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» 2008 PRESIDENTIAL RACE
Rudy Giuliani dropped out
of the presidential race and
endorsed fellow Rep. John
McCain. Dem. John Edwards
also dropped out of the race
but has yet to endorse any
of the remaining candidates.
Barack Obama and Hillary
Clinton are nationally tied with
41 percent of the Democratic
voter support, according to a
recent CBS poll.

» INSURRECTION IN CHAD
Rebels charged Nairobi,
the capital of Chad, last
Saturday in an effort to oust
current President Idriss Deby.
Hundreds of rebels with
submachine guns entered
Chad from the Sudanese
desert. Government forces are
attempting to repel the attack.

» BAGHDAD BOMBED
Nearly 100 people were killed
in Baghdad on Friday in the
latest episode of suicide
bombings. The two women
involved in the attack were
mentally disabled and are
thought to be unaware of the
fact that they were being used
in the bombings.

» NATIONAL BUDGET
President Bush's budget
proposal, given to lawmakers
Monday, is anticipated to have
a deficit of $400 billion this
year and next. Major causes
of the deficit are the war bills
from Iraq and Bush's tax rebate
checks.

* IN THE LINE OF DUTY
Since the start of the war in
Iraq during March 2003, 208
journalists and media support
staff have died while covering
events on location according to
the group Reporters without
Borders.

» SUPER BOWL RECORD
The Patriots may not have
finished with their names in
the record books, but Fox
earned the most viewers of any
Super Bowl with 97.5 million
tuning in on Sunday evening.
A 30-second advertisement
cost companies $2.7 million,
according to AP reports.

+ SUPER TUESDAY
Around two dozen states
are holding primaries today,
including New Jersey and
California, Demaocratic
spots available for claiming
total 1,681 delegates, while
Republican delegates total
1,023,

* PUNXSUTAWNEY PHIL
The groundhog for the Feb. 2
celebration of the unofficial
holiday saw its shadow, and
six more weeks of winter have
been predicted.
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BLINDFOLDED — RA applicants
partidpate in a game called
“running from the smoke,” an
activity meant to build trust

and leadership skills.

Nick PooLe

FOLLOW THE

LEADE

By Natalie Lozano
NEWS REPORTER

fter enduring rumors of noxious smoke and
methods of interrogation, Resident Assis-
tant (RA) applicants completed their latest
step in the proeess of becoming next year's
student leaders.

RA applicants are first required to complete a 25-
plus essay questionnaire that derails spiritual and doc-
trinal beliefs, leadership
views and even what
books they have read.
Applicants  must  also
request  recommenda-
tions from both of their
current RAs, complete
and pass both a bibli-
cal knowledge test and
a test detailing Office
of Student Leadership (OSL) practices, and finally,
participate in multiple interviews with their current
Resident Directors (RD).

If an applicant is selected to proeeed to the second
round, they first participate in Exposure Weekend,
which was held this past Friday and Saturday in and
around Liberty's campus. Over 200 RA applicants
crowded into DeMoss 1114 along with 23 RDs, nu-
merous current RAs and other members of OS1..

Of Friday’s opening session, freshman Joshua
Cushing said. "Most of us were expecting a more se-
rious business atmosphere, (but) they threw techno
music and strobes ar us,”

66 Whether or not we make RA;
everything we learn s still
going to be beneficial to us. 99

MATT TOOGOOD, SOPHOMORE

RA applicants learn
tricks of the trade

The evening began with an introduction to this
year’s theme, "LLOST.” and applicants were informed
that that they had just crashed onto a island, their mis-
sion being to survive and escape “the others.”

The beginning of the weekend is always the best
part for RD Kristi Wollbrink.

“Everyone is pumped, energy is high., and a little
of the unknown that surrounds Exposure Weekend
begins to unravel,” Wollbrink said.

Following the opening session, applicants were
then dismissed into
groups of approximately
1o students with two
observing RAs and one
RD. Throughout the
evening, students faced
different challenges

DeMoss.

I fele like I was
at camp again with all these obstacles,” Janessa
O'Connor said.

One of the most memorable activities for junior
Raphacla "Torman was called “Running from the
Smoke.” Applicants lined up with their hands on the
shoulders of the person in front of them, Everyone ex-
cept the last person in line was blindfolded and the

person who could see directed everyone in front of

them as they maneuvered around DeMoss.

Please see RA, A6
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Biology
professor
battles
evolution

By Stan Barringer
NEWS REPORTER

Liberty biology professor Dr. Na-
thaniel Abraham was fired by Woods
Hole  Oceanographic  Institution
(WHOI) three years ago because he
would not regard evolutionary theory

. Di. ABRAHAMIN DEPTH

as fact. Sinee his termination, evidence
of discrimination and bias in the situ-
ation remains virtually unreported.
Abraham filed a lawsuit in December
of 2007 against WHOI, alleging un-
lawful discrimination resulting in his
termination,

Abraham was hired by WHOI
in March 2004 as a specialist in ze-
brafish developmental biology and pro-
grammed cell death, a biological mech-
.anism that eliminates developmental
cells that have become damaged or are
no longer needed. Abraham’s unique
expertise was widely acknowledged in
the lab where he worked at WHOL.

Please see ABRAHAM, A3

QUIZ BOWL: LU
wins for third
consecutive year

By Kirsten Filiberto
NEWS REPORTER

Liberty University took home the
Big South Quiz Bowl Championship
for the third time this weekend. Team
co-captain Zach Curtis has been on the
team since Liberty first started com-
peting. Other team members include
co-captain Kelly Hamren, Nicholas
Orta, Robert Mullis and Sarah Davis-
Leonard.

Curtis described the Quiz Bowl as
“the varsity sport of the mind." Each
team consists of four players who are
asked questions pertaining to various
subjects such as current events, sports,
the arts, math, literature, science and
history. Quesrions are asked within the
context of two, ¢ight-minute halves. A
toss-up question begins the rounds,
with the first correct answer winning
the team a series of individual bonus
questions  unavailable to the other
team.

Please see QUIZ BOWL, A6
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New English honor
society members pledge
to uphold sincerity, truth
and design at induction
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English Honor Society welcomes new members

By Jennifer Schmidt
NEWS EDITOR

Braving an icy night, students and
faculey alike ventured out to Sigma
Tau Delta’s (STD) annual induction
ceremony held in the Grand Lobby
of DeMoss on Friday. The English
honor society’s president.  Suzanne
Edwards, kicked off the event. which
included information about STD. an
original reading by Dr. Karen Swallow
Prior. and the official induction of 26
new student members and one faculty
member. Ms. Marybeth Davis.

Dr. Prior, whois currently writing a
book entitled “How Literature Helped
Save My Soul.” treated audience mem-
bers to a reading of the first chaprer,
which describes her experiences grow-
ing up in a Christian houschold where

book reading was held on par with
church attendance.

Prior described reading as the
“source of one of the world's greatest
joys,” and further stated her belief that
“books should be promiscuously read.”

John Milton’s “Aeropagetica” was
the featured work of Prior’s first chap-
ter, of which she said. *[ felt vindication
as a Christian because of Milton, and 1
felt liberated.”

Tinged with humor and naked
honesty, Prior's work extols listeners
to commit themselves “to truth rather
than comfort.”

As the ceremony progressed, new
members were charged to uphold the
national standards of the honor society
and to personally commit to the ide-

als of literature and charity. while also’

promoting the three values of STD:

sincerity, truth and design.

“It’'s a more concentrated commu-
nity where people who have the same
interests are doing the same thing at
the same time. It works out well.” grad-
uating senior and new member Ryan
Knight said.

Carolyn Towles, a faculty advisor
for STD since 2002, said. “It forms
community and provides a way for
English majors to branch out.” noting
the many activities the society hosts
every semester, including hikes, service
projects and movie nights.

STD has existed at Liberty for more
than 20 years and currently has around
50 active members.

Contact Jennifer Schmidt at .

jschmidt@liberty.edu.

By Brandon Gallagher
NEWS REPORTER

Liberty  University's  Distance
Learning Program was recently
ranked third by the Online Educa-
tional Database (OEDb), which
ranked 41 schools across the nation
who have most or all of their instruc-
tion through online methods.

“This ranking helps Liberty meet
its mission.” said Ronald S. Kennedy,
exceutive director of distance learn-
ing and graduate studies. “This is a
great branding and recruiting tool for
the university as a whole.”

The rankings evaluate a school’s
online program based on cight differ-
ent metrics: financial aid, acceptance
rate, peer Web citations, retention
rate, graduation rate, scholarly cita-
tions. student-faculty ratio and years
aceredited.

Upper lowa University placed
first in the rankings, followed by Le-
Tourncau University. This was Lib-
erty’s first time placing.

Other schools of note on the list
include Regent University (seventh),
Westwood College (ninth)., Colora-
do Technical University (15th), ITT
Technical University (16th), Kaplan
University (17th) and the University
of Phoenix (25th).

Liberty's DLP currently enrolls
23,000 students and, by July 1. will
support over 26,000 students. The

DLP ranked third in
nation out of 41 schools

program is a non-profit entity while
most other colleges on the list are
for-profit entities owned by groups of
investors.

“Online education is a very com-
petitive industry,” Kennedy said.

Over the next few years the pro-
gram should continue to grow.

“Realistically, we can have j0-
60,000 students in five years,” Ken-
nedy explained. “The processes are in
place to be scaleable from 50,000 up
to 75.000 students,”

“I really have enjoyed my experi-
ence with Liberty’s Distance Learn-
ing Program,” Joshua Norman said.

Norman is a full-time DLP stu-
dent currently working on his degree
in business management.

“I wasn't able to fit traditional on
campus classes into my schedule,” he
said, “but with Liberty'’s DLP, I can
do the work whenever I can find time
and still pursue the degree I want.”

The program is ideal for people
who do not have the time in their
schedule or the means to attend col-
lege in person.

Online education has exploded
over the last decade due to the flex-
ibility it offers, as well as its cost-effec-
tive nature.

Contact Brandon Gallagher at
bmgallagher@liberty.edu.

CORRECTION

rassment or confusion,

In last week’s “Bhutto gone, violence reigns in Pakistan,” Liberty student
Mamoona Yousaf was once incorrectly referred to as “he” instead of "she.” The
editorial staff was responsible for this oversight and apologizes for any embar-

Library receives facelift with brand-new space renovations

By Mattison Brooks
NEWS REPORTER

Liberty students returned this se-
mester to a newly renovarted librarv and
an updated interlibrary loan system
called 11.Liad.

Most significant library renovations
include 30 additional cubicles with
Internet access. 19 new compurter sta-
tions at the back of the library and a
more compact shelving system for the
journals, allowing for more space. A
section of the wall on the first floor was
removed to allow casier aceess to the
relocated information desk and to free
space to move around the library.

In addition, acstheticimprovements
were made. including newly painted
walls, more carpets and chairs. and a
more “efficient and attractive” service
desk in the curriculum library. The
downstairs shelving renovation  has
also freed up several thousand square
feer. which is now being used for the
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addition of over 50 seats in an expand-
ed quiet study area.

“The highest requested renovation |

by students was space changes.” Dean
of the Integrated Learning Resource
Center (ILLRC) Dave Barnett said.
“We have never really had a quiet study
area where the noise level allows for
coneentration.”

‘Other renovations requested by the
students were also taken into account
by the administration and adjustments
were made Barnett said.

“T'here was a steady cry for more
compurers,” Barnetr said. “There is not
much space upstairs. so we only added
seven there, while downstairs we add-
ed 29 more computers because of the
freed-up space.”

These changes have been long un-
derway. Many began last July and a few
finished over Christmas break.

“We did the renovations based upon
what our needs were and what the stu-
dents wanted. Another side to it was

(434) 582-2124

Send letters to;

Liberty Champion
Liberty University, Box 2000,
Lynchburg, VA 24502

The Champion is available
online at: www.liberty.edu/

champion
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POLICIES & INFO

The Champion encourages commu-
nity member to submit letter to the
editor on any subject. Letters should
not exceed 400 words and must be
typed and signed. The deadline is

Champion reserves the right to
accept, reject or edit any letter re-
ceived — according to the Champi-
on stylebook, taste and the Liberty
University mission statement.

how we compared to other schools and
libraries across the country,” Barnett
said. “Those changes help to improve
the atmosphere and create a better ex-
perience while in the library.”

