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LIBERTY HOME BIBLE INSTITUTE

EARN A BIBLE DIPIJOMA
RIGHT IN YOUR OWN HOME

Hene's how you can neceive Bible School training
right in your own home for less than $25.00 a month.

Have you prayed for years about
receiving Bible School training? Or
becoming a better Sunday school
teacher? Or going deeper into the
Holy Scriptures?

Liberty Home Bible Institute offers
the most comprehensive Bible cor-
respondence course available in
America.

This four-semester course provides
an indepth study of all sixty-six books
of the Bible, the major theological doc-
trines, a broad range of electives, and
many practical how-todo-it seminars.

Liberty Home Bible Inst i tute
features three hundred hours of
classroom instruction by cassette tapes,

dozens of illustrated textbooks. and
hundreds of pages of programmed
study notes.

Personal attention is given to your
progress while working toward your
diploma.

Heres the opportunity you've been
waiting for: Solid Bible khool Tiaining,
right in your own home.

Send today-without obligation-for
your free information packet or call our
TOLL-FREE Liberty l ine,
l-800-446.5000.

Liberty Home Bible Institute
Lynchburg, VA 24514

-
I

Liberty Home Bible Institute
Department HLH
Lynchburg, V424514
Please send me-without obliga-
tion-my free information packet.
(Please print clearly)

Name

Phone (

Street

C i t y

State - Zip
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\$ The book the Kremlin
denounced

Stanislav Levchenko was the first KGB defector to escape from the very core of
that vile organization. Pure gold to the FBI and CIA. But after they debriefed him
in November 1979, he sought out John Barron for some real talking. Levchenko
felt that he hod to unburden himself . . . disgorge all he had thought and done, all
that happened to turn his stomach and change his heart.

But why John Barron? Because Barron, years back, had written an expose of the
KGB. It was so accurate that the KGB had it translated into Russian. and used it ss

o troining manuol for the top brass. Levchenko knew Barron was one man who would understqnd.

So well does he understand that Barron now gives us not only the fascinating odyssey of a major defec-
tor, but what amounts to a brand new manual. The contents more than iustifv the title. Here indeed is
the KGB Today.

It's a firm rule in the USSR to ignore exposes like Barron's. So you can imagine the author's delight
when Pravdo and Radio Moscow denounced him. He's hitting them where it hurts most, because he's
exposing the arch-thugs who hold it all together. For as Barron points out, "It is impossible to under-
stand the Soviet Union without understanding the KGB and its transcendent role in Soviet policy and
society." Now we understand, better than ever.

"A narrative that sucks the reader in the way a vacuum cleaner sucks confetti....Long after the ruling
cliques of today's culture are dissolved, books like Barron's will tell the truth of our time." -Nationol
Review

"A masterpiece of investigative reporting." - CBS

"John Barron's eye-opening book should be made nus! reading for every congressman, governor, civil
servant, businessman, teacher, clergyman, engineer, scientist, newspaperman, and peanut farmer in our
still too complacent, somnolent, and unsuspecting land,." - American Speclalor

"Chil l ing." - UPI

"A remarkable work of synthesis . . . the work of a highly intelligent man who can analyze and explain
as well as gather and narrate." - New York Tines

"Meticulously documented ... Levchenko has spilled the KGB's beans all over the floor." -Hunon
Evenls

"As exciting as a dozen thrillers." - Robert Conquest

"ln terms of hard, geopolitical importance, this book outranks and helps illuminate Solzhenitsyn's
Gulag Archipelago." - Newsweek
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Address

A fa t  489 pages .
Photo  sec t ion  on

good coated  s lock .
Documented w i th  27

pages o t  no tes .  Index
.  EXTHA!  Comple te  l i s t  o l

Sov ie t  "d ip lomats"  ex-
pe l led  f  rom the  West  as

sp ies  -  jus t  s ince
1974 .  EXTRA!  "Organ.

iza t ion  o f  the  KGB" :
d e t a i l e d  o u t l i n e ,

i n c l u d i n g  b a s i c  t a c t i c s

li"--ffi

WM,
How to get this powerful $19.95 book FilEE

How the Club Works
Every 4 weeks (13 t imes a year)  you get  a f ree copy of  the
Club Bul let in,  which of ters you the Featured Select ion plus a
g00d choice 0f Alternates - al1 of interesl to conservatives. *
l f  you wanl  the Featured Select ion,  do nothing.  l t  wi l l  come
automat ical ly .  *  l f  you don' t  wanl  the Featured Select ion,  or
you d0 want an Alternate, indicate your wishes on the handy
card enclosed wi th your Bul let in and return i t  by the deadl ine
date.  *  The malor i ty  of  Club books wi l l  be of lered al20-50%
discounts,  p lus a charge for  shipping and handl ing.  *  As
s00n as you buy and pay for  3 books at  regular  Club pr ices,
your membership may be ended at  any t ime, e i ther by you or
by the Club. * lf you ever receive a Featured Selection
without  having had 10 days to decide i f  you want i t ,  you may
return i t  at  Club expense lor  lu l l  credi t .  *  Good serv ice.  N0
computers l  *  The C ub wi l l  of fer  regular  Superbargains,
m0st ly at  70-95% discounts p lus shipping and handl ing.
Superbargains do N0T counl  toward fu l f i l l ing your Club
obligation, but d0 enable you to buy fine books at giveaway
pr ices.  *  0nly one membership per household.

CONSERT/AT]VEBOOKCLUB
15 Oakland Avenue .  Harr ison, NY 10528

Please accept  my membership in  the Club and send me, f ree and
postpaid,  KGB Today by John Barron.  I  agree to buy 3 addi t ional
books at  regular  Club pr ices over  the next  18 months.  I  a lso agree to
the  C lub  ru les  spe l l ed  ou t  i n  t h i s  coupon .
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Stqtement ol Purpose
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ore scrying the things they hcrve olwcrys
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Articles

But When the Desire Cometh
Angelo Elwell Hunt

,,^\
\-/ne out ol live mqrried couples find

ihey ore unoble to hcrve cNld:en, Angre
Hunt relates how she ond her husbqnd
Gcry struggled through their quest for o
very speciol child.

Keeping Precchingl Bqlanced
F Gerold Krol,l

T
In presenting the gospel, which is

better-o theatricolly presented emo
tionol oppecl or o scholorly, theologricol
discourse?
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THE
CHRISTIAN
WOMAN'S
RESOURCE
BOOK
by Me lba Graf
Burroughs

he
hrist i ; ln

{}nlaIl"q
t i5{}urcf *

{ l{ }f{

Here is a brand ncw Bridscbook
writ tcn speci{ ical ly to hclp today's
Chr is t ian  woman cope w i th  da i l y
pressures and demands. Melba
Burroughs expkrres the bounty of
spir i tual resourccs ar. 'ai lablc, and
tel ls how those resources can be
used, and shared u' i th ot l .rcrs.

Paper ,  $7 .95  ( ten ta t i ve)

1

{.,

$. r  .

This beauti ful ly producecl book
wil l  guide you ir.r  lcarning how ro
pr i ry ,  h t ru  t ( )  ( ' ( )mmuni ( ' ;111 .  sp i r -
i tua l  needs ,  and horv  to  l i s tcn .
"A lovely col lect ion u,hich rvi l l
decpcn and enhancc y()ur praycr
l i fe."-Marjorie Holmes

H a r d ,  $ l 1 . 9 5

Avai lablc at  your local  brxrkstorc or
d i r cc t  f r om  thc  pub l i shc r  ( i nc l ude

$1.00 pcr book for  postage and

YOUR
PERSONAL
HANDBOOK
OF PRAYER
by Phyl l is
Hobe

WESTMINSTER
PRESS

925 Chestnu t  S t ree t ,
Phi ladelphia, PA 19lt)7
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Shimei's Dust

A n  o r r a n a o l r q l r c  q o r m n n  r s  q r  r r o l t r  c
r $ r v v u r a v v u

nrne lamminn n f  lho  nncno l  n {  ioc t  tq

( -h r rc l  in  lho  nmnror  n f  tho  L ln l r r  Sn i r r ll r  rv  vv

rnr 'h r r  cnl l  fnrononlence Ond fOtth
R r  r i  h n r n r  n f t a n  a r o  c n n m o c a l t n n c  s t  t h

v v ,  r v  I  v v v  |  ' v

r o c l o r - l  i o  t o d r n r r s  r a n o l i l r n n q  n f
l v  ' L v

orrrnnol ic t r r -  sh 'hhn'eths ond Codev  v  v a  r v v l l u r a u

words thcrt ore colculcrted to orouse
the enthusrosm of the converled
rCher thon convrct the souls of the
unconverted?

The result ls thot too mcrny con-
gflegcnons fle so[sfjed f the pteocher
n-l rrq.l r- crrrrhes Ih.n -rlouse O Pcrvlov
inn rpqnonqc In -l'.nstlens Ond ellcll O

chorus of "Amens" While we need
or rcnco l rc l rc  n roa lh rnn  moro  lk r r - rn

ever, we need [o be cerlorn our
nroanhrnn ran l l r i  o r rcnno l  rzos
P i ! v v l  r r r

T n h n  \ A / a c l a r r  l l - r o  m n d  a , a 1 ^ ' l m n  l "
l u r r r  l  v v  q J r s y ,  r r r s  v t g u L  g l v l  l l w l l t l r -

n a n h r n r  o r r m n a l i q i  \ ^ / h ^ . ^ r  r l r ' l  h m r l h z\ € l  l r u  y  s v w  r \ r ! @ r ,  v v  l i u u l

ho ncnrco. l  n l  kra 'nrr  hOSlt le lO feOlv r  v v l r  ] v

o r r n n a o l i c m  n o c q a d  t h r c  r n r i t l a o r i n a  i n -
!  v v r r v v u u r r r

r l ie lmonl  on srr .h nFr lo lmonCeS:
v l 1  v u v 1 1  

F v r' -  f in- l  mnro nrof i t  1p1 SeImOnS Onr  r r r  r s  1 1 a v a v  v r v r r r

a ' . l - ' a r  r a ^ . {  o r  n o n r l  r n r n t k qq l l l l Y r  \ J V U V  L s l l r P s l J ,  V r  \ y ' v u u  v v v r L J ,

lhcln rn whcrl ore u:lgorly coLled
f-,osne' qorm.nq Tho'lerm hos now
become o mere cont word I wish
n n n a  r n  n r  r r  / l \ , 4 a i i - r n r - l i c t \  c ^ - r a h /  \ ^ / - r  r l r l

r  v \ !  \ r v r v , r  , v w , /  u v v r !  r I  v v  v \ J v

uLse r'.It hcrs no determrncrte meonrng
l a r  l - \ r r t  n  n o r f  q o l f - q r r f f r e i o n t  a n i m n ls  v ! ' r /
' h d  h - ^  n a r l F , a r  c ^ n ^ ^  n n r  f f i d - a  h f f ^ r l
l l I U l  I  l s  I  l v l l l  l q l  w t l &  r  r v r  \ r l u u s /  w v v  L

n  r *  cnmo lh rnn  cho r r l  Ch i lS l  o r  H iS
\ A / n r r - l  n r  r r  r c r i f r a r r t r a n  h r r  f a r t h  n n r ' l  h i c

l u J L , r r ! s L r v |  v ]  ' v , L l

honrorc  cnr  n r  r l  1A/hm n  [ rno  C.nqno lu ,  y  v s t .

sermon'1"
When cntics lamboste shollow

n r o a n h i n n  \ ^ / A  ] a o a - f r  n  . - l a f a n c i ' r a
p r  g u u ,  . 1 1  r v ,  ! v  u  J v v u l  I  l H  '  l c l c l  l J l  v  u

cnd dlsrnrss the cillrcsm by chcugnng
r  hm I  hor r  n  ro  r rHce k r  na  t  ho  naqno l  Tn

y  v r !  v l v ! r r

ran l  r  h r  n f  cnr  r  rqo  t  horz  a to  r lo t  nn  t  tq  n
' L v ! L  y ,

nn in . i na  ^ , r r  +ho ]  t hose  whol Jv r r  r , r r  l v  v  u r  r

noddlo qr rr-h 'orrrrnr.lehstic 
SefmOnS"Pvvsrv

contrlcute 1o drscredrtng the gospel
ti-'err nrnfecq lo nrnr:lrrlp-1.

Sr rr-h nerforrn-n.oq hCfVe O fUfthetv u v !  r  y v a a v l a

r lorraciai ina offoci  Th-. ^..ey con ccluse
Chns[ons to become cyn]col obout
n J l  o r r m n a l r c l  i a  n r m c h i n a  m d  l n  c n n -

clude thcrt 1t hos outhved its lnefulrress
'n  

rool ihr  \^ /h.r '  iq  r i isCtedi led IS thcf t
a a r t a n h  r r o  n f  o r r a n a o l i q l r c  n r o n c h t n c

r v v u u L  t v

thcrl we ore Too rnclned to tolelcrte
nnr-l orron tn annlm rd

Proac l r rnc  lho  nnqno l  domandc
1  r v v v r  r a r  r v

t ha t  r n ro  c l on r l r r  . r nnounce  t hev r v v r l l

srffnif 'c.inr-e of 'he deolh burtol, ond
Resunectron of Chrrst ond coll men to
forth in Hrm He rs our messoge Hrs
work on the cross is our solvcrtlon. HIS
Docr tnmron tq nt t r  hnm 

- 
al  r  r^ n.mrl-rl \ L J U r r w - l v l r  - J v u  i  r v y g  L g l  a v t w ! l r

Chrst crucrfred ond ILSen ogorn
eamanna mrn l^ t  aar  

"aved l

ShrmeL

How con you scry thot?

I l n r n r  r n r n r  r l r - l  r i n r  q m r  t n a l  l r l h t n n  t cy v u  J v l

brbLrcol ond nol done crwcry wrth? I
cm/  i l  rc  lmnr  nnr ' l  n^ r  f fa .o  l \ ,4nc t  o r ron l\ ! y  |  , r

-o r  |  , r  ,R  n  lhe  \CW TeSiOnon l
qno- .q  roncr r j rnc  tha  hvnor - r ts r i  o f  thc

o n n l r c r e  n i r r o r  n n r ' l  P n t  r l  c n o n k c
, !  \ r q , r J ,  ' r  

\ ,  
I  v  v r

^ l e , r r l r i  i ,  )  - ^ r i -  ' h l - n s  
8  o n d  9  O n

hr . , r  t r  ry r ,a  1 - r l  mano qnq l  nowhefev 1  v e  v J  \ r ' a v L v

c r  n n o c l c  r r  l f )  n o r c o n l  l r d  r r o  \ A / h r r  r j nJ U \ j V S T T J  u  r v  v u r u u l l '  L r v v r u  v v  r  ! y  v v

rhe churches Ihcr l  leocn I l thLng so
( ' t a r  ima ro  .  / - n "  n  h l onS  8  Ond  9 f

Seems mole thon o coincidence,
doesn't rt?

Prc n nn. l  q  -nA when the Lcrw
.  c  r ]nno -^/T/  l ,  'h  

Ol l  LcfVV come
'o  on end Drd '  no l r  I f  we' re gorng lo
r a q r  r f  r o - T  r t h r n r - r  \ ^ / o  r n a n /  - ^  ^ ' a  ' a q - l -

L ' L L ' ' 1 1 \ ,

roc. Q,rr* rdrnr rrq -r o cqCbolh Ond nol' ! L t U \ f , t g a 9 u y

oai nnrl-

I wrsh our chur.hes would speok
l o c c , i i o c  n n l  n r  o l l r  - n - r  r l  t r l ] - r t n n  i l r  r l
L ! J U  \ J  ! v .

m n r o  n h a r  r t  a i r r r n n  t i m o  n n r l  m . ) n o \ /
s v v v  v l

' -  t L  o  n -  r r  . r n  I  \ , , t d O W S  O l  O U I
v v v l  

\ l ] l \ J

canmaari_innq
v v r  l v l v v \ l L r v r  ! J

f ocn ' r l  n r  u  , r , r  
- ) q  

T r t nd  ond  USe
\ , 4 r r  Q n r r i h  r n l  C . ' f t q ) '  |  1  ' l ' ^  ^  - r r  I  n
1 . - y  v I - r r r r  . u r  i ! . t r :  |  . U N g  q ^ t q } f l l u l L

\ ^ / i l h  \ / - r  r r  s l . r l o m o n l  l h m  l h o  q i m  m f l s

\ ^ r a r a  ^ i \ / a n  n n l r r  i n  n a n  r r n c l r n n  t n r t l h

r h n r  n f  l h o  a n n s l l o c  I  c h a l l o n a o  r r o t  t' 1 l v  v v v J  ' L J

t a  f  n r - l  n  c i n a l o  Q e r r n h  n o  t h m  c m r q  l h a is JIr  rv rL
( - . n r l  h l o c c  r r n r  r  a n r - l  m m r  l ] o  r y a n t

h \ . l h  - l  r r c  l h o  a h r l r h z  t n  r r a h i l r r  d r r r r d o

the Word of God

RW Henson
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JTPPY TALVTLL COMMENTd

TIIE

MORAL
STATE

OF THE

UNION
dmund Burke said, "For evil to triumph, the only thing
necessary is for good men to do nothing." The New
Testament writer ]ames said. "Therefore to him that

knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin" (James

4:17).
America entered the postwar era in 1945 determined that

our children would never experience the woes ofanother great
economic depression, and that they would never face the hor-
rors of another world war. We were sincere in our altruism. !7e
were committed to ushering in a period of peace and prosper-
ity. Ve wanted a new world for our children. A time of un-
paralleled affluence graced the American scene.'We 

gave our sons and daughters rhings we never had-
money, automobiles, stereos, television sets, carpeted rooms,
telephones, and so many other things.

But with those things we failed to communicare ro our
children the onlues and principles that give things meaning. Our
good intentions produced the wealthiest generation of young

T, reol hope for our land is a
diq)ine heoling.

people in human history, but they also produced young people
who knew little of discipline, responsibility, the work ethic, the

Judeo-Christian tradition, the free enrerprise system, sacrifice,
or any of the principles our parents had taught us.

\ilhile America's postwar parents worked to maintain the
elevated lifestyles they had given their children-their children
were fast being victimized by a social disease called "materialism,"
and this produced another social disease called "rebellion." With
all of the purest motives, we had created a revolution in the

8

hearts of America's
the twentieth century, "-ihl
to America in that timel q

We experienced rebellion the establishment. and
rebellion aqainst moral and tr ional values. Crime and
violence invaded America's sc Moral permissiveness, with
its slogan "lf it feels good, do it " became the philosophy of the
day. Pornography boomed into a legal multibillion-dollar in-
dustry. Patriotism seemed to hide in shame.

During those two decades, along with the pessimism in the
hearts of many, there arose a chorus of cries to God for a
spiritual awakening. Many servants of God believed that
America's only hope for survival lay in a visitation from heaven
by the Holy Spirit upon this land.

These intercessors had watched as the moral darkness of two
decades was firrther compounded by two disastrous rulings of
the U.S. Supreme Court. In 1962 the high court had, in essence,
expelled Almighty God from the halls of our public schools by
eliminating prayer from the classrooms. Although some inter-
preted the court ruling otherwise, the actual result has been the
removai of prayer from schools everywhere.

A second ruling in 1973 was even more devastating to the
moral and spiritual fiber of this Republic-namely the Roe c/s.
IXlade decision which legalized abortion-on-demand. Fifteen
million babies have died in our nation since that ruling and
the biological holocaust continues. Because of these situations

1,1u.1,t
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America now faces an increasing secularization and the develop-
ment of a low view of human life, born and unborn. For over
Z0 years, America's schoolchildren have been unable to pray
in their schools, and abortion has become the national sin of
America. The fallout from these rwo tragedies is obvious
everywhere.

Recently, President Reagan stated in his address to the
National Religious Broadcasters in \Tashington, D.C., "l believe
no challenge is more important to the character of America than
restoring the right to life to all human beings. lVithout that right,
no other rights have meaning."

Yet, there is hope. Second Chronicles 7:14 is still in the
Bible: "If my people, which are called by my name, shall hum-
ble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their
wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their
sin, and will heal their land."

America needs another spiritual awakening. Of course, we
need legislative and judicial relief from some of the moral con-
cerns that are plaguing this nation. And of course we must all
render to Caesar that which belongs to Caesar-this constitutes
being a good citizen. The real and permanent hope for our land
is a divine healing similar to those glorious interventions of
earlier days. \Ue have had only rwo nationwide spiritual awaken-
ings. The first phase of the First Great Awakening had its begin-
ning in 1720 with the ministry of Theodore J. Frelinghuysen,
a minister of the Dutch Reformed Church in New Jersey. He
stirred his farmer congregation in the Raritan Valley area. The
awakening had begun. It then moved to a little school in

l\oou is the time
for God's people to look
to heaven for o reviual,

Pennsylvania dubbed the "Log Collegel'when a Scotch-Irish
Presbyterian pastor, William Tennent, began turning out a
number of ministers with evangelical zeal. From there it visited
Virginia under the leadership of Samuel Davies, another
Presbyterian preacher.

Shubal Stearns, a Baptist leader, aided in the revival's spread
through Virginia and North Carolina. Finally, it centered in
Northampton, Massachusetts, led by Jonathan Edwards with
the 200 families in his congregation. Edwards wrote: "There was
scarcely a single person in town, old or young, left uncon-
cerned about the great things of the eternal world." Seven years
later Edwards preached his famous sermon, "Sinners in the
Hands of an Angry God." The first phase of the Great Awaken-
ing lasted for 20 years and saw approximately 40,000 (out of
a population of 300,000) come to Christ in New England alone.
No less than 150 new churches were organized.

By the 1780s the influence of the first phase of the Great
Awakening had largely been dissipated by the philosophy of
Deism. ln 1786 a revival began at Hampden-Sydney College in
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Virginia, and during the next decade it spread to other srates.
In the north, one of the leaders was Timothy Dwight, presi-
dent of Yale. During the revival nearly one-third of his student
body professed conversion. The revival moved to the great
American frontier. The old camp-meeting concept was now in-
troduced. The most famous such outdoor meeting was held at
Cane Ridge, Kentucky, in August of 1801. Hundreds of
woodsmen were converted. The entire frontier areas of Ken-
tucky and Tennessee were helped by it, as thousands were
delivered from addiction to whiskey-the scourge of Satan in
those early days. This period marked the beginning of the mid-
week prayer meeting in churches and also the modern Sunday
school movement in the United States. Great missionary ac-
tivities were being carried out around the world. ln 1792 \ililliam
Carey went to India and ushered in the era of modern-day mis-
sions, and in 1841 David Livingsrone rraveled to Africa.

The Second Great Awakening began in 1857 as a lay-revival
that started in New York through noonday prayer meetings.
It quickly spread to the \7est. One historian described this spon-
taneous explosion of prayer as "an unbroken chain of prayer
meetings from New York to Denver." During that time the Con-
federate Army experienced a revival between the years of 1863
and 1865.'We 

now desperately need a Third Great Awakening. I believe
we are on the threshold of such a divine intervention. During
these past 39 years, since \7or1d \far II ended, while moral
decadence has literally pervaded our nation, God's work has
not stopped but has aggressively been gaining momenrum. There
are now 110,000 Fundamentalist churches; 34,000 Christian
schools; 600 Christian radio stations; 79 Christian TV stations;
thousands of music ministries, campus ministries, prayer circles,
and Bible studies; and other avenues of Christian influence.
God's church has continued to make a profound effect on the
nation through these ministries. Gallup Poll surveys show that
34 percent of all Americans profess a New Birth experience and
41 percent of all teenagers now read the Bible sometimes. Young
people are returning to the moral values of their grandparents.
Last year for the first time in 22 years the annual divorce rate
declined.

All of this indicates two significant happenings-our young
people are repudiadng the social experiments thrust upon them
during the sixties and seventies by the social engineers, and the
influence of the Christian ministries mentioned are being widely
felt.

That is why I say that now is the time for God's people to
look to heaven for a revival like those experienced twice before.
Can God do this again? The answer is an unequivocal and re-
sounding yes. But I am convinced revival will not come until
we meet God's conditions. And I further believe it will not hao-
pen until thousands of Americans who know God get serious-
and truly fast and pray for divine intervention. God would save
this nation if Christians showed the sincerity of their faith by
prayer and fasting.

\Uhen those who are on "praying ground" seek the face of
God, He answers. If this nation is going to be turned around,
it will be because God's people take the initiative. Note who
is addressed in 2 Chronicles 7:14, "my people." The condition
that brought about national revival was the repentance of God's
people. If Christians will unite in prayer and fasting, this na-
tion too can be saved and broueht back to God. C
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by Edward Dobson

UNITY'IND UVIP6ITY ::ffiffiffiT;
hile maintaining separation from unbelief, some
Fundamentalists have neglected the proper em-
phasis upon the unity of all believers. In spite of

our denominational and theological distinctives, we have a com-
mon bond of fellowship with all believers who, in fact, know
Jesus Christ as their personal Saviour. While we may not agree
on certain issues, or even want to cooperate in certain endeavors,
we do have an oblieation to love all those who are members
of the family of God.

The Basis of Unity

While the ultimate spirirual
unity of believers is certainly
taught in Scripture, we are
faced with the problem of
decid ing who are " t rue"
be l i eve rs .  Ce r ta in l y  no t
everyone who professes to be
a Christian is in fact a Chris-
tian. The "unity of the spirit"
taught in Scripture is that
unity which is produced only
by the Hoty Spirit who in-
dwells every believer. This
unity is neither artificial nor
organizational. It is a spiritual
unity that man cannot of
himself produce. It is not of friendship, but a spiritual fellowship.
One may befriend the worst of sinners, but he is not in
fellowship with him.

