of the doubleheader. Hanna
went two for three at the plate and
also earned a stolen base. The
Lady Flames nudged out a 2-1 vie-
tory.

In game two, Liberty's bats came
alive. The Lady Flames pounded
out eleven hits to thump the Lady
Hokles 5-2.

Liberty secured a posiseason
position by beating the Lady
Eagles of Winthrop in the second
game of a double header on
Saturday. The victory brings
Liberty's season record to 29-21
overall and 8-8 in the Big South.

The Lady Flames produced two
solid efforts against Winthrop in
the twin bill. In game one, Liberty
notched 10 hits to stay close to the
Lady Eagles.

Centerflelder Stacy Radulovich
blasted her second homerun of the
year in the bottom of the sixth
inning to bring Liberty within one
run. Despite the late inning rally,
the Lady Flames fell short 7-6.

In the season finale, Liberty’s
defense took control. The Lady
Flames held one the Big South's
highest scoring teams to just one
run, Leftfielder Gina Miller's RBI in
the bottom of the second inning
tied the game at 1-1.

Liberty gained the lead later in
the inning when Miller stole home.
Freshman pitcher Amy Csider
mastered Winthrop's bats by hold-
ing the Lady Eagles to just four
hits and permitted only two walks.
The Lady Flames went on to pre-
vail over the Winthrop 3-1.

With the win, LU Head Coach

Paul Wetmore obtained his fourth
consecutive winning season in his
tenure as head coach,

Liberty will enter next week's Big
South Tournament with high
expectations for such a young ball
club. The Lady Flames were win-
ners of six of their last eight games,
and have played sound softball
against its Big South opponents,

“Last year we ended the season
on a decline, but this year I feel we
are headed into the tournament on
a high note,” Wetmore said.

The East Carolina Lady Pirates
are the regular season champlons
and are the favorites to win the Big
South Tournament. Although ECU
has displayed dominance through-
oul the year, the Lady Flames have
competed well against the Lady
Pirates,

In the two meetings this year,
Liberty has battled ECU into extra
innings and fell one run short. The
Big South Tournament will be held
May 1-3 in Rock Hill, S5.C.

SUS—— S —
Don’t call me
inbred; I'm
just fanatical

Just as the Arizona
Diamondbacks and Tampa Bay
Devil Rays have expanded thel
youth in Major League Baseball,
so have I expanded the youth of
editors. I'm starﬂngoﬂ'asonlyam
upcoming sophomore.

1 came to LU from Berknky
Springs, W.Va., which is located in
the Eastern Panhandle, an hour
and a half outside of Washmgtm
D.C. and Baltimore.

Now before any of you go and1
make judgmental inbreeding com-
ments about West Virginia I'd like|
to point out a few facts. Yes, I do|
wear shoes and my family tme,

. doesn’t continue on. the
| branch, contrary to the bellef of

pre-madonna David Letterman
wannab.
Besides, I believe the Mountain|

State is represented falriywelli
within the arena here at Liberty.

'Yuuguysmncrackjokesabwta

W.Va., but when it comes to the
Wilkerson twins it's a whole dlﬂ'er~’
ent story now isn't it?

Along with the Wilkersons, we.

 have a very talented firstbasemen

on the Lady Flames softball team!
by the name of Meredith Hollyfleld.!

And now the men's haskethalﬂ
team is being taken over from
someone who has coached at

. West Virginia University for the|

past five years. You can poke fun!
at us, but we do take our sports!
. very seriously. {
. I'm a person who is very pas-
i sionate when it comes to sports.
Maybe I'm a little too passionate. I
- think I'm the only player in my
high school's history who collected
close to double digits in technical
fouls in my basketball career.
Along with playing basketball [
also ran cross country and played
baseball
I tend to go with the home|
teams when it comes to repre-
sentin’ professional teams. It's
gotta be the Redskins in football,
or anyone who's playing Dallas,
and the Baltimore Orioles are my,
favs in baseball. I have to route for!
the Celtics in b-ball all because of!
my boyhood idol, Larty Legend. |

Say, did you see Cobi Jones'
header... ah never mind, youll
never find anything in my!
columns about Major League!
Soccer. Or is it futbol? Anyway, it
may be the world's sport, but it
surely isn't America’s.

NASCAR racing and the NWO
aren't too high on my list of watch-
able non-sports either. In my opin-
ion, you have to be from the South
or another country to enjoy any or
all of the above sports.

I'm going to try and keep the
sports pages real. Next semester:
you'll see the addition of box
scores and a weekly schedule of
the coming week's events to keep
you up on who's playing where
on Liberty's campus. I also plan_
to add a weekly box with some-
thing from LU's sports history,
thanks to a suggestion given by
Pastor Dwayne Carson.

After all, it was ‘94 when the/
men's team was in the NCAA/
Tournament playing UNC in the
first round, which was the first time |
that | had ever heard of Liberty.

Speaking of the eluatrbus
NCAA Tournaments, I greatly
anticipate the annual trip to the
women's NCAA's and hopefully
even the men's. I'm also
forward to being the first Sports.
Editor to go to the IAA playoffs. |

It should prove to be an interest- |

ing experience serving as your
sports editor. Hopefully I can step
on some toes and keep you all
awake through the coming semes-
ters. Don't take offense to anything
that | write in my columns elther, |
because | tend to write with a little |
sarcasm in the humor,
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First LU athlete inducted (@3

— continued from page Bl

organization responsible for
choosing the inductees. “David
has inspired me and so many
other people, so I felt like he was
the perfect candidate,” Trittipoe
explained.

Pounding over 73,000 miles of
pavement, rocks, streams and of
course, astroturf, Horton has defl-

nitely earned his membership. He Is
currently the world record holder for
running  and hiking  the
Appalachian Trall, the holder of the
third fastest time in the world for
running across the U.S. and the
only person in the world that has
done both the Appalachian Trail
and the Trans-America Footrace.
Horton has run in over 100 ultra-

and has come out in first place in 40
of the races. He Is scheduled to race
in another 100 plus ultra-marathon
in Colorado soon.

Always an advocate for healthy
living, Horton tries to encourage
anyone who crosses his path. “It's
up to you to stay active,” Horton
stressed. “I really hate to see people
do nothing.”
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Your Neighborhood Food Market

HONOR
A TN NOLR AN (AR

Sale Starte Wednesday, April 29th

DOUBLE

marathons which is 50 plus miles

Too close to call

MANUFACTURER'S

COUPONS

UPTO

One manufacturer coupon per item,
please.Certain Limits Apply.
See Store For Details

99¢ game Xtreme Bowling
All you can bowl special
Sunday 9 p.m. to 12 a.m.

