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¥) OLYMPIC RECAP

Amid the protests decrying
China’s human rights record,
the Blympidc host country |
successfully concluded 15 days
of Olympic actlon with a grand
closing ceremony. America's
Michasl Phelps dominated the
gamies, winning an Olympic
record of eight gold medals,
contribiting to the United 1
States' winning total of 110

medals, according to foxnews.

com. The summer games will :
taks ph:ein London in 2012,

while the 2010 Winter Games

return ta North American soilin |
Vancouver, Canada.

) RUSSIA CEASE-FIRE
Although an uneasy cease-fire
has been brokered betwesn
Georgla and Russia, volatile
tenshons still simmer dug to
disputed borders. The US. and
Europe have been forced to'sit
on their hands because of their
ritliance on Russia far gas and
ol supplias.

) MISSINGE

Amission to climb Westerm |

Eutopes highest makntain

ded n agedyafter |
|
1

peak
_an avalanche swept down

dlmbergare missmg
prestmed dead. The avalanche
foared down a oute that s
oftén used to the summit of the:
15,780 foot Mont Blanc.

PELECTION2008

Sen, Joseph Biden was |
annouriced as Barack Obama's |
vice: presnf:ﬁemm!can date Ll
on Saturday. The Demotratic
National Cenvention began
Maonday in Denver and

concludes Thursday avening

with Obama accepting the

party’s namination, Sen. lohn
MeCaln has yet to declars 3
FUNMiNG Mate, s

alin e

i THE HEIGHT OF FUN — Stucients enly one of the acfiviies provided for frée a the Block Party. fullstory on B5.

ELECTION2008

OBAMA CAMP SWINGS INTO LYNCHBURG

Senator Obama addresses full auditorium at E.C. Glass High School

By Jennier Schmidt Wild cheers from a crowd on its feet greeted
ELHTOR IN CHIER him a4 he began a speech thar ranged from the
economy 10 education reform
1 hb i) ial hﬂ!l‘l‘lﬂ ing all that he had b

o of America

Barack Ulnma were treated to an lmmpccr.ed
wisit from the senator last Wednesday evening.
News af his visit hroke with local media outlers
Lire Monday, but the line outside of E.C. Glass
High School was hundreds deep and circled
around the block by 5 p.m. Wednesday.

Following a few introductions from local
members of the Obama campaign, Senator Jim
Wehb (2 —VaJ) ook the platform to introduce
Obama.

Weebb focused on the industry of Virginia's
history, stating thar Obama's economic plan
could benefit the working families of the state,
which he described as possibly “the key” to
Obama winning the presidential election in
November:

Obama came to the stage a few minures late
due to crowds outside who were not allowed
per fire safery regulations.

“I wanted to go shake hands with them,”
Obama said. *1 fele bad

in his 19 months on the campiign el Obama
quipped, “It's really big"

In regards to the economy, Dbama noted that
higher expenses and monthly bills are prevent
ing families from saving rowards retirement.

“We have the highest foreclosure rate since
the depression. Middle clas families feel
the ground slipping from underneath them,”
Obama said

Under his proposed plan, every "working
family” would receive S1,000 — an amount he
claims would be provided through tax cuts he
would implement.

He also noted that 47 million people are
without health care coverage

“My plan is to work with businesses and o
emphasize prevention and wellness... having
regular checkups,” Obama explained

Pleass see OBAMA, Ab
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Dr. l{on Godwin

newly named
vice chancellor

By Natalie Lozano

HNEWS EDITOR

Whil h
summer; Dr,Ron Godwin muvedroadlrf«\enl
role within the campus administration. On
July 1. Jemy Falwell Jr. gave Godwin the
title of vice chancellor. Godwin took a few
minutes to explain the transition and what
his responsibilities at Liberty are.

HOW DID THE PROMOTION CHANGE YOUR
ROLE ON CAMPUS?

GODWIN: Well, it did and it did nat. Previously,
we had an administrative structure whene
of course everybody reported ultimately to
the chancellor and founder (Jerry Falwell
Sr)... The only difference is now Jerry Jr. s
responsible for aversight over all divisions of
the university. | sérve as second In command
over all divisions of the university as well,.. |
work directly for and with the chancellor, as
he needs me where and when,

Y ABOUT

WHAT DO
| JERTVIR.T

GODWIN: [t Is very, very similar to the way
I'worked for and with . Falwell'Se. 1 enjoy
working on those projects that are most
important to the chancellor and now | get
to do that. The chanceflor is occupied with
mafy néw initiatives, with bringing needed
change in many areas, | get 1o spend my time
working on where the chancellor Is taking
the university, rather than where It is already
‘operating.

'WHAT 15 THE HARDEST THING YOU HAVETO
oo

GODWIN: To ramind myself to delegate. it is
impassible in my job and at my level to even
begin to do everything that needs to be done
50 | have to remind myself to delegm 153
those who can,

YOUR CAREER INCLUDES AN EXTENSIVE
LIST OF LEADERSHIP POSITIONS. WAHT
ADVICE KIN:
TO BUILD LEADERSHIP SKILLS?

GODWIN: Ta the degree pos-sible, you need

to associate with and leamn from leaders, real

leaders and there is avast difference between

people who.,. designate themselves as

leaders and those wha really lead: One other
| thought, perhaps, is that leadership is earned.
| No_ amount of titles, no amount of dictation
can make a person into a real leader,

'WHAT ACCOMPLISHMENT OR ROLE ARE
YOU MOST PROUD OF7

GODWIN: Convincing my wife to marry me.
Being the husband of Carol Godwin is the role
fm most proud of. I'm (also) very honored,
humbiled and grateful to have the role of vice
chancellor. I'have invested a lot of years of my
lifie in this university and every day wake up
with agreat sense of responsibility for helping
In every way possible the ‘chancefior 1o lead
this university.

Contact Natalie Lozana at
nalozanoallbrrly.edu

DUDE?!? WHERE'S MY CAR? — T owing now enforces par Iunw regulations

By Megan L. House
HEWS REPORTER

Liberty University Palice Department (LUPD)
has decided to take drastic measures o enforce
parking regulations. Rather than giving students
a 830 ticket, which many students have ignored
in the past, LUPD will now be towing cars that
are illegally parked.

“If someone has & decal on their car, and they
are parked in an area they do not belong, we're
fust going to hook their car up to a tow truck and
tow it aff campus,” said Deputy Chief of Police,

Major Richard Hinkley

He said they will nar be pulling anyone out of
class to move 3 car. It is too time consuming to
track students down,

“1t's just going to get towed,” he sald

The new palicy does nat only apply ro students
but to faculey and seadf as well

“If they end up in 2 bot that's reserved for com-
muters, a staff member may get rowed just as
musch a5 & stwdent,” he said

Charlie Parker, 2 junior, thinks the new policy i
4 goad thing, but there might have been an alter

nate spproach that would have been bettes

“I think there could be & berver system where
they still ticker people but strongly enforce the
payments,” he said “1 think they could have
worked a lirtle bit more on how to ticket people.™
Parker contimeed 1o say rthat if they think rowing
will wark the best, that is what they should do.”

Emily Shepherd, 2 sophomore, said she would
rather get a ticket then have her car towed

the wid “Students
they

*I think it a lictbe harsh,”
will think twice abour parking in aras

should not be in”

Parker also thinks students will take into con:
sideration where they decide to park.