The question then is, how do we determine one's relation-
ship to Christ since we cannot judge a man's heart as God can?
The biblical answer is on the basis of one's doctrine of Christ.
The Scripture warns: "Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth
not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. . . . If there come
any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not
into your house, neither bid him God speed" (2 John 9-10). Cor-
rect doctrine is the dividing line between truth and error. Since
light and darkness cannot have communion (2 Cor.6:14), there
can be no agteement berween truth and error or God and idols.
To tolerate or compromise with error (heresy) will eventually
lead to embracing it. Thus, doctrine becomes the basis for our
feilowship.

1i_,

Purpose of Unity

In His prayer for His disciples Jesus said, "That they all may
be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also
may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast
sent me" (John l7:21). The prayer refers to those who are gen-
uinely saved and are "in us." These believers are in union with
the Father and the Son; therefore, the outward display of their

unity is a testimony to "the
world." The more we are
divided among ourselves, the
more our testimonv becomes
confirsed to a lost world that
does not understand our labels
in the first place. The world
really wants to know: "What
is a Christian?"

The unity of born-again
believers is an observable
demonstration of our relation-
ship to the Father and the
Son. Thus, Jesus also said: "By
this shall all men know that ye
are my disciples" (John 13:35).

This "final apologetic," as
theologian Francis Schaeffer
calls it. is essential to convrnc-

ing the watching world that our message is true. He adds: "The
Christian has a double task. He has to practice both God's
holiness and God's love. . . not His holiness without His love:
That is only harshness. Not His love without His holiness: That
is only compromise" (The Church at the End of the 20th Cen-
tury, p. 142).

In Ephesians 4:3-6, the apostle Paul explains Christian
unity in relation to the Trinity and the whole plan of God. He
writes: "Endeavouring to keep the uniry of the Spirit in the bond
of peace. There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are
called in one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one bap-
tism, and one Ood and Father of all, who is above all, and
through all, and in you all." Thus, true Christian unity reflects
our union with the triune God and one true Christian faith.
In commenting on this passage Martyn Lloyd-Jones remarked:
"The uldmate question facing us these days is whether our faith
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is in men and their power to organize,
or in the tnrth of God in Christ Jesus and
the power of the Holy Spirit" (The Basis
of Christian Unity, p. 64).

The Dimensions of Unity

Unity in Doctrine: Guarding the
Truth. \ilhile God does use parachurch
organizations and Christian schools to
meet specific needs, the local church is
the guardian and defender of the faith.
The autonomous congregation must
establish its doctrine and defend it against
any encroachment oferror. Through the
years we have seen that schools tend to
drift into moderation and Liberalism and
in turn influence the churches to do the
same, Churches must demand that
schools stav true to the lford of God.

Unity in Purpose: Evangelizing
the World. The purpose of the local
church is to be God's instrument to carry
out His plan for world evangelization.
The Great Commission is for every
generation to reach their world for
Christ. \7hen believers lose sight of that
goal they inevitably lose their commit-
ment to Christian unity.

LJnnecessary divisions in the family of
God hurt our testimony and subsequently
impede our ability to reach people with
the gospel of Christ. All too often our
ranks have been divided by petty per-
sonality conflicts having nothing to do
with biblical principles.

In order to reach the world with the
gospel, Christians must display observ-
able love to one another. Vhile unity
can never become an excuse for tolerating

\M haue an
oblisotion to love oll

member of the family
of God

false doctrine, we must remember that
the unsaved world does not judge us on
our doctrine. The lost world can judge
us only on our demonstration of observ-
able Christian love. If we cannot love
each other, how can we expect the world
to believe our testimonv?
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Unity is spiritual in nature, pro-
duced by the Holy Spirit of God who
lives within every believer. It is not an
organization bound to a geographical
headquarters, nor is it a vague mystical
union of an invisible church. Rather, it
is the common bond of faith in Christ
as Saviour that all believers share.

T, lost world con
iudse w only on our

demonstrotion of
obseruable Christian

loqte.

\7hile we may wear different
denominational labels or hold to different
theological positions, all of us who know
Christ must preach Him. Organizational
unity is not necessary to evangelize the
world, but mutual commitment to the
purpose of world evangelization is! Op-
posing doctrinal heresy is entirely dif-
ferent from fighting among ourselves. We
will never reach our world if we spend
all of our time bickerins with one
another.

Unity in Action: Confronting the
World. Christian unity rallies believers
to confront a sinful society. Thus, Chris-
tian unity does not propose an allegiance
with society, but rather a "salt" and
"light" influence upon society. As the
"salt of the earth." believers are to be a
preservative in society. Our spiritual and
moral influence upon our nation is essen-
tial in holding back an all-out onslaught
of Satan. As the "light of the world," we
must let our lives penetrate the darkness
of society. Preaching the gospel is con-
frontational and divides the saved from
the lost-the believer from the un-
believer. Confronting sin has never been
popular and often cost the Old Testa-
ment prophets their lives. Naming sin has
always been equally unpopular. Dealing
with specific issues like abortion, por-
nography, anti-Semitism, racism, and so
forth, arouses people's emotions and
often causes extreme reactions.

Deterrents to Unity

There are still many deterrents to
Christian unity. Christians are re-
nowned for their ecclesiastical "wars and
rumors of wars."

Fallible Human Leaders. The
great conflict in the church at Corinth
was over following human leaders. Some
claimed to follow Paul, others Peter, and
others Apollos. Paul himself rebuked
them by asking, "Is Christ divided?" (1
Cor. 1:13). All too often Christian unity
has been hindered bv fallible human
leaders who have demanded allegiance to
themselves rather than to our Lord.

False Doctrine. There can be no
real unity without doctrinal agreement.
False doctrine and the imbalance of cer-
tain doctrinal excesses has led to further
division. The Bible clearly teaches that
false doctrine must be emphatically re-
jected since it perverts the truth of God.
Thus, heresy divides the body and
prevents our unity and cooperation with
those who deny the fundamentals of the
faith.

Imbalance. Even orthodox doctrines
taken to excess can create a hindrance to
unity. Some people are blindly loyal to
their own peculiarities. Others go on a
theological witch-hunt to rout out
Calvinists, Deeper-Lifers, Easy Believists,
Post-Tribbers, Interdenominationalists,
and others. Some love to use deprecating
labels and further cause unnecessary divi-
sion among believers who differ on
nonessential matters. We need to place
all of our ideas into subjection to Christ.
Onlv with Him in the center can a true
balance occur.

Dangers to Unity

Even in the very best of attempts at
genuine Christian unity there are in-
herent dangers.

Personality vs. Principle. Just as
strong personalities can bring about divi-
sion among brethren, they can also be a
false basis for unity. This can certainly
be illustrated by controversies between
leaders. Christian unity must be based
upon the clear teaching ofScripture, not
the dictates of a single dominant per-
sonality. Such "unions" are bound to
failure.

Disagreement vs. Distrust. Some
Christians are too quick to distrust those

continued on Page 54
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For Jews Only

The Jewish male thanked God every
day that he was not a Gentile. He looked
upon all Gentiles as dogs. Tradition for-
bade the Jew sitting at the same table with
Gentiles for a common meal. There was no
social contact, and every relationship be-
tween Jew and Gentile was designed to
demonsrate Jewish superiority.

Even the half-breed Samaritan was cut
off geographically and socially from the
mainstream of Jewish life. Jews refused
even the convenience of the shorter route
walking through Samaria on their way to
Galilee.

Prq wos rebuked
for obeying o direct

comrnond of God ond
preaching to Gentiles,

On the Day of Pentecost when the
church was empowered, Peter stood and
preached to Jews from l7 nations. It was
a Jewish message, to Jews, that produced
Jewish converts exclusively.

The early Jewish church remained in
Jerusalem with no disposition to extend
the gospel to anyone else, until a severe
persecution thrust them out in Acts 8:4-5:
"Therefore they that were scattered
abroad went every where preaching the
word. Then Philip went down to the city
of Samaria, and preached Christ unto
theml'

A reluctant Peter received a vision
while in prayer on a rooftop in Joppa. The
vision of all manner of beasts, creeping
things, and fowls was not clear to Peter,
but when three Gentiles inouired of Peter

by Truman DoIIar

he was forced to listen. The Spirit of God
instructed him to accompany them.

Arriving in Caesarea Peter found the
Gentile Cornelius waiting with his friends
and family for a message from God.
Peter's resistance was broken and he said
in Acts 10:28. "Ye know how that it is an
unlawful thing for a man that is a Jew to
keep company, or come unto one of
another nation; but God hath shewed me
that I should not call any man common
or uncleanl'

Peter finally got the message: "Then
Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a
truth I perceive that God is no respecter
of persons: But in every nation he that
feareth him and worketh righteousness,
is accepted with hirrf'(Acts 10:34-35). The
Jews were astonished that these Gentiles
were saved and that on them the gift of
the Holy Ghost was poured out.

Peter was rebuked by the Jewish Chris-
tians in Jerusalem for obeying a direct
command of God and preaching to Gen-
tiles: 'And when Peter was come to
Jerusalem, they that were of the circum-
cision contended with him, saying, Thou
wentest in to men uncircumcised, and
didst eat with them" (Acts 11:2-3).

A revival of Gentile conversion broke
out in Antioch (Acts 13). Barnabas
brought Paul to help instruct the new
Gentile converts as the church in
Antioch grew.

Through an incredible act of courage
and spiritual maturity, the church in An-
tioch sent out Paul, Barnabas, and John
Mark to preach the gospel to the Gentile
world (Acts 13:1-3). It had never been
done before.

Although thousands of converts
resulted, the dispute continued by those
who wanted to maintain Christianity as
exclusively Jewish. The hardliners now
contended that if Gentiles were converted
at least they had to become Jews first and
demanded their circumcision.

A great Jerusalem conference took
place in Acts 15 to determine the place
of Gentile Christians. After the testimonv

Ghristianity and Human Rights'
TT ach morning as a Jewish male

fl o.g"., .t* oui,y prayers, ne saro'
LJ"ln d. I thank Thee that I am
not a Gentile, a slave, or a woman,"

It was at least a decade after the birth
of Christianity before these deep-seated
prejudices began to be overcome. They lay
deep in the Jewish mind, and much of
this prejudice was as strong in the Roman
culture,

The Jew, as a part of God's covenant
people, believed himself to be a part of
a very exclusive group, and he liked it.
Although initially there was a biblical
basis for His separation and exclusivity,
the Jew resisted admitting anyone else to
that place of privilege at the birth of
Christianity.

The Christian faith itself began by
design with a very narrow exclusive group.
They were all men, all Jews, and all lived
in Israel. It was a considerable time before
it was widened to include anyone else and
then only by the forceful hand of God.

This carnal tendency lies deep in the
human heart and it is difficult to over-
come. lt seems almost like it is the last of
Satan's strongholds in the development
of the spiritual man. In our carnal natures
we like to be exclusive. We like our nar-
row little clubs, the qualifications for
which make us feel very superior. Ve have
picked up these base tendencies from the
world. It all tends to make us feel good
about ourselves. Superior. The church of
Jesus Christ has not been immune from
this snobbery.

The modern Christian can learn
about the digritv and nobility of redeemed
men by studyrng the evolution of the early
church.

Truman Dollar
recentlJ assumed the
pastorate of Temple
Baptist Church, Detroit,
Michigan.
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of Peter, Paul, and Barnabas, James con-
cluded that, "We trouble not them, which
from among the Gentiles are turned to
God" (Acts 15:19). Messengers carried the
word to all the churches.

Paul stated it with great force and
finality: "'Wherefore remember, that ye
being in time past Gentiles in the flesh,
who are called Uncircumcision by that
which is called the Circumcision in the
flesh made by hands; that at that time ye
were without Christ, being aliens from
the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers
from the covenants of promise, having no
hope, and without God in the world: But
now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes
were far off are made nigh by the blood
of Christ. For He is our peace, who hath
made both one, and hath broken down
the middle wall of partition between us;
having abolished in his flesh the enmity,
even the law of commandments contained
in ordinances; for to make in himself of
twain one new man, so making peace;
and that he might reconcile both unto
God in one body by the cross, having
slain the enmity thereby. . . . Now
therefore ye are no more strangers and
foreigners, but fellow-citizens with the
saints. and of the household of God"
(Eph. 2:11-16,19).

Paul rebuked Peter for backsliding on
the racial issue in the church when he
deceived the Judaizers who visited An-
tioch (Gal. 2:ll-13).

The church of Christ was not de-
signed as an exclusive club for Jews, nor
when Gentiles began to be converted did
God create a church for Jews and a
church for Gentiles. 'And other sheep I
have, which arc not of this fold: them also
I must bring, and they shall hear my
voice; and there shall be one fold, and
one shepherd" (John 10:16).

The issue was settled when Paul said,
"There is neither Jew nor Greek . . . for ye
are all one in Christ Jesus" (Gal. 3:28).

For Free Men Only

Each day in his morning prayers, the
Jewish male thanked God he was not a
slave.

Early in the exploding growth of the
New Gstament Church a delicate social
issue emerged. Should the wealthy free
men of the Roman world be forced to at-
tend church with converted slaves? Could
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the two social groups comfortably sit at
the love Feast together?

It was a significant issue when there
were over 500,000 slaves in the city of
Rome alone. The master-slave reladonship
was often cruel and inhumane. Slaves
under certain conditions could be le-
gally whipped, maimed, or even killed.
Slave wives could be seoarated from

Ho* could a rnoster
sit next to o slove in a
worship seruice end
not feel superior.

husbands, and children sold from parents.
Roman law allowed all of that, but Chris-
tian compassion would not. An e><plosive
social condition was created by Christian
moral values. How could a master sit ne><t
to a slave in a worship service and not
feel superior. The owner displayed all the
signs of wealth while the slave had an awl
mark in his ear.

Perhaps two churches should be
established; one for slave-owners and one
for slaves. Perhaps each class would feel
more comfortable and less threatened.
What if lines of authoritv were erased bv
too close fraternization in the local
church or some expression of Christian
compassion cost an owner money?

Paul had courage enough to address
the issue. He did so without violating the
law or making Christianity a political
threat to the Roman empire.

While in a Roman prison Paul met a
runaway slave named Onesimus. This
particular slave was the property of
Philemon, a prominent Christian in the
Colossian church. The slave had been
worthless; perhaps even a thief.

Providentially Paul was brought in
contact with Onesimus and won him to
Christ. He sent him home, in keeping
with Roman law, but with an accom-
panying revolutionary letter. In it he
called Onesimus his spiritual son.

Paul got deeply involved in the social
problem but without the violence of mili-
tant social movements. He intended that
Philemon treat his slave as one who was

worthy of Christ's love. He erased the
boundaries between slave-owner and
slave because they were brothers in
Christ. Because of the love of Christ and
the believing family relationship, Chris-
tians were a society within a sociery. Their
caring responsibilities to each other were
stronger than all civil obligations and they
were based on Christian love.

Paul said in Philemon 12-18. "Whom
I have sent again: thou therefore receive
him, that is, mine own bowels: Whom I
would have retained with me, that in thy
stead he might have ministered unto me
in the bonds of the gospel: But without
thy mind would I do nothing; that thy
benefit should not be as it were of neces-
sity, but willingly. For perhaps he
therefore departed for a season, that thou
shouldest receive him for ever; not now
as a servant, but above a servant, a
brother beloved, specially to me, but how
much more unto thee, both in the flesh,
and in the Lord? If thou count me
therefore a partner, receive him as myself.
If he hath wronged thee, or oweth thee
aught, put that on mine account."

Buried in the closing chapter of
Romans, Paul's amanuensis, Grtius,
(Rom. 16:22), saluted the Roman Chris-
tians. The word ?rtizs is the Latin word
for "three." He was undoubtedly a slave
in Gaius's house. His only name was a
number. This was a common Roman
practice in naming slaves. In the same
chapter Quartus, another slave, sent his
greeting. His name simply meant "slave
number fourl' Quartus, a nameless slave
in Roman society was a brother in the
Christian faith (Rom. 16:23).

No one for whom Christ died could
be without dignity in the Christian com-
munity, notwithstanding his insig-
nificance in Roman sociery. If a holy God
loved a man enough to redeem him, his
citizenship was in heaven (Phil. 3:20). He
had an "inheritance incorruptible, and
undefiled, and that fadeth not away,
reserved in heaven" (1 Peter l:4).

In 1 Peter 2:9-10 we read, "But ye are
a chosen generation, a royal priesthood,
an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye
should shew forth the praises of him who
hath called you out of darkness into his
marvellous light: Which in time past were
not a people, but are now the people of
God: which had not obtained mercy, but
now have obtained mercvl'

Paul said, "There is neither bond nor
free . . . for ye are all one in Christ Jesusl'
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For Men Only

The Jewish male thanked God each
day in his morning prayers that he was
not a woman. No synagogue could be
established without at least 10 Jewish
males.

The place of the woman in both the

Jewish and Roman world was predictably
miserable, if not brutal. Few legal rights
were hers.

Divorce was common and totally to
the legal advantage of men. \fomen had
no property rights, and it was not
unknown for Roman men to marrY and
divorce 10 women in a vear's time.

As the gospel spread, the message was
that every individual was lost and in need
of redemption. Husbands could not be
saved for wives, and women shared equal-
ly with the men the blessings of the
gospel. The sins of women were forgiven,
and they were indwelled with the same
Holy Spirit.

Jesus said to a Samaritan who was also
a woman-and at that an immoral
woman who had had five husbands and
was living unwed with a sixth manl'If
thou knewest the gift of God, and who
it is that saith to thee, Give me to drink;
thou wouldest have asked of him, and he
would have given thee living water" (John
4:10).

Wtorwwthe
believing wornon's
ploce in the church
and whot ww her

stonding in the home?

This delicate problem confronted the
early church on multiple fronts. \Vhat was
the believing womart's place in the church
and what was her standing in the home?
The theology of the Christian faith was
at odds with the values of society. Could
a Christian woman sit beside her believ-
ing husband, sharing equally the benefits
of salvation without social revolution and
disruption of the home? Could the values

] A

of the Christian faith survive a hostile
environment?

Paul established firm structure in the
home in I Corinthians 11, while insisting
on mutual love of both husbands and
wives in Ephesians 5. \ilomen were for-
bidden in the pulpit and from serving in
the office of deacon but were given equal
places in the kingdom. The Book of Acts
is full of stories of godly, serving women.

The Bible makes it clear that in the
church all differences between men and
women are differences of function not
essence.

No man in the Roman world could
serve Christ and treat his wife as Roman
law allowed him to do. The gospel of
Christ put woman next to man's heart,
not under his heel. These were the volun-
tary restraints of love.

Paul said, "There is neither male nor
female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus"
(Gal. 3:28).

Finding the Dignity in Man

The birth of the Christian faith
created two separate societies in one
world; believing and unbelieving. Their
values and morals were dramatically dif'
ferent. One society was civil and con-
trolled by powerful political figures, the
other spiritual and administered by Spirit'
directed men.

The unbelieving world cared little
about human rights and human dignity.
The spectacles in the Roman Colosseum
were ample evidence of their view of man.
Roman law showed a concern only for a
special legal class of men. The Christian
world on the other hand looked upon
man as a special creation of God with a
divine soul and the potential, when
redeemed, of fellowship with a holy God.

The Christian faith exploded and
pockets of believers sprang up all over
Asia Minor and Europe. There were
enough converts in the first 75 years after
Christ that a holy war was possible. How
could these two systems coexist? What
was the divine tactic for believers dealing
with the world's system and its disregard
for the dignity of man?

First, believers were to obey the law
and only under the narrowest cir-
cumstances allowed to violate it (Rom.
13:1-7). The church, in fact, was not in-
structed to overthrow governments, even
bad governments.

Second, the Christian faith empha-
sized a special relationship between
believers and that was to be the symbol *
of the faith. 'A new commandment I give
unto you, That ye love one another; as
I have loved you, that ye also love one
another. By this shall all men know that
ye are my disciples, if ye have love one
to another" (John 13:34-35). Here in this
circle of believers, the dignity of redeemed
men was manifested. Slaves became kings
and priests with Christ. Gentiles became
joint heirs. with Christ. Women were
made citizens of heaven along with their
husbands. Fallen man was elevated in the
loving circle ofbelievers because oftheir
Saviour.

Thir,C, believers then were to influence
the world by being salt and light. "Ye are
the salt of the earth'(Matt. 5:13). "Ye are
the light of the world" (Matt. 5:14).

As the salt of the earth, by the preser.
vation of good, believers were to retard
evil. They would not eliminate it.
Righteousness would reign throughout
the earth only when Jesus returned.

As the light of the world, believers
brought truth. They brought the truth
that Jesus was the Christ. They also
brought truth by teaching the world by
example and precept how to relate to each
other. When enough Christians were in
a nation, whole societies would change.
'When 

men were powerfirl political figures
and at the same time believers, it made
a profound difference.

The influence of the Christian faith
moved Vilburforce to plead for the aboli-
tion of slavery in England and the gospel
prepared his nation to respond.

The Great Awakening in America in
the eighteenth century created the climate
for a nation that recognized human rights
and the dignity of man to be born under
God. The gospel preaching of \Uesley,
Vhitefield, and Jonathan Edwards en-
sured human rights even for those who
did not believe. They changed a society.

Inevitably a rejection of God in
America will bring a rejection of human
rights not just of unborn babies, but of
the powerless and unprivileged. Only the
gospel gives man real dignity. U

Adapted from a sermon delivered at Baptist Fundamentalism '84,

Apri l  11, 1984.
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Dut

by Angela ElweII Hunt

henever I read the miracles of God in the
Bible or hear testimonv from another Christian

of how God has supernaturally worked in his life,
I am thrilled that the God who worked miracles in the
Bible is still working them today.
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TTTT e have all been encouraged
I Y / by the biblical accounts of
lA/ David, Elijah, Paul, Esther, and
7 7 the apostles. And I fervently

hope that somehow, somewhere, God is
making sure that contemporary miracles
are being recorded in heaven. Imagine,
sitting in His celestial library and rejoic-
ing in the great miracles of God in our
time! Here's one story that might en-
courage many of you, and I don't want
you to have to wait until eternity to
hear it.

My husband, Gary, and I are a young
couple who share all the dreams of rypical
young couples. My entire life has been
planned around the assumption that
"first comes love, then comes marriage,
then comes Angie with the baby car-
riage." I'd love to have a dozen children.
I have always longed for the day when
I would bandage scraped knees, kiss tiny
foreheads, and read Bible stories at bed-
time. My husband is a youth pastor and
has alwavs had a natural love for children
and young people. He actually wants to
work with youth in the confused junior
high years-that's how special he is.

Statistics indicate that one out of five
married couples will find themselves
unable to have children. Our dreams
were shattered when we learned we were
one of those couples. \Ue shared a private
grief quite unlike any other. Erma
Bombeck once wrote that infertile
couples "get as much sympathy as a
95-pound woman trying to gain weight."
How true. Only other infertile couples
seemed to know what we felt and how
desperately we wanted a child. We real-
ized, however, that having biological
children and experiencing pregnancy
were not as important to us as having a
child to love. In July 1982 we decided
adoption was our answer.

One Sunday morning our pastor
preached from Proverbs 13, and verse 12
seemed to leap off the page. "Hope de-
ferred maketh the heart sick; but when
the desire cometh, it is a tree of life." Our
promise! Not "if " the desire cometh, but
"when"! \ile knew our child was on the

Angela Elwell Hunt
is a free-lance writer in
Lynchburg, Virginia.

way. \7e quickly registered with an
agency and began the long process of
homestudy and other adoption paper-
work. After all the procedures were com-
pleted, we settled back to handle the real
difficulty-waiting.

During the long wait, I prayed that I
would exhibit patience and graciousness.
Often I failed. Can you imagine what it's
like to wake in the morning and think
that you might be a mother by nightfall?
To pray every night for your child who
is out there somewhere, somehow-
possibly unborn, possibly sick, abused,
deserted? To prepare a room in your
home in bright colors and hope that the
room is used before the wallpaper fades?
To avoid baby showers and walk the long
way around through Sears to miss the
children's deoartment?

But God always gave grace and
strength for the next day. We continued
to pray for our child and for the social
workers who would play a part in the
adoption process. The months crawled
by, and we waited, trusting in God's
plan we couldn't see.

\We didn't know it when
we began to pray in July
1982, but our child was
conceived that next
month. So while we
prayed, God's plan was
constantly in motion,
bringing our daughter to
us.

Dur ing our  adopt ion
homestudy, the social worker
asked, "What sort of child
would you like?" Our first concep-
tion of our "ideal child" was a baby
girl, preferably Korean. I had naveled
in Korea one summer and had been
touched by the many children in
orphanages there. However,
since Korean children were
not available in our state
and infants are scarce in
the United States. we

were on record as requesting a boy or girl,
up to preschool age. \?e were open to any
child who needed us, but it was the smil-
ing face of a little Korean girl that I taped
over my desk and kept her face before me
when I prayed. That photograph smiled
at me for a year before we heard
anything.

One morning at five o'clock we were
awakened by the ring of our telephone.
Joe Hale, a missionary friend, was call-
ing from Korea. He knew of a three-
month-old baby girl found on a doorstep.
Would we be interested in adopting her?
The adoption would be expensive and it
would involve much paperwork, but Joe
would personally oversee her care if we
decided to go ahead and see ifthe adop-
tion was possible.

We were skeptical. The doors to a
Korean adoption had been closed to us
before, but we would try again. As we
crawled back into bed and tried to sleep,
I kept thinking that the time was so right.
I had just quit my full-time job to stay

at home. We had been mar-
ried three years and

were f inancia l ly
stable.  As is
always the case

wi th God's
perfect tim-
1ng,  every-

thing seemed

I



to fall into place. A Korean baby girll
The exact desire of our hearts!

The next day I found an agency in
\Tashington, D.C., that would handle
the adoption. That evening we tele-
phoned Joe and asked him to name her
"Taryn" for us. She would be ours.