528-2695
4643 Murray Place
Lynchburg, VA 24501
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* * *

SUMMER INTERNSHIPS - EARN
$3000 - $6000 & GAIN VALUABLE
BUSINESS EXPERIENCE selling
yellow page advertising in your
University's Telephone Directory this
SUMMER. Excellent advertising/
sales/P.R. RESUME BOOSTER. Call
College Directory Publishing: 800-466-
2221 ext 230 or 288. visit our site at
http:///www.campusdirectory.com

* * *

A reliable, mature man needed.
Evenings, Saturdays at Silver Pig
Barbecue. No Sundays. Please call 846-
5676 for details. Ask for Jim.

Growing Conservative, Pro-Family,
Pro-Life, and Pro-free enterprise PAC
seeks interns. Greal for conservative
political and administrative experience.
Capitol Hill location, close to metro.
Contact Les or Christine: 202/479-
9696.

CHRISTIAN SUMMIER
CAMPS

In the Blue Ridge Mountains of

NORTH CAROLINA
CaMP ¥ F o Can =3
KAHDALEA / CHOSATONGA
Seeking STAFF with deep
commitment to CHRIST.

Cooks, Rock Cl'imbmg. Horseback
Rid:’ng. Mountain Bikmg, Tennis.
Gymnastics, White Water

Canoeing, Swimmmg. Field Sports,
Arts, Backpacking, MORE.

2500 Morgan Mill Rd, Brevard
NC 28712 « (704) 884-6834 i

kahdalea @citcom.net

Motorcycle Houses for Rent June 98 - May 99.

VIC

SPECIAL

SPECIAL
Bave At Least

1981 Kawasaki 440 street bike, new
paint, good sticker, excellent condition,

Near Lynchburg College/TRBC. 323
Yeardley Ave. 3 BR, 1BA. Call Stanely

looks & runs good, paid $950, 804-582-
5643, Ask for Ed.

832-2768 or 385-7907. 316 Lakewood
St. 3BR, 2BA. Call Bob 832-2418 or
239-1961. 412 Lakewood St. 3BR,
1BA. Call Calvin 832-2355 or 385-
1134. Furnished, including washer and
dryer. Clean and well maintained.

Wil s

Don’t give it away - * Consign It”.
Furniture, Electronics, Musical
Instruments, Marching Band Boots,
Shoes - 239-0204

Buy it,Sell it,Rent it,Find it.

Apartment for rent, 10 min. from LU,
2BR, 1 1/2 bath, W/D, $425, 525-6579.

.Jf“'r,
v

Affordable comfort,
accessibility, great value..

Central Location, convenient to everything.
Your choice of 1, 2, or 3 bedrooms. Modern
appliances with dishwasher and disposal.
Money-saving energy package. From $375.
Roommate Referral Service Available.

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10-6

40
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Witht demur VIE Caanld
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Call 237-2901 V“,r}tch Vg‘rtch
Card Card

Prices Effective

Prices In This Ad Effective Wednesday, April

@ Located on Mill Stream Lane off

(G, v ’
OFPORTUMmIY Graves Mill Road next to Skateland

Through May 5, 1998
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GOLDEN STATE WARRIOR- Amy Csider launches another
. rocket to an opposing batter. Csider struck out a team-
high 97 batters in her freshman year.

Congratulations Mary Jo
“We Love You!

You have worked so hard
& have made us prowd.
You have attained your goals
‘ & the Lord has blessed you.

Love you always
Mom & DVad
Prov. 3:566

pivect pour patl.

By BRIAN WOOLFORD

Asst, Sports Editor

The 1998 softball season was
highlighted by some oulstanding
performances and achievements
by the Lady Flames. Liberty con-
tinued to recelve solid contribu-
tions from Stacy Radulovich, who
had a team-leading batting aver-
age of .350, and 11-game winner
Katie Phillips.

1998 also proved to be the year
that the Lady Flames produced
some remarkable upsels. On
March 24, Liberty ended an eight-
game winless streak against the
University of Virginia by defeating
the Cavallers 2-0 and 1-0 in a
doubleheader.

The Virginia Tech Lady Hokles
also fell victim to Liberty, when
the Ladles scorched them twice
on April 21,

Much of the success generated
by the Flames this year can be
attributed to a productive fresh-
man class. Starting Catcher
Cheryl Everly, first baseman
Meredith Hollyfield and shortstop
Lisa Jones combined for 73 hits
and 25 RBIs this season. But,
one of the top newcomers to the
Flames was pitcher Amy Csider.
Sudden Impact

Csider, a California native, has
made a smooth transition from
high school to college athletics. In

B Conaratulations Mlark Daniel,
| Pou Have come this far with the help of the Lord
Continue to conumit pour waps to Him, He will

e [obe pou and are proud of pour accomplishiments.
Fove Hom & Dad

CHUNG KING restaurant

HOURS: f;x*"ﬂ{;_ Onfy

11:30am - 2:30pm * Lunch Buffet: e Finest
cAnnY OUT 4:30pm - 11pm * DINNER: AUTHENTIC

and DELIVERY 4:30pm TO 10:30pm
FAMILY Thurs-Fri-Sat Night CHINESE
BANQUET FACILITVIES| BUFFET Sunday 11:30am - 2:30pm
CUISINE
7118 TIMBERLAKE RD

weene " 2393444 = s

DON'T

LET YOUR
WMEMORIES
FADE AWAY

] 998 SELAH YEARBOOK

ONLY $24 08

high school, [
Cslider was [\
twice selectled

to the All-East
Bay team and
once selected to
the Oakland
Tribune's All-
Player team. In
the classroom,
Amy was a four
year-year honor
roll student and
also received

ents in first y

strong rotation
that the leam's
pitching would
improve substan-
tially. Liberty
normally uses
only two pilch-
ers, forcing the
duo to pitch in
30 games a year.

His strategy
worked like a
charm: Liberty's

team earned run

the academic
award of excel-
lence.

The progres-
sion to the col-
lege game has
forced Csider to
adapt to the
higher level of
competition.

“We tend to play better

in the big games...I feel

we can do very well in
the tournament”

— Amy Csider

average dropped
from 2.51 to 1.63
with the addition
ol Csider.

“Amy has been a
key factor to our
pitching success
... her stats prove
her worth, “ said
Wetmore.

FiLe Proto

Csider relles
less on her fastball and more on
her change-up and off speed
pitches in the colleglate game.

“I can't overpower hitters at
this level, yet, * Csider says mod-
estly.

This should be troubling to
opposing teams considering that
Csider posted a team-high 97
strikeouts in her first year. Csider
also showed her endurance in her
freshman year by throwing 14
complete games.