“They'll walk out where they parked their car
and it won't be there,” Parker said

Hinkley said LU is not making maney by hav-
ing cars towed, If a car gees towed, it is at the
student, faculty or stafl’s expense, which is usu

ally around $85.

Please see TOWING, Ab


mailto:nalozano@liberty.edu
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School of Aeronautics’
dean wins prestigious

Life, Liberty Lane
and the pursuit
of parking

Drew Menard
NEWS REPORTER

New

have

road renovations

reduced hour
traffic on campus and created
approximately
parking spaces. Liberty Lane,
which leads from University
Boulevard to the dining hall
and the Schilling Center, has

rush

00 new

become a one-way street. A
new perimeter road was also
built to deter incoming trathc
at the west entrance around
the baseball field and
from the heavy pedestrian

away

traffic by the dining hall and
«the hill dorms.

The alteration has come as
4 surprise to many returning
students,

“l went out of my way a
couple of times; (Liberty Lane)
was kind of confusing at firse,”
junior Shekina Sims said.

Despite  confusion  and

the occasional detour, traffic
have
improvedsince the renovations
have occurred.

on~campus  sCcms to

As a one-way street, Liberty
Lane sends trafic to the
perimeter road, which keeps
traffic moving on Liberty’s
outer edge instead of right
through the busy heart of main
campus.

Senior Courtney Hampton
said, “Once everybody gets
used to (the changes), it's
going to be good for the traffic
flow."

Director  of  Auxiliary
Services Lee Beaumont said,
“I think the projects have
turned out great. These are
(uite necessary as we increase
the number of students on-
campus (increase) the
facilitiecs we are building,”

Along with building a new
road and redirecting the
traditional flow of traffic, two
new parking lots replaced the
old tennis courts next to the
Schilling Center, thus adding
160 new parking spaces. In
addition, the David’s

and

Place
parking lot was paved, which
increased its parking by 200
spots. Factoring in the new
spots on Liberty Lane and the

subtraction of parking for the
new bookstore, parking on
campus has anet gain ofaround
300 Spots on main campus,
according to Beaumont,

The much-needed facelift
for Liberty's road system has
been on the table for a number
of years, however, once begun
it only took about one year to
bringit tocompletion. Asecond
phase of the construction will,
according to Beaumont, “open
up the traffic low on campus
even more.”

“Phase Two will go from the
back entrance by Sonic to the
Circle. It is an extension of

e Euricbvss o

A break from tradition

Every new year brings big changes at Liberty, and
fall 2008 is no different with the opening of The
Lynchburg Inn, Liberty's newest housing.

Dominique McKay
NEWS REPORTER

This summer, with the

anticipation of the immense
How of freshmen enrolling
tor the ftall semester, Liberty's
administration  made  the
decision to lease and renovate
the Ramada

Inn, locared

from
according to the
Liberty Journal. The building
was renamed The Lynchburg
Inn.

“I was asked to pray about

about three miles

campus,

the possibility of going to the
Lynchburg Inn as a Resident
Assistant  back in  May"
senior Kristi Negron said, “1
had been praying all summer

about where God wanted me.
Although I knew I would be
leaving an amazing leadership
team on Dorm 28-1, 1 knew
that God was leading me to be
an RA at The Lynchburg Inn.”
Inn is a
completely new residence hall,
new Resident Directors (RD)
also had to be hired.

“I  hrst about the
possibility of the hortel last

Because the

heard

semester but never dreamed

I would have the privilege of

serving as RD there,” Bliss
Spillar said. “I received a call
midway through the summer
asking it I would be interested
in the possibility of becoming
the RD at the Inn, to which |
said yes."

The Lynchburg Inn has a
total of two RDs, one male
and
RAs, two male and five female,

one female, and seven
who make up its leadership
team. Together, they oversee
a total of about 200 students,
according to Spillar. Each hall
has an Spiritual Life Director
(SLD) and five prayer leaders.

“Although we are made up of

multiple halls, The Lynchburg
Inn is one big community,”
Negron said. “This 1s evident
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LiBERTY CHAMPION

1971 UNIVERSITY BLVD. LYNCHBURG, VA 24506

The Champion encourages commu-
nity member to submit letter to the
editor on any subject, Letters should
not exceed 400 words and must be
typed and signed. The deadline is
5 p.m. Friday. Letters and columns
that appear are the opinion of the
author solely, not the Champion ed-

Alex Towers
Brett Hastie

Ben Lesley

(434) 582-2124

itorial board or Liberty University.

material
property of the Champion. The
Champion reserves the right to
accept, reject or edit any letter re-
ceived — according to the Champi-
on stylebook, taste and the Liberty
University mission statement.

Send letters to:
Liberty Champion
Liberty University, Box 2000,
Lynchburg, VA 24502

or drop off in DeMoss Hall 1035.

The Champion is available
online at: www.liberty.edu/
champion

submitted becomes

Alex Towers

the (new perimeter road) to
the Circle and also includes
a connection to the back of
the Vines Center,” Beaumont
said.

Phase Two is still in the
but may
begin as early as this spring.
The development staff is
enthusiastic Phase

engineering  stage

about
Two's probable impact on the
current improvements,

Contact Drew Menard at
ajmenard@liberty.edu

not only with the students on
leadership, but with all the
students at The Lynchburg
Inn.”

EachroomatThe Lynchburg
Inn has an outdoor entry, two
full-size beds and a bathroom.

*We love the big beds,” said
Essence ‘Treadwell, a junior
and SLD at the Inn. “Even
though we live at a hotel, we
don't get room service and we
have a common laundry room
like on Main Campus.”

In addition to the lounge
dreqd, ('l::ll[ﬂt‘t(' \Vlrh l‘Ill'L‘C
televisions, a ping-pong table
and booths for socializing,
the Inn makes a break from
tradition by allowing students
to watch cable television in
their rooms.

“The renovations that were
done are greatly appreciated
by all of us that live there. We
have new carpet and paint. It
makes it feel a licele bit more
like a dorm,” Treadwell said.
“The reaction from me and
those who live there is usually,
‘It's definitely different, but |
like 1e.™

The Inn includes a pool, an
area for volleyball and a fitness
room. There is also a dining

‘Person of the Year’ Award

Daniel Martinez
NEWS REPORTER

Chancellor  Jerry Falwell
Jr.  declared the Liberty
University Department  of
Aviation to be the School of
Aeronautics and Dave Young
to be the first Dean on July 1,
2008. One month later, Dean
Young accepted the Person
of the Year Award from the
Commonwealth of Virginia
Department of Aviation in
Richmond.,

Young received his honorary
plaque at the Richmond
Country Club, six weeks after
being nominated for the award
by Calvin Falwell, a member of
the Virginia Aviation Hall of
Fame.

In his acceptance speech,
Young credited the 27
flight instructors, staff and
professors of the Liberty
School of Aeronautics, as
well as Lynchburg Regional
Airport personnel and the

entirec  Lynchburg Aviation
Community, for their
assistance.  The  Liberty

Journal recently described his
accomplishment as, “Piloting
a revamped aviation program
that has grown from a mere
tour students to more than
200 in the past few years.”

Ernie Rogers, the School
of Aeronautics chairman, has
known Young for 10 years,
and describes his friend and
colleague’s awarding as “a
reflection of his involvement
in aviation in the state of
Virginia."

