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uestion:  What was God’s

/. ultimate purpose in inspiring .

w the writing of the Old Testa-
ment? [n a nutshell, to accomplish a
twofold purpose.

To prepare us for the Saviour. During

the first Easter Sunday afternoon our
risen Lord appeared to two disciples on
route to Emmaus. They did not recognize
Him at first, but Christ used this oppor-
tunity to surmmarize the Old Testament
in their hearing: “And beginning at Moses
and all the prophets, he expounded unto
them in all the scriptures the things con-
cerning himself” (Luke 24:27).

‘The second purpose was to prepare us
for His service. ‘For whatsoever things
were written aforetime were written for
our learning, that we through patience
and comfort of the scriptures might have
hope” (Rom. 15:4). “Now all these things
happened unto them for ensamples: and
‘they are written for our admomtlon,

upon whom the ends of the world arer

come” (1 Cor. 10:11).
 Additionally, the Old Testament

prepares us for the message of the New

Testament. Of course, the great theme of

the New Testament is a completed salva-
tion. Note how the Old Testament

presents thls wonderful plan of

redemption.

Adam and Eve illustrated that salva-
tion clothes us (Gen. 3:2L; Zech. 3:15;

Rev. 3:5,18; 19:7:8). The first terrlble result

of sin upon Adam and Eve was the_
realization of their shame and nakedness

before God (Gen. 3:7). But the gracious

Creator then forgave and clothed His two

sinful citizens in Eden (3:21),

Cain and Abel ilhustrated that salva-

tion guarantees us acceptance. Cain's ex-

ample demonstrates the wrong way to be

accepted (Gen. 4:4-5; Eph. 1:6). Abel
made the first recorded “public profession

~ of Christ” on earth when he offered the
blood sacrifice while Cain became the

first religious rebel by offering a bloodless
sacrifice:

The Ark and the Passover 1llustrated‘
that salvation protects us from God’s
wrath (Gen. 7:1; Exod. 12:23: see also

Rom. 1:18; Col. 3:6; 1 Thess. 1:10; Rev.

6:17). The unprotected will be sub]ected ~

to a future world judgment wrath (the

message of the Ark) and to a personal |
Great White Throne judgment (the lesson

from the Passover).
Abraham and Isaac illustrated that
salvation provides for us an acceptable

- substitute (Gen. 22:12-14: see also [sa,
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