The next weeks were filled with uncer-
tainty. There were

difficulties every
step of  the

way. Over-
seas adop-
t ions  are
quite expen-

sive, and we
prayed for a

way to finance
Taryn's adoption.
At one point, the

agency called and
said that Taryn prob-

ably would not be
available for adop-

tion due to dif-
ficulties with

legal

papers. I sat numbly, surrounded by just-
purchased Pampers, and decided to claim
God's promise and go ahead with my
preparation. Later, Taryn's availability
was confirmed.

I thought waiting was difficult when
I was simply praying for a vague,
unknown child. Now that I was praying
for my litt le daughter with her
photograph in my hand, the waiting
seemed endless. The initial four weeks of
paperwork stretched into fourteen weeks,
and the three-month-old baby grew into
a six-month-old. But, finally our phone
rang with good news. Taryn was arriv-
ing on Friday, November 4, with four
other babies. We were to pick her up at
Vashington National Airport.'When 

we arrived at the crowded air-
port, we met four other sets of anxious

parents. The plane was delayed a half
hour, but the time passed quickly as we
shared stories with the other parents-in-
waiting with whom we had so much in
common.

Finally the plane landed and all
passengers disembarked. 

'We 
were in-

structed to wait at the gate while the
social workers from the agency boarded
the plane to help carry off the children.
Craning our necks for a view down the
narrow passageway to the plane, we saw
the social workers come into sight carry-
ing little bundles, all crowned with tufts
of spikey black hair. Taryn, the last child
off the plane was alertly looking around.
\(hen we caught her eye, she smiled.
Tears ran down our faces as we held her
and said hello for
the first time.
Five families
were caught
up in their
own private
worlds as the
dreams o{ &
the  pas t
m o n t h s

became flesh,
wet diapers.
"tree of life."

So many miracles had combined to
bring our daughter to us. I could never
relate them all. Nor could I adequately
thank those missionaries. the Hales and
the Lugars, who cared for her in Korea.
But we have been fortunate enough to
see how God has directly blessed them
for their kindness and love. \What we
could never repay, God has repaid. As
the missionary work prospers, I am sure
that tales of their spiritual children and
grandchildren will be recorded in eter-
nity's library. What a joy to be a small
part of it.

blood, and
We had our
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John H. Styles, Jr.

God is so faithful; all things truly work
together for good. Our infertility has led
us to a larger challenge and a greater
comfort. Adoption is a challenge, but
Taryn is an absolute joy.

During our time of waiting, I had
often read the story of childless Hannah.
I understood her quiet desperation and
urgent need to have a child of her own.
After experiencing our first Christmas
with our baby, we put Taryn to bed and
sat in front of the tree to open our gifts
to each other and some gifts from our
parents. A small box addressed to me
from my mother didn't seem to contain
much, but when I opened it I found a
small plaque that read, "For this child I
prayed; and the Lord hath given me my
petition which I asked of him: Therefore
also I have lent him to the Lord; as long
as he liveth he shall be lent to the Lord"
(1 Sam. 1:27-28\.

As we sat quietly under the Christmas
tree savoring the moment, my eyes filled
with tears and I thought, "Well said,
Hannah. \ilell said." D

My Ahar
I have worshiPPed in churches and

chapels;
I'ue prayed in the busy street;

I haue sought m1 God and hat,e t'ound
him

lYhere the waves of his ocean beat;
I haue knek in the silent forest

In the sh"ade of some ancient tree;
But the dearest of aII my akars

Was raised at mJ mother's knee.

God, make me the man of her oision
And purge me of selfishness!

God, keep me true to her standards
And help me to liue to bless!

God, hallow the holy impress
Of the day thnt used to be,

And keep me a pilgrim foreuer
To the shrine at my mother's knee!

I
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by F. Gerald Kroll

Setting: The hour is 11:00 a.m. The
da is thz first day of the week-thc. "Lord's
Day." The place is "Anlwhere, USA."
The people of two congregations are gather-
ing in their respectiue clwrches .for

eonngelism, worship, instruction, and

fellowship. Two men of God begin deliuer'
ing the message of God to their separarc

flocks.
At First Church "Pastor Archaeologist"

ascends to the sacred desk. Hauing com-
pleted laborious hours of feuerish study of
the Hebrew and Greek texts, and an ex-
haustiue grammatical, historical, and
theological exegesls of the passage, he pro-
ceeds with a prolific portfolio of notes or,
morelikely, manraipt. Kittle, Lange, Keil,
Delitzsch, Mouhon, and Milligan are aII
;farniliar natnes to his congregation. His peo-
ple are known for their enclclopedic
knowledge of Bible facts and figures. In fact,
five were recently elected to the National
Bible Tric)ia Sociery. Pastor Archaeologist
preaches in the past tense, telling his con-
gregation what God did through Dauid,
Isaiah, leraniah, and PauI. Spending about
99 percent of his message on a rationalistic
explanation of the content of a biblical text,
this preacher concludes his sermon with lit-
tle or no application to the personel needs
of his congregants. Ouerwhelmed by his in-
tellectual gymnastics, the members belieue
their pastor has exhorted them to the "deep
things of God"-but has he maintained a
biblical balance in his preaching?

IB
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Meanwhile at Second Street Popular
Clwrch "Pastor Entmainer" mevneizes his
audience. At first this extremely talented
preacher draws huge crowds. He usually
preaches lrom a biblical text but subor-
dinates the text to his ideas rather than
subordinatinghis ideas to tl\e text. He floods
his sermons with numerous stories and per-
sonal illustrations. His applications reflect
his ideas rather than the principles of Scrip-
ture. Tlle otlter preachers in town oftenrefer
to his messages as skyscraper sermons-one
stor) after another. Thfs baptized
qtaudec.)illian commands a great following
since most people need serrnons but really
want entertainment. Howeuer, after
repeated trips to the manger without being
fed, some of his sheep begin to look for new
pastures.

ffa here are elements of truth in

I each of the above caricatures.
-I- Preaching should be up-to-date,

speak to the vital issues of the day, ad-
dress people's needs, and have direct ap-
plication. Certainly, the sermon should
not be dull. Yet it must be based on a
solid exegesis of a biblical text. There
should be no dichotomy between exposi-
tion and application. Some preachers are
known for their exegesis and exposition,
while others are known for their contem-
porary application. The biblical preacher
must maintain the balance. Either ex-
treme disqualifies the sermon as the
biblical norm.

All biblical preaching is based upon
the exposition of Scripture. Some
homileticians define exposition in terms
of the length of the passage chosen for
the sermon-an expository sermon is
based on an extended portion of Scrip-
ture, a textual sermon on two or three
verses, and a topical sermon on a subject.
However, biblical exposition is more of
an approach to the Bible rather than a
lengthy series or verse-by-verse com-
ments. The preacher must subject his
ideas to the Word of God rather than
subordinating the \(ord of God to his

F. Gerald Kroll is
director of pastoral
training at Liberty
Baptist CoIIege,
Lynchburg, Virginia. He
holds a D.Min. from'Westminster 

Theological Seminary in
Philadelphia, Pennsylu ania.

ideas. Springboard preaching will never
qualifiy as a legitimate means of biblical
preaching.

Those who deny the inspiration and
authority of the Bible have no problem
preaching personal messages. Unfor-
tunately some Fundamentalists, while
staunchly holding to inerrancy, preach as
if the Bible were not inspired. They may
choose a text, but they fail to exegete the

Spr,n* board
preaching will never
qlr;lify &s o legttimate

meons of biblical
preaching,

text properly, and as a result they preach
their own ideas rather than the Bible.
From introduction to conclusion the
biblical sermon will be controlled bv the
Scriptures.

If the biblical preacher is to preach
what the Bible teaches, rather than his
own ideas, he must thoroughly under-
stand what the Bible teaches on his sub-

. ject or in the passage of his particular text.
Sound exegesis constitutes the first pole
of a biblically balanced sermon.

Exegesis must begin with synthesis or
an understanding of the context of the
passage. The preacher should examine
not only the immediate context of the
chapter but also the broader context of
the entire book, related Scripture, and
ultimately the entire Bible. The preacher
should have a file where he keeps material
on the overview and background ofeach
book of the Bible. A brief review of these
notes will give him the basic theme,
outline, background, and so on. Ifhe has
not completed such a study, he must im-
mediately study the context of the book
in which his text is located. Each book
of the Bible was written as a literary unit
and must be studied as such.

Sound exegesis begins with synthesis
but must go on to analysis. The preacher
must understand what the text is saying
and why it says it. A superficial reading
of the text will not suffice for the man
who is concerned about preaching the

Vord of God. A thorough analysis of the
text will include an understanding of its
Iiterary structure, grammar, words, and
theological setting. If the preacher feels
that his exegetical skills are not sharp
enough, he should consult one of the
many fine texts on exegetical study such
as Toward an Exegetical Theology by'\iilalter 

C. Kaiser, Jr., (Grand Rapids:
Baker).

The other pole of biblical preaching
is application. Exegesis without applica-
tion is merely a pedantic exercise but ap-
plication without exegesis is heresy. Some
carry exegesis to such an extreme and
become so enamored with dissecting the
petals of the flower of their text that they
are not able to put the flower back
together again. Exegesis must be balanced
with application.

Application is not incidental to
preaching; it is crucial. "Where the ap-
plication begins, there the sermon
begins," stated Charles Spurgeon. Ex-
plaining the Scriptures is not enough;
they must be related to the practical areas
of life. This is what John Stott calls the
"fascination of preaching." The preacher
must have specific application in his ser-
mons for three reasons. First, most peo-
ple lack the ability and, frequently, the
will to apply the teachings of Scripture.
Second, should the preacher challenge
his people to some biblical action and
then fail to show them how to meet that
challenge, they will become frustrated

Fro* introduction to
conclwion the biblical

sermon will be
controlled by the

Scriptures.

and experience unnecessary guilt. For in-
stance, congregations are challenged to
have a devotional life or become effective
witnesses. Balanced preaching shows how
to have a vibrant devotional life and how
to lead a soul to Christ. Third, truth
must be translated into life. The truth of
the Word of God must become real in
the hearer's experience.

t oMAY 1984
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Perhaps the most difficult part of
preaching is the preparation of specific ap-
plications. Often, the preacher feels that
when he has exegeted the passage of
Scripture, outlined it around a central
theme, and illustrated the main points for
proper clarity, he has prepared a biblical
sermon. However, unless the sermon has
a specific application to that particular au-
dience. it is not a biblical sermon.

E*rrrsis mrut be
bolonced with

opplicotion.

Applications are generally omitted
from sermons for three reasons. First. tell-
ing the "what" is easier than telling the
"why" and "how." Secondly, due to time
limitations of the average sermon the ap-
plication may be an appendage given
with little thought or emphasis. Lastly,
specific application is hard work. Vith all
the demands upon the preacher's time,
there is frequently little or no time for the
arduous work of preparing specific ap-
plications. There is also the temptation
to think that application is simple and
therefore can be given spontaneously dur-
ing delivery. However, direct application
to specific lives takes time and thought.

To apply the principles of Scripture
to his audience, the preacher must know
his audience. What is its demographic
makeup? Vhat are the specific needs,
beliefs, attitudes, wants, of each group?

He must ask the question, "ls the
writer applying a biblical truth or princi-
ple in the passage?" For example, in
I Corinthians 10'22-33, Paul applies the
principle of limitation of Christian liberty
to the eating of meat offered to an idol.'We 

do not face that cultural problem, so
the preacher should not simply repeat
Paul's application, but he should apply
this principle to today's cultural prob-
lems. With proper audience analysis the
preacher should be able to tailor specific
examples and direct applications to the
congregation. However, the principles of
Scripture are binding, not the preacher's
application. Thus, several suggestions
should be given to avoid making the ap-
plication binding upon the audience.

20

One reason many preachers fail to
provide specific applications is that they
do not tap available resources. The
preacher's own experience can provide a
wealth of direct application of his strug-
gles as a young Christian, a newlywed,
a young father, or a factory worker. All
the lessons on Christian living that God
has taught the preacher can be very ef-
fective "how to" for his people. Paul wrote
to the Corinthian believers about the
God of all comfort, "Who comforteth us
in all our tribulation, that we may be able
to comfort them which are in any trou-
ble, by the comfort wherewith we
ourselves are comforted of God" (2 Cor.
1:4). Every practical lesson God teaches
His preacher is a potential specific ap-
plication for his flock.

In addition to his own experience, the
preacher can consult his wife, church
leaders, and special groups for specific ex-
amples of how to relate biblical principles
to life.

Application should normally follow
each major division of the sermon.
However, there may be times when a
compact application at the end of the ser-
mon may have greater impact than a con-
tinuous application in each major divi-
sion. \Therever it is placed, the applica-
tion is essential to the biblical sermon.

This balance between exposition and
application was always maintained in
New Testament preaching. The first
preaching on the Resurrection is Jesus'
own exposition of the Old Testament to
the disciples on the road to Emmaus. Yet
Jesus' preaching was always practical. He
touched the lives of the common people
as He applied His teaching by earthly il-
lustrations. He never preached in the
abstract but gave specific examples and
exact instructions on how to carry out
the principles of His teachings. "The
Lord's Prayer" was given as a model of
how to pray. Peter's serrnon on Pentecost
and his temple sermon are both ex-
pository. Yet Peter directly applies the
prophecy of Joel to his audience.
Stephen's Sanhedrin sermon was an ex-
position of Old Testament history, yet he
directly related the whole course of
redemptive history to his audience. Most
of Paul's preaching was expository, but
he frequently gave practical applications
of Scripture to his audienees. Paul even
makes two direct statements that Scrip-
ture was written to be applied not only
to its original hearers but also to those

who read it or hear it preached in every
generation. After quoting the law on
muzzling the ox, Paul asks rhetorically,
"Or saith he it altogether for our sakes?
For our sakes, no doubt, this is written:
that he that ploweth should plow in
hope" (1 Cor. 9:10). In I Corinthians
10: l1 Paul states that the Old Testament
was "written for our admonition." Paul
makes it quite evident that the Bible is
not a dead book that has no relevance
for our day, but it is alive and its exposi-
tion needs to be applied to every
generation.

Today's preacher needs to follow the
New Testament example and maintain a
balance between exposition and applica-
tion. Just as leaving one ingredient out
of a recipe can destroy a cake, so the ex-
clusion of either exposition or application
destrovs a biblical sermon. 

'!7e 
must

return to these fundamentals of biblical
preachins. D
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he coronation was unexpected,
but Christianity Today had
bestowed on me the hiehest

award that can be given to anyone in the
church age-short of sainthood which is
usually handed out posthumously. I had
been called a "Christian leader."

Vhat does the label "Christian
leader" mean? It could mean more speak-
ing engagements at local churches, where
my picture would run in the church
bulletin and local newspaper. People
might expect more from me than I am
able to give. It could mean appearances
on Christian talk shows, during which I
would confirm, by my manner and by
saying all the right "God-words," that my
new label had not been misapplied. It
would certainly give me the right to start
putting Scripture references under my
signed name in books I have written. I
would surely sign more Bibles, which I
find a curious practice since I didn't write
that Book.

Cal Thomas is a
joumalist and fr ee-Iance
writer in Lynchburg,
Virginia. His latest book
is Book Burning.

In a very real sense there is no such
thing as a "Christian leader." There are
only Christian followers. I am a follower
(and a poor one at that) of my Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ. As I write these
lines I wonder whether I am indulging in

((ILmilityis 
so

lisht o groce that once
you think you hove it,

\ou heue lost it."

the very pride I seek to dissuade over be-
ing dubbed a "Christian leader." A friend
of mine once said that humility is so light
a grace that once you think you have it,
you have lost it.

Could it be that we have everything
reversed? God said that His strength is
made perfect in weakness, and Paul said,
"When I am weak, then am I strong"
(2 Cor.  l2 :10) .

ln a church I once attended, ther6 was
a man of ffemendous faith. His wife is an

by CaI Thomas

alcoholic. His daughter has psychological
problems. He was often poor in health.
Yet, week after week, he never com-
plained. He always smiled and asked me
how I was doing. He faithfully brought
to church a young blind man who had
no transportation. He always sat with this
blind man, helping him sing the hymns
by saying the words into his ear. My
friend recently died of cancer. That man
was a "Christian leader" if ever there was
one.

Strength is often equated with bigness
in the "Christian leadership" mentality.
When was the last time a pastor of a small
church was interviewed on television?
Have books by a small church pastor ever
been promoted by \7ord, Zondervan, or
Revell? Do they publish them in the first
place? Are small church pastors ever asked
to speak at conferences and retreats?'We 

are proud of the fact that there are
millions of Americans (perhaps more
than half the countrv) who claim to be
born again. That is more an indictment
than something to brag about. If there
are so many professing Christians, why
is the nation in such a moral slump? Un-
fortunately, we have a nursery full of
spiritual babies who have not grown up
on the meat of discipleship.

FUNDAMENTALIST JOURNAI22



I

While I am gratefi.rl rhat Christianiry
Today has found something that I have
said worthy enough to list me as a "Chris-
tian leader," I know myself and my im-
perfections. And I feel cerrain thar rhe
others listed in the group would probably
say they are not leaders either, We are
only followers, only pointers to Jesus
Christ. The more we know Him, the
more we realize how far we are from Him.
The more we see Him, the more we
realize we can do nothing without Him.
How much can we do without Jesus
Christ? Nothingl Nothingl! (John 15).

For all of us on that list must
remember that in the midst of our
bigness, in the midst of our growing
reputations as "Christian leaders," in the
midst of our upwardly mobile lifestyles,
in the midst of our nice cars. fancv
clothes, influential friends, and large book
royalties, we had better keep in mind rhat
without our Leader, we can do nothing.

He doesn't need us. He doesn't need
anybody. He can accomplish His pur-
poses without a single big-name preacher,
television program, book, or record. He
has chosen to use us, but we are not

T
Lf there ore so mony
professi ng Chri.sf ions,
why is the notion in
such o morel slump?

essential to the accomplishment of His
will. If we become puffed up, full of pride,
and believe that without us God can do
nothing, He will remove His hand of
blessing just as surely as He did in Israel
when He left their midst as they chased
after and worshiped false gods.

Pride goeth before the fall. Do we
think that we can bless pride and think
more highly of ourselves by loading up
our vocabulary with God-words? God is
not fooled. He sees the heart and He sees
the intent of this essay, which is meant
to be a catharsis but which I may have
written just to confirm my "Christian
leadership" status in the eyes of the
reader. I hope not. I want to take the
place at the end of the table so that if the
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Master counts me worthy He will invite
me up to the front. I do not want to oc-
cupy the seat of honor at the head and
be asked to move to the end when some-
one more worthy than I comes to supper.

I once heard Charles Stanley, pastor
of First Baptist Church in Atlanta,

h *, become puffed
up, He will remoue
His han d of blessing.

Georgia, ask the question, "What is the
objective of your life?" He went through
a number of possible answers before
reaching what should be the objective of
every Christian on earth: To glorify God
in everything we do.

I am sometimes amused by those who
tell me what they intend to say to God
when they stand before Him. I know
what I'll say when I stand before
H im.  .  .  no th ing .  I  w i l l  be  ove r -
whelmed by His love, His awesomeness,
His power, His grace, and His presence.
How can I possibly say anything before
He speaks to me? And what is it that I
hope He will say to me? Vhat words do
I long to hear, ache to hear, more than
any others? "Well done, good and faithful
servant. "

God, please don't let me become a
"Christian leader." Help me, instead, to
become a better follower of Jesus Christ.
If obscurity is the best way ro reach that
goal, let me be obscure and never write
another essay or another book, never ap-
pear on another Christian radio station
or television talk show, never be asked
to pray publicly in church again. If You
can glorifu Yourself by causing something
I say or write to be praised, so be it. I am
Yours to do with as You will. D

Horvdoes
your church'stack 

ap?
To build a church you
need the right building
blocks. Jesus Christ,

the chief cornerstone. God's Word, the solid founda-
tion. And another vital buildins block-a strons
Sunday School.
Build your church by building your Sunday School-
with Scripture hress All-Bible Curriculum. See this
outstanding curriculum for yourself. Send today for
your FREE Curriculum Evaluation Kits.

hess htbllcatfus, hrc, 4P 1 82s coLrEGE AVE wHEAroN, rL 60 1 87

n I  am a Pastor  !  CE Director  n SS Supt,
Please send me a sampl ing of
Sunday School  curr iculum mater ia ls.

! I am a Sunday School teacher,
Dept.  Please send me

sample curriculum materials for this
department.
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b'r Bob LarsonII
Clergy Burnout Eugenics Teachers

Psychologists call clergy burnout "the
disease of the overcommitted." One in
five parish pastors suffers from it and
they are usually the most dedicated
leaders of the flock. Too many layper-
sons see only the Sunday sermon, not
the 80-hour work week, the constant
contact with suffering and bereaved in-
dividuals, and intensive study for fresh
sermon material to compete with televi-
sion. Before your pastor burns out,
here's some advice. Don't treat his home
like a counseling center. Don't expect his
wife and children to serve as volunteer
staff. Make sure he gets regular exercise,
and suggest he have an occasional sab-
batical away from church affairs. Pay
him enough and make sure he has a suf-
ficient staff to help out. Be carefirl of
your criticisms and don't expect him to
speak or be present at every single
church activity. If you don't want your
pastor-to burn out, pray for him like he
prays Ior you.

Eugenics is a scientific-sounding
word, but its intent is far less noble.
Francis Galton. a cousin of Charles
Darwin, came up with the idea because
he believed that society should eradicate
ali those citizens with bodily defects.
Eugenics involves the systematic elimina-
tion of all undesirable characteristics in
a particular race or country. The idea
gained hold in the United States during
the thirties, and thousands of people
with so-called inferior traits were steril.
ized. However, after Americans saw how
Hitler used the theory of eugenics to
slaughter millions of Jews, the zeal for
such ideas rapidly diminished. Today,
some abortion advocates are reviving the
eugenics concept as a rationale for
destroying the unborn. If we make such
decisions now, what is to prevent the
state from someday declaring that Chris-
tian beliefs are also unfit for the welfare
of society?

Teachers are supposed to l ive
exemplary lives before their students.
Nearly everyone can look back on his
school days and remember a particular
teacher who strongly influenced his life.
Teachers have a serious responsibility to
carefully guide the values of those who
look to them for wisdom. That's why it
pleases me to know that an Ohio school
board fired an elementary school-
teacher. She had agreed to pose nude for
a pornographic magazine.  Board
members felt the indiscretion com-
promised her role as a guide of moral
values. Other school officials should do
the same. Teachers who use drugs, have
live-in lovers, or flaunt their immoral-
ity, don't belong in the profession. Vhat
they do personally does have a bearing
on their effectiveness in the classroom.
Their job is to teach the three R's-and
that doesn't mean reading, writing, and
risquel

O Bob Larson Ministries
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was actually relieved. Mv de- ttf ^ 7 t ^ 7 bitterness when she refused to
sires had ,Longrd so dristicnlly Lr0fr rcfl US respond to my letters an'd seemed

t ^ ^ -l unwilling to make an et'fort at recon-
rc figt ciliation. Now Jonet was asking me ta
^^:-^- l  -1 , ,  forgiae her.  In thnt  sscret l
nilmgflo fttnn€it, the Holv Spirit chsnsed

rien and I rnere married on May 8,
1971 . We roere both Christians with
successful careers snd seemed to haae
etserything going for us, But as I

selfishly turned my attention ta the things of the
world, our relationship began to deteriorate.
When Brian's Nsusl iob took him ooersens, I

that I had begun to doubt not only my
loue for Brian, but my loue for God.

"Brisn's six-month tour of rluty
stretched into n three-vear sezarfi-
tion that ended in diporce. Finally t'ree to lioe t'or
myself , I filled my life with eoerything from
nightclubs to tropical cruises snd tried to push
eoery thought of Brinn anrl Cod out of my mind.
My restless search ultimately led me to Hnwaii,
where my emptiness snrl loneliness resched their
peak.I decided to mooe back home to be with my
parents,

"One night I wss invited to attend n retsioal
crusacle in the church where Brian sndl had been
married. God's Spirit melted my hnrd heart and
I found myself brokenly yielding control of my life
to God. Litt le did I bnow thnt Brinn had nlso
returned home nnd wns in a prayer room just

acrlss the hall. I soon reslized that I needed to ask
Brinn to f orgi'te me for the hurt thst I had cnused
in our marringe."
"f was nstonished when Jnnet asked to talk to
1 me. I wsnted God's best for our lirses, but

seeing Janet t'or the first time in two years made
me feel unessy. In the past, I hsd wrestled toith

ion. Now Jonet was asking me to

forgiae her. In thnt sscredremamefl. moment, the Holy Spirit changed
both our hearts and reuealed sttitudes in both of
us thnt had caused our marriage to fail. As we
knelt and prayed together, we agreed that it could
neuer hape been God's will for us to be diporced.
On July 7, 1975, Janet snd I were ot'f icially
remsrried. We praise God for the new lope and
commitment He has gioen us for each other and
for Him. God's reaiuing pouter is continuing to
transform our liues and our home f or His glory!"

Today, Brian and ]anet are serving God
together at a smal l  church he is pastor ing in

the northeast.  We have changed their  names.
"Wilt Thou not reuiae us again, that Thy

people mf,y rejoice in Thee?" Ps. 85:6).