That involvement is
largely comprised of the 29
years Young spent in the
United States Air Force after
graduating from Virginia Tech
with a bachelor’s degree in
business administration in
1967. He retired as a brigadier
general with thousands of
hours of flight experience,
and while he was still in the
Air Force he met Dr. Jerry
Falwell,

Upon his retirement in
1997, Young came to Liberty
and became Vice President of
Finance and Administration
and later served as Executive
Vice President of  the
university. He began teaching

classes parttime in 2002,
which was the year of
inception for the Department
of Aviation. In 2006, he gave
up administration in favor of
full-time aviation, which is
where he has remained since.

As the dean of the Liberty
School of Aeronautics, Young
has several responsibilities,
Much of his time is spent
developing the program and
seeking financial  support,
as well as applying for FAA
certifications that will allow
Liberty to begin classes
specializing in  helicopter
training and aircraft mechanic
training,

Young also oversees the 218
students enrolled in aviation
classes, teaching Instrument

Ground School and
Instrument  Flight courses.

The fHight courses allow him to
ride with and observe students
behind the controls during live
flights.

For these students, Young's
self-professed goal is, “That
everyone who goes through
the program and graduates
from it is an automatic hire.
(Our hope is that) airlines,
missions organizations and
the military will recognize the
quality of our students.”

Young's staff is well aware of
his commitment to excellence
in the aeronautics program.

“He has been rtorally
supportive of this program
since its inception,” Rogers
said. “And now he’s the
inaugural dean of the School
of Aeronautics — he’s in
charge of our $10 million
capital campaign to build a
hangar and training facility at
the airport.”

Through it all, Young counts
on one thing. “We have been
truly blessed by God. We
would not have accomplished
what we have without God, it
would not have happened —
the resources, the personnel,
the tremendous support from
the FAA, it would simply not
have occurred,” he said. “Our
commitment 1S to remain
faithful and obedient and let
him lead the way.”

Contact Daniel Martinez at
dmartinez@liberty.edu

area where students can use
their meal plan if they do not
want to take the bus to the
Reber-Thomas Dining Hall.

A new bus route, the orange
line, was set up specifically for
The Lynchburg Inn residents.

“Most of us are trymg to get
the hang of the bus system,”
Treadwell said. “Unfortunately,
the bus only comes every thirty
minutes, so if you miss it and
you don’t have a car, you're out

-of luck.”

“We have had many
reactions from the students as
they arrive at The Lynchburg
Inn,” Negron said. “Overall,.
after they get a chance to meet
some fellow students and see
their room, they are usually
excited about staying at The
Lynchburg Inn.”

Contact Dominique McKay at
dgmckay@liberty.edu

SUMM

SALE!

STARTS TODAY — LABOR DAY

TAKE EXTRA 50%
OFF ALL SALE

ITEMS

(SAVINGS UP TO 80% OFF)
NEW MARKDOWNS

ALL SALES ARE FINAL. NO LAYAWAYS.
SALE WILL END ON LABOR DAY AT 5PM. LABOR DAY HOURS 9AM-5PM.

CHECK OUT LYNCHBURG'’S LOCAL RETREAT
THE SPA AT SAKINAS
CALL 3849338 FOR YOUR APPT.

WWW.SAKINASPA.COM

sakinas

4108 BOONSBORO ROAD

www. sakinas.com

LYNCHBURG , VA 24503 . STORE

434 384 1010

B T —
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DeMoss third floor grand opening

Matthew Coleman
NEWS REPORTER

The third Aoor of DeMoss
Hall, one of Liberty’s numerous
construction projects through-
out the campus, is finished and
ready for the fall semester. A
grand total of 113,000 square
feer of space is now open for
faculty and student use.

Liberty contracted Custom
Structures to design the third
floor. Once the layout design
had been completed, 15 differ-
ent contractors were hired to
build and install all the neces-
sary functions for the project.

Construction for the floor
began on May 15, 2008, after
the spring semester had come
to a close and a majority of the
students had left. The entire
project took three months to
complete and cost $4.7 million,

according to Bill Maitland, the
planning coordinator for the
project.

“From the start date to the
finish, the coordination and

the
went according to the project

contractor installation
schedule without any major
difficulties,” Maitland said.

Proper planning and prepa-
ration allowed the project to
be completed without any
complications, just in time for
class.

Staying up-to-date on the
newest technological standards
is essential for a university, and
Liberty made sure the third
floor was equipped with the
finest technology available.

Four separate classrooms
have been outhitted with com-
puters
ing classes — two PC labs and

for student use dur

two Mac labs. While the PC's
are essentially the same, the
iMacs, which were purchased
this year, are top-of-the-line,
according to ILRC personnel.
Designed specifically for the
use of media classes, they are
capable of completing many
arduous tasks that would bog
down other computers.

The second floor computer
lab is often crowded and very
noisy; clearly not the best con-
ditions for studying. The third
floor computer lab was de
signed to create a more proper
Stl](lyillg environment i”NI to
alleviate the trathc downstairs.
Both of these goals have been
accomplished.

“I' was happy for the expan-
sion due to the rise in students,”
said junior Cordia Lewis.
third

Newly appointed

Hoor computer lab supervisor
Courtney Hampton believes
that the third Hoor will create
a proper study environment,
“This isn't going to he a h.m;_r
out type of place,” she said
While this does not mean
thar silence will be required, it
does mean thar the noise level
will not be allowed to reach
anywhere near the level of the
lab.

Academia should be the main

second  Hoor computer
reason for anyone visiting the
third Hoor

There is also a quiet study
section, modeled atrer the one
found in the library, set aside
in a separate room for those
students who want an even
more secluded and quiet envi-
ronment to work in. Dividers
separate cach workspace, giv

ing students a sense of privacy

while they work

Inaddition to the quiet study
secrion, there are several study
rooms designed  specifically
for group projects. Equipped
with projectors, they allow the
group to prepare for speeches
and presentations in a profes
sional, private environment

“The group study rooms
are going to be really good tor
people who are serious about
studying in groups without the
distractions,” Hampton said

For those who just want a
place to sit and relax, there is
a wide open lounge with an as
sortment of chairs and couch
es perfect for reading or nap-
ping. Polished wooden floors
and a colotul paint job give the
lounge a contemporary feel,
distinguishing itself from any-

:]!ill!{ on the Hoors below,

“It’s a really nice place to go
sit and read,” sophomore Sean
McGuire said.

The teachers assigned to the
new Hoor have been growing
accustomed to their new sur
roundings and all the perks
that come along with them.
[he quiet settings and se-
cluded offices provide the per
fect conditions for teachers to
work in.

Amy Bonebright, a professor
in [hl' communications (1(_'pi‘[t_
ment, said, “I am very excited
to be teaching and having my
office in the new space the uni-

versity provided.”

Contact Matthew Coleman at
I'r\{_I_}|F‘IT]:’}I’l.n:I'|IhF?”y.EdU.