Students agreed that the changes
were a good thing, but they admitted
they had not really noticed the renova-
tions

“The information desk is actually
easier to get to now, so that is definitely
a good thing.” junior Caitlin Plage
said. “That being moved, and a few
other picees of furniture, but I haven't
noticed much else.”

Another student agreed that while
not all of the current changes are casily
noticed, there has been improvement,
and they would like to see more added
in the future as well.

“The layout is fine,” freshman Kris-
tina Venable said. “The journals and
book areas scem more organized now,
but 1 would really like to see newer
books come in.”

ILLiad, the
new interlibrary
loan system, al-
lows students to
request  books
that are not found
in  Liberty's i
brary, Both the
old and new in-
terlibrary  loan
systems allow for
books to be bor-

or drop off in DeMoss Hall 1035.

rowed from other schools and libraries
across the country, These libraries in
turn can borrow from Liberty’s library.
According to Barnett, the new system
is far more efficient than the previous
system.

“The system reads the data input
from the students that is used to find
the book.” Barnett said. “So, there is
still the book exchange process, but
it allows the student to track the ma-
terials ordered, and it also notifies the
student of when it will arrive. This will
allow everyone to manage his or her
materials better.”

This change in the system will al-
low materials to get to the users much
faster, allowing the library to operate
smoother.

While there are currently no more
major renovations planned for this se-
mester, Barnett did not rule out the
idea of expansion sometime in the fu-
tre.

“As long as the school keeps grow-
ing, there is always reason to expand.”
Barnett said. “All the departments have
their materials within the library, so as
their needs grow, we will have to as
well.”

Contact Mattison Brooks at
embrooks@liberty.edu,

addedt3s

provided: 50-60.

Other additions:
Carpet, paint, new
couches and séveral
thousand square fe
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I EEEDUM — Abraham enjoys that
* he can discuss his belief in God and
creation theory at Liberty,

Crianrry Forystek

ABRAHAM: Professor was fired for believing in creation theory

Continued from A1

“They just loved my work,” Abra-
ham said. "My colleagues had no doubt
as to my credibility as a scientist, I was
the cxpert on zebrafish there. I even
advised them on how to build the ze-
brafish lab, including what equipment
to buy and what not to buy.”

“There is no testimony that Dr.
Abraham did anything but exemplary
work in his expertise,” Christian Law
Association general counsel David C,
Gibbs IIT said, who is representing
Abraham against WHOL.

In spite of Abraham's outstanding
research, his supervisors eventually
decided that his lack of commitment
to evolution outweighed his expertise.
However, Abraham said evolution was
not a factor discussed in his hiring or
planned work with the institution.

“1 went through the (employment)
interviews with no problem,” Abraham
said. “In about six months of commu-
nication and work with WHOI, evolu-
tion never came up.”

Abraham’s relationship with his
employers darkened when he made a
casual comment on his lack of belief in
evolutionary theory to his supervisor,
senior biologist Dr. Mark Hahn, fol-
lowing an otherwise positive meeting
about his research.

“I said in a passing comment that |
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personally do not believe in evolution-
ary theory,” Abraham said. “(Hahn's)
face darkened, and he said that he
hoped it would not affect any future co-
authored writing about our research.”

InaNov. 17,2004 letter to Abraham.
Hahn claimed that Abraham refused
to discuss “evolutionary implications
and interpretations of our research in
any co-authored publications resulting
from this work.”

However, Abraham had previously
reassured Hahn in a letter on Nov. 10,
2004 that he was willing to discuss evo-
lutionary implications and interpreta-
tions of his research, if there were any.

“I said that I might never have to
address evolution (in writing about
the research), but that if it came up, 1
would discuss it as a theory.” Abraham
said. This statment was sent to Hahn
in writing, both as a paper copy and as
an e-mail.

Abrahamsaid thatseveral biologists,
including Hahn, write about their re-
search in terms of the conclusions that
might be drawn based on evolutionary
assumptions. This method does not
require the researcher personally to en-
dorse evolutionary theory but rather to
discuss it as a possibility.

That was not good enough for
Hahn, Abraham said.

"He wasn't happy about it,” Abra-
ham said. “We had a critical meeting,
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) "Food Lab: A Fusion of Culture and Taste™
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.. tome to Libertyte experiment with the '

and Hahn said he wanted me to resign.
He offered me a severance package
of several months' salary in exchange
for an agreement that I would not sue
them.”

Abraham refused to sign the offer.
Atthe time, he believed thatthe WHOI
administration would side with him
against Hahn's ideological bias. How-
ever, members of the administration
either passively or actively agreed with
his termination.

“The case is very different (from
other discrimination cases involving
creationist  scientists) because many
facts in this case are documented. Sev-
eral personnel from WHOI's senior
administration have gone on record
saying that they were agreeing with the
decision to fire me based on the given
cause,” Abraham said, referring to his
lack of commitment to evolution.

Following Abraham’s termination,
WHOI re-advertised his former posi-
tion with a modified description. The
Boston Globe ran a picee on Dec. 7,
2007, called “Biologist fired for beliefs,
suit says.” and Fox News published
one entitled, “Biologist: 1 lost my job
because I don't believe in evolution™ on
Dec. 11, 2007. Both of these publica-
tions cited the newly modified job de-
scription. which requires evolutionary
research assumptions, as a reason for
Abrahams firing.
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The Dee. 7 Boston Globe article
also quoted Florida State University
philosopher of science Michael Ruse
harshly criticizing Abraham for work-
ing in "an evolutionary lab . . . when (he
didn’t) believe in evolution.” Abraham
said he worked in a toxicology lab. and
that Hahn is a toxicologist. having
carned his Ph. D. in Toxicology.

Abraham lodged aformal complaint
with the Massachusetts Commission
Against Discrimination, which ruled
against him.

After exhausting every other legal
option, Abraham filed a lawsuit against
WHOI in December 2007. The case is
slated to go to trial in the U.S. District
Court in 2009.

Abraham said that he did not com-
mit to taking action against WHOI un-
til several months after his termination.
Ele and his wife discovered that they
were expecting their first child during
the period of confrontation with Hahn
and the WHOI administration. After
the firing. they lived a roving life, fran-
tically secking work before their visas
from India expired.

“Itwas a horrible time for me and my
wife.” Abraham said. “We literally be-
came Hebrews (wanderers). wander-
ing from house, staying with friends.
We had suddenly lost our health care,
and we feared for the life of the child.”

. Abraham said the time for his wife’s
delivery coincided with the expiration
of their visas. Not knowing what clse
to do, the couple agreed she should re-
turn to India to be with their parents.

“She called me one day (from India)
and said that she was having some com-
plications with the pregnancy,” Abra-
ham said. "It was then that F decided to
fight (the WHOI termination).”

Abraham missed his daughter's
birth, but their daughter’s name, Ris-
hona Fay, means “first faith™ and sig-
nifies the family’s realization that God
would provide justice for them.

Abraham accepted a faculty posi-
tion at Liberty three vears ago. and the
school expedited his visa processing so
that he would not have to return to In-
dia and re-apply for a work visa.

“I like that I can talk freely about
God and biological design without be-
ing fired,” Abraham said.

Abraham currently teaches com-
parative anatomy,

Contact Stan Barringer at

spbarringer@liberty.edu.

For sale: Guard
shack nostalgia
up for auction

By Mitchell Malcheff &
Jennifer Schmidt
NEWS REPORTER & NEWS EDITOR

Those driving onto campus in the
last few months might have noticed
a slight aleration from the typical
Liberty landscape. Where a small
guard shack once stood is now just
an empty space. Leaving only the
legacy of faint impressions, a small
pile of bricks and a still-functional
traffic light. the guard shack might
soon be yours to keep forever.

Liberty students and alumni with
a touch of nostalgia may appreciate
the tentative plans that are in the
works to auction off the bricks and
the traffic light.

[.ee Beaumont, director of aux-
iliary services, sces the bricks and
traffic light as a way for alumni to
reconnect with days gone by.

“There are so many alumni who
would like a talking piece. 1 can
see some guys who are a lictle more
gregarious sticking the stoplight in
their office.” Beaumont said.

Although it is unclear what for-
mat the auction would take, one
suggestion has been to post the
items on eBay, where nostalgia costs
big bucks. For example, a 1967 Hot
Wheels Corvertte is currently selling
for $305 and a 1985 Christmas edi-
tion of the Cabbage Patch dolls is
already up to $400 and counting.

Beaumont believes that many
alumni will feel the same way about
the guard shack.

“Nostalgia is huge. That's why
these action figures from the sixties
and seventies are worth so much
money, because they remind people
of their childhood.” Beaumont said.

Contact Mitchell Malcheff at
mjmalcheff@liberty.edu.

2 /2 YEAR

SCHOLARSHIPS FOR
SOPHOMORES

SERVE YOUR COUNTRY

BE A LEADER

PAY FOR COLLEGE

LIBERTY ARMY ROTC

For more information see:

www.usaac.army.mil/acce/ltc main.htm

or contact LU Army ROTC:

(434) 592-3828
mdmartinez@liberty.edu



mailto:spbarringer@liberty.edu
mailto:mjmalcheff@liberty.edu
http://www.usaacarmy.mil/acce/ltc
mailto:mdmartinez@liberty.edu

nl’]lf]']ﬂl' /l

L

From the
Editorial Board

The case for Gov. Mitt Romney is
best made with one figure: 113 percent.
That s the average annual return on
Romney’s investment company (Bain
Capital LLC) during the 14 years that
he was CEO. That is not a misprint.

Under Romney’s leadership the
value of Bain Capital's investments
doubled each year — growing from a
small firm to a 38 billion dollar equity
giant. While Romney was CEO, Bain
helped save companies like Dominos,
Staples and Brookstone. Jim Cramer
of MSNBC's Mad Money calls Mitt
Romney the best businessman in
America.

The serious Republican candidates
who still remain — Romney, Gov.
Mike Huckabee and John McCain
— all have major flaws. For voters
concerned about fiscal policy, Romney
may be the best choice.

MeCain disagrees with the Grand
Old Party (GOP) base on the issues
of immigration, campaign finance
reform, global warming, drilling in
the Artic National Wildlife Refuge
(ANWR), the first Bush rax cuts,
Guantanamo Bay and other important
conservative issues.

Further. Republicans must realize
the clectoral difficulties they will face
if they nominate a 71-year-old senator
to face the young, hopeful and post-
partisan Barack Obama. It will be an
election of the past versus the optimis-
tic future, and that does not bode well

for the GOP. It will be similar to the
war-hero Sen. Bob Dole’s race against
Clinton. only this time the candidate
will not have the support of the Re-
publican base.

Huckabee has enthusiastically cam-
paigned as the Christian leader with
Chuck Norris by his side — carning
him the support of four percent of
non-evangelical Republican voters in
Florida. Huckabee's decision to base
his campaign on vague populist plati-
tudes and evangelical identity politics
is a stark contrast to the relatively
substantive campaigns of Romney and
McCain.

Romney’s main flaw is the percep-
tion that he is unauthentic, flip-flops
on issues and is a political opportunist.

However, Sen. Rick Santorum,
Mark DeMoss and the editors of the
Nartional Review believe thar Rom-
ney’s flaws are superficial. After all,

even if someone sees Romney as an
unauthentic car salesman, a tax cut

passed by him will have the same eftect

as if it were passed by Fred Thomp-
son. T'o some, he may seem like a
cardboard cutout, but a conservative
justice appointed by Romney would
vote the same as a conservative justice
appointed by Huckabee,

There is no way to know Romney’s
heart. Any observer of the political
seene can recognize that Romney
would not campaign specifically
supporting the issues that matter to
conservatives and then stab them in
the back once elected president.