Coach Paul Wetmore hoped by
adding Csider to his already

 Dear Sonja (a.

k.a. Sassy)
A mother holds your hand for awhile but
_holds your heart forever. Who would have lsnown
‘we would have to experience this saying so soon
In life? The void and loss we feel is so great
‘because the person we losf was' not only our
‘mommy but our best friend. | thank God we are
together during this time. | don’t understand why
it had to happen now but | know God's thoughts
‘and ways are higher than my own and | trust that
‘He will be with us wherever we go (Joshua 1:9).
| love you so much and am very proud of you and all you have accomplished.
‘Although | have no clue where | will go after | graduate, | do lknow that if we are
‘not that close in miles we will always be close in heart. (Plus I'll only be a phone
_call away. We can afford 10¢ a min.)

Potent Pitching

Throughout the year Csider
showed that she was a sound
hurler. From mid-March to early
April, Csider won six straight
games. During her stretch she
registered victories over Vermont,
Radford University and the
University of Maryland-Baltimore
County.

When Csider was in control on
the mound, she was almost
impossible to hit. She pitched
masterful shutouts against
Morgan State, Vermont and

North Carolina A&T. Opposing

S Freshman brings the heat for the Flames

Csider overwhelms oppon ear for the Lady Flames

batters barely managed a .200
batting average againslt the fresh

man. Csider
backed up her pltching with a
steady season al the plate. She
batted a respectable .268 with 38
hits and 19 RBIs.

Superb Composure

Saturday, Csider displayed the
self-control of an upperclassman,
In a game thal decided the fate of
the Lady Flames season, Csider
remained calm In pressure situa-
tlons. Early In game two against
Winthrop Universily, Csider
found herself in bit of trouble.

Cslder had allowed four hits in
less than two innings work, but
the Lady Flames were down 1-0.
The relaxed Csider remained
unflustered as Winthrop put two
runners In scoring position.
Csider struck out secondbase-
man Selina Fine to end the
inning, and then started to roll
the rest of the game.

After the second Inning, Csider
allowed no more hits and struck
four balters. The win pushed the
Lady Flames into the Big South
Tournament. With the team car-
rying the momentum from two
vital wins over Virginia Tech and

a good offensive showing
Saturday, Liberty is ready for the
postseason.

“We tend to play better in the
big games, | feel we can do very
well in the tournament,”
Csider.

says

| love you. Love your little sister,

Tanya (a.k.a. TJ.)

af e year! Whether yoube a i
the gowetful musit, flavdess pw

SEVEN HILLS SUMMER MUSIC

GAMES

LIBERTY UNIVERSITY
WILLIAMS STADIUM

Friday, June 26, 1998

:00pm
Tickets:

$12.00 reserved seating
$10.00 general seating

For ticket iInformation: 582-2318 or 582-2017 fax |
It's & wight of sntertainment for the whole lamily!

pertormance!
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Spruill battles with martial arts on his side

Liberty senior Kevin Spruill ponders future Extreme Fighting in minors

By PAUL PIERSON

Champlon Reporter

Arl. The meaning of the word has
many variables. A creative or imaginative
creativity: the expressed arrangements
of elements within a medium. It also can
be Interpreted as meaning a crafl or a
trade, cunningness, a skill. And of
course the one who is the creator of art
Is an artist. Senfor Kevin Spruill is an
artist. His art is extreme fighting.

Some may ask, "How can extreme
fighting be an art?” Extreme fighting is a
discipline of the body, soul and mind.
Many techniques and styles of martial
arts are adminislered during matches.
Extreme fighting is the “"minor league
system” of the Ulimale Fighting
Championship.

Since the young age of 6, Spruill has
been studying martial arts. Although his
technique is freestyle fighting, some of his
other arts are: muli thai (thai boxing) and

PauL PIERSON

NOBODY BOTHERS ME — Senior Kevin Spruill shows his moves
on a helpless victim. Spruill has received mentoring from the

top of the Ultimate Fighting Champions.

-u%

845-81

o 014 Memorial Ave., Ly

gic Tanning Salon
nh Unlimited

3 Guaranteed!
xercise Gym
-no contracts

-no down payments

Kenpo (chinese karate), which Involve
submission and bone-breaking moves
along with wrestling and street fighting,
Many artists are criticized for their works.
Like many artists, Spruill's work has its
own story. Growing up on the streets of
Honolulu with his friends, Sprull quick-
ly got involved in street fighting. It was
only a matter of time before he got
involved in the underground illegal fights.

“Adrenaline was easy, it was a fear for
my life, it was like a human cockfight,”
Spruill said.

Many movies glorify these fights, but
according to Spruill they are nothing of
the sort. “It wasn't as glorified as the
movies made it out to be. The organizers
were no different from drug lords or
mafla men." If a fighter won, he was
treated like royalty, if he lost, well, things
didn't go very well. “You were pretty
much a slave to your boss, it was not a
shining part of my life.”

When things appeared to be going from
bad to worse in Kevin's life, he was
befriended by the legendary Kimo. Kimo
is considered one of the greatest UFC
fighters ever. He is one of very few men
ever to defeat the great Hoyce Gracey.
Witnessing to Sprullls group of friends,
Kimo soon led Kevin back to the church.

“I'm a Kimo kid, I have always attend-
ed church. I just fell away,” Spruill com-
mented. “My parents didn't even know
my lifestyle. When Kimo came and I saw
my unsaved friends getting saved, | had
to come back.”

Four and a half years later, with 25 (19
wins and six losses) fights under his belt,
Spruill has another fight coming up in
the summer. With his first fight in over

Tuesday, April 28, 1998

a year coming up in July, Sprulll has
many questions he has to answer for
himsellf.

“People look at me like I've got a tough
attitude and I'm some tough guy, but
I'm a normal kid. I don't have that [tough
attitude], my mind set Is Jesus first.”
Spurill also went on to say, “When I
came to Liberty, a lot of people ques-
tioned, whether or not what I was doing
was Christ-like. I might not get back at
all, 1 like (fighting) and all, my heart Is
Jjust in different places.”

Competition, like art has many vari-
ables. Webster's dictionary defines It as
the act of competing in a contest or
match; official participation in an orga-
nized sport, an opposition.

Hurt. Injuries. Pain. Blood. Like an
artist, Spruill has struggled for his work.
“My losses have been losses. They were
really bad,” Spruill said. “It usually takes
three months to recover from a match.”

Broken noses, concussions, cuts,
lumps (the kind that feel like one has
been beaten with a baseball bat) and
welts cover a fighter's body are some of
the injuries that require treatment after
a match.

Has Spruill painted his last portrait, or
will he dip his brush into competition
one more time? “I won't decide yet, I'm
going to keep training, but I still have a
month or so to decide.”