Student Value Menu

$1.99

One Large Pizza

code 9601

or 1-Topping Pizza

H2

code 9602

One Medium 2-Toppiny
Pizza & 2200z Soda

Hd

One X-Large
Cheese Pizza
code 9603

Breadstick
code 9604

4

Any 3 Three Bread ltem:
Cinna Stix, Cheesy Bread,

Ho

H0

H]

sa 99 ﬂnap!;l;dlm:,l lliToll:ling One Oven Baked Two Small
“ a & Order o Sandwich & A Small s =
2 R R 2-Topping Pizzas

code 9606

code 9605

code 9607

Sunday - Thursday 10:30am - 1am
Friday & Saturday 10:30am - 2am

Domino's Pizza "0fficial Pizza of Liberty Flames Athietics”
Order online www.dominos.com

434-231-1188

9901 Fort Ave
NOW HIRING Part Time Delivery Drivers



mailto:mcoleman@liberty.edu
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" FROM THE DESK:

With the start of another school year, The Liberty
Champion has a new staff. Some aspects of the
paper will be different, even this column i§ a new
addition, but change and adjustment will always
be motivated by a desire for improved excellence.
Regardless of who sits behind the big desk or who
designs the front page, readers can expect high
quality and informative reporting. My goal is that
the writing found within these pages will “always
be with grace, seasoned with salt" as Paul directs
in Colossians 4. The truth has a right to be told, but
it should be shared gracefully and in the hope of
benefitting those who read it. Sat will present itself
in challenges issued to readers — challenges that will
spark action and Christian response.

This newspaper is not an end in itself rather it should
foster conversation and dialogue around campus.
Please share part of that with us — the staff always
welcomes comments and suggestions, If there is
something that should be covered, or a person that
deserves recognition, let us know.

Thank you for reading The Liberty Champion. I'm
locking forward to a great year.

— Jennifer Schmidt, Editor in Chief

Campus Improvements

A huge thank you should be given to Chan-

cellor Jemry Falwell Jr. for his pragmatic leadership.
Charles Spence, Lee Beaumont and all of their
associates also deserve recognition for planning
and implementing the traffic improvements that are
noticeable dll around campus. Better paving, an
additional 300 parking spots and enforced towing
should all contribute te a better driving experience
for students. There are still some frustrations. but on a
large scale, progress is being made.

Pecks and Bushels

Students on and off-campus could benefit from

local offerings such as the Outdoor Market on Main
Street. By 7 a.m. on Saturday, produce stands line
the walk to the indoor section where vendors from
the surrounding region offer samplings of bison, fresh
cheese, pastries and other homegrown wares. Most
prices are very friendly to a student budget as well.
Anyone interested in experiencing a more colorful,
and typically overlooked, side of Lynchburg will
enjoy the frip downtown.

Navigational Hassles

While signs directing traffic flow are easy to find

around campus, students with classes in North
Campus could dlso use some “signage love."
Anyone who has class within the renovated Ericsson
building faces a maze of blank walls and numbers
that jump from 1886 to 1891 without reason. Signs
appear on random corners and maneuvering
through the jumble of halls and doorways can be
a dizzying experience. More classroom space is d
definite plus. Knowing if class is to the left or the right
would be ideal.

Home Invasion and the Right to Fight Back

Tim Mattingly
OPINION EDITOR

Sounds can be heard in the
dark of night and early morn-
ing. Though most are harm-
less, some are not. There has
been much debate over what
one can do when noises turn
out to be more than just the
whispers of your floors and
walls.

In trying, economic times,
crimes such as burglary and
theft fluctuate with gas prices.
It is a real issue. The days of
leaving doors unlocked in the
neighborhood are gone.

A family in Campbell Coun-
ty, Va. witnessed this first
hand. On Friday, August 8
at 10 p.m. there came a loud
knock against a door on Prim-
rose Lane. A foot followed
the hand, the door was kicked
in and four men entered the
home.

According to a News and Ad-

vance article by Dave Thomp-
son entitled, “Rare home
invasion occurs, in Campbell
County,” this incident took
place just south of Lynchburg,
off of US. 501 — a highway
quite familiar to those attend-
ing Liberty.

The fourwell-armed, masked
men reportedly entered the
home, pointing their guns at
the occupants. They proceed-
ed to tear the house apart over
the next 15 minutes in search
of valuables. This criminal act
raises the debate of whether
or not the homeowners should
have the right to pull the trig-
ger if the ‘tables were turned’
and the guns were in their pos-
session.

A man in Milwaukee, Wis.
found himself in that exact
position. According to an ar
ticle posted on WISN.com,
the Rainiero family of Mil-
waukee woke in the middle

of the night to find Kirt Pro-
traska, 29, in its home. When
Protraska refused to leave,
Michael Rainiero proceeded
to shoot him in the back.

Though Protraska had done
the initial wrong, he intended
to sue the homeowner for us-
ing “excessive force,” ABC
Milwaukee reported.

Rainiero’s lawyer defended
his client's actions, stating,
“The doctor was asleep in his
bed when an intruder came
into his home and put his life,
his wife’s life, and his two kids’
lives in jeopardy.”

Virginia lawmakers are also
faced with the issue of self-
defense in the home. In Feb-
ruary of 2006, according to a
WTOPNews.com (103.5 FM)
article, a bill was rejected that
would allow Virginia citizens
to exercise deadly force when
faced with intruders in their
homes.

Robert Bushnell, prosecutor
for Henry County, strongly op-
posed this bill in the WTOP

- News article by stating, “This

bill is a license to kill.”

Bushnell brings up a good
point. If we allowed such a
law to pass, it would lead to a
‘shoot first, ask questions lat-
er’ mentality. Such a bill could
lead to unnecessary blood-
shed.

However, the laws of physics
demand that for every action,
there is an equal and opposite
reaction. Ifan individual enters
someone’s home by force, they
should expect to be greeted by
force. A home is a haven for
one’s family, future and liveli-
hood. The person prepared to
threaten these things should
also be ready to reap the con-
sequences.

-

Contact Tim Mattingly at
tmattingly@liberty.edu

God’s Green Earth: Ecd Trends

Elisabeth Garman
OPINION REPORTER

Turn on the television, go
grocery shopping, or browse
the Interner and one thing
is clear: America is going
green. The idea of global
warming and the high cost
of oil cause more demand for
alternative encrgy and they
are definitely two reasons this
trend is gaining momentum.

This new craze can be seen
throughout the media. The
Planet Green network is a
television station complete
with  programming ‘that
includes meat-free recipes
and tips to shop and live
more eco-friendly, Even
locally, a recent installment

of Lynchburg Living was

called the “Green Issue.”

In addition, organic
foods are growing in
popularity. Vegetarianism

and veganism are as well,
with celebrity spokespersons
such as Alicia Silverstone.

When many people hear
the word “environmentalist”
(especially those not located
in the northeast or west coast)
they often roll their eyes. The
first words that may come
to mind are hemp-wearing,
incense-burning,  dread-lock
wearing, peace-loving, tree-
hugging freaks who picket,
protest and smell funny. 1
must admit I used to have
that same impression until 1
realized that they have some
good ideas and 1 even recently

dabbled in veganism myself.
An argument for the vegan
lifestyle is that organic and
natural products contain
more vitamins and minerals.
Also, the chemicals in regular
products are definitely not
positive for one’s health.
Asking people to go through
such a major life change to
improve the environment is
notvery practical, butrecycling
‘and  using  eco-friendly
products is. Recently, Liberty
has joined the green trend by
implementing recycling bins.
This is & step in the right
direction, as these bins will
recycle a large amount of waste
produced on the campus.
For some reason, in the
Christian community, issues
of the environment have been

side lined. But Genesis 2:15
reminds us of what God had
originally planned saying: “The
LORD God took the man and
put him in the Garden of Eden
to work it and take care of it,”
God does not oppose eating
meat or expect everyone tobuy
all natural foods or const ;
worry about the hole in the
ozone, pollution and the neéd
for alternative energy He
just commands us to be good
stewards of what he has given
us — his creation being il
of those gifts. A simple aét,
like throwing a bottle in?ée
recycle bin, is a step in the
right direction. .

i

Contact Elisabeth Garman at
ejgarman@liberty.edu
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Beneath the Georgia-Russia conflict

Tony Stimson
OPINION REPORTER

In today’s society, it is

important to stay informed of
both worldwide and local events.
The recent conflict between
Georgia and Russia has caused
many to reach for a map, and it
has international ramifications.