As the cconomy is becoming the
number one issue facing vorters, they
may want to ask: “Who better to turn
around the economy than Romney?”

His greatest strength is his vast experi-

ence in the private sector — one of the
very few political assets Republicans
will have in 2008,

Heis certainly not a perfeer candi-
date, bur because of his executive sue-
cess, as evidenced by turning around
Dominos, Staples, the Olympics
and the economy of Massachuserts,
economic conservatives have reason
to get excited about the candidacy of
Mitt Romney.,

Contact the Editorial Board at
editor@liberty.edu.

“Itis difficult to say what is impossible, for the dream of yesterday
: is the hope of today and the reality of tomorrow.”

By Jen Slothower
COPY EDITOR

Most of the world thinks evangelical Chris-
tians are crazy.

This week's issue of Newsweek held an article
called “A Simple Twist of Faith.” The opening
summary of the article read, “I didn’t understand
my sister’s draw to evangelical Christianity. But
I've learned to trust her choices.”

The writer, Theresa Gonzalez, went on to ex-
plain that she was skeptical about Christianity.
When her sister, Kristen, was pulled from public
school for home-schooling and Christian school
options, Theresa feared that her sister would
emerge antisocial and unable to think. Over the
past few years, however, she said that Kristen has
proved herself to be not only strong in her faith
burt also a capable thinker and independent indi-
vidual.

The real kicker was near the bottom of the
story, when Kristen was deciding where to go to
college. She chose. as the writer calls it, “Jerry Fal-
well's Liberty University.”

This is not the first time Liberty has shown up
in the mainstream press in recent years - meaning
Liberty, not Jerry Falwell or his political connec-
tions. Liberty University as a distinct entity is be-
ginning to find its place in the world. Its student
body is unique and is becoming less dependent
on the foundations that originally spawned the

Rabert H, Goddard

DEN
expandzn o the legacy

school, such as Dr. Falwell, the Old Time Gos-
pel Hour, Thomas Road and the Moral Majority.
While these ministries still have their own distinct
roles. the Liberty student body has developed an
identity of its own thanks to its strong founda-
tion.

While it is certain that Liberty will never be
separated from its roots, its ability to stand alone
bodes well for the thousands of students who
choose it as their school each year. Both b:t.skct-
ball teams have found their way into the NCA/
tournament, which is basically the &t.md.lrd uf
reputability in college basketball. Josh McDou-
gal won the national cross-country.race - not just
a Big South meet - and found himself on a two-
page spread in Sports [llustrated. Liberty alumnus
Katie Feenstra is playing in the WNBA. Liberty
graduates are fanning out over the globe, impact-
ing the world in traditional ministerial roles such
as missionaries, pastors and teachers but also in
areas such as government, science, medicine, law,
higher academia and mass communications.

Many of the premier students who chose Lib-
erty over other options — not their local communi-
ty college; rather, places like Yale, Harvard or Co-
lumbia — have done so out of conviction for their
faith. Often, they come to “Jerry’s school” with the
nagging feeling that they have sacrificed much to
also choose a Christian education.

Because of these students. however, Liberty
has become a school of promise. While some in

the media might portray Christian schools as
backwoods affairs or ministry colleges trying to of-
fer liberal arts degrees, Liberty is becoming, more
every day, a truly legitimate school that does actu-
ally train champions for the future.

Throughout the next generation, there may be
less mention of the Falwells in the mainstream me-
dia and more talk about Liberty graduates. How
well these talented individuals are trained will lay
the foundation for the school’s future.

Dr. Falwell's vision was not to build himself a
school of hero-worshipers or minions. He wanted
a school that could train champions for his God,
not himself. Striving forward, the school will
move into an era where his champions will be the
face of his vision.

The girl mentioned in the Newswecek article
was not studying astrophysics, and she was not a
Big South athlete of the week. She was a sister
who had strong faith and enough love to shareitin
an unoffensive butstrong way. She is the common
Liberty student, the kind who shows that one by
one, these students can change the world.

It is imperative that this university remain
strong in training its students in all aspects of life.
Whether it be a witnessing sister or a leader of the
future, Liberty is training thousands of witnesses
for Christ every day.

Contact Jen Slothower at
jrslothower@liberty.edu.

Letter to Hre Eddor

I had the chance to read your opin-
ion piece in the Jan. 22 edition of the
Liberty Champion.  Although this
is an opinion picee, it is based on cs-
sentially no evidence of any kind and
is in my opinion very ignorant. There
are several extremely false statements
located within the article, and I was
very shocked to read them,

In your article. I stumbled upon
this statement. “socialism damages
nation’s cconomical suceess,” This is
a very ignorant statement. You need
to do some rescarch for yourself be-
fore you formulate an opinion based
onwhatyou have be taughr or told by
biased Republicans who fear change.
Countries like Canada and Australia
and most of northern Europe are
considered to be socialist. ‘These are
all very very successful and wealthy
first world nations. ‘T'heir economies
were not and are nor "damaged” by
socialism. IFurthermore, claiming so-
cialism is damaging is almost insane
and is truly founded by American
Republican ignorance and failure to
recognize any stance but their own,
You also claim that “socialism is not
efficient.” Are you then stating that
Canada. Australia, Sweden, Nor-
way and other socialist countries
are not efficient? That is a laughable
statement,

In the closing paragraph, you
state that the socialist agenda of the
Democrats — which is a complerely
false statement

is dangerous for

the U.S. economy. Even if they did
have a socialist plan for the country
— which they do not — it would
undoubredly improve America, Ev-
ery vear thousands of people die in
America because they have no health
care. | think more tax and less people
dying is probably more bencficial.
To eliminate HIMOs and corporate
control of such an important aspect
of a nation would be the single great-

est achievement in the history of

America,

So, in the future, please take more
care before you fill your opinion arti-
cles with completely false statements
and ridiculous claims.

From Corey Robert

Rebuttal

L appreciate you taking the time to
read my humor column in the news-
paper, whether you agree or disagree
with it.

I understand your argument, but
I do nor agree with it.

T'he main reason is that each of us
makes a different basic assumption
that we build the basis for our argu-
ments upon.,

It is fair to say that both of us
probably think America is great, but
that it could be betrer. However, the
reason you think America is suceess-
ful is different than the reason I think
America is suceessful.

You seem to believe that America

is great because the government of
America is great. I believe America
is successful because of the freedoms
and opportunitics that it allows its
people.

Now, under that idea, both of
us can believe that in America, or
abroad, the successes of people in
the nation as a whole are a certain
judge of the success of that nation,
However. | believe in the equality
of opportunity, not in the equality
of results. That is to say that we af-
ford people all the same opportuni-
ties, and what they do with those
opportunities is up to them. Here in
America, the equality of opportunity
is greater than it is in more socialist
nations, where the equality of results
is stressed,

Your sort of equality is based in
compassion and is commendable,
but it relies on the idea that govern-
ment, and people in general, are ba-
sically orustworthy. The equality of
placing more programs in the hands
of the government also places more
faith in the officials in government.
The same officials failed miserably
with social seeurity, supplying sup-
port to victims of hurricane Katrina,
in our publie school system and many
other failed programs too numerous
to list.

‘T'he idea that Democerats are not
pushing for socialization is absolute-
ly, dead wrong for the exact reasons
you list,

Dennis Kucinich — though not
one of the most prominent of the
recent presidential candidates but
still a very powerful Democratic con-
gressman — states on his Web site
that he will “double the tax refunds
and credits for Americans earning
$80,000 and less by shifting the tax
burden to where it belongs: on the
financial assets and windfall gains of
those who have benefited most from
our economic and legal system.”

"T'his is a fancy way of saying “tax
the wealthy and give to the non-
wealthy,” Whether you agree with
the idea that it should be done or
not, this is redistribution of wealth,
and, when it comes to this idea, the
other candidates of the Democratic
Party fall right in line with Represen-
tative Kucinich.

I understand my viewpoint is not
as compassionate or oprimistic, but
it is more realistic in light of the ac-
tions taken by governments that ob-
tain more power. Itis the church and
those with hearts of compassion who
should be the charitable ones, 1 cer-
tainly do not want someone choos-
ing to be charitable with my money...
particularly when that money given
is lost in the sea of government bu-
reaucratic offices and pet projects.

From Will Mayer, Opinion Editor
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ZCANDIDATE SPOTLIGHT

5’;‘12008 Presidential Elections

indon

s

{=,POLITICAL EXPERIENCE

E;?Worked for the House Judiciary

= Committee when Nixon was under
s investigation, 1974; appointed while

~first lady to lead the task force for

= National Health Care Reform, 1993;
maelected to U.S. Senate, 2000; re-elect-
i ed for second term, 2006.

-

va: PERSONAL

«= Born October 26, 1947; graduated

« from Wellesley College, 1969; law

% degree from Yale University; married
- to Bill Clinton; one daughter named

= Chelsea; Methodist.

Roter Goun

EES

- MAJOR ISSUES

“*« Universal health care — families get
tax credits to cover premiums
« Irag — would withdraw troops in
first three months of her presidency
« Values — supports abortion and
same-sex civil unions
« Veterans — provide education and
low-interest microloans
« Energy — 550 billion for research;

* lower consumption by 20 percent

=7 IN HER OWN WORDS
i"When | say solutions, | mean health
care for everyone — no exceptions,
#) NO eXcuses — every man, woman,
-siand child to have quality, affordable
#health care!Jan. 31, 2008

QUICK FACT
**Clinton delivered Wellesley College’s
*first student commencement address
at her graduation in 1969,

'CAMPAIGN STATUS
Currently leads Democratic candi-
dates with 232 delegates; won first
+ place finishes in Florida, Nevada,
*‘Michigan and New Hampshire

Information taken from CNN.com.

“Keep true to the dreams of thy youth.”

Friedrich von Schiller

Barack Obama: 'l he dream of equality

By John Davis
OPINION WRITER

In first grade, my teacher asked
me what I wanted to be when [ grew
up. Always thinking analytically, I
paused and told her I wanted to work
for a cheese company. She respond-
ed positively and told me if I put my
mind to it, I could be the president

* of the United States. | thought it
would be much more rewarding to
work with cheese all day.

As ayoung black man growing up
in the still racially charged South, |
never had the goal or dream of be-
coming the first black president. At
that time in the 198os, it was incon-
ceivable,

Barack Obama is as close as any
African-American has been to achiev-
ing the goal of becoming president.
Having an African-American on the
ballot influences an election in ways
that many people may not realize.

First, many Americans have taken
time to think about the possibility
that Barack Obama could be lead-
ing our country in the coming year. |
have heard people dispute his moral
stance and even question his cred-
ibility.

I was having lunch in the Campus
North food court on Thursday when
a group of students were having a
very scholarly conversation about
the election, One person commented
that Obama is only a good presiden-
tial candidate because he is a decoy
for the next Democratic nominee to
use the motivation Obama has in-
Jected into the black community to
power the election in 2012.

For those who think this will not
be a racially influenced eclection, all
they have to dois look at the spin that
the media is putting on it.

~On Jan. 10, a Washington Post ar-
ticle made Obama seem like a crimi-
nal due to his 15-year association with
Tony Rezko. Rezko has since been
indicted on charges of corruption by
a federal grand jury.

The story stated that Rezko had
a hand in helping Obama purchase a

home by buying the picce of adjacent

land to satisfy the seller’s request.
After the article was published, the
Obama campaign produced a copy
of the tape that came from that inter-
view with the Post.

“I've known him for 15 years. He
had never asked me to do anything,
had never behaved in any untoward
way with me.” replied Obama on the
tape. “...I wasn't particularly knowl-
edgeable about these various issues
that he was involved with.”

The backlash from both the me-
dia and common voters shows that
Obama’s candidacy will continue to
cause a stir throughout the duration
of the election.

Nevertheless, the black commu-
nity historically has less than a 20 per-
cent voter turnout. Amid all the com-
petition in the Democratic Party, it
is unlikely that voter turnout this year
would have any lasting effects on fu-
ture elections, which disproves argu-
ments that Obama is only a decoy for
future nominees.

