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US Congressman Ron Paul speaksto crowd
at Liberty University

February 08, 2008 | Mitzi Bible

U.S. Congressman Ron Paul, Republican candidate for president, had the chance to speak befor
his largest crowd on the campaign trail at Liberty University Friday.

With about 8,500 students, faculty and staff in attendance, he used the convocation service to
point out key issues of his platform: a Sanctity of Life Resolution for stopping @igpaying

down the national debt, sound money, repealing the income tax, withdrawal of troopsafjpm Ir
free markets and limited government.

Several students waved signs and banners and cheered during his talk. Paul'wapetsdrly
tailored for a younger audience.

“The campaign this past year has been energized by the young people whateatelaal of
concern for the future of the country,” he said at the start of his speech. Paubigrthe f
candidate in this election cycle to speak at Liberty. (All candidatesreaga/ed an invitation to
speak).

“I heard there were a bunch of kids who were very interested in what I've bee @iout and
it turns out that there have been a lot and the energy is here, so | think | madelaonds,”
Paul said.

LU chancellor and president Jerry Falwell Jr. said he was pleased atud@ntstreacted, even
those who did not align themselves with Paul’'s beliefs.

“Liberty’s a university, we're here for educational purposes; it's nmaportant here than
anywhere else to hear all sides so we've invited every candidate and we hepeilhtome,”
he said.

After convocation, students swarmed around a barrier asking Paul to sign autegdplbse
for pictures.

Sam Bernhardt, a junior, said he was there to support Paul “because | liketesoftgoing
back to a limited government, | like his policy on sound money and I like his ideanof lgack
to the Constitution.”

Corey Umberger, a freshman, was also there to show his support.

“Since I've seen him, he’s just a great speaker ... his beliefs on the waa,ih leally like
them.”



Paul, whose campaign has relied heavily on the Internet and volunteers, said he fg@lmger
generation is backing him because “they are getting a bum rap. They néimgheesituation that
is wearing out and | am offering a solution to what they see is coming.”

And in the wake of Mitt Romney’s suspension of his campaign on Thursday, Paul said he
intends to stay on, “as long as there’s enthusiasm and the number of volunteers grovs and t
money comes in.”

He said he was encouraged by the turnout of supporters at Liberty.

“I'm very thankful that I've been invited to come here and | hope I've planted a sé&d.b

Paul, a member of the House of Representatives for the 14th District of Texasaran a
Libertarian for president in 1988.
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