A painting takes time to create. Some
take years, others less. Sprulll has been
working on his masterpiece for quite
awhile. Maybe he is done, maybe he is
not. Like many artists, Spruill would like
people to learn something about the
artist and not just his art. As he smiles

Congratulations Shawn
You have made God and our family proud. On February
26t 1983, we became a blessed family. Continue living

God's way and your life will be filled with jewels.
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1998 Ford Escort ZoXoA

You've hit the books. Now it's time to hit the road. Ford can help. College seniors
and grad students get $400 cash back” toward the purchase or Ford Credit
Red Carpet Lease of any eligible Ford or Mercury. It's academic: pocket the cash,
grab life by the wheel. For more College Graduate Purchase Program info,
call 1-800-321-1536 or visit the Web at www.ford.com

o
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Last seccond shot of fFlames spon'ts

1998 proved to be a proud year for Liberty University’s sports fans with title upon title
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“WE'RE NUMBER ONE!" — Liberty University's Lady Flames basketball team pulled off the greatest season in history by going 28-
1 and winning its second Big South title. An undefeated regular season was rewarded with a first round bid with Tennessee.

Fr.e PHoTo
ICING ON THE CAKE — Chris White and the LU
hockey team proved that youth has nothing to do
with winning, as they enjoyed a successful season.

THoMAS LoviNG
YOUNG GUNS — The youthful LU softball team gained valuable experience in the '98 campaign.
Expectations were placed high on this young team early in the year and they have started to peak
at just the right time. Hopefully, the softball team will be able to overcome ECU in the tourney.

=K/ B GREAT MOMENT
mNEDm—mewmmntemnemenedthhyeubyMngmehﬂ:stmgquswsonN;t:.
MEMOIRS OF A CHAMPIONSHIP — Sarah Wilkerson cuts down the net after the Lady Flames’ run
through the Big South Tournamnet. Liberty defeated UNC-Asheville in the Championship game. IN ‘ O ’\;Fv IS I OR .
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© alternative. After many unsuc-
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evetywhere when he made
the first lunar leap. The taste
of victory was especially
sweet because horses had
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on secret technology toward g v ’
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your success with you. Believe His
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Spruill battles with martial arts on his side

Liberty senior Kevin Spruill ponders future Extreme Fighting in minors

By PAUL PIERSON

Champlon Reporter

Art. The meaning of the word has
many variables. A creative or imaginative
creativity: the expressed armmangements
of elements within a medium. It also can
be Interpreted as meaning a craft or a
trade, cunningness, a skill.
course the one who is the creator of art
Is an artist. Senfor Kevin Spruill is an
artist. His art is extreme fighting,

And of

Some may ask, "How can extreme
fighting be an art?” Extreme fighting is a
discipline of the body, soul and mind.
Many techniques and styles of martial
arls are administered during matches.
Extreme fighting is the "minor league
system” of the Ultimale Fighting
Championship.

Since the young age of 6, Sprulll has
been studying martial arts. Although his
technique is freestyle fighting, some of his
other arts are; mui thai (thai boxing) and

PauL PIERSON

NOBODY BOTHERS ME — Senior Kevin Spruill shows his moves
on a helpless victim. Spruill has received mentoring from the
top of the Ultimate Fighting Champions.

Kenpo (chinese karate), which involve
submission and bone-breaking moves
along with wrestling and street fighting.
Many artists are criticlzed for their works.
Ltke many artists, Sprulll's work has Its
own story. Growing up on the streets of
Honolulu with his friends, Sprudll quick-
ly got involved in street fighting, It was
only a matter of time before he got
involved in the underground illegal fights.

“Adrenaline was easy, it was a fear for
my life, it was like a human cockfight,”
Sprulll said.

Many movies glorify these fights, but
according to Spruill they are nothing of
the sort. “It wasn't as glorified as the
movies made it out to be. The organizers
were no different from drug lords or
mafla men.” If a fighter won, he was
treated like royalty, if he lost, well, things
didn't go very well. “You were pretty
much a slave to your boss, it was not a
shining part of my life.”

When things appeared to be going from
bad to worse in Kevin's life, he was
befriended by the legendary Kimo. Kimo
Is considered one of the greatest UFC
fighters ever. He is one of very few men
ever to defeat the great Hoyce Gracey.
Witnessing to Sprullls group of friends,
Kimo soon led Kevin back to the church.

“I'm a Kimo kid, I have always attend-
ed church. [ just fell away,” Spruill com-
mented. “My parents didn't even know
my lifestyle. When Kimo came and [ saw
my unsaved friends getting saved, I had
to come back.”

Four and a half years later, with 25 (19
wins and six losses) fights under his belt,
Sprulll has another fight coming up In
the summer. With his first fight in over

a year coming up in July, Spruill has
many questions he has to answer for
himself.

“People look at me like I've got a tough
attitude and I'm some tough guy, but
I'm a normal kid. I don’'t have that [tough
attitude], my mind set is Jesus first.”
Spurlll also went on to say, “When 1
came to Liberly, a lot of people ques-
tioned, whether or not what I was doing
was Christ-like. I might not get back at
all, I like (fighting) and all, my heart Is
Just in different places.”

Competition, llke art has many vari-
ables. Webster’s dictionary defines it as
the act of competing in a contest or
match: officlal participation in an orga-
nized sport, an opposition.

Hurt. Injuries. Pain. Blood. Like an
artist, Spruill has struggled for his work.
“My losses have been losses. They were
really bad,” Sprulll said. “It usually takes
three months to recover from a match.”

Broken noses, concussions, cuts,
lumps (the kind that feel like one has
been beaten with a baseball bat) and
welts cover a fighter's body are some of
the injuries that require treatment after
a match.

Has Spruill painted his last portrait, or
will he dip his brush into competition
one more time? “I won't decide yet, I'm
going to keep tralning, but 1 still have a
month or so to decide.”

A painting takes time to create. Some
take years, others less. Spruill has been
working on his masterpiece for quite
awhile. Maybe he is done, maybe he is
not. Like many artists, Spruill would like
people to learn something about the
artist and not just his art. As he smiles

Congratulations Shawn
You have made God and our family proud. On February

261 1983, we became a blessed family. Continue living

By JUSTIN
HERZOG
Champion Reporter
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Last second shot OF F lames spoRts

1998 proved to be a proud year for Liberty Umversnty S sports fans with title upon title
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FiLE PHoTO
ICING ON THE CAKE — Chris White and the LU
hockey team proved that youth has nothing to do
with winning, as they enjoyed a successful season.

ZONED IN — The LU baseball team excelled this year by winning their first regular season title.
MEMOIRS OF A CHAMPIONSHIP — Sarah Wilkerson cuts down the net after the Lady Flames' run
through the Big South Tournamnet. Liberty defeated UNC-Asheville in the Championship game.

FiLE PHOTO

THE DAY THAT THE LOR

Dear Nick Campagna,

Jt's time to start another chapter

of life may God guide your foot

steps and His spirt protect you a
you seek His will.