Accordingtoazoo6studydoneon
all 50 states by the National Bureau
of Economic Research, both black
and white voter turnout increases
two to three percentage points with
each black Democrat on the ballot.

In a January Newsweek article,
Earl Hutchinson, an African-Amer-
ican political analyst, said that he
found that “one way or another, ra-
cial and ethnic factors are a constant
undercurrent of the American politi-
cal debate.”

These factors, whether high-
lighted by the media or not, will con-
tinue to affect Obama or any African-
American running this year or in
years to come.

Whether or not Obama wins the
nomination, his run will serve as a
constant reminder that barriers are
broken everyday. '

When my son is asked in front of
his first grade class what he wants
to be when he grows up, I hope he
can stand with confidence and say, *1
want to be president.”

Contact John Davis at
jhdavis@liberty.edu.
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Society for Human Resource Management —‘

(SHRM)

February Fundraiser
Put the “SWEET” in sweetheart!

Personalized embroidery available for:
Blankets, Scarves, Hats, Mittens, Book Bags, etc...

Valentine’s Day is just around the corner; why not

give the perfecr gift?

Hosted by Liberty University's SHRM student |

chapter

DeMoss Hallway - February 1ith

through the 13th

Tuesday gam - 4pm

Public Policy

I
|
| Call Jason @
|
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| National
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Christian Action Network
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Dining &
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Allglass Waterview
Reception Rooms
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2N Picturesgue Pond
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The

1208 Main Street — 455-1659

Open Monday-Saturday until 10pm

Fairly traded coffee, fresh food from organic ingredients

Used & new hooks

i White Hart

Coffee Food Books

TO WIN: Make 3 shots in 45 seconds
during ANY men'’s home basketball game
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Occasionally someone would shout
“smoke, and we'd have to duck,” Tor-
man said.

During several of the activities, only
one or two people could talk at a time,
which allows for individual leadership,
communication and problem-solving
skills, or the lack thereof, to stand out.

Friday evening. the applicants re-
mained in their assigned groups and
headed back to either the RD's on-cam-
pus apartment or a house off campus.
Leslic Parks, RD for Campus East
dorms 1, 2, and 12, was excited to take
her group to her parent’s house, provid-
ing them with a different environment
to build relationships.

According to sophomore Lindsay
Beck, the evening was “a good time to
get to know people on a personal level
and just be more relaxed.”

Saturday brought workshops and
more activities. The applicants heard
from other RAs on everything from
confrontation to counseling and were
given opportunities to apply what they
were learning through role-playing
situations.

One scenario in the confrontation
room challenged applicants to address
someone whose body odor is less than
pleasing. Learning to navigate such
difficult conversations is not only an
essential trait of a RA - it is also a valu-
able life skill.

“The applicants leave the session
with not only a better understanding
of the part that confronting plays in the
life of an RA, but really how important

and beneficial confrontation is to every-
one as we strive to bring God glory,”
Wollbrink said.

“Whether or not we make RA, ev-
erything we learn is still going to be
beneficial to us,” said Matt Toogood, a
sophomore from Pennsylvania.

Exposure Weekend concluded with
a final word from Dwayne Carson.
However, the application process is far
from over.

Training week began on Sunday
evening at 11:45 p.m. when applicants
arrived at one of the 122 “host™ halls,
where they will learn the ropes of the
job under current RAs.

“It's fun, cause they are letting us
know what the real schedule of an RA
is,” junior Sarah Shoaf said.

During the beginning of the week,
applicants spend time reading the RA
manual during quiet hours and shad-
owing RAs. As the week progresses,
applicants gradually take on more re-
sponsibilities under the encouraging
eye of their host RAs.

Determining which students train
on which halls is not a task that is taken
lightly.

Every year “a group of RDs come
together and seek to place students on
halls where both RAs and the host RD
will be able to draw out both strengths
and weaknesses and assist them in bet-
tering themselves,” RD Tom Hinkley
said.

By the end of exposure week, ap-
plicants will be doing curfew and room
checks on their own and will also have
the privilege of planning and leading a
hall meeting on their host hall.

NI(I\ Poou |

RA: 207 applicants showed why they are nght for the job

Continued from A1

Applicants will be notified by e-mail
on Feb. 20 whether they were selected
to be an RA for the 2008-2009 school
year.

"We have some phenomenal stu-
dents who have applied,” OSL Direc-
tor Dwayne Carson said. "(There are)
only so many openings with some in-
credibly qualified people that you have
to say not right now.”

According to Hinkley, who has
been involved with Exposure Week-
end for five years, OSL is looking for
an “individual who emulates Christ,
puts the needs of others before his own
and secks to leave a legacy larger than
himself.”

For Carson, the qualifications go be-
yond just a heart for people. Applicants
must desire to see people grow and ma-
ture. Ultimately, RAs must want their
students “to be what the vision of Lib-
erty wants them to be, champions for
Christ.” Carson said.

Hinkley’s advice to students who
did not try out but would like to next
vear was to spend time with their cur-
rent RA now.

Students “learn the most about what
it truly means to be an RA, not from
any book or RD, but from their current
RA.” Hinkley said.

“Looking back I can see how the
things that I learned through Expo-
sure last year helped me this year.” said
Kristi Negron, an RA on Dorm 28-1.

Contact Natalie Lozano at
nalozano@liberty.edu.

Each bonus question is worth 10
points, while a wrong answer penal-
izes a team five points. All participating
schools play each other, and the team
with the most total wins is awarded
first place honors.

Liberty won first place after a three-
way tie with the Virginia Military
Institute (VMI) and Gardner-Webb
University (GWU) was broken, Rep-
resentatives from each school decided

to total the amount of points each team
had scored against each other and use
that total to decide the winner. Usual-
ly, tie situations are settled by choosing
the team that had defeated the others
carlier, but VMI, GWU and Liberty
all had a win against each other.

After totaling the amount of points
for each school, Liberty was first with
350 points, VMI second with 290 and
GWU third with 220. The Univer-
sity of North Carolina at Asheville and
Radford University tied for fourth.

d
Rock Deve

CONCENTRATION — From left to right, Robert Mullis, Zach Curtis, Kelly Hamren and Sarah Davis-Leonard compete in Quiz Bowl competition.

QUIZ BOWL: Team is victorious for third year in a row

Continued from A1

Liberty's team is now headed to re-
gionals at Virginia Tech on Feb. 22-23.
In 2006 Liberty won first place with
a perfect score by winning all eight
rounds, and in 2007, Liberty again won
and lost only one round. More informa-
tion about the Quiz Bowl team can be
found by contacting Dr. Emily Heady
or Dr. James Nutter,

Contact Kirsten Filiberto at
kifiliberto@liberty.edu.

By Joy Gilmour
ASST. NEWS EDITOR

Green tea has made its way into the
mainstream Western diet in the form
of traditional tea, bottled drinks and
even green tea extract tablets years
after it originated in China and India
over 5,000 years ago. Green tea labels
increasingly boast a plethora of health
benefits from weight loss to cancer
prevention, making the drink appear
to be a modern day cure-all.  While
many of these claims are unsubstanti-
ated, each cup of tea does indeed pack
a potent dose of antioxidants and cat-
echins, both of which are chemical
compounds known to have beneficial
cffects on the body.

An antioxidant is a substance that
“protects cellsfrom the damage caused
by free radicals (unstable molecules
able to cause damage in the body),”
according to the National Cancer
Institute. Green tea is naturally laden
with these protective compounds.

Containing less than one-fourth
the amount of caffeine present in
coffee, green tea offers an alternative
for anyone trying to reduce caffeine
intake. Green tea averages 20 mil-
ligrams of cafteine per tea bag, com-
pared to an average of 8o milligrams
of cafteine in a cup of coffee, accord-
ing the Stash Tea Web site.

When brewed from a tea bag
or loose-leaf tea leaves, green tea is
naturally calorie-free, although many
popular brands of bottled green tea
are laden with added sugar. A 20-

ounce bottle of Lipton’s Green T'vm
with Citrus has 200 calories, Ii-mgs
high fructose corn syrup as its second
ingredient, according to the Lipton
Tea Web site. In comparison, a ¢offis
parable bottle of Pepsi has 250 edlo-
ries, also listing high fructose ¢orft
syrup as the second ingredient, ac-
cording to the Pepsi USA Web site.

While green, black and white teas
all come from the leaves of the Ca-
mellia sinesis tea plant, they are pro-
cessed differently, giving green tea its
distinctive flavor.

Claims that green tea prevents
cancer are controversial.  However,
a promising 200z study in China
with over 18,000 men found that “tea
drinkers were about half as likely to
develop stomach or esophageal can-
cer as men who drank little tea, even
after adjusting for smoking and other
health and diet factors,” according to
information on the National Cancer
Institute’s Web site. i

A more recent 2007 study at thc
University of Arizona showed that
green tea extract in supplement form
can increase the body’s production of
detoxification enzymes, which help
guard against cancer,

While research on the health ben-
efits of green tea is promising, as of
now there is not enough evidence to
draw any firm conclusions regarding
the effect of tea on the body.

Contact Joy Gilmour at
jgilmour@liberty.edu.

LU National Guard recruiter
promotes military careers

By Amanda Forth
NEWS REPORTER

A new National Guard recruiter,
Sgt. Joshua Pederson, has set up resi-
dence at Liberty University,. When
former recruiter Cpl. Mike Hughes
was deployed to Iraq, Pederson came
to Liberty in August to fill the open
position.

“Hughes is a fantastic soldier and
a great recruiter. We are all pray-
ing that he stays safe and gets home
soon,” Pederson said.

Pederson has become diligently in-
volved in many ways at Liberty since
his arrival. He has helped with Col-
lege for a Weekend as well as just set-
ting up displays around campus. On
Military Appreciation Day, Pederson
erected a rock wall and awarded
T-shirts to any brave enough to con-
quer it. He also had a display where
students could get information about
what the National Guard has to of-
fer.

“In the future, I am planning on
having weekly displays on campus
to raise awareness about the Guard
and the benefits we can offer students
here at Liberty,” Pederson said. “I
will continue working with ROTC
in their activities on campus, 1 am
planning on participating in student
events like the block party and hope-
fully will be allowed to attend some
sporting events with T-shirt launch-
ers (and) that kind of stuff.”

The National Guard offers a
$20,000 enlistment bonus just for
signing up. Other financial benefits
include the GI Bill of $309 a month.
In addition, $10,500 per year in.tu-
ition assistance and $1,000 per year
for books is given. The National
Guard requires one weekend amonth
from students and offers two years of
non-deployment.” So far, Pederson
has been able to help i2 students go
through processing with the Natioft
al Guard. s

Pederson and his wife used” ‘m
be students at Liberty and plan- (m
furthering their education while ml’
tioned in the area., ; :' ‘.,

“Liberty is a great place to wo‘r_'};
and recruit,” Pederson said. “The ¢@iff
servative Christian values evident'an
campus lead directly into a suppGit
for our nation’s military not seen- -on
the majority of college campuscé«to—
day. Again, it really speaks volumes
about the students here that hupporg
for the military is the norm rat
than the exception. .

“I would like to thank all uf)ou fd?
that. I really look forward to geftir
to know more and more of the st
dents here and h(.lpmé., s those w ho aﬁ
interested in serving.” = .n.«..

Pederson can be u:nt‘u.ttd-né
Joahu.l.pukm(:n@us.army.mn.
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Contact Amanda Forfh at
ajforth@liberty.edu.

No pulpit required: How chaplains serve unconventionally

By Daniel Martinez
NEWS REPORTER

Many Christians are called to serve
in churches or secular vocations while
aseleet few are called to minister to the
men and women of the United States
military, even on the battlegrounds of
Iraq and Afghanistan.

*"When 1 entered the military, 1
knew I was called to ministry,” U.S.
Army Licutenant David Spooner
said. I knew God was calling me to
minister to soldiers, and chaplaincy is
the means to do that,”

Spooner is a 1997 Liberty alumnus
in his final year of seminary after three
years in the Distance [earning Pro-
gram. He is also just one of the 55-plus
students currently enrolled in 1 .|hut) 5
chaplaincy program.