Life Action Ministries
Li fe Act ion Minist r ies is  commit ted to seeking Cod for  genuine revival .  I ts  pr imary outreaches include local  church crusades,

mul t i - image product ions such as "America You're T 'oo Young to Die,"  and "Spir i t  of  Revival , "  a b i -monthly magazine.
For a f ree subscr ipt ion to"spir i t  of  Revival"  or  informat ion on Li fe Act ion cal l  to l l - f ree 1-800-321-1538 (Michigan,  Al . rska,  and Hawai i  residents

cal lT-676-684-s9os) dur ing business hours (9:00 AM-5:00 PM ESI Monday-Fr id.ry)  or  wr i te L i fe Act ion Minist r ies,  Buchanan, Michig.rn 49107
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Good morning, Pastor. This is Evangelist Smith caII-
ing. We need to discuss some of the details of the upcom-
ing reviual . . .uh, well, the reoLival we scheduled to begin
Sundny, the 25tl't. That's right. I'II be glad to send you
a picture for the newspaper . . . pardon me| Yes,I realize
newspaper ads are expensive. Do you have anotlrcr sug-
gestion for promotion? How about radio?. . . Oh, I under-
stand. Speaktng of finances, we should discr.rss whnt tlpe
of retmbursement you're considering. I know you under-
stand how dependent we evangelists are on the support
of local churches...I see. WeIL,I'II tn+st the Lord that
the \X/omen's Mlsslonary Fellowship offering at tl^teir
T'hursday moming breakfat wiII be sufficient. Now, about
accommodrttions. I understand you have d new Days Inn
tfut would be very . . .Tlv Bakers? Yes,I remember the
Bakers. I stayed with them last year....You're right.
Besides, my camper is in the shop. One more thing-I
want to really be in prayer and preparation throughout
tht: week. I don't recall thnt the Bakers hac.)e a pktce whzre
I can get alone with God. . .Um. . .I suppose the youth
retTedt on Mt. Blair wouldn't be too time consum-
ing . . . PardonT Hospital visitation/ . . .\X/eII, I'm not sure
about fttting th.at in, str. Anlway,I believe this cnt"sad.e
wiII have d gredt impa"il on Jour city. Why, with other
etangelists conducting cntsades just like ours, this coun-
try will soon experience real reviual!

Based on the findings of the Fundamentalist J<turnal survey,
this fictional account mav be all too painfullv close to the truth.

ocal churches and the u'ork ofthe Lord in general need
the ministry of pastors, evangelists, and musicians.
Pastors lead the flock through preaching and teaching

on a regular basis. The itinerant evangelist comes to revive and
stir the flock to action. And musicians prepare the heart for
a message from the Lord.

Each complements the other. At least that is the way it
should be. The Fundamentnlist Journal recently conducted a
survey of pastors, evangelists, and musicians or musical groups
to see just what these groups think ofeach other. The purpose
was to general ly determine the extent of special mcetings that
are held in the local church, how often such mcctings wcre hcld,
the average length of mcetings, and so forth.

The objective demographics for each group surveyed are
below. Of the 730 peoplc who received thc poll, ovcr j0 per-
cent returned their forms. National pollsters are happy with a
10 percent mail  response for simple, objective questions. Yet,
our survey included a subjective opinior-r qucstion that rc-
ceivcd great response.

Nearly everyone who returned the survey form answcred the
subjective port ion. The hrgh rate of return, couplcd with the
time factor required to complete the survey, strongly indicates
thcsc people have something important they want to com-
municate to each other.

'lile 
have already had requests for copies of the survcy rcsultt

and letters of thanks for taking t ime to conduct such a survey.

Ted E. Derrick is a contributinp writcr to
Fundamentalist Journal.

Number in
Group

385
148
197

730

Number of
Respondents

'130

53
39

222

Percentage of
Group

Responding
33 .8
35 .8
19 .8

30.4 (Avs. )

Overoll Survsg Dcmogrophics
Survey Group

Pastors
Evangelists
Musicians/
Musical
Groups
TOTAL
Note: Percentage totals greater than 100 are due to duplicate answers. Percent-
age totals less than 1OO are due to incomplete answers.
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Cvongelists Surveg
1. How many meetings do you have

each year? e,
1A-25: 21o/o 26-50: 53%
51-75: 10% 76-1OQ: 2o/o
'lQ1-125: 7o/o 126-1 5Q: 0o/o
1 51 *:  7o/o

2. What types of meetings do you conduct?
revival: 7570 evangelistic: 72%
seminar: 21% pulpit-fil l: 34%
other: 2570

3. What part of the country do you
pdmarily travel in?

NE:  21% SE:  28% MW: 19%
NC: 2% SW: 970 NW: 0%
W: 11% entire country: 43o/o

4. What is your usual means of travel?
atr: 42o/o car: 51o/o
van, motor home, travel trailer: 30%

5. How are you normally reimbursed?
ffat gift; 13% love offering: 100o/o
expenses: 9%
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Musicions/Musicol Groups Survey
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Postors Surveg WW
1. How many times per year do you have an evangelist WW

WW
WWww
WW
WW
WWwwwwwwwwww

speak at your church?
1-2:75o/o 3-5: 2oo/o 6-8: 3% 9*: 2o/o

2. How many times per year do you have a musician
or musical team minister at your church?

1-2: 51o/o 3-5: 42o/o 6-8: 4o/o 9*: 37o

3. What types of meetings do speakers come for?
revival: 757o seminar: 42%
evangelistic: 640/o pulpit-fill: 59% other: 14%

4. What is the average length for a series of meetings?
1 day 2o/o 2-3 days: 18% 4-6 days: 56%
7* days:24%

5. How do you handle your speaker's expenses?
flat gift: 34% love otfering: 8'l% expenses: 18%

6. Are your special meetings:
Sun. - Wed. (or Wed. - Sun.): 62%'l night: 20% weekend: 23% 1 week: 13%

7. How, if any, has this changed in the last 10 years?

1. How many meetings do you have each year?
1-10:  10% 11-25:  18o/o  26-50:  30%
51-75: 10o/o 76-1OO: 5% 1Q1-125: 2o/o
126-150: 2o/o 151*: 23o/o

2. What types of meetings do you conduct?
revival: 10% evangelistic: 44%
seminar: 21% pulpit-fil l: 287o concert: 5970

3. What part of the country do you primarily travel in?
NE:  33% SE:  31% MW: 28% NC:  0%
SW: 10% NW: 5% W:  10%
entire country: 260/o

4. What is your usual means of travel?
air: 13o/o car: 15%
van, motor home, travel trailer: 797o

5. How are you normally reimbursed?
flat gift: 23% love offering: 92%
expenses:3%

6. Where do you usually stay?
motel/hotel: 23% home: 77o/o

7. lf you could choose where to stay,
what would be your preference?

motel/hotel: 29% home: 71%

8. What is the longest you have had
to be away from your family?

few days: 4% 'l-2 wks: 3370
2-3 wks: 29% .4-6 wks: 19%
7-8 wks: 6% 9* wks: 9%

9. What is the usual length of time you
are away from your family?

few days: 62% 'l-2 wks: 32o/o
2-3 wks: 6% 4-6 wks: 0%
7-8 wks: 0% 9* wks: 0%
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lf you could choose where to stay, what would be your preference?

motel/hotel: 76% home: 9% motor home, travel trailer: 15%

What is the tongest you have had to be away from your family?
few days: 07o 1-2 wks: 19% 2-3 wks: 32%
4-6 wks: 21% 7-B wks: 11% 9* wks: 17%

What is the usual length of time you are away from your family?
few days: 19% 1-2 wks:53% 2-3 wks: 14%
4-6 wks: 10% 7-8 wks: 2o/o 9* wks: 27o

I
I Then came the last questionr "If you could anonymously give advice to the

f, pastor, evangelist, and musician, what three things would you tell theml" Thefi pasto., evangelist, and musician, what three things would you tell theml" The

I pastors liked this one! But so did the evangelists and musicians. There were ac-
! rually 63 pieces of "anonymous advice" being exchanged. The 10 most frequently! rually 63 pieces of "anonymous advice" being exchanged. The 10 most frequently

! listed items from each group follow.
n ...-

\0hat would vou like to sav to each otherl

KWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWW

I

7 .

8 .

9 .

I 
wnar woulcr you IlKe ro say ro eacn orner:

3 From postors to ovongclists/musicions
I  

r  r v l r

E 1. Discuss expenses before meetings

I 2. Preach the \Uord

I 3. The pastor is in charge

D 4. Don't preach such lengthy sermons

U 5. Stay within the regular time schedule for services

* 6. Support the pastor and his programs

ffi 7. Get into your message,/music without discussing personal problems

X, 8. Don't talk so much between songs

tr 9. Put the spotlight on the Lord, not on yourself

S 10. Recognize the importance of the local church
I
E From evongelists to postors
s '
H 1. Prepare for the meetings thoroughly (prayer, advertisements, etc.)

fi Z. Don't take expenses out of the love offering; meet our financial needs

fi 3. Give time for rest and study; not constant activities

* 4. Don't apologize for taking a love offering

E 5. Accommodations should be clean, quiet, and comfortable
ffi 6. Be honest and open

il 7. Encourage congrigation to be actively involved (inviting guests)

n 8. Consider supporting monthly (like a home missions project)

n 9. Don't overuse us for visitation, hospital calls, etc.

n 10. Don't cancel the meeting at the last minute
g

m From musicions,/musicol groups to postors
ffi 1. Prepare for the meetings thoroughly (prayer, advertisements, etc.)
m 2. Maintain good communications
$ 3. Meet our financial needs

ffi 4. Give positive advice and encouragement

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
WWWffiWWffi
WffiWWWffiffi
WWWWWWW
WWWWWWW

Survey 0nolysis
Ve talk about revival, evangelization,

and turning America around, while those
who can most readily effect change are
at odds with one another. The evangelists
and musicians are crying out for
understanding and an adequate standard
of living. The pastors are saying the
itinerants do not understand the local
church and its problems. They add salt
to the wound by saying, "Many
evangelists are overpaid and overrated,"
or "have films instead of special speakers,"
or "have stopped using evangelists due to
their arrogance and unreasonable
demands."

As James says, "My brethren, these
things ought not so to be" flames 3:10).
The problems and frustrations need to be
addressed. But to say one thing and mean
another is hazardous to the health of
world evangelization.

Hopefully this survey will launch a
better understanding of how pastors,
evangelists, and musicians feel about one
another. It is not meant to single out one
group for reproof. \7e hope it is "a word
fitly spoken" (Prov. 25:11), But whatever
reaction it receives, the fact still remains
that we are fooling ourselves if we think
revival will come to America unless those
who are most involved in the revival pro-
cess learn to get along with one another
through communication and a spirit of
cooperation. U
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The new
Rodgers
Pipe Augmented
Organ
installed in
Thomas Road
Baptist Church
Lynchburg,
Virginia

CLOUDNINE.
ITSI,VITHINYOUR
hlil;:iliill"" REACH.
thinkingaboutapipe f f i
organ for your
church, Rodgers
introduces a new
series of instruments
vou mu st see and henr
f r r

betore you buy any
organ.
The Classic Series with Pipes: A standard and down-to-earth series of
comprehensive instruments offering nine ranks of traditional pipes...with
judicious electronic supplementation...to provide an authentic-sounding
organ at a frnction of the cost for an all-pipe instrument.
Some of the world's most demanding religious leaders and church
musicians have called this Classic Series with Pipes from Rodgers a
milestone in sacred music.

For more information please write:
MARKETING SERVICES
RODGERS ORGAN COMPANY
13OO N.E. 25th AVENUE
HILLSBORO, OREGON 97123

RO'rERS
URGAN LOMPAT{Y

Don't give up your dream for an organ with el pipes too soon.
A member of CBS Musical Instruments, a Division of CBS Inc., New York
Convention Organ: Compliments of Rodgers Organ Company





'-f'ne evange'st s lmpact on tne

I public mind has been a unique
L phenomenon in the annals of

American history. As a point of illustra-
tion, Nathan Cole, a Connecticut
farmer, recorded the stirrings of God
upon his soul when he simply heard
reports that the English deacon George
\Uhitefield would be preaching nearby.
He records: "I dropt my tool that I had
in my hand and ran home to my wife tell-
ing her to make ready quickly to go and
hear Mr. Whitefield preach at Mid-
dletown, then run to my pastuie for my
horse with all my might; fearing that I
should be too late."

The itinerant evangelist emerged dur-
ing the Fi rs t  Great  Awakening
(1726-1760) with George \ilhitefield,
Gilbert Tennent, Jonathan Edwards, and
Shubal Stearns among numerous others.
Subsequently, the story of religion in
America has been touched by such gifted
men as Asahel  Net t le ton,  James
McGready, and Barton Stone in the Sec-
ond Great Awakening (1787-1815); the
numerous evangelists of the Finney era
(1824-1840), Charles Finney having a
unique starure among evangelists-being
the first professional in the field; and the
era that is usually designated as that of
the Creat Evangelists (1880-1920). The
dominance of the evangelist over the
popular religious mind can readily be
seen in the ministries of Dwight L.
Moody, Billy Sunday, Sam Jones, R.A.
Torrey, Cypsy Smith, and Mordecai
Ham.

Though the ranks of such men have
not faded entirely, they have certainly
been depleted since the era of the Great
Depression and the Second !ilorld War.
In turn-of-the-century religious period-
icals, listing the names and schedules
of evangelists required several pages of
fine print. Today such itineraries,
iflisted at all, generally take only a single
column. Where has the gifted evangelist
gone? \ilhy do so few enter a ministry of
itinerant evangelism? Of those who do,

John D. Hannah is
. department chairman and

professor of historical
theologl at DaIIas
Theological Seminary,
Dallas, Texas, where he

receiqted his Th.D.

why is the dropout rate so high? \(/hy has
the stream been reduced to such a slow
trickle?

The decline in the number of travel-
ing evangelists can be attributed to dif-
ficulties relating both to evangelists and
to churches. First, if not foremost, is the
problem of finances. This is particularly
significant for an emerging evangelist who
does not have an established reputation.
Getting started in any profession is not
easy but embarking on a ministry of
evangelism is even more difficult. The
beginning evangelist is often without

hurches
rnust reoliZe

their
oblisation ta

evangelists.

the polish of maturity. Additionally,
churches do not perceive the evangelist's
ministry as a priority. They often ap-
proach an evangelist with, "lf you are in
the area, we would . . . I' They seem to
forget that evangelists have travel ex-
penses and the same basic needs for main-
taining their homes and providing for
their families as any member of tlte con-
gregation. Many godly and gifted young
preachers of the gospel become cliscour-
aged when they cannot meet their finan-
cial responsibilities. They earnestly want
to serve their Lord and would gladly
sacrifice for that privilege, but seeing their
families suffer is another matter.

Second, the rigors of travel and
separation from one another brings ten.
sion to the evangelist and his family.
Though the young bride rnight travel
with her husband, the mother of small
children finds it impossible. Extended
travel cuts into the time required for the
evangelist to be a faithful father and a
compassionate husband. Yet to keep ex-
penses to a minimum, he links engage-
ments together, and this keeps him on
the road for weeks at a time.

\ilhile wives are often perceived as the
ones who cannot bear extended times of

absence from their mates, loneliness is not
exclusive to them. Many men, deeply
sensitive to their families' needs, have a
difficult time being away, particularly
after the glamour settles into routine. As
the children mature, the problems inten-
sifu. Some evangelists think there is no
place for these feelings in the life of one
called to this ministry. They suffer from
self-imposed guilt.

Third is the problem of physical and
spiritual burnout. Success in any chosen
field req:rires devotion and long,
strenuous hours oflabor, and this is cer-
tainly tnre of the evangelist. However, the
evangelist has some unusual additional
tensions. For example, being treated to
more food than he really needs, par-
ticularly sweets, can lead to the problem
of being overweight. Exercising self-
control is complicated by the fact that
people think the amount a guest eats
re{lects his level ofappreciation. Further,
he has little opporornity for exercise, and
one of the few outlets to relieve tension
and relax is to eatl

Finding free time to relax, reflect, and
recuperate from the emotional grind and
depletion of energy can be difficult. Often
the evangelist counsels late in the eve-
nings and rises early to speak at a morn-
ing meeting. An entire week can go by
before he has a moment to gather his per-
sonal thoughts. This leads to fatigue and
a steady decline of effectiveness.

Spiritual burnout is no more or less
serious than physical burnout, but it
receives more publicity, Both areas
necessitate watchful care. If the evangelist
is not overcome by the lurking dangers
emanating from financial and physical
pressures, he may encounter difficulties
in the area of moral temptation. Sinclair
Lewis's parody on the evangelist has so
often proven to be true that the title
character of his book Elmer Gantry has
become an adjective. The loneliness of
travel, the rekindling of distant friend-
ships, and the celebrity status, often lead
to taking unwarranted liberties that ter-
minate in disgrace.

As already noted, not only are there
problems relating to the evangelist himself
but there are also problems relating to the
churches and the tensions they ex-
perience. Some churches do not see the
necessity of providing an adequate
honorarium to sustain a man with
family and business expenses. To say to

";'&' 
' .{

ix&
FUNDAMENTALIST JOURNAI



T

an evangelist, "If you are in the area,"
often indicates the real priority of a
church relative to the importance of the
ministry of the evangelist. Generally, if
a church is not willing ro pay an
evangel is t 's  expenses,  p lus an
honorarium, the church should examine
its reasons for inviting him. Busi-
nesses would not operate the way some
churches do. Scripture teaches that a
laborer is worthy of his hire. Churches
must realize their obligation to the wor-
thy efforts of gifted, sacrificing evangelists.

A church often has problems main.
taining nightly attendance for extended
meetings. A general rule of thumb is that
one-half the number attending the Sun.
day morning service will come out for the
evening service, but only one-quarter will
attend wee<night services. Frankly, the
Christian family is often not willing to
reschedule or cancel routine business and
social engagements to accommodate the
once-a-year week of meetings. While
there are legitimate cultural and family
pressures, church members must be will-
ing to set this important week of services
as a priority on their calendars.

Further, if the Lord's people are not
vitally concerned to cultivate friendships
with unbelievers and invite them to hear
one who is uniquely gifted and em-
powered ro explain the gospel, how are
they to accomplish their task in the world
(Mat t .  5 :13-16X Nothing is  more
discouraging to an evangelist than the
perception that a church thinks he is
called to solve its lack of evangelistic
outreach. The church and the evangelist
must perceive themselves as partners in
the task; the evangelist aids the church
in accomplishing its divine purpose.

However, in defense of what may be
interpreted as timidity and lack of com-
mitment on the part of a church toward
the ministry of an evangelist, is the fact
that some evangelists hare not conducted
themselves with wisdom. For example,
churches often receive letters from
evangelists offering their services simply
with a "Here I Am" approach. Churches
can be understandably hesitant to invite
a man without a proven track record or
significant references. Before inviting an
unknown evangelist, a church should re-
quest personal references and a list of
churches where a man has previously
labored, or inquire about him at his
school, home, church, and so forth.

Associated with the "Here I Am" ap-
proach is the behavior that some
evangelists have displayed toward the
churches. Too frequently there is not an
evidence of an attitude of servanthood
towurd the churches. Instead of viewing
themselves as coworkers in the ministry
with the church, they may appear to
usurp authority and make unusual
demands on the churches. Many pastors
can look back with regret at having relin-
quished the pulpit to an evangelist. The
evangelist must remember that he func-
tions to build up the church by working

Thr rh"*h
and the

evangelist
must perceive

themselves
as partners.

with aird through it. Evangelists must be
servants unto the churches with a spirit
of encouraging the pastor and members.
He comes to serve the church by
preaching the eternal gospel to those who
do not know it. but he should also have
a strengthening, sanctifi/ing ministry to
believers.

What should be done about these
problems? First, churches must be will-
ing to make the necessary financial com-
mitment to an evangelist. For some
churcl-.es, adequate remuneration is not
a sacrifice; for others it will be. If the
church feels that an evangelist is a prior-
ity in its efforts to fulfill the Great Com-
mission, the annual budget of the church
should include an allotment for this type
of special meeting. For example, a church
might want to determine the average
weekly salary of its official board members
and pay the evangelist accordingly, plus
travel expenses. Ifa single church cannot
afford to adequately reimburse an
evangelist, perhaps rwo or three churches
could share in his services. Second,
churches should be careful not to over-
burden the evangelist. Give him free time
so that he can recuperate. Be certain his
accommodations assure some privacv, Let

him take some meals alone. Be sure that
he is not "stuffed" three times a day. Talk
to him about his home and family. Let
him call home several times on church
expense. This will lift his spirits and help
his family as well. While he is with you,
send his wife flowers to let her know how
much you appreciate her sacrifice.
Members need to become involved by
supporting the annual coming of an
evangelist by building relationships with
those who have little or strained interest
in spiritual matters, so they would feel
comfortable in accepting an invitation to
hear a guest speaker.

The evangelist can help himself by
building a godly reputation. He should
consider forming an organization, rather
than simply being a private, independent
evangelist. ldeally, the organization
should be under the direction of his
home church and have an official board.
The evangelist would be hired by the
organization. All honorariums would be
given to the organization and the board
would set the salary for the evangelist and
necessary secretarial help. The evangelist
would be accountable to the organization
and be assured of some degree of finan-
cial stability, since money would come
from two sources-regular salary and
honorariums. This would also make all
contributions tax deductible and those
interested in his ministry could support
him through the organization. The board
would guide, protect, perpetuate, and
provide a source of demonstrable
reputability for the organization and the
evangelist. In addition, the evangelist
must be sensitive to his responsibilities as
a husband and father and be carefirl not
to neglect his personal needs. He must
protect the sanctity of his walk before
God and his family.

Yes, there are fewer evangelists today
than in years gone by. And yes, it is dif.
ficult to be an evangelist in today's world,
and churches often have good reason to
be hesitant about the ministry of the
traveling evangelist. However, the
knowledge of unique tensions, past ex-
ploitation, and hidden dangers must not
dissuade men from answering God's call
to be evangelists but, instead, call them
to serious introspection, prayer, and plan-
ning. The need for strong, clear preachers
is an urgent one and calls for actionl
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other's Day is very special in American life, a time
set aside to honor our mothers and the mothers of
our children. As we do we acknowledge their role

as the heart of our families and reinforce our families as the cor-
nerstone of our society.

In our families. and often from our mothers. we first learn
about values and caring and the difference between right and
wrong. Those of us blessed with loving families draw our con-

* fidence from them and the snength we need to face the world.
#,J, 

itr We also first learn at home, and again, often from our
mothers, about the God who will guide us through life.

edd* The mothers we honor, young or not so young, partners or
,' alone, well-to-do or sometimes agonizingly poor, are as diverse
- ' '* -xs 

our varied population. But they share a commitment to firture
'*.]-'Bbnerations and a yearning to improve the world their children

. lvill inherit. They shape the America we know today and are
:-.* moldifig the character of our country tomorrow.' 

:" Sinie men seem to have written most of our history books,' 
. 
': o, the'iole of women and mothers in our communities and families

.;"":i: h"t ilt always been given its due. But the truth is the wild west

".""'"could never have been tamed, the vast prairies never plowed,
^ -. .nor God and learning brought to the corners of our continent

. r" "-.tvithout'the strength, bravery, and influence of our grand-
mothers, great-grandmothers, and the women who came before
them.

Living through blizzards, plagues, prairie fires, and floods,
these women made homes and started families, organized

churches and built schools. Thev served as teachers. field
hands, physicians, and the center of the family.

I was reading a book recently about Kansas fron-
tier women and came across a passage that seemed to
sum it all up. Esther Clark wrote: "Mother has always
been the gamest one of us. I can remember her hanging
onto the reins of a runaway mule team, her black hair
tumbling out of its pins and over her shoulders, her face
set and white while one small girl clung with chattering

teeth to the sides of the rocking wagon and a baby sister
nced about on the floor in oaralvzed wonder.

"l remember, too, the things the men said about [-eny's
nerve. But I think as much courage as it took to hang onto the
reins that day, it took more to lle 24 hours at a time, month

in and out on the lonely and lovely prairie without giving up
to the loneliness."

Of course, kny's nerve and strength are echoed in modern-
day women and mothers who face different but equally trying
tests of their courage. There are mothers like Rachael Rossow
of Connecticut, for example, and Dorothy DeBolt of California,
who with their husbands have adopted between them 25 handi-
capped boys and girls in addition to their own children.

I had a chance to visit with Rachael and her family and I
can tell you I have never seen a happier group.I know the strains
on them must be great, emotionally and financially, but not as
$eat irs the love they feel for each other. Of course, many millions
of American mothers are quiet, everyday heroes struggling to
stretch budgets and too often maintaining their families alone.
Many also contribute to society through full-time careers and
others are forced to work just to make ends meet. They are rais-
ing children in a fast-paced world where basic values are con-
stantly questioned. Their monumental challenge is to bring their
children into adulthood, healthy and whole, nurturing their
physical and emotional growth while avoiding the pitfalls of drug
abuse and crime.

Government should help, not hinder parents in this task.
The progress we are making with the economy, just like the na-
tional renewal we are seeing spring up all around us, is the prod-
uct of our reliance again on good old-fashioned common sense,
renewed belief in ourselves. and faith in God.

The worn brown Bible I used to take the oath of office has
been the Reagan family Bible, and like many of yours, has its
flyleaf filled with important events; its margins are scrawled with
insights and passages underlined for emphasis. My mother,
Nellie, made all those marks in that book. She used it to in-
struct her two young sons and I look to that Bible still.

A passage in Proverbs describes the ideal woman, saying,
"Strength and honour are her clothing; and she shall rejoice
in time to come. Give her of the fruit of her hands; and let her
own works praise her in the gates" (31:75,31).

That passage calls for us to recognize the enormous strengths
and contributions of women, wives, and mothers. I-et us always
remember, reward, and recognize them and use their examples
of love and courage as inspiration to be better than we are.