Dr. Stephen Bowers from Liberty’s Helms School of Govern-
ment is quite familiar with the region. He has spent years in
Georgia, located south of Russia, between the Caspian Sea and
Black Sea. During his time there, Bowers has developed close
relationships with officials in the Georgian Ministry of defense.

A major concern is the petroleum pipeline that
runs from Azerbaijan through Georgia to the Black
Sea. Bowers says, “This is the only petroleum pipe-
line not controlled by Russia or the Middle East.”

After Saudi Arabia, Russia is the number two sup-
plier of petroleum in the world. Bowers foresees the cur
rent conflict having a major impact on the supply of
petroleum and may cause gas prices to rise yet again.

What originally sparked this conflict was a region in Geor
gia called South Ossetia, whose inhabitants wanted to gain
independence from Georgia and to join North Ossetia in
the Russian Federation. Georgia had granted them autono-
my, but the South Ossetian’s had abused this right with mass
smuggling operations. According to Bowers, the Ossetians
were encouraged by the Russians to go into regions of Geor
gia and cause chaos. His sources from Georgia said the Osse-
tians began stealing cars and even kidnapping young women.

Georgia decided it was time to exercise power to regain control
ofthisregion, thusactingas Russiawashoping,andprovidingarea-
sontoinvadeandattempttooverthrowthe Georgiangovernment.

Russia's invasion came as little surprise. Brian Whitmore,
who writes for the Eurasia Insight, stated, “Less than one month
before Russia’s armed forces entered Georgia on August 8, they
held massive military training exercises in the North Caucasus in-
volving 8,000 servicemen and 700 pieces of military hardware.”

In another article, Deborah Tedford from National Public Ra-
dioreported,“Georgia’s President Mikhail Saakashvilisaid Russia
hadbeenamassingtroopsontheborderformonthsandused Geor
gia's efforts to retake control of the region as an excuse to invade.”

Whitmore additionally states, “Military analyst Pavel Felgen-
hauer says the aim, from the start, was to overthrow Georgian
President Mikheil Saakashvili and his pro-Western government.”

Bowers has strong reason to believe that this is true. He
says that “Russia is trying to establish its empire and re-gain
territory once owned during the reign of the Soviet Union.”

If this is true, and Russia is truly looking to re-establish the
Soviet Union, a possible cold war could be imminent.

Contact Tony Stimson at
tsstimsond@liberty.edu
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FLAMES

By William Armstrong
SPOATS REPORTER

The Liberty Flames footbal
heads into the 2008-2009
complling gigantic team record o
points per game. Anathir iim
tant figure for Flames fans is
Rocca Era the team is uni
inopeners.

Infront of 14,925 fans,the:
opened Its 2007 season with.
14 victory over Tuseulum, |
fighted by a 65-yard punt e
Wynton lackson, a 17-yard
ception retumn: by Ryan
the starting of a new g
tradition by hanoring thi
founder Dr. Jerry Falwel
was a perfact 7-0 at ha
season, continuing & teal
eight straight home victart
ing back to the 2006 seas

Returning for the Fla
senior - All-Conferance 4@
quarterback Brock Smith, U
back Rashad Jennings, offe
linemen

CRUSADE

Out aof Tigersville, 5,
MNorth  Greenville  Crusades
compiled 3 2007 record of

The Tigers lost sbcout of th
first seven games, bu
tered four straight victories |
end the season. The team
all of its defenders retum
and everyone but twe
sive players retuming,

On offense, quarterbac
Muller passed for 2,883
and 30 touchdowns and rins
ning back Rashad Cummi
is coming off a stella
campaign that saw him
for 1,573 yards and 15
downs, while wide recelver
Travis Talbert caught 64
for 1,029 yards and 14 tou
downs.
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' Michael Phelps

Michael Phelps'record eight gold
medals and seven world records
has spawned a new adjective,
Phelpsian. Aithough Phelps was
the story of the 2008 Olympics,
Usain Bolt ran a close second with
three gold medals in the 100m,
200m, and 4x100m relay. Six ath-
letes and four horses failed dop-
ing tests at the Games, marking
it as one of the cleanest competi-
tions in recent years,

' Manny Ramirez

Manny Ramirez has turned the
Los Angeles Dodgers into a play-
off contender after being traded
from the Boston Red Sox. Since
being traded, Ramirez has batted
406 with six homers and 21 REIs
in 19 games. The Dodgers are
Just three games behind the first-
place Diamonbacks as of Sunday.

' U.S. Basketball

Dubbed the “Redeem Team,” U5,
basketball stomped through
Beljing before narrowly defeating
Spain &n route to a gold medal
Thigisthe first gold medal in
international play for the U5
singe the Sydney Olympic Games
in 2000,

’ Shawne Merriman

An LEL and PCL ligament tearin
the knee of Shawne Merriman has
San Diego Charger's fans halding
their collective breath, The early
‘word out of San Diego is that
Memiman's doctors and the team
are recommending he undergo
surgery and prepare for the 2009
season.

Vijay Singh

Did you catch this weekend's
action at the Barclay’s Classic in
Paramus, N.J.? Most likely not,
5o here is the lowdown. Vijay
Singh wrapped up his 33rd PGA
Tour career victary by shooting
2 one-under par 70 in the final
round to defeat good friend Ser-
gio Garcia an the second playoff
hole. Garcia found trouble in the
left rough when his ball rested
in a mole hole, while Singh
played out of the par-5 17th
fairway and hit the green in two,
tapping in for an easy birdie

and claiming his fourth straight
Barclay'stitle,

[Lady Flames unable to catch the [ancers, fall 2-0

Celi’s coaching debut spoiled by Oliver’s offensive_ou’rrecn

Shortly after, Lancer forwand Michelle De-
Sicno saw a hole in the Liberty defense and
broke free from the defender and found her
onone with Liberty goalie Kacen
e freshman goaltender
utting off the angle to

ieno's shor wide

ess through 10

By Adam Palmer
SPORTS REFORTER

With new head coach Jessica Celi making
her Liberty debut on Friday nighe, the Lib
erty University women's soccer team lost a
hard-fought game with the b; l.u\ln(xj Uni
versity Lancers by a score of 2

Friday night marked the start r.l the
fall seasons for both veams, with cach I
i vo start their seasons on the nght foor
with opening wins

Both the Lady Jhmn andl the Lancers

wd forcing I
The pame remained s

mimutes of play, but Langwood found itself

5 and could not

H)L Brst shor of the

m
ger any offense going
game came ar the 6:36 mark when Lancer
forward Tia Nardella fired a shot from just

outside the 18-yard line
warch as it sailed just hi




HIGH HOPES— Nicki Scripko will return following her standout freshman year.

Les Schofer

Les Schofer

FAN SUPPORT~ Chelaine McCarty wows a full stadium of spectators.

Pinder and Co. gear up for 2008 volleyball season

By Brittany Watson
SPORTS REPORTER

After one of the most successful seasons in Liberty volleyball
history, expectations are high for the 2008 season. Liberty’s
2007 season ended with a Division | record of 27 wins. The
Lady Flames also won the Big South Tournament title, which
had not been accomplished since 2001, and claimed their first
Big South regular season crown since the 2003 season.