Love Mom & Dad

Wn

FLe PHOTO

“WE'RE NUMBER ONE!" — Liberty University's Lady Flames basketball team pulled off the greatest season in history by going 28-
1 and winning its second Big South title. An undefeated regular season was rewarded with a first round bid with Tennessee.

—

Congratulations Frapp!

You did it! We will soon be celebrating
your success with you. Believe His
promises and know that he will always
guide you. We love you!

- Mom & Anthony
i
iy

THoMAs Loving
YOUNG GUNS — The youthful LU softball team gained valuable experience in the ‘O8 campaign.
Expectations were placed high on this young team early in the year and they have started to peak
at just the right time. Hopefully, the softball team will be able to overcome ECU in the tourney.
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everywhere when he made
the first lunar leap. The taste
of victory was especially
sweet because horses had
simultaneously been working
on secret technology toward £
the same goal. In the words of
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“...Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is Liberty" (2 Corlnthians 3:17)

lts requirements

For years, students have compiained about the Bible classes' forced attes
dance poliey at Thomas Road. Efther they prefer to go to another church or they

round of applause because they have finally heard our cries for change.

Road Baptist Church. We would like to thank the adnnnlstratlon for 1ts sympa
thy in this situation,
Dr. Towns said he realized that students have other places {0 go on the weck
- ends, so they will make Thomas Road attendance extra~credit. He said that his
Stunday school class will still paralle] the cotirse syllabtis. The School of Religlo
: expects the same amount of students to atiend because of the bonus incantive

Parking problen
UnexPectedly

v

Senlm's have resumes to finish, job-; mterviews to arrange an
- come for gmduauon These iong tukes are cuu;ing inh:: the preclous few

review our balances, there Is just one pmblem Moni and {)ad have eer
~ ofour financial forms,
~ Hfourdebts are not covered by May 1, then our schedules wﬂl be wiped aw
't'mr dorm requests will not be considered. This may beunfortlmate ut t
~_be no excuses and no exceptions, o '
. Students may overcome the difficulties of scraping money from the!r averdm
_accounts, but it will be hard to send in the forms that are miles ¢
- from Liberty. So, next ime send the students the!r mall beca 1

‘Quotes of the weel

- “Keep me as the apple of your eye: hide me in the shadow,o.f'j’nuf wm '
i -—-Psalms 1‘? B

~ ™We have two ears and one mouth 80 that we may taik less an' '-Ilaten mor

— Zemo, Srd Century B,
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Bible class changes fjjj

have plans on the week-end. Well, the Liberly “powers that be” deserve a huge .

Old and New Testament students are no longer required to attend ‘I'homas .'

So, I Butr IN LINE... T+'s
Not LIKE T KWiep Some one

At 7 p.m., I walk through the sliding
doors of the grocery store (whose name
will remain anonymous). The manager
eyes me and I turn from my original
destination to aisle two. There, I point-
lessly look at the calorle counts on
Hamburger Helper boxes and do price
checks on evaporated milk. When 1|
think I am in the clear, I cautiously
wander towards my goal.

Nested behind the flower section,
hidden behind the hundreds of bal-
loons, lies the candy bin! Malt balls,
Jimmy Beans, Chocolate Covered
Gummli Bears and Butter Popcorn fla-
vored Jelly Beans!

Throwing caution to the wind, I
snatch a plece here and a piece there.
(Free Samples?) Before 1 know it, my
mouth 1is full of Yogurt-Covered
Pretzels and my pockets are stuffed
with gourmet mints. Just before I
jump into the bin of Hot Tamales and
drown myself in its tantalizing spices, I
recover my composure and retrace my
footsteps.

The lady pushing her cart, eyes me
suspiciously. Her child looks at me with

Operation: “White Sin.”

QUENT!!! (and here I thought that my
only crime was that my cough may have
been a bit too much). What happened?
It just started out as a little white lie; I
just meant to take one piece of candy; I
didn't know that sneaking in the back
way at Marriot made me a thief; etc . . .
. It just seems so harsh, but, is it?

God said, “Do not Steall” God said,
“Do not lie." These are absolutes. (Sure,
Rahab, the prostitute, might have gotten
away with breaking the rules when she
lied to the guards for the “greater good.”
But, I don't think a Butter Popcorn fla-
vored Jelly Bean qualifies for this excep-
tion. Somehow, the Bible just would not
have been the same if its characters
would have justified tiny sins.)

Imagine if Esther would have ignored
God when he asked her to confront the
King, in order to save the Jews (for, he
could kill her because he hadn't
requested her presence), or if Daniel
would have lied about praying at the
window (after all, he was facing the
lion's den), or if Jesus would have
called in sick for his appointment with
Zaccheus (I mean the guy was a greedy

disappointed eyes. The manag-
er shoots daggders at my
bulging pockets. The delin-
quents, hanging out in front of
the store, nod at me with
applauding grins...
Aaaaaaaaaaaaah! I'm a felon. :

White sins. They seem so

_»'W

tax collector). It is so easy to

time after time, we see that if
we will just stay obedient to
God, He will give us the
“greater good™ and He will be
glorified.

In fact, when we give in

harmless. [ mean everyone
does it right? Whether it is a
petty theft or a little lie, it's no
big deal — right? . . . Right?
Well, that's what I thought before I
came to Liberty. Then God blessed me
with a roommate who is Mother
Theresa, reincarnated, and a good
friend named Gabrlel.

When it comes to the “little things,”
these are two of the most perfect people
that I have ever met. Not only have
these two taught me the detriments of
white sins, but I have also learned how
my “innocent” failures add up to big,
dark, ominous crimes.

I remember one of the first times that
I encountered their condemnation. It
was one of those nights when leprosy
seems better than going to work. I just
wanted to rest, study and relax. The
last priority of my night was going to the
“universal freshman” job at Trans
America Telemarketing,

So, as they sat chatting in my room,
I picked up the phone and rasped —
“Uhmm, Chris (my supervisor), I'm not
feeling too good (cough, cough). I just
can't make it tonight, there is just no
way. I'm really sorry.” I was just about
to jump back into the “Life of Sigmund
Freud,” when I caught Mother Theresa
glaring at me - aghast!

She and her sidekick explained the
horrors of calling In sick. I was an
IRRESPONSIBLE, LYING, DECEITFUL,
LAZY, DISAPPOINTING, DELIN-

SUZANNE
MCDUFFIE

to little sins because it's “no
big deal,” that's when we
encounter the dreaded “if

I only's.” If only, David didn't

sneak a peak at Basheba — he would
have been spared God's wrath. If only
Moses wouldn't have hit that rock so
hard — he would have seen the promise
land. If only Herod would have swal-
lowed his first ounce of jealousy —
thousands of bables would have been
spared.