Adapted fiom a radio address delivered by President Reagan, May 7, 1981. D
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o Something is wrong when congress can opcn each session with prayer yet our nation's school chi ldren are forbidden to
pray by the supreme court!  I
o Something is wrong when pornography can be sold openly in America yet the Bible is forbidden in our publ ic schoolsl I
o Something is wrong when murderers, rapists, etc. are let go free or given l ight sentences yet Christ ian parents
are put in jai l  for sending their chi ldren to a Christ ian school! !
o Something is wrong when the surpreme court declares i t  is al l  r ight to murder unborn babies in the name of abort ion
yet the same court str ikes down the death penalty saying i t  is too cruel punishment for the criminal l  I
o Something is wrong when television companies can promote homosexuali ty, adultery, murder, l iberal views,
etc. yet when a preacher preaches against the same thing, or have the opposite views they are removed from the
air!  I
o Something is wrong when the Secretary of the Interior is forced from off ice because of a remark about the black, thc
Jew and the handicapped, yet when a presidential contender refers to the Jewish community as "Hymies" he is given
preferential treatment by the press and no one dares to cri t ic ize him.

YES SOMETHING IS WRONG IN AMERICA!
IS THERE HOPE FOR AMERICA?

YES! YES! YES!
II  Chronicles 7:14 "I f  my people which are cal led by My name shal l  humble themselves, and
pray, and seek My face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from Heaven, and
forgive their sins, and will heal their land."

REVIVAL COMES THROUGH GOD'S PEOPLE! !
In 1984, Dr. Tim Lee is giving the entire year to preaching 1 day patr iot ic ral l ies al l  over America. He needs you to help
him in the ral l ies and television specials.

FOR INFORMATION on how to obtain a cassette copy of Dr. Lee's message on America or a tape
of his life story, call toll free 1-800-643-1984 (Toll Free 800# FOR TAPE ORDERS ONLY).

TIM LEE REVIVAL MINISTRIES
P.O. Box 61188 . Oklahoma City, Ok. 73146 . L-4O5-787-O83O

Paragon Advert ising, Inc. c 7075 Industr i :r l  Road o P.O. Box335 o Florence, Kentucky 41042 . (606)727 4000
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Acts 17:6. ..These that lrave umed the world upside down are come litlrcr also. . .

IS YOUR MINISTRY DOING ALL

IT CAN TO TURN THE WORLD UPSIDE DOWN

WITH THE GOSPEL
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They learn to know truth before they
think of presenting it. . . .Th.y acquire a
solid basis for the manifestation of their
love of souls through a loving, com-
prehensive, absorbing study ofthe truth
which saves soulsi' In these words is
outlined the case for the indisoens-
ableness of theology for the preacher. It
is summed up in the propositions that it
is through the truth that souls are saved,
that it is accordingly the prime business
of the preacher to present this ruth to
men, and that it is consequently his fun-
damenal duty to become hirnself pcsessed
of this truth, that he may present it to
men and so save their souls. It would not
be easy to overstate, of course, the impor-
tance to a preacher of those gifts and

IM connot preach
et oll without

preoching doctrine,

graces that qualify him to present this
truth to men in a winnirrg way-of all,
in a word, that goes to make him an "ac-
complished preacherl' But it is obviously
even more important to him that he
should have a clear apprehension and
firm grasp of that truth which he is to
commend to men by means of these gifts
and graces. For this clear apprehension
and firm grasp of the truth, its systematic

Benjamin B.
Warfield Q851.1921)
was an outstanding
Reformed theologian and
autlwr of The
Inspiration and

Authority of the Bible.

study would seem certainly to be in-
dispensable. And theology is nothing
other than the saving truth of God
presented in systematic form.

The necessity of systematic study of
any body of truth that we need really to
master will scarcely be doubted. Nor will
it be doubted that he who would indoc-
trinate men with a given body of truth
must needs begin by acquiring a mastery
of it himself. Vhat has been made mat.
ter of controversy is whether Christian
truth does lie so at the basis of the Chris-
tian hope and the Christian life that it
is the prime dury of the preacher to
possess himself of it and to teach it. It has
been argued that the business of the
preacher is to make Christians, not
theologians; and that for this he needs
not a thorough, systematic knowledge of
the whole circle of what is called Chris-
tian doctrine, but chiefly a firm faith in
Jesus Christ as Saviour and a warm love
toward Him as [ord. His function is a
practical, not a theoretical one; and it
matters little how ignorant he may be or
may leave his hearers, so only he com-
municates to them the faith and love that
burn in his own heart. Give us not
scholars, it is said, but plain, practical men
in our pulpits-men whose simple hearts
are on fire with love to Christ and whose
whole energy is exhausted in the rescue
of souls.

Surely, if we are to choose between a
chilly intellectualistic and a warmly
evangelistic ministry, give us the laner by
all means. A comparatively ignorant
ministry burning with zeal for souls is in-
finitely to be preferred to a ministry en-
tirely absorbed in a purely intellectual in-
terest in truths that are permitted to ex-
ercise no influence on their own lives and
that quicken in them no fervor of mis-
sionary love. But the matter cannot be
settled by fixing the eye on this extreme
only. What should we do with a ministry
absolutely ignorant of the whole compass
of Christian truth? Obviouslv it would

not be a Christian ministry at all. Iet it
be admitted, then, that it is possible for
men to become so occupied with the
purely intellectual aspects of Christian
tmth as to be entirely unfitted for the pros-
ecution of the Christian ministry. It must
be equally allowed that they must have

A mufilated gospel
produces nrutilated
lives, ond mutilated

lives are positive evils.

a sound knowledge of Christian truth in
order to be qualified to undertake the
functions of the Christian ministry at all.
The possibility of the abuse of theology
is no reason to question its usefulness or
even its indispensableness to the preacher.
The warning given us by Aubrey Moore
is sorely needed in our times. He wrote
in "Some Aspects of Sin":

There are many earnest-minded
Christians who are so morbidly
afraid of a barren belief that they
sometimes allow themselves to talk
as if to hold fast to any form of
sound wonds must be formalism; as
if, in fact, the belief in a creed were
rather dangerous than helpful. It is
true, of course, as we all know well,
that a right creed cannot save a
man, and that when the bride.
groom comes many may be found
with lamps that have no oil; but
surely if we discard our lamps,
much of the precious oil we have
may be lost.

The fundamental principle on which
the indispensableness to the preacher of
a sound knowledge of Christian truth

39MAY I9B4
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rests is illusrrated by universal experience.
Westcott wrote, "Conduct in the long run
corresponds with belief. . . . Patient in-
vestigation will show that no doctrine can
be without a bearing on action. . . . Pro-
fessor John Miley wrote in Systematic
Theology:

The order of facts in every
movement in the history of Chris-
tianiry has been, first a reformation
ofdoctrine, and then, through the
doctrine, a higher and better moral
and spiritual life. . . . When souls
move up from a sinful life or a dead
formalism into a true spiritual life
they must have the necessary
reasons and motives for such ac-
tion. . . .lf we should be con-
secrated to God in a life of holy
obedience and love. it must be for
reasons of duty and motives of
spiritual well-being which are com-
plete only in the distinctive doc-
trines of Christianity. These doc-
trines are not mere intellectual prin-
ciples or dry abstractions, but liv-
ing truths which embody all the
practical forces of Christianity.
If there be any validity at all in these

remarks, the indispensableness of
theology to the preacher is obvious. For

Christian ts
The Great Evangelical Disaster
by Francis A. Schaeffer

Have Christians compromised their stand on Truth
and morality until there is almost nothing they will
speak out against? Has the evangelical church itself
sold out to the world?

In this explosive new book, Dr. Francis Schaeffer
exposes the rise of compromise and accommodation,
and the tragic consequences of this, within our society
and within the euangelical church.

A provocative and challenging book-but one that
is tempered by Dr. Schaeffer's deep commitment to
Christ and love of the church.
$7.95. Illustrated.

#/rnosswAYBoo*s
A DIVISION OF GOOD NEWS PUBLISHERS
WESTCHESTER. ILLINOIS 601 53

Sor. knowled,ge of
truth

essentiol to him who
ess4ys to teach that

tntth.

they make it clear not only that some
knowledge of Christian truth is essential
to him who essays to teach that truth, but
that the type of life produced by his
preaching, so far as his preaching is effec-
tive, will vary in direct relation to the ap-
prehension he has of Christian truth and
the type and proportion of truth he
presents in his preaching. As Westcott
puts it: "Error and imperfection in such
a case must result in lives which are faulty
and maimed where they might have been

continued on page 18
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B.R. Lakf,n
x.g0 1"x.gg4

Goodl and lFaithful
^
Nenvant
bl Ruth McClellan
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n June 5, 1901, a baby was
born to Richard and Mary
Elizabeth Lakin in a farm-

house on Big Hurricane Creek in the hill
country of \ilayne County, \(/est Virginia.
\Uhen Mrs. Lakin first felt life within her
she sought the lord asking Him to give
her "a preacher boyl'She dedicated little
Bascom Ray to the lord before he was
born. Her prayers were sweet to the ears
of God, and He blessed her with one of
the outstanding preachers of this century.

B.R. Lakin knew God intimately. He
preached with a special anointing from
God. For 65 years he "crisscrossed
America back and forth like a country
boy working a corn rowj' preaching to
countless multitudes, seeing thousands of
lives transformed by the power of Jesus
Christ.'When 

asked how many were con-
verted to Christ under his ministry, his
quick reply was, "Oh, I dorlt knowl'Some
say 100,000 is a conservative figure. Only
eternity will reveal the number of men
who were called into the ministry under
Lakin's preaching and influence.

Reviewing his life of preaching Lakin
said, "l have never knowingly done
anything to bring a reproach or stain on

Ruth McClellan is a
free-lance writer in
Gad"sden. Alabama.

the name of the Christ I love and who
saved me. I'd rather die than live outside
the will of Godl'

He did not know the meaning of
retirement. At 76 years old he was
holding meetings every night. He had a
deep conviction that God called him to
preach for as long as he had strength. In
his later years B.R. suffered from diabetes
and heart problems, but he maintained
a full schedule until 1982.

Lakin was known for his great com-
passion and love for people. His constant
prayer was, "God lay the weight of the
world upon me. Give mi: a love for every
soul for whom Jesus died. Help me preach
as a dying man to dying men with a
broken heart and tears."

God abundantly blessed his ministry
because he walked humbly before God
and men. From the pulpits of some of the
greatest churches in America he declared,
"I never expected to be any more than a
country preacher. That's what I am
tonight."

During his life many things changed.
His means of transportation changed

from mules and buggies to automobiles
and jet airplanes, and his meeting places
changed from tents to tabernacles. One
thing never changed-in this land or
around the world his one simple message
was: "Man is a sinner; Christ a Saviour.
There is a heaven to gain and a hell to
shun. Life is short and eternity is long.
Prepare to meet your God."

Lakin was born and reared in the
country in a community called Big Hur-
ricane Creek. His first years of formal
education were in a one-room country
school on Queen's Creek, far back in the
hills of West Virginia. In the fourth grade
he went to a two-room school.

\Uhen he was 17 years old Bascom
Lakin stayed in a little log shanty in the
head of the hollow and worked a timber
job. In February 1918 he became ill and
had to go home. His mother told him of
the revival they were having in her little
church at the forks of the creek. The
preacher was JC. Simpkins, the nephew
of the legendary "Devil Anse" Hatfield,
leader of the infamous Hatfield-McCoy
feud. The last night of the revival,
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February 12,1918, Bascom went to the
meeting. That night Simpkins preached
on, "When I See the Bloodl' \7hen
he finished, Bascom knelt at a little pine
mourner's bench and trusted Christ.
Lakin frequently described that moment
saying, 'As I knelt, Jesus walked down the
aisle with a crown on His head and a
cross on His back and said, ''What can I
do for you?'And I answered, 'Do for me
that which I cannot do for mvself. If vou'll

preaching to thousands ofpeople around
the world, God knew He was preparing
Him for what he would become after be-
ing transformed by His grace.

A week after he was saved Bascom
preached his first sermon. His first
pastorate was Evangel Baptist Church
located in the heart of the little settlement
known as Greenbriar Creek. He traveled
to that church over the mountain by
mule and was paid $7 a month.

tion. He asked God to let him see a
revival like he saw 50 years ago. He knew
revival does not come without paying a
price. He paid the price for 64 years.
"What will it take for America to return
to God?" he asked brokenly. "l remember
the recession after \Uorld War I. Eleven
million people stood in breadlines. And
yet America did not turn to God. Then
there was a period of prosperity.
Everything we touched turned to gold-
and still we did not acknowledge God.
Now I believe the vials of God's wr:ath are
fast filling up, and He will pour them out
upon this nation and others in a rapidity
that will startle. I believe the only thing
that will stay the hand of judgment is a
rerurn to God and an old-fashioned, gen-
uine, Holy Ghost, limb-straightening,
heaven-opening, Devil-driving revivall'

Vith a burdened heart fulI of compas-
sion for a lost world, Dr. Lakin continued
in his goal to be a good and faithful ser-
vant. The happiest moments of his life
were those when he saw men and women
walking down aisles, with tears streaming
down their faces, asking, "'What must I
do to be saved?"

One night Dr. Lakin and his grand-
son were driving all night to get to
another city and another meeting. Young
Ronnie asked, "Poppop, why do you keep
going like this day after day, night after
night?" Dr. Lakin replied, "It would be
hard for you to understand, but when I
die and you stand beside my grave, I will
not care about a granite stone or a monu-
ment of marble; I would like you and
others to be able to say, 'Dr. Lakin never
left a fornrne, but he left behind a life that
was big and rich and ripe, and blessed
humanity. A quarter of a million souls
have taken his hand and been pointed
toward Jesusl "

Dr. Lakin said, "If you want to know
what God looks like, what His power is:
look at the flowers-you see His wisdom.
look at the stars-you see His glory. look
at the ocean-you see His power. But look
at Calvary and you see His heart. If you
want to know Him, come to Calvary.'When 

you see Jesus dying on that cross
you see the heart of Godl'

Dr. Lakin preached his first revival at
the Gbor's Creek Baptist Church. There
a young lady named Violet Crabtree was
saved. Dr. Lakin baptized her in the creek
and later married her. She is the onlv
sweetheart, the only girl he ever had. He
credited Mrs. Lakin as being the mainstay

T, consuming desire of
Lakin's life ww to see reviual

ocross this

,,-,4

save me you'll never hear the last of itl
My mother's face shone like an angel's
that night, and as I walked out of the
church building the stars looked like they
had been washed with all the purity of
God's holiness. I walked out of there and
I've been telling the story ever since,
going around bragging on Jesus."

Dr. Lakin remained true to his word.
The trail started at the head of Greenbriar
Creek in that little church where he was
saved, and it led him all over the world.
God loved Bascom Ray when he was a
barefooted boy using a mule to plow
around a rocky hillside in the mountains
of West Virginia. Many days as he plowed
he would look up to God and say, "Some-
day, I'll amount to somethingl' God
looked beyond the mule and the double-
shovel plow, beyond the coal-oil lights,
and the pot-bellied stove, and saw him

42

ln those early days Dr. Lakin pastored
and helped build churches in many states.
In Bristol, Virginia, in just 19 months
Sunday school attendance grew from 101
to 700, and a Sunday night audience from
17 to overflow crowds that required
loudspeakers in the basement.

Dr. Lakin traveled in a van until his
legs got so numb he was unable to tolerate
riding all day long. However, this was no
excuse for him to quit. He cried out to
the Lord all night, "God, if I'm going to
go on, I've got to do somethingl' God
arrswered Dr. lakins prayers. Jerry Falwell
felt led to ask God's people to help the
Lakins purchase a motor home. People all
over the United States responded. This
allowed Dr. and Mrs. Lakin to travel
together.

The consuming desire of Lakirfs life
was to see revival break out across this na-
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and correspondence. Their grandson,
Ronnie, finally took over her real estate
business to allow "Mommy Bob,,,as B.R.
affectionately called her, more time for
tending to her husband's needs.

Dr. Lakin pastored the Cadle Gber-
nacle in Indianapolis, Indiana, for 14
years, two years as associate pastor. There
he preached to crowds ofoue, 10,000 and
was on the first coast-to-coast dailv
religious broadcast in America. entitlej
"The Nation's Family Prayer Period.,,

Certainly a "trademark" of Dr. B.R.
Lakin was his humor and wit. proverbs
17:22 says, 'A merry heart doeth good like
a medicinel'Lakin's jovial spirit and op-
timistic artitude made him a very pleasant
person to be around. He made everyone
comfortable in his presence.

This testimony is especially mean-
ingful because Lakin knew much sorrow.
disappointment, and loneliness in his life.
His health has been tried. At one time
he was in the hospital for 18 days follow.
ing a heart attack. Once he was rushed
to a hospital in Ashland, Kenrucky, where
he was declared dead by several doctors.
The next day the paper carried his
obituary. But God was not throush with
himl

Dr. and Mrs. Lakin had only one son,
Bill. He had a brilliant mind. He
graduated from Greenbriar Militarv
School and then served in the Navy. On
March 27, 1955, when Dr. Lakin was
preaching a grear revival in Akron, Ohio,
his pastor called him at one o'clock in the
morning. He related the tragic news that
Bill had been killed in an automobile ac-
cidentt he was 31.

MAY ]984

and never-failing support of his life. Her
job was not easy. Keeping up with the

energetic evangelist in-

*_. cluded constant travel

'!(hen 
Mrs. Lakin heard about her

son's death she said, "I'll have two to
bury." Dr. Lakin would accept no offers
to be driven to Fort Gay, Vest Virginia,

(l never expected
L tube ony
more than o
country
preacher:'

where Mrs. Lakin met him with Bill's
body. He drove the long distance alone,
getting things settled in his mind. When
he met Mrs. Lakin she said, "How can
we go on? I'll never be reconciledl''Ib this
Dr. Lakin replied, "Oh, yes, we must and
can. For 35 years I've told people, 'God,s

grace is sufficient.' If it isn,t sufficient for
you and me now, I've not been honest
in preaching to othersl' He never asked
God the reason why Bill died because he
knew that "someday He'll make it plain,
and until then I'll just watch and wait."

Dr. Lakin believed that new power
comes from crushing experiences, ihat a
rose must be bruised before you get per.
fume from it. Dr. Lakin said, "From the
night I received the message that Bill was
in an automobile accident and it was
fatal-from that hour until this-I've had
a broken and crushed heart. I thank God
for all of itl'Sorrow made the Lakins draw
closer to Jesus. l0ilith great anticipation
B.R. looked toward the day he would be
with Bill forever.

Dr. Lakin often joked about his educa.
tion even though he had studied at
Moody and had received two honorary
doctoral degrees. This saint of God lived
in the holy of holies immersins himself
in the study of God's \Uord. HiJ wisdom
far exceeded any found in doctoral
degrees or prestigious universities.

A mentor ofJerry Falwell, B.R. Lakin
talked with the younger pasror on a
regular basis, giving advice and guidance.

Falwell reciprocated the strong feelings.
"l always considered him my pastor. He
was the greatest preacher. As a pulpiteer
he had no peerl' The department of

religion on Falwell's Liberty Baptist
College campus is named in honor of
B.R. Lakin and special arrangemenrs were
made to bury the preaching ,,warhorse',

on Liberty Mountain.
His last time to be in a pulpit was at

Thomas Road Baptist Church on
February 26, when he closed his messase
with, "After my recent visit to the Holv
Land someone asked me if I would be
returning there soon. I said, 'Not until I
come in the cavalry."'

After his first heart aftack the peppery
old saint would say, "If I can make it
through March, I'll make it through
another yearl' On March 15, 1984, he
died.

Often Dr. Lakin said that he would
sometimes get so close to heaven he could
"kinda tiptoe and look over." Fie was not
afaid of death and said, "No matter what
may be the means or method that hour
comes to me, if you read or hear the news
that I have died, don't you believe it. That
day will be Graduation Day, and I will
have just begun to live." D
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[1]  GOSPEL SONGS BY EAR
lllgllg new.book shows how to ptay and
un\rHu any nymn or gospel song you've
ever neard-entitely by earl How tofihd the
nght starting note, wial chords to play and
when. to play them. ptay in easy kbys tirst,
rnen In any key. Learn the secrets of how to
ptay.o.y-ear and play the hymns you love_
now!-1 o_e_asy lessons 96.95'ptus 6Oa postage.
CASSETTES available $6.95 each ptus igo
postage. (Please specity piano or oigan.)

[2]  GOSPEL MUSTC
Learning gospel  music is  easy wi th th is
excrt rn9 new book.  l f  you' re a beginner or
lll9ady playing some, you'il be pttying the
gospel music you love in just a few davs.
Shows how to_play melodies with right hand,
chords with left. Learn to play rnythrir basses,
i l i ls ,  runs,  "cross hands s ly le,  , 'walk ino. i
basses, melodies in 3rds, 6th3. 20 easv le's_
sons 96.95 plus 60" postaoe.  CASSEfTES
available $6.95 plus 40. postaqe.

[3]  CHORDING BY EAR
New companion to #1 explains al l  about
cnordtng gospet songs -  completely by ear!
shows how to tind the basic chords ol sbnos.
teaches chord progressions which cho-rd
songs atmost automat ical ly .  Tel ls  how to
substttute chords, arrange songs, play lett
nano cnords In rhythm basses, fill outchords
in right.hand, and play in many keys. Chords
are ru i ly  t i lustrated wi th d iagrams and
plo-tg9. 16 easy tessons $7.95 + 60. pstg.
CASSETTES are 96.95 + 4oc pstg. f sp'ecii,
prano or  organ)
SAll[ . lny c0mbtnailon ot 3 bootr or crirsttos.Jl 9E;;;-

(Specity piano or orean.) GUlflllTEt0l
FnEt WITH 0R0ER . chord i,|srt rhowtno 84 drordst
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THUNDEP IN T}I[ PULPIT

Ithy I Know Tlrene Is a ffi

AU of man's rutional thinkins
and philosoPhy will never glue him

a foundntion on which he can
stmd and proqtide a rewon for

hoving any hope,

lYhnefore remanbu, that ye
beingin time Wt Gentiles in the
flesh, who are called Uncircum-
cision by that which is called the
Ciranmcision in the flesh made
by hands; tlrat at that time ye
were without Christ, being
aliens from the commonweahh
of Israel, and strangers from the
conenants of promise, hauing no
hope, and without God in the
world: But now in Christ Jesus
ye who sometimes were far off
are mad.e nigh by the blood ol
Christ.

- (Eph 2:11-13)

and getting them to fall
together in perfect working
order. Vithout a watchmaker,
the watch falling together in
perfect order is as impossible as
the universe falling together
without a creator.

Then I asked him if he
believed that an evolutionist
could also be a Christian. He
said it was absolutely impossi-
ble. That any man who is an
evolutionist and stops short of
Atheism is simply a dishonest
thinker. I asked why he could
not be a Christian. He
answered that the Christian

n these words to the Ephesian Christians are two of the
most dreaded words-"no hope." A doctor stands beside
the bed of a sick man. Anxiouslv the familv awaits the

verdict but he says, "There is no hope." Those are sad words
when speaking of human circumstances. But they are darker
still as they are used in this scriptural text. Far better for man
to be without anything else in this world than to be without
hope for a firrure life. Without hope, prosperity amounts to very
little. Struggle has no meaning or purpose.

We ordinarily use the word "hope" in a very careless way.
God always uses it with the greatest of care. No matter how
strong, desire is not hope. Mere expectation is not hope. Hope
in the Bible is a well-founded expectation for the firture. There
are three rypes of people mentioned in the Bible who are without
hope. First those who doubt or deny the existence of God stand
without hope. Then those who deny the Bible as the Word of
God stand without hope. And finally, those who reject Christ
as the Son of God stand without any hope.

The first one, the man who doubts or denies the existence
of God, stands without any hope. Hope for a firture life rests
upon the existence of a beneficent, omnipotent God ruling in
nature and in the affairs of men. Take that God out of the
universe and man stands absolutely helpless and hopeless. There
are not many who do not believe in the existence of God. Fifty
years ago I met Charles Evan Smith, the president of the League
of Atheism from New York City. When I asked him if he believed
in theistic evolution, he said he didn't believe in God at all.
I asked him how he accounted for everything that is, and he
said everything that is just happened to be. He believed the sun,
moon, stars, and all the rest of God's wonderful creation just
fell in place. That would be as likely to happen as taking the
intricate mechanisms of a watch, throwing them up in the air,
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says man fell and needs a Saviour. The evolutionist says that
he climbed down out of the trees and started to walk. He said
if man did not fall, man does not need a Saviour. Did the
monkey sin? Of course not. He reasoned, eliminate the Garden
of Eden and there is no need for the cross of Christ.

So how do I know there is a God? Notice, I did not say I
think. You see I'm not an educated man. Therefore I can say
why I know. An educated man is not supposed to know
anything. He's supposed to say "perhaps" or "it could have
been." Somebody asked me if I could read Greek. I said, "Man,
I can hardly read English let alone Greek." A fellow was trying
to teach me some Greek about baptism. He said it's baptidTo
andrantidzo. l said, "Yeah and its grauo, graveis and gravei, but
it was just sop when I was a kid." Maybe we're not supposed
to be dogmatic, but I'm going to say dogmatically that I know
there is a God. I'm positive there is a God.

First of all I know it from the argument of creation. Look
at all that you see now. From whence did it come? LiG has never
been generated from dead matter. From nothing, nothing can
come. Suppose I take a bottle and pour out all the air and the
water and the germs. I'd cork it up so nothing could get in it.
From nothing, nothing could come. How would anything ever
be in it? Since life ha.s never been generated from dead matter
we must explain from whence it all came.

I believe in the beginning God created the heavens and the
earth. The Bible does not say, "In the beginning God." The
Bible says, "ln the beginning God created." \Uhy? Because God
didn't have any beginning. He was the beginning of begin-
nings. There was a time when God was alone. There were no
trees, no grass, no water, no foliage, no nothing, just God. Just
God. I believe only He knows what went on back there. He
was there and had it put down in this Book. Now a lot of these
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Atheists and so forth who weren't there
are like the little boy who caught a
bumblebee on his way to school. He put
it in a bottle and stuffed it in his hip
pocket. \ilhen he got to school he was
wriggling around in his seat and the cork
came out of the bottle. Then he really
began to squirm about in his seat, and
his teacher said, "Johnny, what are you
doing?" He said, "There's something go-
ing on back there that you don't know
aboutl" What I'm saying is, something
went on back there that onlv God knows
and only God could tell us.