The Lady Flames topped off their regular season accomplish-
ments with a trip to the NCAA Tournament, where they lost to
No. 10 California, 3-1. The lone game that Liberty won against
the Golden Bears was only the second game ever won by a Big
South representative in the NCAA tournament.

Head Coach Shane Pinder, 2007 Big South and VaSID Coach
of the Year, says that the girls are, “excited for the challenge”
and believes that 2008 will be a great season. Pinder is expect
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ing a great year from all the returning players and is also excm.d
about the new additions to the team.

Liberty has six starters returning as well as six incoming
freshman. Despite being such a young team, the Lady Flames
boast one of the best lineups in the Big South Conference, hav-
ing only lost Lara Bartolomeo, Alysson Sanders and Mary Alice
Pike to graduation and bringing in a solid recruiting class high-
lighted by Courtney Boggs, Jordan Barlow; Claire Jacobsma,
Rebecca Warren, Kelly Haseman and Courtney Cooper. Senior
leadership will fall on the shoulders of Jessica Nelson and Ash-
ley Webber, the only seniors on the team.

Webber and Nelson both will play vital roles on a defense
that ranked seventh in the nation in digs last year to spark this
year's offense. Nelson finished sixth in the Big South with 4.13
digs per game on her way to a school record 524 digs, while
Webber accumulated 128 blocks and a career best .293 kill per-
centage.
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“Defensively, we are going to be solid again. I'm excited
about our offense too. We have fast athletes so our offense
is going to be really fast. You are going to see a ton of athleti-
cism with a ton of speed and a team that brings a lot of energy.”
Pinder said.

Sophomore Karyl Bacon, returning outside hitter, also be-
lieves this is going to be a successful season for Liberty.

“I think it’s going to be a really good season. We just finished
up the preseason and it went really well. I am expecting big
things.” Bacon said.

Bacon says she is looking forward to developing a strong
team bond for this season and excited about the challenge of
proving themselves to larger universities in the preseason tour
naments.

Returning right-side hitter and Big South Freshman of the
Year Nicki Scripko thinks that this season will be better than
the last.

“Last season was awesome and I think this season will be even
better. We've got a lot of freshman in and we have all worked
really hard. I'm really excited about it.” Scripko said.

Pinder pointed out that Liberty has only won the Big South
Championship in odd years (1997, 1999, 2001, 2007) and he
hopes that this year will be the year to break that trend. The
Lady Flames have also never won backto-back champion-
ships.

When asked if there was anything they wanted Liberty stu-
dents to know, Scripko and Bacon both stated the importance
of fans.

“The fans were amazing last year. It was so much fun seeing
people fill up the stands, if there could be even more fans this
year that would be awesome,” Bacon said. “We love the sup-
port, it definitely makes the game.”

With last season’s success, the bar is raised high for the
2008 volleyball season. Pinder and his team are excited and
ready to take on the challenge of winning backto-back Big
South championships.

Liberty will kick off the 2008 season on Friday, August 29
against North Carolina State. Game time is set for 4:30 p.m.

Contact Brittany Watson at
bawatson@liberty.edu.
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Lady Flames
look to
rebound
versus UVa
on Friday

Continued from B1

In the early minutes of the second
half, Oliver found the back of the net
for her second goal of the evening,
this time sending a free kick into the
upper, right-hand corner of the goal,
giving Longwood a 2-o advantage,

Toward the end of the second half,
Liberty was able to put on another
offensive push together but was un-
able to find the back of the net. From
the 73rd to the 79th minute, the Lady
Flames offense kicked it into high
gear, as seniors Mallory Neff and
Ashley Braam each had opportuni-
ties to cut the deficit, but neither
of their shots found their marks and
Longwood hung on for a 2-0 victory.

“I was really encouraged with the
way we played,” said senior captain
Amy Oberlin. “We played the full
90 minutes and kept working hard
the whole game. We're playing in a
new system and it’s going to take a
few games to work out the kinks.”

The Lady Flames play the Univer
sity of Virginia Lady Cavaliers on Fri-
day in Charlottesville, Va. at 7 p.m.

Contact Adam Palmer at
arpalmer@liberty.edu.

GEARING UP—The lady fiames soccer team will be facing a tough schedule throughout the semester including a face-off with UVa on Friday.

Les Schofer

From “Good2Great” to “Unfinished Business”: 2008 Football Preview

By William Armstrong
SPORTS REPORTER

When asked if Liberty Flames’
football Coach Danny Rocco’s 2007-
2008 season motto, “From Good to
Great,” had been accomplished, se-
niors Brock Smith, Ryan Greiser, Ra-
shad Jennings, Nick Hursky and the
coach’s responses were very similar.

After winning the Big South
championship last season, Roc-
co’s standards have been raised
and show how quickly he has pro-
pelled this program to an elite level.

“This year will show more
versatility” Rocco  said.  “We'll
take it one step further”

As quarterback, Smith had an
impressive junior season, starting
every game and throwing for 2,226
yards and 19 touchdowns in leading
Liberty to a Big South title. Smith
compiled a 157.42 passer rating, and
is currently the 14th ranked pre-
season quarterback in the Foot
ball Championship  Subdivision.

Through  the off  season’s
practices, Smith  has  shown
poise in the pocket and s
playing as a senior should.

“Brock is very talented and has
evolved how we hoped he would,”
Rocco said. “He has matured and
has understanding of the offense.”

Over his tenure as the quarter
back of the Liberty Flames, Smith
has been present for every stride the
team has made, including being a
part of the season when Liberty tied
the NCAA record for biggest turn-
around back in the 2006-2007 season.

“It has truly been a blessing, be-
ing a part of the 2005 class, going
through everything 1 have while
being on this team. I've learned to
appreciate everything considering
where we started,” Smith noted.

“Being the quarterback, we have
to drive the car and complete what
we need to, step by step,” Smith said.

A year after winning the Big
South, Smith is confident in his
team’s chances in competing for the
NCAA Division I-AA championship.

“If we stay healthy we will be un-
stoppable. We have jelled as a team
on and off the field,” Smith says.

Returning Big South Offensive
Player of the Year Jennings enters his
senior year bigger, better and on the
verge of another all-star caliber year.

“It takes more than just me to
gain the success of that award,”

Jennings said. “Hats off to the

coaching staff and the guys around
me for helping me get there.”
Jennings says the team is geared
for winning, and the atmosphere
created at Williams  Stadium by
the fans is a tremendous help

“Winning is  addictiver  and
the fan base is great,” Jennings
said. “We have an extra player
on the feld, and you can't coach
the adrenaline that's  provided.”

Enjoying one of his finest years at
Liberty, Greiser emerged as a strong
safety leading the team with 43 solo
tackles and tied for the lead with six

pass breakups, and he is op
timistic about the chanc
e¢s ftor the rteam this season.

“Last year was a great year for me,

Fresh off its 2007 Big South title, the Flames football team
returns to the field Saturday night with “Unfinished Business.”

but I have to put that behind me and
perform this season,” Greiser said.

Deemed the heart and soul of
the defense, Hursky had a break
out year last season, ranking sec-
ond on the team in tackles with 78.

“We did go from good to grear
with what we accomplished, but we
still need to beat the better teams
that we are going to play,” Hursky
said. “I always have had high goals,
but as long as 1 contribute and the
team wins, that is all I can ask for.”