Sin has enormous consequences.
Whether you are a pick-ax murder or a
bubble-gum thief, your actions will
result in discipline. All sins are equal in
God's sight. They may seem little in
society's eyes, but the problem is that
the secular world bends the rules and
extends the grey lines so much that
soon there is no right and wrong.

For example, television's immorality
did not start out that way. It began
with couples in separate beds and then
they were sharing one bed and then
they were kissing in bed ... now it is
hard to find a show where couples are
not having illicit sex.

So think twice before you skip convo-
cation next time. After all, God said to
obey your authority and if you skip
convo., you may have to lie about being
sick. Then you have to miss all your
classes, then you have to lie to your
teachers, then you have to have your
roommate deceive the cafeterla when
she brings you food— Get the picture?

make sins look good. But, "cin stand with ‘my eyes closed on the

So, Dad was right,
you don’t learn

everything in class.

The day was sweltering. I sat at the
kitchen table with a brass letter opener
in my hand, fidgeting with the brochure
I had placed on the table. Dad stood
across the room, leaning against the
cupboard as he mulled over his next
cholce of words. It appeared that this
was time for another of my not-so-
favorite chats, one which included a few
choice thoughts on what I would be
doing in the months to come.

“It's not all about school,” Dad would
say. “Just remember, don't let your edu-
cation get in the
way of your learn-
ing.” k4

Of course, I did-
n't take Dad's
words to heart
immediately, for it
has taken me
years to under-
stand the ramifi-
cations of that
conversation.

JENNIFER
And as | sit here PILLATH

with a year of I —
Champion work

behind me, I understand what he
meant. 1 understand that although it
feels wonderful to be on the Dean'’s List,
or to receive high marks on a paper,
that is not where the core of our college
education comes from.

Rather, we meet people. We travel, we
challenge each other. In part, our peers
influence us to become thinkers and
athletes and musicians and writers.
During those four quickly fading years
we call college, we have the opportunity
to glean off of people from all different
walks of life and we have the opportuni-
ty to learn far more than our teachers
could ever pound into our exhausted
minds.

As I look back on the past year in this
office, I recognize that I am a different
person than the one who entered here
in August. 1 have learned to love
Thoreau and Bronte again, not because
of an English class, but because of the
constant influence of those I spent time
with.

1 have rediscovered the refreshing
impact of a hike on the Blue Ridge. I
had perhaps forgotten what it was like

mountain top while the wind pushed me
off balance, but that feeling has once
again been unearthed.

In the late nights that I have spent in
this office, I have debated, argued, chal-
lenged, lost and won a varlety of color-
ful arguments (ranging from what color
the Scooble Doos character Daphne's
hair was — for the ultra-curlous, it is
red, to the historical accuracy of college
textbooks, to the theological implica-
tlons of C.S. Lewis' “Chronicles of
Narnia”.) Now where else could you get
this type of education?

So it is with little apprehension that |
take up my new position on this staff.
Yes, grades may take second place at
times now. My nights may be full of
editing and writing. My days may be
full of appointments and meetings and
questions, but I will refuse to allow my
time here to be limited.

Indeed, Dad was right. There are just
some things that we can't miss out on.
There are just times when we have to
put our formal education on the back-
burner and focus on the other aspects
of college life.

For as we leave these doors with a
sheet of paper in our hands, it will rep-
resent more than classwork and tests
and projects. It will be full of life experi-
ences, and it will be packed with infor-
mation we have not learned in classes.

By working in this office, and by
accepting my position as editor in chief,
I do hope to bulld my resume and to
prepare for my career. But I know that
along with this job I will learn and I will
be challenged, just as 1 have been
already.

Speak §

“Compulters in every
room."

*More Parking.”

— Meredith Rainbow,
Jr.

— Christine Large, Jr

“More Parking.”

— April Golden, Jr.

“A shuttle on cam-
pus.”

— Sikumbuzo
Kunene, Jr.

“Name one improvement that you would
like to see on Liberty’s facilities.”

“Why are they trying to
put four people in a
broom closet?"

— Larry Buchanan,
Jr.

“Better utilization of
the space inhabited by
the 'Spirit Rock'.”

— Dave Dalton, Sr.

Photos by Shawn Eldridge
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One Murderer determines relations between countries

By SUZIE FULKS

Champlon Edltorialist

The world has been in a stir over
the execution of Paraguayan Angel
Francisco Breard on April 14,
1998. He was given lethal injec-
tion in the state of Virginia for the
murder of Ruth Dickie in 1992,

But the controversy is not over
a presumption that he might not
have been gulilty. However, anti-
death penalty advocates are try-
ing to convince citizens that his
Innocence is the issue. In reality,
the international flasco is rooted
in the fact that Breard was not
informed of his right to receive
consular help from Paraguay.
The country {s upset because
this assistance policy i1s a
mandatory requirement of the
Vienna Convention on Consular
Relations.

This conflict between the U.S,
and Paraguay is unnecessary,
because Breard had the chance

to remedy this when his case
went to the appeals court. The
Paraguayan consuls In the
United States contend that they
would have advised Breard to
take a plea agreement, thereby,
sparing his life.

Breard, Instead, claimed his
actions were not his fault (how
unusuall) because his former

Americans could possibly be
denied their rights If arrested in
other countries.

Paraguay also fought to stop
the executlion with the help of,
International Court of Justice by
asking the United States to delay.
Virginia Governor Gillmore went
ahead and allowed the execution
to take place, as he should have.

father-in-law Breard had the
placed a Satanic “The U.S. opportunity to cor-
curse on him and government rect this at the

he had no cholice.
Breard murdered
this innocent
woman, who was
his neighbor, In
cold-blood. He

should stand
strong and not
back down on
this issue.”

appellate level and
did not.

Instead of using
the help of an entire
country, he used
the determinism

stabbed her five
times in the neck, attempted to
rape her and then left her naked
from the waist down.

The World Court and U.S
Secretary of State Madeleine
Albright attempted to halt the
execution because of fear that

argument by claim-
ing that he was not responsible
for this crime. The fact that he
rejected his country's assistance
reveals that he was a very sick
man. He killed an innocent
woman in cold blood.

Whether this occurred in

E? Go
[ WeLL, T Can't Because,
(UM Pk Yoo Up AT 87

you T ==

I may shop at the Salvation
Army, but I fit the “Liberty Way."”

Dear Editor,

In a world where people busily fight to become
successful, and are more concerned with finance
than with family, we go to college in preparation for
the day that we also join the rat race. We swing
between freedom and responsibility, searching for
Jdentity; and for this fleeting time, we still have a
chance to be young.

I do believe that the dress code, whatever it may
he , shaould be enforced with consistency. However, |
personally, do not share your view that our stu-
dents dress inappropriately for class and should
strive to look more professional. God made people
as different as he made the varieties of flowers, food
and animals. He made us creative and unique.