Now secondly, I know there is a God
because of imparted wisdom. The
unbeliever doesn't call it imparted
wisdom. He calls it inherited instinct.
There is no such thing as instinct. In the
fall of the year before the wind roars
down over the Rockies and up around
the Lakes, the geese and the ducks get
together and form in companies. They fly
south across Michigan, Ohio, Kentucky,
Tennessee, North Carolina, South
Carolina, Georgia, and Florida, and drop
into the warm waters of the Gulf to bathe
their breasts in warm water until spring.
Then they turn and come back again.
Who told those geese to gq south in the
winter and come north in the summer?
Vho told them to do that? You say that's
instinct. Where'd you get that instinct,
old goosey? Those geese had never made
that trip before. Yet they take leave from
up yonder in Canada and fly all the way
to Florida, never missing a feeding
ground. Now where did they get their
navigating ability?

In California there is a spider about
the size of a shoe button. He builds his
nest inside an empty clam shell or oyster
shell. Before he does that he lifts that shell
from 6 to 12 inches above the ground.
For that little spider to lift that oyster
shell which is many, many times his own
weight requires an engineering feat equal
to the building of the pyrarnids of Egypt.
How does he do it? He goes up and puts
on a thread. comes down and hooks it
on the shell, goes up and hooks another,
comes down and hooks it on the other
side. That thread is moist and when it
dries it contracts. And he keeps putting
them on until he can finally lift it. \Uhere
did he learn how to do that? Some say
that's instinct. He learned it from his
mommy and poppy spider. \fhere did
they learn it? Listen old smarty. The first
spider that ever did that didn't have to
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sit down and figure it out for himself. It's
imparted wisdom. That's the reason I
know that there is a God.

My niece came home from college one
day and said to me, "My professor said
that Jesus couldn't have been born of a
human mother without a human father.
That was a biological impossibility." I
said, "Let me tell you what to do. You
tell your little possum-headed professor
that your uncle said the first man that
ever got in this world got here without
either father or mother. If God wanted
to send His Son born of a human mother
without a human father He could and
did do it." The next day she came back
to explain how the first germ came from
another planet. I asked, "!7here did the
germ come from?" Life has never been
generated from dead matter. Her pro-
fessor claimed that the first germ came on
a meteor. I said, "Honey, don't you know
a meteor is a blazing ball of fire? How
would a germ live in that?" But she said,
"The theory of evolution is the only sane
explanation." That's the most insane
thing I've ever heard! To be an evolu-
tionist you'd have to switch your brain
out of reason and throw it into neutral.
Listen to what they say.

Vay back yonder somet ime,
somewhere, somehow, nobody knows
when, how, where, or why, nothing got
in nothing and nothing formed a
something. A germ got in the water
somehow. Then the water developed it

hit the ground, stood up on his hind feet,
walked across the street, bought him a
suit of clothes, went to teaching in the
university and said, "Thank God I'm a
man at last!" They can cram that down
the neck of some kids, but let them try
the old man once. Everything that is, had
to have a beginning, except God, and He
is the beginning of beginnings.

The third reason I know there is a
God is because of fulfilled prophecy.
Every religion has its bible, but this
Bible is the only one that has a word of
prophecy in it. Why? Because the authors
of all those other books knew that ifthey
inserted a word of prophecy and it
failed. their book would be discredited.
But God's \7ord, with daring boldness
tells us what will happen upon this earrh
to men, nations, and individuals,
sometimes thousands of years in the
future. \ilho could write a Book like that?
Only God.

I can take the prophecies concerning
Jesus Christ alone and prove to any
thinking man that there must be a God.
First of all He said He shall be born in
Bethlehem of Judea. Not just in
Bethlehem, not just in Judea, but
Bethlehem of Judea, and thank God He
was.

He said He shall be born of a virgin.
Thank God He was. He said they would
gamble upon His garrnents. They did. He
said they would pluck out His beard.
They did. He said they would crucifu
Him and thev did. He said He would
make His death with the wicked and His
burial with the rich. He died between rwo
thieves and He was buried in Joseph's
new tomb. He said you'll put me to death
but I'll rise again. That's right. You can't
kill Me but I'll give up My life anyway
and I'll rise again on the third day. Don't
Iet anybody fool you. This is the Book
that will stand the test.

There's another reason I know there
is a God. That is, He answers prayer.
Have you ever gone into an automat?
That's a restaurant that looks like a post
office. You don't see waitresses or cooks
or anything. One day I went in one in
New York. You drop in a quarter-out
comes a cup of coffee, or mashed potatoes
and gravy. I didn't see a soul around, but
I had sense enough to know that there
was somebody back there passing that
stuff out. For 60 years I've walked up to
the open windows of heaven and I've
asked for things and I've had them
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existence of o
beniftcent,

into a tadpole and one day the tadpole
swam to another bank and got stuck in
the mud and dried there. Vriggling
around in the mud, he formed warts on
his belly that later became legs. After he
developed legs he was climbing through
the trees one day when his foot slipped.
As he fell he wrapped his tail around a
limb. The iar of it broke off his tail. He

Hop.- for o future
life rests upon the

omnipotent God,
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passed out to me as real as mashed
potatoes and gravy. I know there is a God
because He answers prayer. "The fool has
said in his heart, There is no God" (Ps.
l4:1). I'm asking God to let me live a few
more years because I believe I have a
message for the people who do not
believe there is a God.

There is one final reason I know there
is a God. All of man's rational thinking
and philosophy will never give him a
foundation on which he can stand and
provide a reason for having any hope.
The onlv foundation is the revelation
God gives of Himself in this Book. It
alone stands against the winds of
criticism. The man that does not confess
the Christ that this Bible presents stands
without any hope.

A fellow said, "l don't know whether
to believe Christ was Cod, because He
went to sleep on a boat, like a man would
sleep." Was He merely human because
He wept, because He got hungry, because
He died? Listen, if he was just human
that night out yonder on that little boat
when he went to sleep, He was God
when He stilled the waves. If He was

human when He got hungry, He was
God when He took a little boy's lunch
and fed 5,000 people with it. If He was

Errrrrhing thot is,
hod to haue o

beglnning, except God,
ond He is the
begtnning of
beglnnings.

human when He wept, He was God
when he burst the grave ofLazarus open
like a chestnut burr and caused him to
come out alive. If He was human when
He died upon a cross, He was declared
to be the Son of God with power, by His
Resurrection from the dead. You can
trust Him, my friend.

My dad and mother pillowed their
heads upon that hope and passed
peacefully into another world. The man
who denies it stands without any hope
in this world and in the world to come.
He has no hope of meeting with his
loved ones who have gone or who may
go. Buried out yonder lies my boy on a
little hillside in Vest Virginia, in a grave,
waiting for the resurrection. One day I
believe he will come forth from the grave
and I'll see him again. Don't take that
hope away from me, Mr. Modernist or
Mr. Evolutionist. God hangs a rainbow
of hope around the shimmering shoulders
of the storm of my bereavement. He is
that hope and without Him there is no
hope of pardon in the eternal world.

\7hy do I believe there is a God, my
friend? Because only He makes any sense
out of this old world. Only He brings
meaning to living, the hope of pardon.
and a place in heaven. !

The last sermon preached by Dr. B.R.
Lakin, "If There Be No Resurrectionl'will
air on the Old;fime Gospel Hour. Sun-
day, April 15.
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by Harold L. tVillmington

traditions, like changes, can be wrong.
Often in the past, hurtful "traditions of
the fathers" have crept into the church
of the living God. Our Saviour Himself
was grieved over some harmful Jewish
traditions. Note His words: "And honour
not his father or his mother. he shall be
free. Thus have ye made the command-
ment of God of none effect by your tradi-
tion" (Matt. 15:6).

Later Paul warned of this: "Beware lest
any man spoil you through philosophy
and vain deceit, after the tradition of
men, after the rudiments of the world,
and not after Christ" (Col. 2:8).

Men. \ilhen a well-known "faith
healer" died in a lonely motel in Los
Angeles County, a coroner's report
revealed he died of cirrhosis of the liver,
caused by acute alcoholism. Who does
not know other examples like this tragic
story? The most godly men are, after all,
only finite, fully capable (apart from
Cod's grace) of the vilest sins.

Feelings and Experiences. At
times Christians fall into error because
they "feel led" to do or say certain things.
However we must learn that at times our
feelings can be treacherous and totally
untrustworthy. The psalmist often spoke
of this: "l had fainted, unless I had be-
lieved to see the goodness of the Lord in
the land of the living" (Ps. 27:13). "Why
aft thou cast down, O my soul? And why
art thou disquieted in me? Hope thou in
God: For I shall yet praise him for the
help of this countenance" (Ps. 42:5). "l said
in my haste, All men are liars" (Ps. 116:11). .

This is the case not only with our feel-
ings, but also with our experiences, One
of Job's three "friends," Eliphaz, based all
his advice to the suffering Job on ex-
perience fiob. 4:12-15). He is later severely
rebuked bv God Himself 1ob 42:7).

Thus as valuable as personal ex-
perience might be, it is no substitute for
the revealed Vord of God! D

Adapted 6om Willmington's Gd& to rhe Brble O l98l Tyodale
House.

L]tV rlre Supreme Autlrority
of the Bibte

erhaps the grandest and most
conclusive description of the
Bible was penned by the apos-

tle Paul in a lefter to a young pastor. Here
he wrote: "And that from a child thou
hast known the holy scriptures, which are
able to make thee wise unto salvation
through faith which is in Christ Jesus. All
scripture is given by inspiration of God,
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproo(
for correction, for instruction in
righteousness: That the man of God may
be perfect, throughly furnished unto all
good works" (2 Tim. 3:15-17).

In this passage Paul claims the Bible
is profitable-

For doctrine, to present the systematic
teaching of the great truths relating to
God Himself.

For reproof, to convict us ofthe wrong
in our lives,

For correction, to show us the right
way.

For insnucdon in righteousne.ss, to pro-
vide all the necessary details that will
allow a Christian to become fully
equipped for every good work.

Because of all this, the Bible rightly
demands absolute and sole authoriry over
any other source in the life of the child
of God. This authority exceeds that of
the following:

Human Reason. God gave us our
minds and desires that we should use
them! This is seen in rwo classic passages,
one directed to the unsaved, the other
to the saved: "Come now, and let us
reason together, saith the Lord: though
your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as
white as snow; though they be red like
crimson, they shall be as wool" (lsa. 1:18).
"And be not conformed to this worldl
but be ye transformed by the renewing
of your mind, that ye may prove what
is that good, and acceptable, and perfect,
will of God" (Rom. 12:2).

However, there are times when God
desires us to submit our human reason-
ing to Him: "Trust in the Lord with all
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thine heart; and lean not unto thine own
understanding. In all thy ways acknowl-
edge him, and he shall direct thy paths.
Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the
Lord, and depart from evil" (Prov. 3:5-7).

Often our reasoning is as the think-
ing of Naaman, who when asked to take
a sevenfold bath in Jordan's muddy
waters, replied: "Behold, I thought, He
will surely come out to me, and stand,
and call on the name of the Iord his God,
and strike his hand over the place, and
recover the leper" (2 Kings 5111).

Th, Bibte demands
absolute outhoritv in

the life of the child of
God.

But Elisha did not do so! Often God's
ways are different from our ways: "For my
thoughts are not your thoughts, neither
are your ways my ways, saith the Lord,
For as the heavens are higher than the
earth, so are my ways higher than your
ways, and my thoughts than your
thoughts" (Isa. 55:B-9).

The Church. The New Testament
abounds with passages that declare Christ
is the Head of the church. (See Eph. 1:22;
2rl9-20; 4:15-16; 5:73-30; Col. 1 : 18.) The
Saviour, it must be remembered, gave
birth to the church, and not the other
way around. (See Matt. 16:18.) Thus the
Christian mu$ look to the Bible and not
to any earthly church for final instruc-
tion,

Tradition. In this space age where
change occurs at rocket speed, some of
our beautiful traditions of the past are ap
preciated even more. And rightly so. But

^ 1



I

Fire and lce
continued from page 40

nobler and more complete. . . . Right doc-
trine is an inexhaustible spring of
strength, if it be translated into deedl'

It cannot be a mafter of indifference.
therefore, what doctrines we preach or
whether we preach any doctrines at all.
We cannot preach at all without
preaching doctrine, and the rype of life
that grows up under our preaching will
be determined by the nature of the doc-
trines we preach. We deceive ourselves if
we fancy that because we scout the doc-
trines of the creeds and assume an at-
titude of studied indifference to the chief
tenets of Christianiry we escape teaching
a svstem of belief. Even the extremest doc-
trinal indifferentism, when it ascends the
pulpit, becomes necessarily a scheme of
faith. To withhold tmth from our hearers
is not merely a negative act, nor can its
loss act merely negatively upon their
spiritual development. A mutilated gospel
produces mutilated lives, and mutilated
lives are positive evils. Whatever the

preacher may do, the hearers will not do
without a system of belief; and in their
attempt to frame one for the government
of their lives out of the fragments of tmth
that such an one will grant to them, is
it any wonder if they should go fatally
astray? They may rightly lay their marred
or ruined lives at the preacher's door. It
is not given to one who stands in the
pulpit to decide whether or not he shall
teach, whether or not he shall com.
municate to others a system of belief that
will form lives and determine destinies.
It is in his power only to determine what
he shall teach, what system of doctrine
he shall press upon the acceptance of
men, by what body of tenets he will seek
to mold their lives and to inform their
devotions. The systematic study of divine
truth, or the study of systematic theology,
is the most indispensable preparation for
the pulpit. Only as the several ftuths to
be presented are known in their relations
can they be proclaimed in their right pro-
portions and so taught as to produce their
right effects on the soul. Theology exists
"to make wise unto salvationl'And when

undertaken as the means of acquiring a
thorough and precise knowledge of those
truths that are fitted to "make wise unto
salvationl' it will assuredly bear its fruit *

in the preacher's own heart in a fine skill
in rightly dividing the worrd of tmth, and
in the lives of the hearers as a power
within them working a right attitude
before God and building them up into
the fullness of the stature of Christ. D

Adapted &om Thz Saoiwr ol the VtA published by

Ptesbytcrian and Reformcd Publishing Company.
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he re lat ionship between
parents and their married
children is an imoortant one

and needs to be given careful and prayer-
ful consideration. Are children com-
manded to "leave" home at marriage
(Gen. 2:24) and yet expected to "obey"
their parents (Eph. 6:1)? Does the obliga-
tion to obey parents ever cease? When
children marry, are parents thereafter ab-
solved of all responsibility toward them?
ls there a balance?

\ilhen a young couple gets married
they may be thinking more of the cleav-
ing together contemplated in Genesis
2:24 than of the equally binding com-
mand for the gentleman to leave father
and mother. Marriage should signal the
completion of the parental task of train-
ing children to be responsible adults who
have gained the ability to function in-
dependently in our complex society. \fise
parents will teach children to see things
from God's perspective and guide them
into maturity. Paul said he once spoke,
understood, and thought as a child until
he "became a man" (1 Cor. 13:11).

God says that instruction should be
built "precept upon precept; line upon
line . . . here a little and there a little" (lsa.
28:10). Careful attention must be given
to a balance between discipline (Prov.
13:24; 19:18; 72:15; 23:13-14; Heb.
l2t5-11), and instruction @rov. 77:6,Eph.
6:4). Both are necessary.

After a child marries, wise parents
observe a hands-off policy. Be friendly,
but not nosey. Do not offer unsolicited

Answered by James A.
Borland, professor of
Bible and theology at
Lib er ty Baptist Seminarl,
Lynchburg, V ir ginia. He

holds a Th.D. from Grace Theological
Seminary.

advice. Encourage without bothering.
Continue in prayer for the new couple.

The other part of this relationship
concerns whether married children are
still under obligation to obey their
parents. The obedience required in Ephe-
sians 6:1 applies only to children within
the family unit during the process of rear-
ing as indicated in verse 4. However, the
Fifth Commandment (Ex. 20:12), which
is repeated in Ephesians 6:3, applies to all
children. Age, marital status, and degree
of indeoendence are not considerations

by lames A. Borland

here. Children are to pay the same honor
and respect to their parents as they would
to a king. (1 Peter 2:17 uses the identical
Greek word for honoring.) Honoring
disallows ignoring, abandoning, spurning,
or despising. In fact, children even have
an obligation to financially support
parents who may be in need (1 Tim. 5:8).
To avoid dishonoring parents, children
need to communicate with them, live
harmoniously and in friendship with
them, and live lives that will bring no
reproach or disgrace upon their parents.
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TUTV
163-64, 181 , etc). Moreover, he com-
mentary is replete with extensive ar-
chaeological and historical data. Thug
Feinberg's commenbry is a most helpful
and valuable source for understanding
Jeremiah's often perplexing actions and
prophecies.

Not only has the author interacted
well with the various difficulties in the
message of Jeremiah, he has entered
into the life and soul of the llrleeping
prophef among whose writings hre
some of the most tender and sym-
pathetic passages in the Bible" (p.11).
Accordingly, Feinberg's discussion of
Jeremiah's person (pp.2-5) and thought
(pp.12{5), and his exposition of
Jeremiah's urords, are never given
dispassionately, but with insightful
sensitivity.

Of special interest is his careful
handling of the major messianic portions,
all of which are teated consistenUy from
the standpoint of a premillennial
eschatology. Thus, Jeremiah 3:14-18 is
related to the messianic age when God
will durell in the midst of a restored lsrael
that lives righteously and as a suc-
cessfulwitness to the nations (pp.4Stf).
Jeremiah 23:1-8 is viewed as set in
eschatological times and the new
greater Exodus centered in Messiah,
'The Davidic King par excellence"
(pp. 160-164). Jeremiah 33:14-26 is
seen in parallel with Jeremiah 23:1-8,
again tying hopes of the Davidic Cove-
nant to the reign of Messiah, the
Righteous Branch, but adding a word
about the continued existence of the
Levitical Priesthood as 'guaranteed by
God's promisd (pp.234-37 l. tuinberg's
balanced treatment of the details of the
relationship between Jeremiah's new
covenant and the church (Jer. 31:31-34)
avoids the position of some dispensa-
tionalists who must see two new
covenants (for lsrael and for the church)
on the one hand, and the viewpoint of
covenant theologians who find all of

God's promises to lsrael transfened to
the church, on the other (pp.217-222l..

This reMewe/s disappoinbnenb with
the book are few (e.9. his equating of
Molech with Milcom, p. 309, a view that
suffers difficulty of harmonization with
the data of Jer. 7:3Q-32: 19:10-13:
32:35 and 2 Kings 23:10) and can
mosfly be athibuted to the lack of space
allotted in the publication format (e.9.
the brief treatment of chapter 52, the
historical details of which deserve to be
related fully to 2 Kings 24:18-25:30;
Jer. 39:1-18 and 2 Chron. 36:11-21).
Regrettably, there are many typo-
graphical enors in the book. Even the
autho/s middle initial has not escaped
enor. Instead of Charles L we read
Charles S. on page vi! Hopefully these
errors will be corrected before the
bookb incorporation into the Expo.sito/s
Bible Commentary

These minor defects aside, here is
a biblical commentary that can be highly
and heartily recommended for inclusion
on the bookshelves of every pastor and
concerned Christian reader.

The Gandhi Nobody Knows
by Richard Grenier
Thomas Nelson, 1983,
118pp., $3.95

What Grenier llas to say about the
hero of the film of the year comes
across as a shocking expose According
to Grenier, Gandhiwas the antithesis of
his public image In the author's words,
'Gandhi uas enatic, inational, tyrannical,
obstinate. He sometimes verged on
lunaq/ The major drawbackof the book
is its total lack of documentation for its

Jeremiah, A Commentary
by Chades L. ftinberg
Zondervan, 1982,
xvi * 335pp., $13.95

Reviewed by Richard D. Patterson,
chairman of the Department of
Biblical Studies, Liberty Baptist
College, Lynchburg, Virginia.

Jeremiah, A Commentary is the
latest in a number of significant books
and commentaries within the field of
biblical studies written by dean emeritus
and professor emeritus of Semitics and
Old Testament of Talbot Theological
Seminary. Charles Lee Feinberg is a
recognized authority on biblical proph-
ecy and is in constant demand for
biblical and prophetic conferences.
Although issued separately, the book will
also form a part of volume six of
Zondervan's prestigious Expositorb
Bible Commentary series.

Since the series format calls for the
inclusion of distinctive notes based on
the Hebrew text, Feinberg's firm grasp
of the Semitic languages can be and are
brought to bear at important points not
only in textualand historicalmatters (eg.
pp.99, 111, 119, 15'1, 249,315, etc),
but in translational distinctions and
nuances of thought unknown to the ex-
positor who is shut up to reading only
the English text (e.9. pp.29, 89, 109,
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many Gandhian quotes. lts contribution
is to help balance the American view of
Indian pacifism. _D.R.

The Jehovah's Witnesses' New
Testament
by Robert H. Countegs
Presbyterian and Reformed
Publishing Company, 1982,
136pp., $5.95

Countess here challenges the
Witnesses claim that their translation is
"honest,  reasonable, consistent,
modern, unbiased, and scholarlyl His
conclusions are irrefutable and this
book constitutes an excellent tool for
Christian raorkers everywhere who have
interaction with JWs. The ordinary lay
Christian, however, urould find himsetf in
over his head. _D.R.

History and Beliefs of Mormonism
by Einar Anderson
Kregal Publications, 198'1,
167pp.,  $5.95

In this paperback Anderson does an
excellent job of exposing the more
serious errors of Mormonism and com-
paring the teachings of this widespread
cult with the Bible. Formerly a staunch
Mormon himsetf, now thoroughly trained
in biblical studies. Anderson evidences
his unique qualifications to speak to the
dangers represented in this neglected
cult. The lay Christian will find this book
all he needs for handling that "nice
young man' knocking at the door.-D.R.

Unholy Devotion
by Harold L. Bussell
Zondervan, 1983,
128pp.,  $a.95

Bussell, Dean of the Chapel at Gor-
don Collegq exposes those weak spots
in Christian and church lifestyles that
open the door to cult penetration of the
Christian communities. Every church
leader would do well to weigh carefully
the points he raises within the confines
of this small paperback. Ex-cultists will
better understand their position through
studying this book, making use of their
study questions concluding each
chapter. A point little appreciated by the
average minister is that persons are
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blind to the false doctrines of the cults
at the moment of their conversion to
them, but wide open to warmth, loving
acceptance, and self-esteem that seem
to be offered them by the group.-D.R.

relbrusr.w
Wyclllfe Blographlcal Dlctlonary
of the Ghurch
by Eade E. Caims
Moody Press
1982,449pp., $19.95

This rrvork includes biographical en-
[ies from nine pedods of church his@
3OO of them bringing the volume to the
reader in an updated offering. fuund
here are summaries of leaders "from all
parts of the uorld," according to the
reyiser uttro--oddly+ on to sry that
.b|ack leaders in Africa and of the United
States and Evangelical9 are hlso
notedl One vronders why black leaders
have been singled out for attention
when Asian leaders are not, or those of
other racial groups.

One excellent feature of the book is
the keying of entries to 16 different
categories by means of letters. By this
means, researchers are able to trace
doctrinal development, historical move-
mentq and tends in missions-to name
only a few possibilities. The reviser
assures us that biases have been laid
asidq evidenced in the inclusion of
Rornan Caholiq Eastem, and Protesbnt
church leaders.

This is an excellent volume which
should find its place on the shelves of
all church libraries and be made arailable
to all Christian ministers. -D.R.

Challenged Parenting
by Bonnie Wheeler
Regal Books
1983, 21Opp., $6.95

This is a practical handbook for
parents of children with handicaps The
book is sensitively written and repre-
sents the mafure reflection of a mother
who has been through the experience
of parenting bhdlengocf children. She
does not avoid arry of the ntaix issues
fiat such a situation bdngs to a rnanrhge
and family. The book is a wluable tool
for all who uodd aftempt to undershnd
the challenges and reuards of rlorking
with the handicapped. _R.H

DlYorce ls a Famlly Aflalr
by Margaret Johnsn
Zondervan
1983, 128pp., $4.95

Readers of this wluable book share
in the autho/s personalirumey through
the hagedy of her daughte/s divorcq
with the aftending bibllcalsolutons The
sensitive treatnent of guilt, anger,
resentment, and the mouming process
will prove helpful. The book provides
needed insight into the view that the
parents of the divorcing couple are in
some r,l/ay to blame This book willdefi-
nitely minister wherever divorce has
become a family affair. -R .H,

Prescription for a Broken Heart
by Bobbie Reed
Regal Books
'1982, 152pp., $4.95

The problem of starting over again
after the immobilizing pain of rejection
is dealt with in this book Practical
guidelines for recovery from a crumbled
relationship are gathered together. The
brokenhearted are all around us. This
uronderful little book can enhance our
ministry to them. -R.H.

The Po,ruer of a Positive Self-lmage
by Clifford G. Baird
Victor Books
1983, 1O5pp., $,4.95

A plethora of booK on self-image
has emerged over the past few years.
This book is an improvement on many
of them. The author's tenacious
allegiance to biblical terms and texts
makes the book a diamond in a sea of
coal. -R.H.

5l

TAMILY



I

Drofile

t 10 minutes until ten o'clock,
Monday morning, September
lZ, 1983, the dismissal bell

rang, and thousands of college students
made their way toward the large
auditorium on the northeast corner of
campus. Chapel was about to start, and
students were still trying to find a seat
amidst the confusion of a new school year.
Eight hundred freshmen complicated
matters.