Hursky, one of the team cap-
tains, feels  strongly  of  the
Flames'  chances  for  success.

*1 feel God has blessed this place
and I'm happy to be a part of it,”
Hursky said. “The sky is the limit
for this ream. We have had great
practices when we play together.”

Rocco, Smith, Jennings, Greiser
and Hursky all confidently respond-
ed to the aforementioned question,
whether the team has gone from
good to great, or saying the rteam
is as close as it can be, but there is
always room for improvement. Jen-
nings said it best when he said, "It
takes a lot to go from good to great,
when every player takes his role to
martch his position. This team wants
to leave alegacy. I think we have defi-
nitely accomplished what we wanted

to, but we have untinished business.”

Contact William Armstrong at
wsarmstrong@liberty.edu

TONY NOLAN

With the upcoming Spiritual
Emphasis Week (SEW), students
may look forward to hearing from
motivational speaker Tony Nolan.

DAVID NASSER

lT\ Nolan will be speaking during the

v= school’s SEW services from Sept.

€€ 1- 3. Nolan often uses his sense of
humor to illustrate critical points in

his testimony. According to TonyNo-

wJ lan.org, Nolan is able to share the
s gospel with over 800,000 students
g every year through radio, television,
W conferences and other venues.

Liberty will once again welcome David Nasser to convoca
tion on Sept. 24. His ministry, entitled D. Nasser Outreach,
works as a resource for other ministries. A former Muslim,

o Nasser and his family fled from Iran to America when he was

™ nine years old in order to escape the revolution. Many stu

L€ dents would remember him by the large “jeans” offering he had
for l.ibcrr)' students to raise money during the spring 2008
SEW. Nasser challenged students to give donations matching

wJ the amount spent on their jeans. The money raised was given
= (0 assist a t";unily who was willing to adopt three children from

Ethiopia. According to the Liberty Journal, these offerings

W totaled $85,000.

o DR JOHN MAXWELL

-

€ Sept. 19 will |1['ing renowned leadership expert Dr. John

i

Maxwell to Liberty’s campus. Maxwell has sold over 16

million books and trained over 2 million leaders. Accord
wJ ing to JohnMaxwell.com, Maxwell was one of 25 authors
= to be named to Amazon.com’s 1oth Anniversary Hall of

Fame. He was named the World's Top Leadership Guru by

w1 Leadershipgurus.net.

CONVOCATION SPEAKER

SPOTLIGHT

By Danielle Talbert
LIFE! REPORTER

DRJERRY JENKINS

1)! _|l'|'J ¥ _Fanm\. .iulhtn ut'llu- et 15:-||i||:! SUTICS,

o~
M s scheduled to appear at Liberty on Oct. 31, He owns

g Jenkins Entertainment, a Christian ilmmaking com

I

M pany. Jenkins also heads the Chnistian Writers Guild,
which mentors and crains Christian writers. Jenkins has

- worked alongside Dr. Billy Graham to publish Graham'’s
J memoirs entitled “Just As | Am.” Jenkins has written

© over 170 books

GARY CHAPMAN

Marriage and family expert,
Gary Chapman, is scheduled o
speak on Nov. 19, He is the best
v selling author of “The Language
gz of Love,” and the senior associate
W hastor of Calvary Baptist Church
L in Winston-Salem, N.C. Chap
E man has written over 25 books on
> lk'].llliil]‘-illi!‘-. \\'ll}l tll\ maost ‘~\'{'“
o Lllll\-\'ll ht l!l.lj_{ wn l]u In]ill. ol In\-('

& languages

Contact Danielle Talbert at
detalbert@liberty.edu
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Your guide to gaining some fun this year

Milton Milkshakes from the Drowsy Poet
Bahama Sno Shack

Peaks of Otter

White Hart Coffee Shop

Black Water Creek

The Dollar Theater

Coffee House

Christmas Convocation

9. Hiking the monogram

10. Downtown Lynchburg

11. Painting the rock

12. Texas Inn a.k.a. The T-Room

13. Frisbee Golf at Peaks View

14. Late night trips to IHOP or Sheetz with your RA
15. Tailgating at Liberty athletic events
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Kerah Kemmerer
LIFE! REPORTER

Liberty University’s Student Activities once
again welcomed students to campus with the

annual Block Party on Saturday evening Aup. -

23. Students who ventured over to the LaHaye
Center parking lot Saturday night were greeted
with energetic music, free food and drink and a
colorful, inflatable playground.

“We plan for this all summer,” Director of

Student Activities, Alese Chandler said. “It is
like a wedding — you blink for a second and
‘then it is gone.”
- The throng of students continued to grow
throughout the evening as word of the activi-
ties and giveaways spread. Much of the excite-
ment stemmed from great giveaways such as
free Monster energy drinks and soda. Domino’s
Pizza was sold at a discounted rate.

“We added more food (this year) and Monster
was a hit,” Chandler said. “We also increased
our entire attractions. Instead of offering just
local businesses, we added more student-based
ones.”

On display were tables for ROTC, Tan State,
College Republicans and Liberty Dining, which
offered discounts for commuter meals.

Domino’s, Smoothie King and Bahama Sno-
Shack rounded out the cuisine for the evening.

“I am very enthusiastic,” junior Kris Jarvis
said. “They are making continual improve-
ments (from previous years) and are on the
track to perfection.”

After eating, many students took the op-
portunity to play. Inflatable challenges such
as “Chaos” required crawling, jumping and ma-
neuvering through vinyl mazes. Additionally, a
bungee-like swing stretched over a trampoline
where the “jumper” could flip forward or back-
ward as he or she bounced up, suspended by the
swing. A rock wall was also available to those
up for the challenge.

Two lines that never seemed to die down
were for the mechanical bull and the mobile
toilets. Sophomore Missy Fisher and junior
Nicole Crews took a spin around the track on
the toilets.

Other attractions included balloon creations,
airbrush tattoos and Bank of America’s “plinko”
like game. Free t-shirts, CDs, and frisbees were
distributed as well.

Four bands performed throughout the eve-
ning, including two local acts — Exodus and

Humble TI1.P.

| %
b

i’
1/

&

.|

|

'3

“Student Activities does a really good job of
bringing in bands that are on the edge of be-
coming mainstream,” senior Dan Jones said.

Exodus opened with an encouraging word
for the crowd to reach out to the homeless and
broken-hearted, saying that without these acts
of mercy, worship is deficient. The band per-
formed its title track “Give Love Away” as a
follow-up to its statement.

Humble T.I.P kept the crowd excited with
some infectious, Christ-centered rap music.

“I am really happy that Humble T.I.P is here,”
freshman Lauren Proffite said.

Seabird, an independent alternative Chris-
tian rock band from Kentucky, kept the crowd
planted with a set of about seven songs, includ-
ing “Rescue,” “Not Alone” and “Let Me Go
On.” The band’s piano-driven melodies and
steady beat had a sound quality similar to Cold-
play.

Finally, from Birmingham, Ala., Rush of Fools
concluded the night as it played to a pumped-up
crowd. As the band took the stage, the lights in
the lot were shut off and the stage was lit in an
array of colorful lights and smoke.

Rush of Fools played for about half an hour
and encouraged students to purchase its CD
“Wonder of the World,” due to release Septem-
ber 16. .

The night came to a close around 10 p.m. with
a colorful fireworks display. Students were able
to observe the display from across campus.

The effort to give students a warm welcome
back to Liberty’s campus may be attributed to
the hard work of the Student Activities staff.