Clothing is a harmless outlet of our creative
expression. As long as clothes are modest and with-
in the standing dress code, I do not understand how
this could be offensive,

Maybe, one day, I will become governed by “fash-
ion consclousness,” never wearing black shoes after
Easter and scoffing at navy-blue and black ensem-
bles. 1 will only shop at the Limited Express, and
out of the J. Crew catalogue, and I will look just
like you — a mere face In a very “professional
crowd.”

According to the Liberty Way, Vans are acceptable

. for girls. There is no differentiation between the

types of shoes that girls must wear for casual or
class dress.

I am not against the dress code, nor am | a rebel,
Even a uniform would benefit many students, sav-
ing us the half hour of deciding what to wear each
morning. For now, we have a slight window of free-
dom and self-expression, in which we can reside
well within all standards of our current dress code.

— Corina Hanson

Let's replace the rotten republicans
with a new party

Dear Editor,

1 am the father of two kids that graduated from
Liberty in 1990. | was delighted when I read the arti-
cle, “Do Republicans have any Moral Standards
Left?"

As your article clearly points out, the Republican
Party is morally bankrupt. Maybe Liberty students
should take a look al the U.S. Tax-Payer Party (a
third party). America cannot go without God.

Paraguay or America, this Is a
crime  worthy of death.
Therefore, the United States
should not be held responsible
for this violation.

Despite the fact that justice
was incurred, it was reported on
April 20, 1998, that Paraguay
may seek monetary damages
from the U.S. government for the
execution of this well-deserving
murderer. What a jokel Why
should his family get any restitu-
tlon? Soclety is moving backward
faster and faster with each pass-
ing day.

The U.S. government should
stand strong and not back down
from this issue. One murderer :
should not determine the rela- 7
tions between countries. =

Gov. Gilmore did the right ;
thing; he protected the rights of
American citizens in the state of
Virginia, and everywhere, by pro-
tecting us and not the criminal
who deserved to die.
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Thanks for a great article, I read it four times.

— Dan Kauffman

Vote for social conservatives, not
business conservatives

Dear Editor,

Since two of the Republican candidates for
Lynchburg City Counclil, this spring, are not pro-
life or social conservatives, I hope that Champion
and LU students will give the strongly pro-life
candidates a fair shake and fair hearing

— Jane Bradford Thurber

It's time to hold the true source
of corrupt children accountable

Dear Editor,

I am writing this letter In response to the com-
mentary, “Parents should be held responsible for
the actions of their children” - April 14, 1998.

Blaming others, or things for our own corrupt
actions is an Intriguing concept for me. Accusing
firearms, baseball bats, pogo sticks or ones' par-
ents as being the root cause for depriving someone
of their life, liberty or of their pursuit of happiness
is truly odd. Seriously, how can any tool or piece
of sports equipment suggest to the one holding it
that they should violate all established morals and
conventions of Western civilization, and go hay-
wire, wreaking death and destruction upon inno-
cent people?

Thanks to the modern psycho-socialists
(Democrats and Republicans) who control the var-
ious media “Bread and Circuses,” along with our
government, we have done just that.

I am wont to ask, why is television (tell-a-vision)
never identified as “The" major Iinfluence for many
actlons of the sick heads we read about today? Let
us consider a few truthful observations concerning
this “inert” medium that permeates virtually every
home, hospital room, laundromat and dormitory
room in this Christian land.

When was the last time you viewed any prime-
time cop show where some poor schlep wasn't
blown away (ala Dirty Harry style) in some really
cool gun action? How about the last time you
walched a scene between a man and a woman,
who were married? Were the actors married? And
even if they were, why would you be viewing them
in the most intimate of moments that are reserved
to be shared only between a husband and his

wife? Remember Noahs' nakedness?
Ham? (Hello?)

It seems that the Inhabitants of our western cul-
ture are being transformed into a gaggle of
unashamed voyeuristic perverts. I would like to
quote a few lines from William Blakes', “Lullaby”
— “O who hath caused this? O who can answer at
the throne of God? The Kings and Nobles of the
Land have done it! Hear it not, Heaven, thy minis-
ters have done it!"

By what means do governments control things?
The electronic media is regulated and licensed
through the Federal Communications Commission,
it is quite clear that the Intent is not to provide a
godly influence upon the sheep in our land, but to
allow the antichrist (wolves in sheep's clothing) to
lead us all astray.

Is this not obvious? Do we see, yet not see? What
will it take for us, as chosen people of God, to tear
down this sewage-infested, one-eyed Baal (Yes,
folk— it's an IDOLI) and return to our God with a
repentant heart? Does our creator not call us to
dwell on those things which are good for our edifi-
cation and uplifting?

You know, maybe it isn't such a bad idea to hold
parents responsible for the actions of their chil-
dren, because, just possibly, that might cause the
rams (Christian men) in our land to root out the
pagan, antichrist wolves who dominate the movie
industry in Hollywood ... “Thy Kingdom come, Thy
will be done in earth ... "

Remember

— Andrew Sansone

Dr. Borek deserves the spotlight
for all his hard work

Dear Editor,

We students, faculty, and all who care about
making Liberty a first-class university, should
support Dr, Borek and his plan for making this
campus a student friendly one. What a concept?
Who would have thought of it?

But still, we have neglected to show our sup-
port, and It's importance can't be overly empha-
sized. As J.F.K, put it, (with a little twist) — Ask
not what your campus can do for you, but what
you can do for your campus. Dr. Borek has a
dream, and we all need to do our part in making
it happen.

It's very appropriate for Dr. Borek to be our
commencement speaker. I and many others,
would like to flip our caps in reverence to God for
this' president's vislon and efforts regarding
Liberty and its students.

— Robert Ganlea

It's time to secure the security
Dear Editor,

Have you ever noticed that the campus security
follows each other around? Because, if one breaks
down, then the other car will be right there to pick
them up. Lately they look like the Dukes of Hazard
because their doors are broken and they have to
climb through the windows.

I know we all joke about the security guards, but
they do serve a purpose here on campus. If there
was a real emergency, I do not think those cars are
in any kind of condition to get there quickly.
Sometimes, the situation might even be a matter
of life and death.

The students drive better cars than the security
guards do. When was the last time the LUPD got
new cars? 15 years?

Hopefully, the administration will realize the
importance of this concern. The security guards
need operating cars that will get them to emergen-
cies quickly.

They should not have to worry If their cars will
break down or even start. If our campus is to have
guards, then they need proper equipment. You
wouldn't expect a doctor to operate without prop-
er equipment, so how can we expect security to do
the same?

— Jeanine Chappell

Thompson's election signals another
year of poor SGA leadership

Dear Editor,

Although the 1998 SGA presidential election has
been hailed as one of the cleanest in our school's
history, the results were regrettable.