The program, headed by retired
Air Foree Lieutenant Colonel Dr.
Charlie Davidson, helps prepare stu-
dents to share the gospel with the men
and women in the U.S. military.

*If God has called you to be a chap-
lain, you can ger a master’s, get en-

dorsed by the Liberty Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary, earn possible tuition
scholarships, and answer the calling to
serve God and your country.” David-
son said.

Libertys program helps aspiring
chaplains fulfill the necessary educa-
tional requirements for chaplaincy
because of the degrees thar the school
offers, Chaplains are to carn an un-
dergraduate degree with ar least 120
completed semester hours and also
carn an aceredited Masters of Divin-
ity or master’s level specific theological
studies degree with 72-plus hours, ac-
cording to an Army National Guard
chaplainey brochure.

Classes offered ar Liberty include
Chaplain History, Pastoral ‘T'heology.
Christian 1eadership and Pastoral
Counscling, all of which are taught by
Davyidson.

"Many of my counterparts don't
reccive the same job-specific train-
ing that the chaplainey program here
gives me,” Spooner said of Liberty's
program, which trains chaplains for
any of the armed services.

Davidson’s personal field experi-

ence has helped in developing the
program.
student from 1978 to 1982, served over

He attended Liberty as a

the home page of the Air Force Chap-

laincy Services at www.usafhe.af.mil.
While Spooneris goinginto the U.S.

Army as a chaplain, rather than the

24 years in the U.S. Air Foree and re-
tired in 2006,

While in service, Davidson was
the first Air Force chaplain to serve in
Operation Iraqi Freedom (2003) and
was also the first chaplain to receive a
Bronze Star Medal. Going by the call
sign “prophet,” Davidson carried out
the mission of a chaplain, which, in his
own words is “to visit the troops, pro-
vide ministry of presence by offering
worship services (about 10 minutes in
length) and provide on-the-spot coun-
seling.”

He also said that at times during
active durty, he led about 15 to 20 wor-
ship services a day for the troops.

“I'hey (chaplains) are a reminder
of God,” Davidson said. “T'hey bring
the worship experience o soldiers any-
time, anywhere—worship, counseling,
you name it.”

“Life as an Air Foree chaplain is
both exciting and rewarding,” reads

Air Foree, he experienced the truth
of that statement during an internship
at Walter Reed Military Hospital in
Washington, D.C. two years ago.

Spooner was able to minister to sol-
diers who had lost limbs and had been
traumatized by experiences on the
battlefield. Some of the soldiers were
in eritical or terminal condition.

“If 1 were to pick one experience
from my time there, it would have to
be praying with soldiers in the oper-
ating room before and afeer surgery,”

Spooner said.

Spooner cited Isaiah 6:8 as his mo-
tivation: "Also | heard the voice of the
Lord saying: "Whom shall I send, and
who will go for us?'

“Then | said, ‘Here am 1!
me.”

Send

Contact Daniel Martinez at
dpmartinez@liberty.edu,

Liberty holds first
Church Planting
Emphasis Week

By Kirsten Filiberto

‘NEWS REPORTER

Last week the Lovert Center for
ministry training held the first Church
Planting Emphasis Week. In the back
hallway of DeMoss, 25 various booths
from different church planting min-
istries gathered with multiple oppor-
tunities available for students to learn
about.

Ministry internships for students to
help with over the summer, and short
term mission trips were all advertised.
Students who would be willing to in-
vest their lives in starting new Lhutchu
were also being sought.

Since Liberty Universitys vision is
to plant 500 churches within the next
five years, Church Planting limphg,éjﬁ
Week gave students a chance to learn
what church planting is and how they
can be involved in both starting and de-
veloping new churches.
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Liberty vs. Big South B4

Where do the Men's and Women's basketball teams rank in the
conference? Jen Slothower provides all the latest stats
and information.

CONFERENCE QUEENS— Junior Megan Frazee towers over a High Point defender en route toa 76-
51 win over the Panthers. Frazee and the Lady Flames remain unbeaten in the Big South and look
to continue the trend against conference for Radford on Feb, 6.

Patrick Walker B2

Sports reporter Thomas Lourdeau gets the
inside scoop on Liberty sophomore wrestler
Patrick Walker and his interesting journey to
the wrestling mats atop Liberty Mountain.

. - ! J'II

- ’ Liberty leaps over
High Point

LADY FLAMES MOVE ON TO 19-2 AND 4-0

Brerr Hasne

INTHE BIG SOU
By Miranda Fielder
SPORTS REPORTER

On Jan. 29 the Lady Flames beat the
young team of High Point University 76-57

Throughout the first half, the Lady I*lamcs

quickly had to make adjustments to High
Point’s physical play and quickness.

“Through our scouting, we were expect-
ing this to happen.” said head coach Carey

sreen. “We wanted to try and prepare the
team to expect this.”

Junior Rachel Hammond also felt like the
Lady Flames were as prepared as they could
have been against High Point.

“We knew going into the game it was going
to be pretty physical with them,” said Ham-
mond. “We had a lot of attacking to do and
getting in the paint.”

Points seemed to be hard to come by as
the Lady Flames only shot 1-for-36 from
the floor. They were, however, successful
from the charity stripe, finishing 11-for-15 as
they built up a 35-22 lead off of 15 High Point
turnovers, Juniors Molly Frazee and Megan
Frazee each had eight points in the opening
20 minutes.,

Even with the Lady Flames on top of High
Point going into halftime, the team was no-
ticeably unsettled and shaky.

“We wanted to win,” said Green. "“Our effort
was there, but we were just trying too hard.
We were a little tight and playing too hard.

' CONFERENCE

This was the primary weakness for us.”

At the start of the second half, the Lady
Flames came out with a different swagger.
The team was beginning to communicate
and settle better. Also. the Lady Flames
were making more crucial shots and complet-
ing plays to tally up points.

The triplet trio of Megan, Molly and Mo-
riah Frazee scored 53 of the 76 total points,
with Megan finishing with 22, Moriah with
20 and Molly with 11 to go along with nine
rebounds. Senior Courtney Watkins and
junior Rebecca Lightfoot each contributed
10 rebounds in the 76-51 victory while Ham-
mond added eight off the bench.

On Feb. 2, the Lady Flames welcomed the
Winthrop Lady Eagles ro the Vines Center.
It was expected to be a big game, due to the
Lady Flames being ranked first in the confer-
ence and Winthrop coming in second.

Winthrop's defense stifled the Lady Flames
halfcourt offense, but Watkins stole the show,
recording two steals which led to fast break
points during a crucial 7-0 run to put the
Lady Flames up 23-12.

Winthrop clawed back within four points
after a 7-o run of their own, but senior floor

leader Allyson Fasnacht drained a three-
pointer to cap off a 7-1 Lady Flame run to
send the Lady Flames into the break with a
slim 34-27 lead,

Please see WOMEN'S BASKETBALL, B2

Flames hockey splits with
ACHA powerhouse Oklahoma

By Will Luper
SPORTS REPORTER

The Liberty Flames men's hockey team, fresh
oft of back-to-back wins against the Eagles
from Robert-Morris College, split this week-
end'’s games against the Sooners at Oklahoma

University. They won Friday night by a score
of 3-2 but dropped Saturday’s contest 6-2.

After 20 minutes of play on Friday night, the
Flames found themselves down by two due
to a slow start. However, they came out en-
ergized in the second and third, scoring three
unanswered goals to seal the win.

“The team did great after the first period,”

said senior goaltender Mike Binnie. “We sat
down during the first intermission and said,
“O.K. boys, let’s just put it behind us and move
on.

They did just that as the second period was
the exact mirror opposite of the first.

Junior Pete Masterton got the scoring start-
ed for the Flames when a play by the Oklahoma
defense put the puck on his stick. With a quick
release, the Flames pulled within one.

A few minutes later, sophomore Ryan Hoe-
fler tied the game when his shot from the hash
marks found its way over the shoulder of the

Sooners goaltender.

The Flames came outin the third period car-
rying all the momentum and stopped an early
powerplay, keeping the score tied.

Junior John Langabeer was called for a pen-
alty a few minutes later, but after another suc-
cessful penalty kill, freshman Eric Reynolds
sent a pass to Langabeer as he was leaving
the penalty box to send him'in on a breakaway,
scoring the game winner.

. Please see MEN’S HOCKEY, B3

Women'’s hockey bags Nittany
Lions with weekend wins

By William Armstrong
SPORTS REPORTER

Good starts and even better finishes
are always in a team’s mindser going
into a season. ‘The Liberty University
women’s hockey team is on the verge
of having both a good start and a bet-
ter finish. The Lady Flames swept the
Penn State Nittany Lions for their
sixth series sweep of the season. For
the last home games of the season, Lib-
erty gave its fans plenty of reasons to
cheer with its offensive and defensive

play, At 29-7-1, the Flames rank fourth
in the their league, the ACHA.

Starting oft the weekend with fresh-

man Leanne Niemi in net, the ladies
overpowered the Nittany Lions in a
93 victory.

Relentless pressure on both sides
of the puck during the entire game
led Liberty to the victory. The Lady
Flames were shorthanded through

long stretches of the game, though,

leading to several rough portions of the
game for Liberty.
"We have good reamwork and put

pressure on the other team,” senior
Kim Spangler said. “We play really
well shorthanded and got many calls
against us. We try to sit back and play
our game when they throw cheap
shots, Welve come so far and had lots
of injuries.”

Junior Kerri Porter added, “The
team started oft shaky, but we pulled
together and got the victory. We were
strong protecting our goalie, had trou-
ble with the penalties that were called
and as a team got over the penalties,”

Late in the first, freshman Kristen
Frescura converted an attempt off
a feed from freshman Andrea Joyee.
With less than five minutes remaining
in the opening period, Joyee scored on
a breakaway, beating the goalie on her
forchand to put the Lady Flames up by

two. Freshman Brooke Harris scored
off a faceoft to conclude the first period
scoring with Liberty on top 3-o.

Frescura netted another shorthand-
ed goal when she cruised in on the
breakaway and put a backhander pase
the goaltender, Frescura went through
three defenders and purt her shot in the
top left corner of the net. Joyee received
a pass from freshman Alaina Nelson
and made a move comparable to the
classic “Forsberg move” done by NHLL
player Peter Forsberg.

Freshman Rhiannon Habibullah fed

the puck in front of the net to Frescura,

who put her one-timer past the goalie
for the powerplay goal. Harris scored
on an individual shorthanded rush
when she fired the puck from below
the left circle to the top right corner of

the net to end the second period scor-
ing with the Lady Flames leading 8-3.

Frescura made a move along the
boards and sent the puck to Habibul-
lah, who scored on the backhand to fin-
ish the game’s scoring.

Liberty continued its dominant play
into the second game, with Patti Smith
in the net, by defeating the Nittany Li-
ons 8-3. The game was rescheduled
from Friday to Sunday at7a.m.

“Early morning games are tough,”
Bloomfield said. *We played a good se-
ries and liked the resules. It was disap-
pointing that we couldn’t play them on
Friday. It's hard for fans to ger up for a
game like that, but we did have good
support.”

Please see WOMEN'S HOCKEY, B4
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Men’s Tennis

vs. Appalachian State
Saturday 6 p.m.
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By Thomas Lourdeau
SPORTS REPORTER

At 6-foor-3 and approximately 285 pounds, Pat-
rick Walker is both an accomplished collegiate
wrestler and an intimidating force on the mat.
When watching him compete. one would never
know that there is a great feeling of unrest just
minutes before his matches.

“I'm just uneasy.” Walker said as he described
his feelings before a match. I would rather be
anywhere except to go out on the wrestling mat
and wrestle. Itdrives me crazy.”