“We started today at 7:30 a.m. and are here
until about 2 a.m.,” Chandler said. “But we have
a really fresh staff this year, and they were all
incredible.”

Contact Kerah Kemmerer at kkemmerer@
liberty.edu

Student
Activities

;

S’rudent Activities opens year with Block Party, concert, games

ALEX TOWERS
SPECTACULAR DISPLAY—STUDENTS WERE TREATED TO A DAZZLING DISPLAY OF FIREWORKS THAT
COULD BE SEEN FROM MULTIPLE LOCATIONS ON LIBERTY MOUNTAIN. THIS PHOTOGRAPH WAS
TAKEN AT THE DR. JERRY FALWELL MEMORIAL.

«  Dorm decorating —
- save space and money
while being creative

S

SUCCESS—Dwayne
Carson with some stu-
dent leaders.
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Jennifer Bowman
LIFE! REPORTER

The idea of living in a dorm
and decorating the room to
reflect home life is a good
concept. However, the reality
of such a venture can be more
costly than many would imag-
ine. At the beginning of each
school year, students
into their dorms and unpack

move
their belongings.  Suddenly,
after stocking drawers with
clothes and stacking shelves
with books, the student is left
with bare walls and un-orga-
nized clutter. With lictle time
and a tight budget, decorating
a dorm room is often the last
thought that comes to mind.

Fortunately, the act of dorm
room decorating may be made
more easily affordable and
simple with stores such as
Wal-Mart, Target, Bed Bath &
Beyond and IKEA.

“Starting Sunday, we have
mini fridges that are priced at
$55, we have microwaves for
$47 and complete bedding sets
are only $37,” said an assistant
store manager at the Target on
Wards Road.

Decorating by using things
from past dorm rooms will

"equipment,”

also cut the cost of decorative
supplies.

“I still have the same bed-
ding and closet organizational
junior
Mechling said.

Jordan
“If you get
those in a good enough qual-

ity, they last quite a while, if

not the whole time you're at
school.”

Talking with previous room-
mates, suite-
mates will help gain knowledge

classmates or

in creative, organizational and
space-saving ideas.

“I like to organize my things
in plastic bins. For instance, |
keep my toiletries in on¢ box
and in another box I might
keep things like hair products
and perfume,” Megan Klemm,
Dorm 28 resident said. “I also
like my bulletin and
picture frames, which | have

board

re-used; the board and frames
can be easily decorated and
hung.”

Connecting with your room-
mate about decorating ideas
will also help in xinlplifying
the process. Many students try
to coordinate their belongings
in an ¢ffort to streamline the
.ll];)l_‘&llil“((.' ol llll.' roOnm.

“This year I've actually got-
ten creative with my room.
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One way that my roommates
and I have made it really fun, is
that we have a lot of the same
coordination  (pink),
and that automatically makes
things look more put together
and organized,” resident of
Dorm 19 Laura Elliott said.

color

“Also, 1 was looking for
cheap ways to decorate and so
[ went through my grandma’s
basement and found some re-
ally cute, vintage ribbon and
strings of beads that can be put
anywhere and make anything
look (better) in a pinch,” Elliot
said. “One thing I did this year
was buy a huge bulletin board
so I can have little accents in
my gpom that are changeable
if I get tired of them, like pic-
tures and things.”

Decorating the dorm room
might be an overwhelming
and frustrating activity, but
with help from department
stores and roommates, it may
not be so dificult. Maintaining
a positive outlook and keeping
an open mind will also aid in
the decoration process.

Contact Jennifer Bowman at
jabowman2@liberty.edu
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OSL helps students develop as leaders

Emily DeFosse
LIFE! REPORTER

On a Christian campus as large as Liberty's, it
is easy for students to get lost in the cracks, but
campus leadership has designed a leadership
program in hopes to lessen the chance of stu-
dents getting left out. Liberty’s unique leader
ship structure consists of the Office of Student
Leadership (OSL) staff, directed by Dwayne
Carson, which includes Resident Directors
(RD), Resident Assistants (RA), Spiritual Life
Directors (SLD) and Prayer Leaders (PL).

“The mission of OSL is to train champions
for Christ and out of that use student leaders to
develop the students,” Carson said.

Specific goals for the 2008-2009 school year
are to maintain safe, secure and sanitized dor
mitories. Discipline that disciples students
rather than just reprimands them is also the
primary focus of OSL. OSL also desires to see
students leaders develop ministry and leader
ship skills. OSL also works closely with the
Liberty University Police Department and the
Student Care and Conduct Offices to prepare
for handling any disasters or issues of student
welfare that may arise throughout the year.

According to Carson, this year Liberty has 20
RDs living within close proximity to the halls
they serve. There are also 220 RAs, 220 SLDs
and there will be approximately 1,000 Pls
This includes the two RDs, seven RAs and
seven SLDs, who made the decision to serve at
the off-campus motel that is housing students
this year.

RAs hold key positions on individual floors.
“ (I look for them to be) shepherds to their
floors and head coaches to their leadership
teams,” Carson said

James “Pickle” Dresler is a second-year RA
who enjoys being able to see the way that God
works on the hall.

Dresler described his favorite moments in

leadership. * When you have that one moment
with that one student,” Dresler said. “When it
is late at night and you are doing room checks
and they pour their heart out to you and their
eyes light up because they finally get it.”

In addition to Carson, Michael Miller is the
associate director of SLDs. Miller works along-
side the SLDs to help them achieve academic
success, leadership development and spiritual
growth.

“(The main role of the SLD is to be a) prayer
leader to the prayer leaders,” Miller said.

lan Maclntyre is a third year SLD on Dorm 8
who miti;ll]y got involved in student leadership
after seeing the way his RAs and SLDs invested
in him during his freshmen year.  He views his
role on the hall as a leader who can “influence
the inHuencers” and encourages all students
at Liberty to “go to prayer group because the
PLs put a lot of effort into prayer groups they
should be taken seriously.”

Chris Deitsch is a Campus Pastor and associ-
ate director of Student Leadership, He works
directly with the PLs to “help equip the PLs
in their ministry and to encourage them.” He
desires to see prayer leaders fulfill the four ob
jectives: to see every student prayed for daily by
name, prayed with weekly, loved and given the
opportunity to be personally discipled

Third year PL on East 9 Christune Lngels
dorfer has learned what it means o be a ser
vant and has been humbled through serving the
girls in her dorm. Her position includes prayer,
mentoring, accountability and loving the girls
What she loves most is “growing closer to the
Lord through the other girls’ lives and teaching
them to find their identies in Christ.”

Students interested in becoming student
leaders should contact the Ofhee of Student
|,Lxuir|shl|: H L ‘\ll]tit'lllll"llil'l\Iil})(" |1l:t'1ll\.'.r\'tiu

Contact Emily Defosse at

ebedefosse@liberty.edu
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Welcome back students, faculty, & staff!
From all of us here at Liberty Dining.

STUDENTS

Make sure you visit Doc’s Diner!
NOW OPEN - 7am to 11pm
seven days a week!

DISGOUNT

With Student I

River Ridge Mall
Special book signing with o,
Mace Faiwell Location Only

(get your book @ Doc’s now and save!)

OGS Candlers Moontoon Rooad

Featuring live music
from...
The Kase Project!

Every Tuesdaxi& Thursday 6am-1 2am

th drink purchase)

Good Good Good
morning.  atternoon. ‘vvmng

Come hungry. [V HO
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Valid Evervday
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