As the songleader stepped up to the
pulpit, the ten o'clock bell rang. The large
student body and 130 faculty members
stood and sang the school's alma mater.
Immediately following was the recitation
of the university's "Confession of Faith."

As the last words of the confession
were spoken, a white-haired, 74-year-old
man entered the pulpit, erect and com-
manding. His six-foot stature was im-
pressive. He wore his customary daily
attire-a dark blue, double-breasted suit.
The student body listened intently, with
anticipation. He spoke with authority:
"Young people, my desire is for this to
be the greatest year in the history of our

Raymond J. Catogge
is professor of Christian
education and director of
extension ministries at
Tennessee Temple
University.

Lee Robersorrr
Rising on Leadershi,p

school. Let me encourage you now to be
at your best, always! Be your best in your
classes, relationships, dormitories, and
Christian service. For you to be successful
this year, you must do two things. First,
die to self ! Second. be filled with the
Spirit, day in and day out. Those two
things will make you victorious in your
Christian living." With those comments
he removed his small, black-framed
glasses and said, "Let's pray."

The place was the main auditorium
of the Highland Park Baptist Church.
The event was the first chapel service for
the 1983 fall term at Tennessee Temple
University. The man was the founder of
the institution, Lee Roberson.

For over 50 years Dr. Lee Roberson
has been one of the most influential
leaders in Fundamentalism. His motto,
"Everything rises or falls on leadership,"
has permeated his lifestyle. As a successful
pastor and Christian college leader, Lee
Roberson has lived up to his motto by
providing effective leadership for the
ministries of Highland Park Baptist
Church and Tennessee Temple Univer-
sity. Since he accepted the pastorate in
1942, Highland Park Baptist has grown
to be one of the most famous and largest
churches in the southeastern United
States.

Tennessee Temple University in
Chattanooga, Tennessee, founded under
Roberson's leadership in 1949 with 109

students, has mushroomed to a student
body numbering 4,000. The school was
started as Tennessee Temple Schools,
under a Bible institute status, but now
provides a full Bible college curriculum,
liberal arts program, college classes for the
deaf, graduate studies program, and
seminary. Roberson's double job as
pastor (now pastor emeritus) of the
Highland Park Baptist Church and
chancellor of Tennessee Temple is out-
lined in his book, Double-Breated (Sword
of the Lord Publishers, 1977).

Lee Edward Roberson was born in
English, lndiana, on November 24,1909.
Subsequently, the Roberson family
moved to Louisville, Kentucky, where
young [.ee attended elementary and high
school. Although the Robersons were an
economically poor family, they never
resented their poverty in the least.

At 14 Lee was led to Christ bv Mrs.
Daisy Hawes, a godly Sunday school
teacher at the Cedar Creek Baptist
Church in Louisville. He was also bap-
tized and answered God's call to the
ministry at this church. Giving his life to
Christ for full-time service was not an
easy decision, but the call of God was
clear and the young man determined to
do God's will.

He had a great love for music and a
good singing voice, and a potentially
promising career awaited him in that
field. He studied voice, sang in a college
choir, and was the soloist on various
radio programs. Roberson's first job was
music director at the Virginia Avenue
Baptist Church in Louisville; he was 20
years old. But when he decided to preach
the gospel he left his music career behind.

He took his first pastorate in 1932 in
Germantown, Tennessee, a small work
on the edge of Memphis.

After serving at Germantown for
only 10 months, Roberson accepted an
offer to be the assistant pastor and music
director at Temple Baptist Church in
Memphis. He impetuously accepted the

photos by Wanen Wright
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offer without prayer or waiting. Conse-
quently, he was unhappy in this ministry
and resigned after three months.'!7hile 

staying with some friends in
Springfield, Tennessee, Lee was invited
to speak at the Greenbrier Baptist
Church, just outside Springfield. The
church was run down and in need of a
pastor. Following much prayer, Lee ac-
cepted the church's call.

On October 9, 1937, Lee Roberson
married Caroline Allen of Birmingham,
Alabama. After the honeymoon, the
Robersons began a new ministry at the
First Baptist Church of Fairfield,
Alabama. After their honeymoon, the
Roberson conducted many successful
revivals in Alabama and other south-
eastern states. For 2 years he served as
an evangelist for the Birmingham Baptist
Association, holding 55 revivals in Bir-
mingham alone.

In the fall of 7942, after preaching one
sermon for the Highland Park Baptist
Church in Chattanooga, Tennessee,
Roberson was extended a call to serve as
their pastor. The decision was not easy.
At first he was not persuaded that
Highland Park was God's place for him,
but after days of prayer and much waiting
on God, he accepted the call.

Years of spiritual success and God's
blessing were to follow. Highland Park
would become an influential bulwark and
a model church.in Fundamentalism. The
ministries of Highland Park are trophies
of the power of God working through a
yielded life.

The Highland P ark Baptist Chr.rrch has
grown steadily since Roberson became
pastor, at one time claiming the largest
membership and Sunday school in the
nation. Twice since 1947 the church has
had to build larger auditoriums to accom-
modate the congregation. Presently, the
main auditorium seats 6.000 and is filled
to capacity on Sunday mornings.

Worldwide Faith Missions is the
church's method for sending out and sup.
porring missionaries. Now supporting 544
missionaries throughout the world, the
church devotes an exceptionally large
percentage of its income to mission work.

"Gospel Dynamite," a daily radio
ministry, was begun in December 1942.
Broadcasting for over 40 years, "Gospel
Dynamite" is the longest-running live
religious radio broadcast in the nation.

Chapel Minisrry. In 1942 Highland
Park had one extension work-at Cen-
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tral Avenue and Main Street in Chat-
tanooga. Today the church has over 45
branch chapels within a 75-mile radius of
the city. These churches are pastored by
students and faculty members of Ten-
nessee Temple.

The Euangel is t ,  the b iweekly
newspaper of Highland Park Baptist, was
first printed in 1944 and today reaches
69,000 people with Pastor Roberson's ser-
mons and announcements concerning
the church.

churches, preaching salvation, dedica-
tion, and principles of church leadership.

The blessings of God have flooded
Lee Roberson's life and ministry. His love
for people is reflected through his con-
genial disposition around the campus of
the church and school. His concern for
others is evidenced by his personal
sacrifice in assisting financially ailing
students. His burden for souls is seen in
his  powerfu l ,  yet  compassionate
preaching. His consistency is proven by

"Errrythinsrises or folls on lead,ership,"

Camb Jol. In 1946 the Roberson's
baby girl, Joy, died of a sudden illness.
Through this experience, Roberson
changed his life's Bible text to Romans
8:28, "And we know that all things work
together for good to them that love God,
to them who are the called according to
his purpose." The church's children's
camp was named "Camp Joy," irr
memory of his baby girl. For 10 weeks
during the summer, 300 children attend
camp weekiy, free of charge. Each year
hundreds of boys and girls come to know
Christ through the ministry of Camp Joy,
"'Where Boys and Girls Begin to Live."

Tennessee Temple U niuersity. Through
the vision of Lee Roberson and under the
auspices of the Highland Park Baptist
Church, Tennessee Temple was founded
in 1946. Truly, this has been the most ef-
fective ministry of Lee Roberson. The
school presently enrolls students from
every state and 28 foreign countries.
Thousands of graduates have emerged
from the university to start churches,
serve as leaders. minister in Christian
education, travel as evangelists, and serve
on foreign mission fields. Temple is a
"Distinctively Christian" college that
adheres to sound. Fundamentalist
doctrine.

Lee Roberson has authored over 35
books on Chr is t ian l iv ing and
evangelism. Now at an age when most
people have been retired for 10 years,
Dr. Roberson still travels to various cities
almost every Monday and Tuesday,
holding two-day conferences where he
encourages Fundamentalist pastors and

55 years of ministry without compromise
of his convictions.

On April 27,1983, Dr. Lee Roberson
officially resigned the pastorate of
Highland Park Baptist Church and
became the church's pastor emeritus. At
his last service there, he received com-
mendations from manv leaders around
the country including President Reagan,
Governor Alexander of Tennessee, and
giants in Fundamentalism. The position
of pastor was turned over to his long-time
friend and associate, Dr. J.R. Faulkner.

At 74 years old, Lee Roberson is
stronger than ever. As chancellor, he is
still active in the work of Tennessee Tem-
ple University, holding regular office
hours and presiding over weekly faculty
and administrative staff meetings. His
door is always open to students. lUith no
more pastoral responsibilities, he is
devoted to traveling every week,
preaching the Vord of God and pro-
moting the work of Tennessee Temple.

LJnaware of his own greatness, Lee
Roberson continues to be used by God.
Holding true to Fundamentalist doctrine
and cause, he e>remplifies one given
wholly to God's purpose. Jack Hyles has
called him "the Moses of today." Others
have called him "Joshua," because of his
directive leadership. If everything rises
and falls on leadership as Roberson
claims. then the successes of this man in
Fundamentalism are rooted in his leader-
ship and dependence upon God. For Lee
Roberson, rising on leadership is a com-
pelling lifestyle, not an option. !
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Chcmce or Desigrn?
like to read. I try to have an open and inquisitive mind.
I don't read only the predictable stuff. I like the unpre-
dictable too-like airline maps. Yes, airline maps.

Recently on a Delta Airlines flight I poked around in the
pocket of the seat in front of me looking for something to read.
In addition to the plastic card telling ofthe safety features, the
plastic "Occupied" card, and the evepprresent air-sick bag which,
thankfully, I have not yet had occasion to use, I discovered the
Delta route map. On the back of the map was some interesting
scientific information which I started reading.

There was a section I want to share with you, and as I do
I want you to keep the issue of scientific creation in mind and
what can and cannot be taught in our public schools.

Here's the wording of the Delta Route map, telling me about
flying, and the earth, and things like that: "From the standpoint
of its inhabitants, the earth presents a combination of features
so exceptional it must be considered miraculous. Its size is just
enough to hold a sufficient atmosphere but not so great as to
exert too strong a gravitational effect upon life. The atmosphere
contains enough oxygen to support life, yet not enough to per-
mit excessive oxidation. Our distance from the sun is almost
unbelievably perfect for the exacting requirements of life. Life
must have water in liquid form, a condition possible within ex-

tremely narrow tempenrnlre ranges, These temperature ranges
are present in only the minutest fiactions of universal space, yet
they are present on earth because ofour distance from the sun.
This delicate balance is maintained so perfectly in the earth's
orbit that the most trivial deviation would destroy all life on
the earth's surfacel'

Now what is even more amazing than this information about
the earth and its "miraculous" ercistence is the prcjudice, the bias,
and the antiacademic fieedom positions taken by the secularists
who will not allow any evidence whatsoever for scientific crea-
tionism to be taught in our public schools.

\ilhen you consider the uniqueness of the earth compared
to other planetary bodies, doesrt't it require more faith to believe
that all of this and all of us "just happened" than it does to
believe that someone might be behind it all. Those who would
argue that a fine craftsman must be behind a good Swiss watch
sound foolish when they say ther€ cannot be a craftsman of any
kind behind the earth and all of the universe. Which takes more
faith to believe-chance or design?

It's time to stop discriminating against scientific creation and
let the students know what this body of science has to say. Like
Delta, the creation scientists are ready when you are.

Fundamentalism Today
continued from page 11

with whom they may disagree on even
the smallest of issues. Churches have split
over such matters as haircuts, slacks,
mustaches, and music. This unnecessary
strife usually has been caused by the
elevat ion of  one man's personal
preferences to the level of doctrinal
absolutes.

Distinctives vs. Division. Early
Fundamentalism included many diverse
views on peripheral doctrinal concerns.
The common commitment of those
historic Fundamentalists was to the essen-
tial (fundamental) doctrines of Scripture.
Beyond those there were individual
distinctives without unnecessary division.
We must again be willing to allow fellow
believers to hold to their own convictions
while at the same time maintainins a

uni ted stand against  L ibera l ism,
Secularism, and Humanism.

Position vs. Purpose. Man, by
nature, prefers the security ofhis positon
to surrendering to the greater purposes
of God. Rather than form alliances to the
glory of God, many have clung to their
little "headquarters" and man-made posi-
tions of leadership. Our conveniences
must be set aside in order to fulfill the
greater purpose of God.

Unity Brings Revival

The ultimate result of genuine Chris-
tian unity is to pave the way for revival.
Vhen those who have parted on bad
terms forgive each other, spiritual revival
will burst forth. They need to forgive,
whether or not they reunite organiza-
tionally. In The Church at the End of the
20th Century, Francis Scaeffer has writ-
ten, "I have been waiting for years for a

time when two groups of born-again
Christians who for good reasons find it
impossible to work together separate
without saying bitter things against each
other."

Scripture is filled with glowing ex-
amples of divided and embittered people
reconciled to each other: Joseph and his
brothers; Jacob and Esau; Paul and Mark;
Jesus and Peter. There is strength in
unity. \Vhen David united the 12 tribes
of Israel he brought them to their greatest
pinnacle ofstrength and subjugated their
enemies.

The same must be true of Christian-
ity today. Unity can allow for diversity
as long as that unity is based on the fun-
damentals of the Christian faith. Let us
stand together against our common
enemies: the world, the flesh, and the

D
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Dave fanney
Stays True to His Galting ̂ #';flx"l'{oT,,^,,

( (T m a young pastor, and rt i

I had to give advice to any
I other young pastor, I'd say,

'Don't let peer pressure from other
pastors and movements affect you. Be
sensitive, but be what God wants )ou to
be. Don't emulate others or allow yourself
to be pulled off track. Just be who you
are and what God wants you to be."'

Those are Dave Janney's words.
Though similar to Shakespeare's "To
thine own self be true," Janney would
consider an amplification necessary, He
has been true, not only to himself, but
to his calling, his heritage, and his
ministry.

Dave Janney is the pastor of Shiloh
Hills Baptist Church, in the Mar-
iettalKennesaw area of Georgia. He as-
sumed the pastorate after working
with Jblbert Moore for two and a half
years-Dr. Moore left to enter full-time
evangelism, and Janney stepped into the
position well prepared.

Shiloh Hills Baptist Church is 13
years old and experiencing a new surge
in growth. In 1983 there were over 350
new members added to the church. More
than 900 attend Sunday school and over
1,000 attend the morning worship service
each Sunday. The church operates a suc-
cessful bus ministry, a radio ministry, and
a thriving Christian school. \Uhy is
Pastor Janney so well equipped to lead
this prosperous group of believers?

Perhaps God has blessed this ministry
because Janney's long-term goal is not to
build a personal reputation or Fun-
damentalist fame, but for his church to
be an example ministry. "I'd like our
church to shore up every area of our
ministry, from how we spend every
penny to how we minister and disciple,
ivin souls, and teach and preach." His
method to obtain this goal involves
saturating his entire area and getting
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church members outside the four walls
of the church building.

The church has achieved success in
Christian education. The Shiloh Hills
Christian School is only 4 years old
but enrolls 540 students in grades
K through 11. Next year they will add
12th grade and expect 700 students.

A product of Christian education
himself, Janney has strong convictions
about the quality of religious education.
He says, "I am convinced that Christian
education can change the course of
history by educating leaders who can
make decisions for our country,"

Much of Pastor Janney's concern for
Christian education is a result of his own
upbringing and the influence of his
father, Al Janney. Dr. Janney founded
the New Testament Baptist Church and
Dade Christian School in Hialeah,
Florida. Proud to be a pastor's son, Dave
usually calls his father on Sunday eve-
nings and they talk about their respec-
tive ministries. Dave admires his father
and places a great deal of confidence in
his wisdom.

"There are many things in Dad's life
that I have wanted to paftern after," he
relates. "My dad is a man of vision and
he has always motivated me to have a vi-
sion and goals. Dad has always been an
honest man, and I've seen that honesty
pay off. He's a man of character, and a
gracious man. He's told me time and cime
again, 'I don't want people to know you
as Al Janney's son, I want them to know
you as Dave Janney.'He's a very support-
ive father and fellow preacher."

Al Janney would be the first to admit
that one thing is different in his son's
ministry. The elder Janney's generation
often heard "If you will take care of the
Lord's work, the Lord'll take care of your
children." The younger Janney was ad-
vised to do the opposite. "Though we
have a special relationship," Dave Janney
recalls, "I don't remember going fishing
with my dad or hunting or swimming, or
anything that you think of dads doing.
I have a boy, Dustin, and two little
daughters, and I have decided to set aside
a specific time with my family. I've found
that when I ask advice of most great
pastors today, they say, 'Don't do what
I did. Spend time with your family as they
grow up.t 

tt

Not only is Dave Janney a preacher's
kid, but his wife, Donna, is too. Her
father is Curtis Hutson, editor of The
Sword of tfu Lqrd. Dave met Donna while
he was a student at Baptist University of
America, where her father was president.
Curtis worked personally with the
pastor's majors. "He has had a big in-
fluence on my preaching," Dave says. "In
fact, I surrendered to preach during one
of Dr. Hutson's chapel messages. The
message was entitled'God Looking for a
Man' and I prayed that I'd be that man."

God has found a balanced man in
Dave Janney. He realizes that the balance
between soulwinning and discipleship is
crucial for a healthy church. "When a
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church ceases to be a soulwinning
church, it will cease to be a great church.
However, I believe many soulwinning
churches are guilty of giving away new
converts to other churches to be nur-
tured. Balance is the key."

Dave balances his church program by
presenting an evangelistic sermon on
Sunday morning, a challenge to Chris-
tians on Sunday evenings, and a lesson
in Christian living on \Tednesday eve-
nings. Bible study is also emphasized in
Sunday school and various discipleship
programs are offered during the week.
"Everybody ought to be in a stage of
discipleship," says Janney. "'!ilhen that
ceases, we ceas€ to see our need to grow."

Building Shiloh Hills Baptist Church
is the task to which Dave Janney applies
himself every day. But he also is con-
cerned about the growth of Fundamen-
talism in our country. "We must declare
what we are, where we are, and who we
are." he believes. "We need to have
unity, but a healthy separatism will
always be a part of it. I think that has
kept us pure because we have always been

able to say 'no' to whom we want and
'yes'to whom we want."

Dave Janney's vision is not limited to
his own church; he realizes the necessity
of Christian involvement in national af-
fairs. "I believe churches ought to be ac-
tive in letting our people know the issues

Don't be pulled off
trock, Be who \ou are
and what God wonts

you to be.

at hand and the biblical mandate to be
involved in government. Daniel \ilebster
once said,'Whatever makes a man a good
Christian also makes him a good citizen.'
I believe that's true. As Christians. we

ought to be good citizens and participate
in government and do some flagwaving.'We 

must keep our people alert to issues
that we can change. 

'We 
must participate ol

in government; we almost gave our na-
tion away because of nonparticipation.
Of course a church platform is not the
place to tell people who to vote for as
much as to tell them to participate and
tell them the biblical perspective by
which to make a decision. On a federal
level, we ought to find who is watchdog-
ging our concerns and how we can be
more actively involved."

Actis,e is a good word to describe the
ministry Dave Janney has undertaken at
Shiloh Hills Baptist Church. The grow-
ing church, quality school, proposed
youth camp, and planned children's
home are more than enough to fill the
days of this young man. In the fertile area
just outside Atlanta, Georgia, his church
faces a challenging but not impossible
task. lf he follows his own advice and set-
tles for nothing less than what God has
in store for him, Dave Janney cannot
help but succeed. !
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A freport on the Thonas Road Baptist Church and flelated Ministries

Seed Thought Sprouts and Grows
to National Senior Saints Ministry

V/hen Norman Hdding was a stu-
dent at Liberty Baptist Seminary, he
never envisioned that his seed
thought of working with senior adults
would be the catalyst of a ministry
that touches the lives of hundreds of
senior citizens in the Lynchburg area
and thousands nationwide.

On the local level, Hedding and
his team ofdedicatd workers conduct
senior saints meetings each Saturday.
Other activities include Single Ladies
Fellowship, Active Chrisrians Today,
a weekly bowling outing, in-home
Bible studies, and sight-seeing
excursions.

The senior saints have oppor-
tunities for ministry through the
Gospel Singers and the Senior
Ambassadors Puppet Ministry,
presenting programs in local churches
and nursing and retirement homes.
Hedding is the speaker on "New

Horizons," a weekly radio program for
senior saints.

Vith a special ministry tq elder
church members, over 400 people are
part of the nationwide Pen Pal Club
in which senior adults regularly cor-
respond with other seniors. Hedding
has written booklets and articles and
produced many audio cassettes on
"How to Organize a Senior Adults
Ministry" which are available upon
request. Further, the monthly Senior
Sadnts Sentinel, with 1,7ffi subscribers,
contains a Bible study, news, and
"how to" suggestions for churches in-
terested in ministering to seniors.
Through these endeavors the local
ministry has influenced chutches
around the country to stat similar
pro$ams,

Each year Hedding's department
hosts Senior Saints Veekends, where
hundreds ofpeople come from across

the nation for fellowship. The next
such weekend is scheduled for Octe
ber 5-7, 1984. Information on this
event may be obtained by calling toll

free 1-800446-5000 or writing Senior
Saints Ministry, Thomas Road Bap-
tist Church, Lynchburg, Virginia
1A\1 A

Hundreds Expected at Treasure lsland
fught now it's just a nanquil island

in the middle of theJames River, But
in a few weeks hundreds of excited
boys and girls will be out of school
and enjoying Treasure Island, a spe.
cial summertime ministrv to children.

Over 5,000 young people ages 4
through 12 will have their energies
directed to games, crafts, Bible study,
Scripture memorization, swimming,
ano sports.

Treasure Island outreach has two
buic programs. Day camp meets from
8:00 a.m, to 4130 p.m. Monday
through Friday for primaries and
juniors. The children are divided
into small groups of four to six and

directed by one of the 150 counselors
and staffmemhrs. Resident camp, for
older children, goes from Saturday
noon through Thursday evening and
includes divisions for novice campers,
experienced campers, and a special
section for those who want to take
computer camp.

Children who attend Treasure
Island Camp find it a great place to
have fun. Lasr year over 500 children
made decisions for Christ while on
Treasure Island. The thrills and ex-
citement of summer camping can be
enjoyed for only $25 per week. For in
formation about Treasure Island call
804.239.9281.
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LHBI Brings Learning Home
"Creating the feeling that you are

there" could be the words used to
describe Dr. Harold Villmington's
Bible teaching. Few men have his
ability to take students through the
V/ord of God, from Genesis to
Revelation, simplifoing the great doc-
trines while leading them to apply the
Bible to their daily lives.

Recognizing this, Dr. Falwell
asked Harold Villmington to begin
a Bible Institute in Lynchburg,
Virginia. That school is now the In-
stitute of Biblical Studies, a part of
Liberty Baptist College.

However, not everyone is called to
come to Lynchburg. Therefore Lib-
erty Home Bible Institute was begun
in 1976 to make in-depth Bible study
available to everyone. Over 14,000
men and women have taken advan-
tage of it. As students listen to
Dr. Villmington's lectures on cassette
tapes and read his textbooks, their
learning is made easier and rein-
forced through the many study notes
provided with the course.

By the same method they also
study under other professors from the
Liberty Baptist Schools in courses that
offer a variety of choices such as Sun.
day school teaching, journalism,
counseling, history, geography, ar-
chaeology, and studies of individual
books of the Bible. The flexibility of
tailoring the course is fr.rrther en-
hanced by many practical "how,to-
do-it" seminars on study skills, time
and money management, and vital

areas of Christian service,
Each student studies at his own

pace (many finish in less than two
year$ and can earn a Bible diploma.
Graduates may rceive their diplomas
by mail or come to Lynchburg to par-
ticipate in graduation ceremonles.

The graduation ceremonies held
by Liberty Baptist College and schools
in May are the highlight of the year
for LHBI staffmembers. This is when
the dedicated staff meet face-to-face
with those for whom they have
prayed and to whom they have given
personal help and attention through
corresponoence,

During this visit to Lynchburg,
graduates, their families, and guests
are honored at a special banquet, en-
joy fellowship with their fellow
$aduates from around the world, and
attend services at Thomas Road Bap-
tist Church.

LHBI students range in age from
teenagers to senior citizens and in-
clude people from all walks of life-
students, retired persons, home-
makers, truck drivers, and executives.
As a matter of fact, there does not
seem to be a "typical" LHBI student
because the institute appeals to young
and old, men and women, laymen
and full-time Christian workers, the
person who never finished grade
school and the person who has
earned his doctorate,

Because the aim of LHBI is to help
as many people as possible who want
to learn as much as possible about the

l i -

I

Bible in the shortest amount of time,
the cost of the course has been kept
to a minimum, monthly payment
plans have been made available, and
spouses can enroll for a nominal ad-
ditional fee,

An extension of the LHBI minis-
try is the annual Holy Land tour led
by Dr. Villmington. On-location in-

struction and nightly teaching ses-
sions with slide presentations enliven
this sight-seeing tour which is open
t0 everyone,

For information on the tour or on
LHBI, contact: Liberty Home Bible
Institute, Lynchburg, Virginia 245 14,
or call (804) 518-4119.

toward accreditation will mean more
students coming to LBSI' The
undergraduate program (seminary and
graduate school) went through an en-
tirely different process to achieve can-
didacy. "Receiving candidacy in record
time is attributed to Libety faculty
and administration who have
worked hard to accomplish this goall'
said A. Pierre Guillermin, president of
the college.

Calendar
Update
April

I )

Oldjfine Gospel Hour otn
B.R. Lokint "i/ There Be No
Resunection."

26.29
LBC College t'or a Weekail
27
LBC Concert Band Spring Concert
May
7
LBC Commencemnt
16.18

l. Fi,win On Lectrues at LBC on
Reuiua|ism.