It might be easy to view this attitude as one of
weakness or cowardice, but beneath those feel-

ings is a proper perspective that
drives Walker beyond his personal
goals,

“What [ find myself doing a half
an hour before my mateh is hum-
bling myself before the Lord and
renewing my commitment to
serving Him.” Walker said.

Walker has seen it all.  From
his days as a high school athlete
to four years spent as an Army

Ranger, including four separate

deployments. he has the benefit

of experiences of which most of
us can only dream.

“I'd say that the military was the avenue that
God used to draw me closer to Him.” said Walker,
who described how the only book he was allowed
to bring was one religious in nature,

He chose the Bible and began reading it and
attending church. God immediately began work-
ing in his life.

“I just gained a perspective of the world that as
an American or as a college student, you would
never understand.” Walker said.

Walker talked about how going days without
food or taking long hikes with heavy packs helped
shape him into the man he is today, He discussed
seeing a man have his head run over by a military

Brerr Haste

.vehicle and yet make a full recovery. He explained
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2 CORINTHIANS 12:10

Patrick Walker: Ministering on the mat

That is why, for Christ's sake, | delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships,
in persecutions, in difficulties. For when | am weak, then | am.strong. '

SRR

how numerous events could only be explained by
the work of God, and how those events have af-
feeted him.

“Without the military.” he said, “I don't think I'd
be at a Christian school, studying to be a pastor,
and I don't think I'd be this strong in my faith.”

When most athletes are asked to recount how
they have achieved their success in whatever ven-
uc they happen to have, they speak of how hard
they have worked, how much they have practiced
or how their coaches pur together the perfect
game plan. While acknowledging those things.
Patrick Walker attributes his success to an en-
tirely different source.

“At least half the matches that I win are specifi-
cally because the Lord does miraculous things
out on the mat,” Walker said.

Walker is a man described by his coach, Jesse
Castro, as someone who is much more concerned
about his teammates than himself.

“He is at his best when he's ministering to his
team. This is his church,” Castro said, who also
spoke of Walker’s leadership.

Walker's leadership. however, is as much fo-
cused on the spiritual walk of his teammates as it
is on giving advice on the mat.

“I hate to be the one to tell you this, but he
doesn'teven like wrestling,” Castro said. who says
that Walker would much rather spend his time
ministering to his teammates.

“My goal is not to be a national champion, or
an All-American. I really don't care,” said Walk-
er. “I've done more important and harder things
in the military, and right now I want to focus on
spiritual aspects. I'm here for the specific purpose
of making an eternal, spiritual impact on the wres-
tling team.”

Walker has enjoyed a great deal of success this
year, and he attributes much of it to his experi-
ence in the military.

“The military does install a certain measure of
self-reliance, self control and taking the initiative
to do the right thing,” said Walker. “If you want
something bad enough, you will structure your
life in order to achieve that goal.”

Walker is more interested in the eternal signifi-
cance of what he does on and off the mat and tak-
ing advantage of his opportunities to impact as
many people as possible while preparing for his
future vocation as a pastor. He knows that after
having gone through the military and college life,
he will be prepared for whatever else comes his
way,

“Juggling wrestling, a personal life, academics
and everything is by far the hardest thing I've
done,” said Walker. “Any time, I can look back
and say ‘it can’t get any worse than that time in
my life.”

Contact Thomas Lourdeau
at tlourdeau@liberty.edu.

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL.:
Remains undefeated in Big South

Continued from B1

During the first half, Moriah Frazee
scored 10 points and Fasnacht con-
tributed nine. Senior Courtney War-

kins scored eight points with four re-
bounds.

The Lady Flames caught fire in the
second half as Watkins nailed a corner
three-ball 15 seconds into the half, im-

mediately putting Liberty up by 10.

Liberty’s defense held Winthrop
scoreless for a sixv-minute stretch and
used that time to build up a 22-point
lead. A Lightfoot three-pointer, one
of five in the second half for the Lady
Flames, put Liberty up by 29 with 3:06
left. The Lady Flames would cruise to
a 76-51 victory, moving their record to
19-2 and 4-o in the Big South Confer-
ence, -

Moriah Frazee finished the game
with perfect statistics as she shot 5-for-5
from the field goals and 6-for-6 from
the line foul for 16 points. Watkins and
Megan Frazee each had 13 points on
the game, with Watkins contributing
five steals, seven rebounds and three
assists.

The Lady Flames will travel to
in-state rival Radford :University on
Wednesday night for a 7 p.m. show-

down with the now second-place
Highlanders before Saturday night's
men’sand women’s doubleheader in the
Vines Center against UNC-Asheville
at 4 p.m.

Contact Miranda Fielder at
mbfielder@liberty.edu.

College Time: 50% off all

entrees with student ID

Every Tuesday and Thursday
bam - 12 am

(with drink purchase)

NOW HIRING!!

full and part time positions available

[.ocated on Fort Ave. next to CVS

IHOP is open 24/7



mailto:tlourdeau@liberty.edu
mailto:mbfielder@liberty.edu

2@ ED BN

By Adam Trent
CONTRIBUTING REPORTER

The Liberty men's tennis team captured a big
win this past weekend against the University of
Richmond Spiders indoors at the Sports Racket
while the women went on the road and lost a com-
petitive match against West Virginia University
of the Big East.

The Lady Flames, after posting their best fall
season ever, began the season by traveling to
regional power West Virginia on Friday to take
on the Mountaineers. Liberty got things started
with a bang as freshman Jordan Jenkins and ju-
nior Ekaterina Kuznetsova took the No. 1 dou-

- senior Stacey Percival

ONTHIS PAGE Tonnis, Men's Hockey, Track & Field

Reyes leads Flames to victory, Lady Flames suffer setback

bles match, 8-2. Freshman Stephanie Brown and
senior Martyna Hanusz took an 8-4 decision at
No. 2 doubles to give Liberty the doubles point.

Unfortunately, youth and inexperience caught
up to the Lady Flames in singles. The more ex-
perienced Mountaineers took five of six singles
matches to claim a 5.2 victory over Liberty, Jen-
kins was the lone winner in singles, taking down
57, O-4. 6-1. Freshmen
Brown and Hannah Fick fought hard at the num-
ber three and five positions, respectively, but both
lost 6-4. 63 decisions to their veteran West Vir-
ginia opponents.

“I think we really surprised them when we won
the doubles point so easily. The surprise was over
when we moved to singles,” Head Coach Chris
Johnson said. “They came out ready to play hard

and took an early lead in most of the matches. We

never really recovered from that. Jordan Jenkins
continued to impress as she took down a very
good No. 1 senior player for West Virginia.”

Despite the setback, the young Lady Flames
look to use it as a learning experience to gm them
a successful season.

“We had the best recruiting class ever in the his-
tory of Liberty womens tennis last fall.” Johnson
said.

“I'he whole team comes every day to work hard
in practice, and we are very focused on our goals,”
he said. “West Virginia is a tough team to start
the season but gave us so much to work on as
we move forward. Although our team is still very
young, I am excited to watch their progress as we
move through this scason.”

On Saturday night, the men hosted in-state ri-
val Richmond indoors at the Sports Racket. “The
Spiders have been a tough opponent in the his-
tory of Flames tennis, and this year would be no
exeeption,

Richmond started the match by winning at No.
2 and No. 3 doubles to rake the doubles point.
Sophomore Chad Simpson and junior Jaroslav
Trojan provided the lone win for the Flames as
they took down Chris Louis and Dave Berry. 8-2.
at the No. 1 position,

Down but not out, the Flames rallied to take
four singles matches to win 4-3. Simpson gave
Liberty its first point at the No. 1 singles position
by defeating Doug Banker 6-4, 6-4. The Spiders
responded with a 6-1, 6-2 decision over sopho-
more Rafael Riso. Senior and team captain Se-
bastian Pena gave Liberty its second win of the
night, defeating Chris Louis 6-2, 7-6(4) at the No.
2 position,
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Richmond's Michael Sommer won 7-5, 7-5 over
"I'rojan at the No. 3 spot while Liberty freshman
[eandro Schujmann defeated Sami Belakhlef 7-5,
7-5 at the No. 4 position to knot the match 3-3.

With the match to be decided at No, 6 singles,

5-foot-6 sophomore Juan Reyes calmly defeated
G-foot-i1 senior Drew Crank of Richmond, 6-2,
(-3 to give the Flames a 4-3 win over the Spiders.

“Last year we lost 6-1 to Richmond. This year
we were able to pull out the victory despite one
of our top players being out with an injury.” said
Johnson.

“I think that it really shows how far this team has
come in one year and the type of commitment we
possess to achieving our goals. Last year we had
five freshmen and no seniors. This year our guys
are much more experienced and confident. It was
great to sce the improvements we have made in
practice translate into the match.” he said.

Both teams return to action on Wednesday
with a match at East Carolina University in
Greenville, N.C.

Contact Adam Trent at
jatrent@liberty.edu.

Men’s Hockey: Splits
weekend series with OU

Continued from B1

“It was good for the team to pick up
a comeback win after starting off slow
in the game. We just fought back as a
team,” Langabeer said.

“It’s a tremendous boost for us. We
had a rough weckend at Davenport,
but we know we can play and contend

with any of the teams in the league. We
know we are a good team, and it is just
a matter of us playing 60 minutes every
night,” Binnie said.

The Flames continued to struggle
on the powerplay, however, as they
were held off the score sheet when they
had the man advantage. Even when the
Sooners were in the penalty box, Bin-
nie had to make a few big saves to keep

the Flames in the game.

Asbad as the powerplay was. thnug,h
the penalty kill was just as good. The
Sooners were also held without a goal
when the Flames were down a man.

“I think that we gave up a few too
many odd man rushes on the power-
play, and that's something that we want
to stick away from.” said Head Coach
Kirk Handy. “The second and third pe-
riod, we played a great game.”

Saturday night, the Flames started
off just as hot when team captain Zac
Bauman put his team up by a goal carly
in the first period. Oklahoma answered
quickly, though, as they scored five un-
answered goals, two of which were on

the powerplay.

Even though sophomore Dave Se-
menyna scored to pull Liberty within
three, it did not provide much relicf as
the Sooners scored once more to send
the Flames home with a loss.

“We had a really good first period bue
had a rough second. We didn’t play too
bad in the third, and it could've been
different. Weve got to learn to play
back-to-back games like that consis-
tently.” said Handy.

Bauman agreed. “We're not putting
together 60 minutes in a game right
now. We weren't mentally in it the
whole game.”

The Flames are already looking

ahead to the National ACHA Tourna-
ment, and their main focus is on con-
sistency,

“If we can come together as a team
and give it 100 pereent, then that's all
you need to do to win it. and we have
the team to do it.” Bauman said.

" Liberty faces 20th ranked Slippery
Rock next at the LaHaye Ice Center
on IFeb. 8 at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are avail-
able at the box office.

Contact Will Luper
at wluper@liberty.edu.

Track attacks in full force at PSU

By David Hunt
SPORTS REPORTER

As the temperature dropped down into the low
208 in Lynchburg on Saturday, the Ashenfelter 111
Track in University Park, Pa. enjoyed a nice burn
from the spikes of several Liberty indoor track
and field athletes. Both the men’s and women's
teams traveled to the Sykes-Sabock Challenge
Cup for a two-day competition over the weekend.

Junior Jamie Watson kicked things oft with an
8oo-meter performance Saturday that topped
even her own school record time. Watson
scorched through a 2:1.4.61 four-lap race, hanging
on for nith in a fiercely competitive women'’s field
that saw four athletes drop under 2:10.

J.mm really took it out strong and held her po-
sition,” teammate Jordan McDougal said. “After
the first 400 meters she looked like she could get
her record, and she did.”

Another Liberty record fell on Saturday as
sophomore Chenoa Freeman sprinted through
the yoo-meter race. Freeman sprinted to a 56.09
finish, breaking a record that has stood for 16
years (previously held by Gina Turner).

Freeman also competed in the 200-meter race,
finishing in 8th place at 25:17.