The election of Alfred Thompson as president
shows that either the voting student body does not
pay attention to what the candidates say, or that
they don't want the SGA president to ever do any-
thing worthwhile,

I'm not saying that Jeff Coleman would have
been able to break the bonds that SGA exists
under, but at least he had a plan. Coleman had
thought about what SGA needed to do.

Alfred Thompson, on the other hand, had no
concrete idea of what he wanted to do. More impor-
tantly, he had no idea what he needed to do. And
yet he won,

Now we have a president who will be glad to give
us a hug or a handshake, but who is lost outside
of the group, therapy, session atmosphere.

— Randy King
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Rick Gage

)

Aaron + Jeoffrey

Scott Camp

Tell”

The“Coach”

Rick Gage excelled at two skills early in life: the art of play-
ing football and the art of playing church. At a young age
he showed promise as an athlete, attempting and
excelling at nearly every sport he tried. However, football
soon took precedence over them all. Rick played football,
his first love, from the time he entered Little League in ele-
mentary school until years later when he earned a schol-
arship to play in college.

While honing his football skills throughout his child-
hood and teenage years, Rick also demonstrated great
aptitude for playing another game — a game with much
more at stake. Rick learned to play “church.”

The son of a wellknown evangelist, Dr. Freddie
Gage, Rick and his three brothers atended church every
time the doors were open. However, despite the solid
Christian training he received at home and church, Rick
never developed a personal relationship with Jesus Christ,

During his junior high years, the friends Rick asso-
ciated with introduced him to alcohol and smoking. By
the time he reached his sophomore year in high school,
he was heavily involved in the party scene. Yet each
Sunday morning Rick was in church. Sometimes he even
led the Sunday School assembly, always maintaining a
perfect Christian image. Rick had mastered the art of
playing “church.,”

Just before his senior year of high school, Rick was
confronted with his need of a Saviour, When the Gage
family visited the Bay Area Baptist Church to hear Dr. |,
Harold Smith preach, Rick listened intently as Dr. Smith
preached his famous sermon, “God's Three Deadlines.”
His heart pounded with fear as he thought of his own

deadline, and how he had defiantly ignored God’s will. No
longer rebellious, but broken and weeping, Rick walked
the aisle that morning to recommit his life to God.
Unfortunately, what his counselor did not realize was that
Rick had never committed his life to the Lord. Rick left the
counseling room that morning sorrowful, but still lost,

Despite this tragic mistake, for a short period of time
Rick reformed. During his senior year, he turned his back
on the party scene. He read his Bible, prayed regularly and
focused on his dream of playing college football and even-
tually becoming a major college coach.

The next summer, it appeared that Rick’s dreams
were beginning to come true. After rigorous tryouts and
practices, he was given a full scholarship to play wide
receiver at Blinn Junior College in Brenham, Texas before
transferring to Cameron University in Lawton, Oklahoma,
Unfortunately, this success led Rick back into his sinful
habits, and new ones — such as frequent drug use —
began. This destructive pattern continued throughout his
college career,

After graduating from college, Rick continued down
the road to attaining his dream when he was hired as an
assistant football coach at West Texas State University. He
quickly began learning all he could under the direction of
head coach Bill Young, a committed Christian whose faith
was evident in every aspect of team life. Rick's background
in church enabled him o fit in, and he found himself, once
again, acting the part of a religious young man,

Just one year later, Rick was offered a shot at the “big
time." A coaching position became available in the highly
respected Southwest Conference at Texas Tech University. He
cagerly accepted the position and threw himselfinto his work.
At the same time, Rick pursued a life of sin just as vigorously.,

“During this period, my life began to slide downhill

... | became caught up in a lot of the worldly activities that
go on in the coaching profession. Gambling, drinking,
smoking and using marijuana then cocaine became com-
monplace,” stated Rick.

Two short years after obtaining his coaching posi-

"

tion at Texas Tech, Rick’s dreams of greatness came crash-
ing in around him. Released from his position at Texas
Tech, and unable to find another position, Rick again
turned to alcohol and partying. Rick describes this period
of his life in this way: “I was miserable. For years I had
ignored God and made decisions to advance my career,
My choices had forsaken spiritual values. I had chosen the
low road and had come to a dead-end street in my life. |
was so down, so discouraged, and so very depressed; |
was desperate to reach out to someone.”

Instead of turning to God, he continued to look for
relief in alcohol, drugs and partying. But what Rick did not
know is that God was working ... and that he would soon
be confronted with the disaster his life had become.

During Christmas of 1983, at the prompting of his
father, Rick attended a service at Trinity Church where
Evangelist James Robison was preaching, Using Isaiah
601:1, James Robison spoke of the captivity of sin. He pro-
claimed Jesus Christ — the one who could help the worst
sinner make a new life. That night, Rick had an encounter
with the One who could save him from the sin that held
him prisoner, the “Head Coach” of his life, the Lord Jesus
Christ! Confronted by his sin, Rick confessed and asked

Jesus to forgive him. He prayed that God would use his

life in a way that would draw others to Him.

Soon Rick began traveling with his father in evange-
listic ministry. However, his desire o coach football
remained strong. In 1984 he became the running back
coach at Liberty University. The two years Rick spent al

Liberty were a tremendous time of spiritual growth.
During this time he felt strongly that God was calling him
to full-time ministry; however, he knew this would require
him to leave the career he loved behind. Struggling with
the decision, he was told by well-known evangelist Manley
Beasley: “Rick, you will never be able to get away from that
call.” Indeed, while attending the 1986 convention of the
American Football Coaches Association in New Orleans,
Rick found he had no longer desired to interact with the
other coaches, or to indulge in his former immoral
lifestyle. Leaving the convention early, he returned to
Liberty, surrendered to the call wo full-time evangelism,
and enrolled in Liberty Baptist Theological Seminary.

Within a year, Rick became an associate evangelist
with Dr, Bailey Smith and “Real Evangelism,” spearhead-
ing the youth rallies and school assemblies on all of the
crusades, Through Christ, he was able to reach thousands
of lost teenagers.

In 1988, he met Lynne Peek, the girl he eventually
married, In the following years, God blessed Rick with two
lovely daughters. During this time, Rick launched the Rick
Gage Evangelistic Association,

Today, Rick speaks throughout the world in cru-
sacles, summer camps, high school assemblies and church
revivals, sharing the news of the saving and healing work
of Jesus Christ. He can speak first-hand of danger of play-
ing church. It is said that there is no limit to what God can
do with a life that is sold out to Him. Rick Gage is not only
an example of this truth, but also of the lengths that God
will go in order to bring that life to His saving grace.
Perhaps you, like Rick, have spent your life pursuing

things that do not bring satisfaction. If so, we encourage
you to give your heart 1o God today. Only He can bring
the lasting satisfaction you seek w
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