The Lady Flames also got help from a pair of
distance runners in freshman Karti Albright and
junior Rebekah Ricksecker. Albright crossed the
line two ticks under five minutes for the mile, run-

House for sale
Immaculately main-
tained, 2 story brick, 3
bedrooms, 2 Y2 baths,
painted inside and |
outside, finished base- |
ment, beautiful hard-
|

wood floors, nicely
landscaped, 10 minutes
from LU and TRBC,
$212,000.00, call 434-
239-3338,
sage.

leave mes-

Tutoring

Experienced Teach-
er with Master's De-
gree can improve your
study, test-taking,
note-taking, organiza-
tional, and time man-
agementskills, tutoring
in all subjects except
math, $25.00/hr, call |
434-665-4419 :
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ning a 4:58.76 and capturing ninth place. Rick-
secker came in just three seconds later, in 5:01.12,
good for 13th.

The night before, several Lady Flames put
Liberty in a scoring position, as seniors Andrea
Beckles, Carol Jefferson and Charlene Hibbert
showed the depth of the Lady Flames squad.

Beckles claimed third in the 6o-meter dash
(7.72), Jefterson took fifth in the 5,000-meter run
(17:39) and Hibbert jumped to a fourth place fin-
ish in the long jump (18-3).

“It was a fun race,” Jefferson said after crossing
the line. *I wasn't paying too much attention to
time, just on passing people, so I didn’t get near
my personal best but, hey, it felt good coming
from a long, hard cross country season.”

“I think everyone did an amazing job to compete
with a lot of good teams out there,” senior Marie
Williams said. “It's a good stepping stone for us,
and it. should pave the way for the Big South
Championship in a few weeks.”

The women’s team ended the meet in ninth
place overall, with Penn State winning the team
competition.

The Liberty men were led once again by their
outstanding throwing duo in seniors Jon Hart
and Clendon Henderson. The two took the
fifth and seventh positions in the weight throw,
heaving long tosses of 6.4-5.75 (Hart) and 62-11.25
(Henderson), respectively.

Henderson continued his throwing dominance

in the shotput. as he taok first place with a toss of
58-6, winning by over a foot and a half. Hart fol-
lowed up with an eighth place throw of 52-5.5.

Other scorers on the men’s side included ju-
niors Matt Parker and Phil Leineweber.

Parker competed in several events, starting
with the 6o-meter hurdles, where he finished sev-
enth in 8.29 seconds. Parker then went on to take
fourth in the high jump (6-11) and eight in the 4X
400 meter relay, where he was joined by senior
Tim O'Donnell, Brandon Hoskins and Leinewe-
ber.

Leineweber did notstop with just the relay. He
went on to run a pair of individual races, the 200
and joo-meter dashes. Leineweber took fourth
in the 200, with an IC4A qualifying time of 22.16.
In the 4oo. Leineweber took fifth, with a 48.78
clocking,.

The men’s team pulled together to take ninth
place as a team.

“I think we're ready to take on the championship
meets coming up,” senior Jarvis Jelen said. “We've
put together some good meets, and a lot of our
team members are just starting to come into their
own.”

The Liberty teams do not have much of a break,
however, as they compete again this weekend at
home in the Liberty Quad. The races begin at 4
p.m. and will serve as Liberty’s last home indoor
track and field competition.

Contact David Hunt
at dhunt@liberty.edu.
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Flames fall short at Radford

By Jeffery Scott
SPORTS REPORTER

The Liberty men's basketball team
had its five-game winning streak
snapped Saturday night by the Rad-
ford University Highlanders as the
‘Flames dropped an 89-88 decision.

In the st meeting between the
two teams. Liberty looked to ride
the momentum of strong play from
senior forward Alex Mel.ean and
senior guard Tee Jay Bannister. The
game began well for the Flames as
they hopped out to an 8-3 lead carly
in the contest. Liberty held the Jead
until the ¢:22 mark. when a bucket
from guard Martell McDufty gave
the Highlanders the 13-12 advantage.

Normally shooting deadeye from
the three-point line, Liberty strug-
gled to knock down the long ball.
Liberty’s first three of the night came

from senior guard Rell Porter, which
wis his 20th of the year and set the
score at 22-21,

After teeter-tottering the lead. a
three-pointer by MeDuffy put the
Highlanders ahead 28-24, and an-
other exchange of baskets sct the
halftime score at 32-26.

In the first half, Liberty shot a cold
8-for-21 from the floor, amounting to
38 percent. The team turned the ball
over nine times, compared to six for
the Highlanders.

Radford shot 13-for-28 from the
floor, good for 46 percent. McDufty
had 12 first half points to lead all scor-
ers.

Liberty started well in the second
half with a B.J. Jenkins steal and
bucket. cutting the lead to four. Rad-
ford then went on a 15-5 run, gaining
a 14-point lead at 49-35 with 13:22 re-
maining,

MeclLean picked up his fourth foul
with 11:41 left in the game, and the
IFlames would have to claw back into
the game without their star big man.
Porter would nail a three-ball to put
the score at 51-48 with 10:27 left to
g{ )

iven though the Flames roared
back, cach time Radford had a reply.
Big shot after big shot, the High-
landers answered everything Liberty
threw at them, It looked like the end,
though, when Radford went up by 10
with 3:53 left.

But the Flames would not give up,
and with help from the three-point
shooting of Porter and freshman Jer-
emy Anderson, Liberty cut the lead
to four at 76-72 with 1:35 remaining.
The final minute of the contest actu-
ally took about 15 or 20 minutes with
a barrage of scoring, fouling and tim-
couts. Bannister knocked down two
of his 16 consecutive free throws with
five seconds left to put the score at
87-85.

Afterapair of McDuffy free throws

put Radford ahead by four, Bannis-
ter flew down the court and sank a
three-pointer with three-tenths of a
second left, setting the score at 89-88.
Radford inbounded the ball and ran
out the clock to end the game.

Liberty recovered its poor first
half shooting and went 25-for-53 for
47.2 pereent. Radford shot 29-for-59,
good for 49.2 percent.

The Flames were led in scoring
by Jenkins, who had 21 points and
only missed two shots from the floor.
Bannister followed with 19 points
and nine assists. He continued his
free-throw wizardry, going a perfect
16-for-16 from the line. McLean and
Smith contributed 10 points apiece.
Radford was led by McDuffy, who
had 22 points.

The Flames head to battle High
Point Wednesday with tipoff set for
7 p.m.

Contact Jeffery Scott
at jdscott@liberty.edu.

By Jen Slothower
COPY EDITOR

Liberty's Lady Flames have surged to a
19-2 record, including a perfect g-o athome
and 4-o in the Big South Conference.

Liberty is dominating the Big South.

‘The team’s conference wins have come by

an average of 25 points, Liberty leads the
Big South in points per game (72.3), free
throw percentage (74.6) and field goal per-
centage (56.4).

Junior Megan Frazeeleadsthe Big South
in scoring with 17.5 points a game, which
puts her in the top 40 women's scorers in
the nation. She also averages 8.5 rebounds
and shoots 86.4 percent from the charity
stripe, which leads the team (minimum five
attempts). Moriah Frazee has contributed
13.1 points on 56.4 percent shooting, which
leads all Flames starters.

The Lady Flames face two conference
foes this week: Radford (3-1 conference,
16-7 overall) this Wednesday and UNC-

Asheyille (1-3 conference, 10-11 overall).

The men's basketball team is currently
10-0 at the Vines Center, earning it the
distinction of being the only undefeated
men’s team at home in the Big South.
Alex McLean, the leading scorer for Lib-
erty with 16 points a game, has had three
straight double-doubles. He ranks second
in total rebounds in the conference.

The Flames face two conference games
this week as they look to stay on top of their
record in the Big South. They will face off
against High Point on Wednesday evening
(both teams have 4-3 records) before host-
ing UNC-Asheville (7-0 conference, 18-4
overall), the conference leader, on Satur-
day.

Liberty is currently second in the Big
South in team free throw shooting, making
72.9 percent of their tries, and third in the
conference in field goal shooting with 47
percent.

Contact Jen Slothower
at jrslothower@liberty.edu.

stacks up against the rest of the Big S

Big South Rankings
Men’s Basketball
Team Conference Overall
UNC-Asheville 7-0 18-4
Winthrop 5-2 14-8
High Point 4-3 129
Liberty 43 12-10
Coastal Carolina 3-4 10-10
VMI 2-4 10-10
Radford 1-5 6-15

Charleston So. 1-6 7-15
Women's Basketball

Team Conference Overall
Liberty 4-0 192
Radford 3-1 16-7
Winthrop 2-2 14-8
High Point 2-3 10-10
Charleston So. 2-3 7-15
Coastal Carolina 1-3 13-6
UNC-Asheville 1-3 10-11
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With Tuition?
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Up to $20,000 in student loans

repaid!

Go to School and
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at the same time!

As a college student you could be non-deployable!

For more info contact, SGT
Liberty University Lahaye S

Joshua Pedersen ROTC Office
tudent Center 434-592-4870 or
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joshua.pedersen@us.army.mil
Visit www., 1-800-Go-Guard.com

Virginia National Guard

WOMEN'S HOCKEY:
Ready for Ohio State

Continued from B1

Frescura and Joyce both recorded hat
tricks, Sophomore Sara Niemi had a goal
and two assists, and Harris notched a goal
for the Flames.

The game was similar to the first game as
the Flames scored the first goal, but the first
period ended tied at one. Liberty took a 4-2
lead at the end of the second period but never
broke the game open until the third period.

Habibullah was sent to the hospital after
receiving a slash to her ankle after a whistle.
That led to a rough last couple of minutes in-
volving fights before the final whistle.

“l was thankful the girls played a smart
game, because it's hard to stay focused when
there are cheap shots and they aren't getting
called,” Bloomfield said.

Liberty heads north to play its final series
of the season at Ohio State on Feb. g-10.

Contact William Armstrong at
wsarmstrong@liberty.edu.
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Is Your Child Constipated?

We are conducting a research study for children to test
the effectiveness of pediatric laxatives and stool
softener products,

Qualifications include:

® Children ages 2 - 11

* Must have a history of constipation at least once a
month for at least 3 months

Study involves:

* 2 office visits over a 45-day period

* Usage of study product

* Compensation for time & travel for qualified

participants completing the study

Please call (434) 847-5695 for

more details.

2095 Langhorne Road - Lower Level
Lynchburg, VA 24501

www.educationandresearch.com
| x



mailto:jdscott@liberty.edu
mailto:atjrslothower@liberty.edu
mailto:wsarmstrong@liberty.edu
mailto:joshua.pedersen@us.army.mil
http://www.l-800-Go-Guard.com
http://www.educationandresearch.com

i

“An education isn't how much you have committed to memory, or even how much you
know. It's being able to differentiate between what you do know and what you don't”

Anatole France

.....

ADVENTURE — From left to right, Kristina i
Schimmels, Anne Ryan, Jessica Boone, Dr.Brenda |
Ayres and Kristen Gonzalez pose in front of Rock
of Cashel on last summer’s Irish Heritage Tour.

i
\

Phoro Provipen

"Planning your summer vacation? Travel

Last summer Liberty University
student Kristen Gonzalez rode the

Tube in England, stood in Shake-
* ‘speare’s London home and took in the
~ breathtaking landscapes of Ireland and
“Wales. She toured with professors and
_ classmates, receiving academic credit

. for traveling abroad.

“I love Europe, and the experience

~ as a whole was so valuable,” Gonzalez

said. “Many students live in a sort of

~ American bubble and have never expe-

rienced another culture.”
College travel abroad programs are

. bteadll\' increasing in the U.S. as stu-

"dents reach for opportunities to form
an international perspective, Several
Liberty departments offer rich academ-
ic experiences outside of the classroom
in the form of yearly trips abroad.

Led by professors of history, Eng-
lish and modern languages, and busi-
ness, and open to students of any
major, Liberty's trips have included
tours of Ireland, Wales, Scotland and
Great Britain, as well as Spain, Berlin,
Prague, Paris and Brussels.

Upcoming this year are trips such as
Spring Break in London (already full)
and the Irish Heritage Tour on May
19 through 29 (the sign-up deadline is
Feb. g).

While some trips may center on lan-
guage, history or business, the 2008
Irish Heritage Tour, hosted by the
English Department, will explore first-
hand the literature, culture and history
of Ireland.

“The focus of the Irish Heritage
Tour is on literature, but you can’t
study literature without knowing the
history,” said Dr. Brenda Ayres, Eng-

lish professor and tour host.

Ayres has led a trip to the United
Kingdom (UK) every year for the past
five years and is eager to experience
Ireland with a new group of students
this May. To enhance the learning ex-
perience and to give students academic
credit, she offers a three-week, Web-
based summer class — ENGL 497:
Irish Literature.

“If a student studies ahead of time,
the trip will mean much more to him,”
Ayres said. “My students study the
writings of the most important Irish
writers from the beginning of Irish his-
tory as well as the connection between
Christianity and Ireland.”

Although they are not on a mission
trip, the professors and smudents who
travel abroad do not leave their Chris-
tianity behind.

“Every time we have gone abroad,
we have witnessed to lots of people,”
Ayres said. “It really is a mission field.
The church is dying in the UK. Even
as Christianity was handed to us, we
must now hand it back.”

Trying to provide such experi-
ences to as many students as possible,
the professors work to keep the cost
of trips low. Covering everything but
souvenirs and lunches, the Irish Heri-
tage Tour costs students $2400, and
monthly payment plans are available as
well as student loans through Liberty’s
Financial Aid office.

“This trip was just so affordable and
casy to apply for since it was through
the school.” said Sarah Coffey, a stu-
dent who will be traveling to Ireland
this summer.

“I expect to be educated on Irish his-
tory and culture, have lots of fun and
see a gorgeous place I have dreamed of
seeing for years!”

434.237.2880
4018 Wards Rd.
Lynchburg, VA
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-abroad and explore Ireland with Liberty

.. By Aubrey Blankenship
., LIFE! REPORTER

Like the English department, the
history department is continuing to of-
fer yearly, affordable trips abroad. Dr.
Timothy Saxon and Mrs. Gail Saxon
lead students with a love of history
through significant areas of Europe.

"Our focus, of course, is history,”
Gail said. “On our London tour we
will see lots of main sites, including the
Tower of London, Westminster Abby,
Thames River and the British Mu-
seum. We have fun, learn and always
make new friends.”

Those who travel abroad do take
away more than just an educational ex-
perience.

“I enjoyed sightseeing, but my favor-
ite aspect was getting to know the stu-
dents on trip,” Kristina Schimmels, a
participant in the 2007 Irish tour, said.
“I left Ireland having new friends. That
is the most valuable thing.”

Theyear 2009 will bring more tours,
including a possible trip to China head-
ed by the history department and a tour
of London and Canterbury. Paris, Ber-
lin, Prague, Budapest and Vienna by
the School of Business. Liberty's travel
abroad programs continue to grow and
offer incredible international experi-
ences to students.

“T believe everyone needs to have
a passport and travel abroad ar least
once in their lives,” Schimmels said.
“And there is nothing better than see-
ing a great London musical or actually
being in Ireland. Itis amazingly beauti-
ful.”

Ifinterested in traveling abroad this
year, please contact Dr. Brenda Ayres
at bayres@liberty.edu for more infor-
mation on the Irish Heritage Tour.

Contact Aubrey Blankenship at
anblankenship@liberty.edu.
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Career Premier takes the
work out of job hunting

By Anna Blevins
LIFE! REPORTER

FFor most junior and senior college
students. the hunt to find the perfect

job has begun. However, finding the

time and opportunity to scarch for
jobs and internships is often a diffi-
cult task. Liberty University's Carcer

Center grants a unique chance to find

and contact prospective employers.

The Career Center helps hosts the
upcoming Carcer Premicre, which
will take place in Salem, Va. on Feb.,
12 from 1 to 5 p.m. This is the cighth
year that the career premiere has tak-
en place and the sixth year that Liber-
ty has taken partin the event. Liberty
is one of eight schools that helps host
the career premicre. Many Virginia
schools have partnered together in
the sponsorship.

The carcer premiere is the largest
premiere that Liberty University's
Career Center helps sponsor. Trisha
Tolar, the events coordinator for the
Career Center, said the event allows
around 355 to 60 employers to come
and offer internship and employment
opportunities to college students.
The employers represent large and
small corporations all over the Unit-
ed States. Corporations like Crate &
Barrel and BB&T Bank are a few of
the employers that will be at the ca-
reer premiere this year.

The Career Premiere is a prime
opportunity for students to make con-
tacts and to network. Tolar said this
was one of the best ways to meet fu-
ture employers or contacts, although
many students do not take full advan-
tage of the premiere.

Just the experience of talking to
prospective employers is good for
students. However, students can sub-
mit their resumes online for employ-

[

ers to look at before they come to the
premiere. "This allows for students to
showease their resume, interview for

jobs and broaden their horizons in

looking for employment.

“Don't limit yourselves. Talk to
everyone,” Tolar said. “There are all
kinds of employers with many differ-
ent positions available.”

Tolar encouraged students to go
out and meet all types of prospective
employers in all different positions.
The premierc is a place for students
who want experience in a wide array
of possible careers.

Tolar advises that students need
to be professional when coming to
the Carcer Premiere. Bringing a re-
sume to the event is one way to show
professionalisny to prospective em-
ployers.

The Career Center offers a free
cover letter and resume eritique. Stu-
dents can e-mail their cover lettersand
resumes to careers@liberty.cdu. The
Career Center will then eritique them
and send them back to the student.

Students can register for the ca-
reer premiere by e-mailing the Ca-
reer Center or visiting the office in
DeMoss Hall 2016, Students should
include their major and minor., tele- -
phone number and school year in the
e-mail. The premiere also provides
free transportation to the fair. Stu-
dents may request a ride by stopping
by the career center or requesting itin
the e-mail when they register.

As many students are looking for
internship  opportunities,  employ-
ment opportunities or professional
experience. the Career Premicere is a
valuable chance to gain this under-
standing,

Contact Anna Blevins at
acblevins@liberty.edu.

Radio station is now streaming online

By Claire Melsi
LIFE! REPORTER

Not having a radio is no excuse to
miss listening to Liberty University's
student-run radio station, 9o.9 The
Ligh. TheLightOnline.com, which
gets about 1,200 hits per week accord-
ing to station manager Jamic Hall,
was recently revamped to provide
more fun and entertainment than ever
before.

“We oy to provide an entertain-
ing place for people who want ‘radio
you can see,” said Hall. who has been
managing the program since 2000.
*We are adding more and more con-
tent, including clips of our shows,
photos from around campus and
news stories.”

Please see LIGHT, B6
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Professor’s ‘Passages in Portrait’ watercolor reveals family history

By Amanda Sullivan
LIFE! EDITOR

For many students, art is simply
a form of beauty meant for admira-
tion, but for Sandra Day Slayton,
art is a form of inspiration and per-
sonal reflection. Slayton garnered
her inspiration from her family and
the trials they endured. Her exhibit,
Passages in Portrait, is a represen-
tation of her life story. The exhibit
opens Feb. 7at 6:30 p.m.

Slayton is an Assistant Profes-
sor of Communications at Liberty
University. She has worked for
Liberty since 1999 and has a Mas-
ters in Graphic Design from the
University of Michigan as well asa
Masters of Fine Arts from Radford
University.

Slayton's family history is rich
with detail. She is the oldest child
in a family that valued order and
discipline. Slayton said that her
mother’s strict hand played a key

!

role in her artistic development, as
her mother would punish her by
placing her on a chair in a corner,
allowing Slayton’s imagination to
run wild.

T discovered rainbows in the
light beams from the windows in
the door and many dogs and horses
in the wood-grained paneled walls
in our mobile home,” Slayton said.
*My mother was instrumental in
developing my imagination.”

Slayton's father also played an
important role in the advancement
of her artistic talents, Her father, a
World War II veteran, worked as
a welder. Because of the extensive
traveling required by Slayton's fa-
ther, she was forced to restart her
life almost every three months in a
new neighborhood.

“T became an introverted child
who would rather stay in the house
and play than take on the bullies,”
Slayton said.

Slayton’s mother noticed her

reclusive tendencies and. rather
than force her into potentially un-
comfortable situations, handed her
daughter clay and crayons for en-

joyment. ‘The materials were Slay-

ton’s first real art supplies, spurring
on the future artist.

The undeniable family involve-
ment in Slayton’s artistic develop-
ment played a key role in the inspi-
aation for the Passages in Portrait
exhibit. Slayton's exhibit features
different representations and sto-
ries of several family members. The
paintings were completed in water-
color.

“This body of work, Passages in
Portrait, is a return to my artistic
roots in the choice of watercolor as

, the medium as well as the subject

matter represented in this exhibit,”
Slayton said.

After the decision to revert to
her original love of watercolor
painting, Slayton spent many hours
and weeks working to achieve the

desired effeets in her paintings.
The paintings presented at the ex-
hibit were all painted between the
years 2005 and 2006,

Slayton works hard to achicve
excellence in her painting, but that
is not her only goal.

“My heart’s desire is to give my
Father, God, pleasure.” Slayton
said. “When I paint, I feel his plea-
sure.”

She also hopes that she will in-
spire students to use their God giv-
en talent to create beautiful works
ofart.

Sandra Day Slayton’s Passages
of Portrait exhibit will be held Feb,
729 in the Visual Communication
Arts Gallery in room 160, Studio B.
The exhibit is open Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 1o:30a.m. to2 p.m.
and Mondays from 2 to 4 p.m.

Contact Amanda Sullivan at
amsullivan3@liberty.edu.
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LIFE STORY — Slayton details her life in her paintings.

LIGHT:
Revamped
web site -
receives

1,200 hits
per week

Continued from B5

“In this day of instant infor-
mation, we want to be more than
just a radio station. We want to
provide material beyond that
which will benefit our listeners
and further our ministry.”

The site began streaming
live radio about three years ago.
Prior to that, the only live pro-
grams were occasional sporting
events. Recently, sound quality
of the stream went to the next
level with a new 48 kilowatt-
hour bit stream.

The Light Online also con-
tinues to boost student interest
with the addition of new see-
tions, such as the comics page.
Paul Watson, the assistant Web
manager since August 2007,
came up with the idea for the
section. Anyone may submit
cartoons to the station for.a
chance to be published on the
page, which is updated a few
times a month. :

The Web site is gaining
momentum thanks to the new
changes.

“This year, weve t.omplt.tt.h'
revamped the entire site,” Assis-
tant Web Manager Paul War-
son said. “Now we have news-
casts, interviews, comics, weekly
and daily updates, the Charity
Challenge, better live streaming
and an improved look. What
we have done has changed the
way the site used to be run, set-
ting the bar for the site’s future.
We have taken an ‘out with the
old, in with the new’ approach,
which I think has helped us give
people a better site that they will
want to check often.”

The site also serves as a cen-
ter of prayer for those in the
community, according to Assis:
tant Manager and Production
Editor Sean Langille.

“We do offer a seetion on the
Web site for anyone in need of
prayer to get in touch with our

U.B. Cellular® infroduces the
MOTOROKR™~a phone and
MP3 player in one simple, stylish
plug-and-play form, It comes with
everything you need to gel started
right out of the box, along with a
30-Day FREE Napster To Go trial,
Which makes if, literally, music

Lo your ears,

station chaplain, and as a sta-
tion, we are committed to pray-
ing for those individuals,” Lang-
ille said.

The Light team has been
working to reach the hearts of
Central Virginians and beyond
since its start in February 1980,
‘The station reaches a wide spec-
trum with a variety of Christian
genres from country to rap,
which appeals to people with a
number of tastes in music.

*I believe that go.9 provides
a Christian alternative to the
immoral and ungodly trends in
mainstream music today in a
relevant way,” said Justin Day,
the assistant production editor.
“Musi¢ is a powerful thing, and
the best thing we ‘can do with
that power is point people to
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