22
Dr, Falwell speaks at National

Baptist BibLe Fellowshtp Meeting
in Springl ield, M issouri

)a
Sesion I o/ LBC Summer Sclrool

begins
June
9
Treaure Island Childrn' s

Camp begins
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Candidate Status
for Seminary

Liberty Baptist College and
Seminary recently advanced one step
closer to becoming a university when
the Southern Association of Colleges
and Schools granted candidate status
to the master's programs in religion
and education. Receiving candidate
status was a major accomplishment
that moved Liberty Baptist College
and Seminary closer to full accredita.
tion at the university level, According
to Elmer Towns, dean, "This step

Orr to
Teach
Gourse on
Revivalism

J, Edwin Orr, the world's leading
authority on revivals and awakenings,
will lecture on revivalism at LBC May
16-18, 1984. Dr. Orr will teach a
three-hout modular course from
B a.m. to 4:30 p.m. each day, Dr. Orr
has four earned doctorates and has
written 17 books on revival.
Dr. Towns, dean ofLBS, stated, "Every
pastor who is interested in having
revival in his church must take this
opportunity to expose himself to this
man who has traveled the world to
experience revivals as they are hap-
pening and to study them in historical
perspective. The course is open on an
audit basis to pastors) or they can
apply to the seminary for credit, For
in{ormation phone (804) 237-5961, ex-
tension 560.
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recrslues
by Richard D

from the

Peqce-Pcrt II
ast issue noted that true peace with God is available
through faith in Jesus Christ. Not only is this true posi-
tionally (Eph.2:14-17; Col. l:20), but by living in con-

stant communion with the lord through prayer and the study
of His Word, we may experience peace in all its fullness (Phil.
4:4-9). That kind of peace is what the Old Gstament word
slwlom, as applied to its New Gstament context, intends for our
age. It involves a total well-being of person, full health in per-
sonal relationships, and above all, a complete and perfect iden-
tity in heart and mind with God himself.

Peace should be a characteristic of the Christian, for Jesus
promised full peace to all who follow Him (John 14:27; 16:33).

Mark 4:3541 describes the lord in the midst of a busy
preaching ministry in Galilee that was being attacked viciously
by the Jewish leaders. Jesus had just finished teaching a long
series of spiritual lessons in the form of parables and was ex-
hausted by the heavy work of the day. Anxious to escape the
press of the multitudes, He gave orders to His disciples to cross
over the Sea of Galilee.'

They had scarcely set sail before the Master lay fast asleep.
He slept on even when a fierce gale, characteristic of the Sea
of Galilee, suddenly descended upon them. The Storm became
severe enough to engulf the small boat with waves. The seasoned
fuhermen feared for their lives. Rousing the lord they appealed
to Him, "Carest thou not that we perish?" After rebuking their
timidity and lack of faith, Christ quickly commanded, "Peace,
be still." Immediately the waters became perfectly calm.

Matthew, Mark, and lrlke report the awe of the disciples.
They had hoped that "somehow" He could help. Yet, they were

amazed when He did. With the Prince of Peace in our lives, we
should know that He will give real peace, despite the ftercest
tempest.

I leamed this tnrth through tragic circumstances that occurred
between my first and second year of college. During the sum-
mer session, I rode home with a good friend, who was an ex-
perienced pastor. As young men fiequently dq we discussed the
lord's call upon our lives and our concern for our wives and
children. Vhat would we do if a real difficulty arose or, the
supreme tragedn if we experienced the death of our loved ones?

On the day that David and I were to register for the fall
semester, his wife phoned to report that he was ill. Accordingly,
I went without him, by commuter train, to the college. \Uhen
I returned home I received another call. David had decided to
register after all, but on his return home, overcome by illness
and the medication he was taking, he lost control of his car and
it strayed across the center line of a busy highway. He was killed
in a head-on crash. That which we had discussed had
happened-but to one of us!

David would have been pleased to see that his wife and
children experienced real peace in this tragedy. Moreover, many
unsaved loved ones came to know Christ because of his home-
going. With thankfulness to God and resolve to do what David
could no longer do, I pledged my life unconditionally to the
lord's will for me (cfJosh. 24:15).

I have often reminded myself that because I am in union with
Christ (Gal. 2:20) He is 'bn board" (Col. 1:27) for all of life's
situations, giving peace (John 14:27; 16:33) however dark the "seas
of circumstance" might seem.
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Schaeffers Succeed with
"Great Evangelical
Disaster"

News
Holding seminars in 13 Christian col-

leges across the country, the Schaeffers
are using two recently published books
(father 

".rd 
,o., each ha.ring written one) 

q'

and a 30-minute film to tell students
about "The Great Evangelical Disaster"
that has transpired in this country.

For 60 years, Evangelicalism had been
deteriorating in America, the Schaeffers
say. But it was not until 1973, when the
U.S. Supreme Court legalized abortion
and Evangelicals kept silent, that this
great falling became apparent.

Because Evangelicals have re6.rsed
either to provide Christian leadership or
to assert biblical authority in American
culture and society, Secular Humanists
have filled the vacuum with a godless
philosophy that promotes freedom
without restraint.

Dr. Schaeffer explains this freedom to
mean: "l must be free to kill the child in
my womb. I must be free to kill the
newborn child if I don't think he or she
measures up to my standards of 'quality

life.'l must be free to desert my husband
or wife, and abandon my children. I must
be free to commit shameless acts with
those of my own sex."

Franky Schaeffer concludes, "We now
have a secularized and godless nation."

But secularism, too, has failed
America.

"Secularism," the younger Schaeffer
says, "has destroyed public education. It
has destroyed the sanctity oflife ethic. It
starves babies to death in the name of
compassion. It smashes homes. It accepts
homosexuality and is therefore responsi-
ble for AIDS. And it's responsible for a
'sex for fun' ethic that is without moral
taboos.

"Secularism has destroyed the tradi-
tional moral fabric of this countrv."

Yet, even though secularism has
stumbled miserably, Evangelicals have
been unable to capitalize on this failure
and restore a Christian consensus to
America.

The reasons for this failure are partly
illustrated in the new film. The Grear
Evangelical Disaster, produced by Franky
Schaeffer V Productions.

The animated satire uses humor to
show how the media censors the Chris-
tian viewpoint and how certain
Evangelical leaders accommodate to the
"fashions" of the times.

The film opens in a "typical" living
room setting. The camera focuses on a

Using such words as "spineless," "sick
at the core," "cowards." Francis
Schaeffer and his son, Franky, are tour-
ing Christian colleges, describing the pres-
ent state of the Evanqelical establish-
ment. They hope to start a "small revolu-
tion" that can overthrow the present
Evangelical leadership. Evangelicals are
like "jellyfish." Although American
culture is crashing down upon them-
through abortion, infanticide, child por-
nography, sexual license, shattered
families, et cetera-they remain silent,
afraid of appearing "unfashionable."

At Libeny Baptist College for the
premiere showing of their new film, the
Schaeffers said, the Evangelical leadership
has "berrayed" the Christian community.
It has refused to lead; it has refused to use
scriptural authoriry to condemn evil social

60

practices; and worse-it often says nothing
different from what the world says.

For 50 years, on point after point,
Evangelicals have "bent the Bible" to fit
the surrounding culture, the Schaeffers
say. Therefore, many Evangelical leaders
are now found supporting such issues as
abortion and left.wing economic policies.

"The Evangelicals have looked at the
challenges the world has offered them,
and they have chosen to accommodate
and compromise rather than offend the
secular academic and social community,"
says Franky Schaeffer.

His father adds, "A great number of
Evangelicals have gone along with
feminism and socialism. They have
chosen to adapt Scripture to culture
rather than to judge culture according to
Scripture,"

FUNDAMENTAL]ST JOURNAL
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picture of Jesus Christ hanging on the
wall. Just below, a set of praying hands
rests on a television set. Americans may
make a gesture toward a Christian con-
sensus, but they nevertheless derive
much of their knowledge and opinions
from the boob-tube.

Co-written and directed by Ray
Cioni, the film parodies such shows as
"Phil Donahue," "Family Feud," and
"CBS News."

Commercials are included with adver-
tisements, such as one for "Terminal
Hospital" which carries the slogan, "It's
never too late to terminate,"

The film also parodies the growing
practice of infanticide. In a hospital set-
ting a doctor discovers a nurse carrying
a bottle of baby formula that was in.
tended for a handicapped infant.

"Just where to do you think you're
going with that?" he asks. "You know we
don't feed ret&rds."

The film pokes fun at the media in
both its censorship and distortion of
Christian views. To illustrate this. a Phil
Donahue figure is shown interpreting the
views of Dr. Schaeffer.

'Without 
Schaeffer finding the oppor-

tunity to explain himself, "Donahue"
allows his critics-a feminist. Secular
Humanist, and pro-abortionist-to have
a field day at criticizing his viewpoints.

But also working against restoration
of a Christian consensus, the film points
out, are Evangelical leaders who pride
themselves on their "open-mindedness"
and ability to adjust the Scriptures to fit
contemporary ideas and trends. These
Evangelicals can find biblical compassion,
for example, to have greater importance
than defending the life of the unborn
child.

Francis Schaeffer's new book, bearing
the same title as the seminar and film, ap-
proaches the "Evangelical disaster" from
a philosophical and historical basis.

According to the senior Schaeffer the
beginnings of this Evangelical disaster can
be traced to the age of Enlightenment-
an intellectual movement emphasizing
the sufficiency of human reasoning. By
the late nineteenth century, Enlighten-
ment ideas began to radically transform
Christianity in America. By the 1930s,
liberal theologians-using the methods of
"higher crit icism"-had effectively
gained control of their denominations,
Schaeffer writes.

MAY I9B4

This drift to Liberalism in the
churches was responsible for "ushering
in" the Enlightenment ideas-"denial of
the supernatural; belief in the all-
sufficiency of human reason; the rejection
of the Fall; denial of the deity of Christ
and His Resurrection; belief in the perfect-
ibilitv of Man: and the destruction

t n . t t t r t
tne DlDle. ne savs.

Schaeffer says that most Evangelicals
have declined to battle the secularistic
forces in America, and those that dare
saying anything often support the world's
view.

"Here is the great Evangelical
disaster-the failure of the Evangelical
world to stand for truth as ftuth,"
Schaeffer said.

"T, sreot
Evangelical diswter-

the failure to stand for
truth os tntth,"
- Schoeffrr,

Franky Schaeffer's book, Bad News /or
Modern Man, takes a more hardhitting
approach to the "Evangelical disaster,"
not only giving specific examples but
naming names. His favorite objects
of attack are Wheaton College and
Christianity Today-two pinnacles of
Evangelicalism.

Wheaton College, he accuses, employs
pro-abortion professors and requires
every student to read Ron Sider's book,
Rich Christians in an As, of Hunger.

Sider's book advocates that food aid
be discontinued in Third \7orld countries
that fail to endorse and conform to a
1974 United Nations population control
conference. Schaeffer said this 1974
population control program has been the
guiding principle of mandatory abortions
and infanticide policies in China, and
forced sterilizations in India.'\i7ayne 

Bragg, director of the hunger
program at Wheaton, confirmed that the
Sider book had been used previously in
at least two courses and may still be re-
quired in certain select courses. Bragg

said, "We do not equate using the book
to an endorsement." He said the Schaef-
fer evaluation was based on secondary
sources and "he just didn't check these
out.tt

When asked about the college's
employment of pro-abortion professors,
Richard Gerig, director of public rela-
tions, said, "I do not know of any official
position on abortion at the college."

Clvistianity Today, Schaeffer adds, has
failed to strongly denounce the National
Council of Churches' "non-sexist" Bible,
even though the secular media has both
exposed and ridiculed this feminist at-
tempt at changing history.

A Christianity Today editor, Tom
Minnery, responded to Schaeffer, saying,
"We do not intend to get into a mud-
slinging match with Franky." Specifical-
ly rebutting one of Schaeffer's accusa-
tions, Minnery stated that as recently as
November and February , Christianity To-
day ran articles entitled "The God of the
NCC Lectionary is not the God of the
Bible" and another article on the NCC's
non-sexist Bible entitled "A Bi-sexual
Nightmare."

The Schaeffers cite other examples of
"accommodation" and "compromising,"
but the purpose of the books is not
solely to criticize Evangelicals, but to pro-
pose a solution.

Dr. Schaeffer proposes, "What we
need are radical Christians who will
break the ties of the old Evangelical
leadership." He quickly points out that
he is not talking about "long-haired
goofies."

As the Schaeffers see it, though the
Evangelical establishment will resist their
message, Christian students and young
adults will readily sympathize with their
goals.

Martin Luther, apparently, had
similar problems with Christians unwill-
ing to use the Bible to address world af-
fairs. He is quoted in Dr. Schaeffer's book
as having said:

"lf I profess with the loudest voice and
clearest exposition every portion of the
truth of God except precisely that little
point which the world and the Devil are
at the moment attacking, I am not con-
fessing Christ, however boldly I may be
professing Christ." D

-Martin Mawler
Llnchburg, Virginia
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MISSION SERVIGE SUPPLY
"The helps minist ry"

H E L P I N G  Y O U  R E A C H  T H E
W O R L D  F O R  C H R I S T

HAVE 10 Wv-777',s
at $4890.00 each

P a n a s o n i c  N V 9 6 0 0

WHOLESALE TO CHRISTIAN WORKERS
R o u te 4, Box rrn'll r?;,lJlti;,ti"*" 

t or"Jrto, 
(io 1 )s 2 r -r 7 s r

F e a t u r i n g

Panason i c
V ideo

o Mdeo Equipment
o Projectors and

AudioVisual
r Tape Duplicators

o Sound Equipment
r Telephones
o Microphones
o Champion Juicerq
o Water Distillers
o And many other items

Prnrsonlc llVEa20
Pori.blr Yld.o

Rrcordcr

wv-3990

VHS TAPE SPECIAL
T120's - $7.40

(boxes of 10)

Mission Seruice Supply
, l , now has the full l ine of

^(,c/",,, JVcnry'. lJvL
I Video Products

f 
-"rY 

catt for speciats on:
1) KY-310 cameras
2) KY-1900 cameras
3) JVC 3/a" editing systems
4l JVC special effects generator
5) JVC video tape recorders

Jay D. Cole,  President
Route 4, Box 384, Fayettevi l le,  AR 72701

(501) 521-17s8
"Helping you reach the world for Christ"

SUPER VIDEO TAPE
SPECIALS

BEST PRICES
AVAILABLE



NAE Annual Meefing Goverc School
Prayer and 0tlrer Moral Issues

President Reagan, who began his 1984
reelection campaign with an appearance
at the convention of the National
Religious Broadcasters, continued his
quest for the allegiance of conservative
Christians with a speech to the March
gathering of the National Association of
Evangelicals in Columbus, Ohio. As ex-
pected, the President used the speech to
outline his commitment to the issues
thought to represent the "moral agenda"
of the New Religious Right. He lobbied
strongly in behalf of a constitutional
amendment to permit organized volun-
tary prayer in public schools, and he
assailed permissive abortion laws.

But the President surprised many
observers by including in his address a
warning and a reminder to Evangelicals
that the United States is a religiously
pluralistic nation.

"We must remember that many
[Americans], in good faith, will hold
other views," President Reagan declared.
"Let us pledge to conduct ourselves with
generosity, tolerance, and openness
toward all. \7e must respect the rights
and views of every American-because
we are unshakably committed to
democratic values. Our Maker would
have it no less."

The ?4-year-old Chief Executive
counseled the Evangelical preachers to
"use your pulpits to denounce racism,
anti-Semitism, and all ethnic and
religious intolerance as evils. And let us
make it clear that our values must not
restrict, but liberate the human spirit in
thought and deed. . . . We must show
that faith and traditional values are the
things that give human life dignity,
warmth, vitality, and, yes, laughter and
joy." The President appeared to be prac-
ticing the message he was preaching,
decrying the bankruptcy of Soviet
tota l i tar ianism but  never theless
acknowledging that many Russian
citizens are Christian believers.

In a widely publicized speech to last
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year's meeting of the National Associa-
tion of Evangelicals, the President
characterized the Soviet Union as the
"evil empire" and condemned the nuclear
freeze movement as "a dangerous fraud."

But this year, taking note ofthe new
leadership at the Kremlin, President
Reagan offered to "renew our efforts to
ease tensions between East and West.

"And while we will never accept for
ourselves their system," he added, "we
will never stop praying that the [Soviet]
leaders, like so many of their own peo-
ple, might come to know the liberating
nature of faith in God."

The President's 3O-minute speech to
the conservative churchmen was inter-
rupted 17 times by applause, but that
response was muted by comparison to the
rousing reception President Reagarr
received a few weeks earlier from the
National Religious Broadcasters.

In a carefully worded speech delivered
to the Evangelical group the morning
after President Reagan's appearance, the
outgoing president of the NAE, Arthur
E. Gay, Jr., asserted that the Evangelical
organization "must not become identified
with a particular political party or
ideology. . . . Let us remind ourselves that
the kingdom of God will not come to its
fruition and completion except by the
coming of Jesus Christ." Rev. Gay, a
pastor of a Congregational church in the
Chicago suburb of Park Ridge, acknowl-
edged that the Republican incumbant is
"highly respected" by conservative Chris-
tians, but he asserted that "pragmatic"
political calculations may be as important
as moral convictions in any candidate's
appeal  to  the nat ion 's  re l ig ious
constituency.

But at the closing banquet of the
NAE's 3-day convention, delegates heard
the religious testimony of a 57-year-old
army general whose stern Christian
beliefs reportedly were responsible for his
ouster last year as president ofturbulent
Guatemala.

General Efrain Rios Montt, who was
hailed by some as a righteous reformer
and despised by others as a devilish
despot during his 16-month tenure as
leader of the military junta in that Cen-
tral American nation, contended it was
"God's will" that orchestrated both his
sudden rise to power and the military
coup that dislodged him from the
presidential palace.

"Vith the same grace, He placed me
there and removed me, so I can go share
about this [the gospel] to the world," said
Rios Montt, a 1976 convert to a small
Charismatic and conservative sect known
as the "Verbo Christian Church," or the
Church of the Word.

In an interview, Rios Montt dis-
counted growing speculation among some
United States Evangelicals that he is
preparing to become an it inerant
evangelist in Latin America. But he spoke
vigorously of combating that region's em-
brace of "liberation theology" and
"religious rituals," which he assailed for
falling short of "true Christianity and a
true knowledge of the Lord."

The Wheaton-based NAE, founded
47 years ago as a cooperative agency for
conservative Evangelical churches, ap-
proved a number of politically related
resolutions, including granting its suppon
for a school prayer amendment, and call-
ing on its 36,000 member churches, with
their 4 million adherents, to engage in
"non-partisan voter registration drives"
aimed at enlisting an estimated 10-15
mi l l ion unregistered Evangel ica ls .
Delegates also approved a resolution call-
ing on President Reagan and congress to
"demonstrate moral leadership and fiscal
integrity by reducing the staggering
federal deficit problem."

-Bruce Buursma
Columbus, C)hio
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Trumcrr Dollcr to Pcstor
Temple Baptist in Detroit

DETROIT-Temple Baptist Church
has called Truman Dollar of Kansas
City, Missouri, as pastor, replacing A.V.
Henderson who resigned his position to
dedicate all his efforts to the presidency
of Baptist Bible College in Springfield,
Missouri. The pulpit committee at Tem-
ple Baptist unanimously approved Dollar
as a pastoral candidate. He was pastor of
Kansas City Baptist Temple for over 15
years but has been associated with the
church for 22 vears.

Trunan Dollar
Dr. Dollar assumed his new respon-

sibilities in Detroit on March 18. An
official installation service was held
Sunday evening, March 25, with A.V.
Henderson and Jerry Falwell par-
ticipating. A replacement for Dollar in
Kansas City Baptist Temple has not yet
been named.

The Temple Baptist Church was
founded in 1892. G.B. Vick pastored the
church from 1947 until his death in 1975.
Vick was a key leader in the founding of
the Baptist Bible Fellowship and was the
first president of Baptist Bible College.

BBF Ncmres Spring
Meeting Speqkers

SPRNGFIELD, Mo.-The Baptist Bible
Fellowship will hold its annual spring
meeting on the campus of Baptist Bible
College in Springfield, Missouri, May
ZI-24. BBF President Leland Kennedy
will be the keynote speaker on Monday
evening. Jerry Falwell, E.G. Robertson,
and A.V. Henderson will speak Tuesday,'\iilednesday, 

and Thursday evenings,
respectively.

Dr. Henderson recently resigned as
pastor of Temple Baptist Church,
Detroit, Michigan, to devote full time to
the presidency of the college.

Federal Government Loses
Bcby Jane Appeal

LONG ISLAND. N.Y.-The Second
Circuit Court of Appeals has upheld a
lower court's ruling denying the federal
government access into the medical
records of Baby Jane Doe.

The Department of Health and
Human Services had asked the court to

order Stony Brook Hospital to release the
child's medical records. HHS wanted to
determine whether the infant was being
medically discriminated against after
learning that her parents and hospital
doctors refused to give the child life-
prolonging surgery.

Baby Jane Doe was born with spina
bifida last October in Port Jefferson, New
York. After being transferred to Stony
Brook Hospital, her parents chose not to
perform life-prolonging surgery because
doctors said the child would suffer con-
stant pain, severe mental retardation, and
may be bedridden for life.

This prognosis, however, has been
described by some pediatricians as
unduly pessimistic.

Pro-life and disability groups com-
plained to HHS officials saying Baby Jane
was being denied medical teatment simply
because she would grow up handicapped.
The group asked HHS to evaluate the
child's medical records to determine
whether the hospital was in violation of
Section 504 of the 1973 Rehabilitation
Act.

According to HHS, Section 504 frlr-
bids hospitals that receive federal funds
from discriminating against the handi-
capped newborn. Any hospital found
denying medical treatment because an in-
fant is handicapped can lose future
federal funding, such as Medicaid and
Medicare.

But when HHS requested to review
Baby Jane's medical records, hospital of-
ficials refused to comply. The Justice
Department then took the matter to
federal court.

The federal appeals court, however,
ruled against HHS. In a 2-l decision the
court said Section 504 was never in-
tended to "apply to ffeatment decisions
involving defective newborn infants."

In a 48-page opinion, Justices George
C. Pratt and Charles M. Metzner wrote,
"Until Congress has spoken it would be
an unwarranted exercise of judicial power
to approve the type of investigation that
has precipitated this lawsuit."
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According to Steven Baer,  a
spokesman for Americans United for
Life, the court ruling "looks like it has
totally gutted the Section 504 standard."

Baer added, "Without the 504 en-
forcement mechanism, the ability of the
federal government to intervene when
handicapped chi ldren are being
discriminated against looks kind of
bleak."

Alrorted Fetuses Feel Pqin

\fASHINGTON-Aborted fetuses
do feel pain, a group of 24 physicians, in-
cluding a past president of the American
College of Obstetricians and Gyne-
cologists, wrote President Reagan.

The letter gave support to President
Reagan's remarks last January at the Na-
tional Religious Broadcasters convention
that aborted fetuses often suffer pain.

The President immediately came
under attack from Dr. Ervin E. Nichols,
director of activities for ACOG, who told
the rVashington Post, "'!7e are unaware of
any evidence of any kind that would
substantiate a claim that pain is perceived
by a fetus."

But the prestigious panel ofphysicians
agreed with the President saying fetuses
do "respond to stimuli" and demonstrate
a "remarkable responsiveness" to "pain,
touch, and sound."

"Mr. President," the letter said, "in
drawing attention to the capability of the
human fetus to feel pain, you stand on
firmly established ground."

Later, in an interview with the
tX/ashington Times, Dr. Nichols admitted
that he lacked both "expertise" and "in-
timate knowledge" of fetology.

ln an address to the NRB, Reagan
brought the conference to its feet in ap-
plause when he said, "How can we sur-
vive as a free nation when some decide
that others are not fit to live and should
be done away with?. . . Medical science
doctors confirm that when the lives ofthe
unborn are snuffed out. thev often feel
pain-pain that is long and agonizing."

Representative Mark Siljander of
Michigan has introduced legislation in
the House of Representatives that will re-
quire abortionists to notifu women who
are 13 l/2 weeks or more into pregnancy
that their unborn child will experience
pain unless g iven anesthet ics or
analgesics.
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Supreme Court Scrys
Ncrtivity Scenes
Are Constitutional

\TASHINGTON-A 40-year-old tradi-
tion will be resumed next Christmas
when city officials in Pawtucket, Rhode
Island, once again erect a Nativity scene
in the heart of the city's shopping district.

ln a sharply divided decision, the U.S.
Supreme Court ruled that government-
sponsored creches do not violate the
Constitution.

The action was brought against the
City of Pawtucket by the American Civil
Liberties Union in 1980. Representing
four residents, the ACLU said the Nativ-
ity display violated the First Amend-
ment's separation ,rf church and state.

But in a 5-4 decision, the Supreme
Court overturned two lower court deci-
sions and ruled that government-
sponsored creches are no more an en-
dorsement of religion than the "exhibi-
tion of religious paintings in governmen-
tally supported museums."

The court added, "To forbid the use
of this passive symbol while hymns and
carols are sung and played in public
places, including schools, and while Con-
gress and state legislatures open public
sessions with prayers, would be an over-
reaction contrary to our history and our
holdings."

Former Mayor Dennis Lynch,
founder of Citizen's Committee to Save
Christmas, said, "lt was a long three-and-
one-half-year fight and, yes, it was well
worth it.

"The court has said it's all right to use
public funds and public property to
display Nativity scenes and that's a very
important return to basic principles."

Justice Sandra Day O'Connor, who
has surprised conservative religious
leaders with her support of traditional
values, wrote a concurring opinion say-
ing, "Celebration of public holidays,
which have cultural significance even if
they have religious aspects, is a legitimate
secular DurDose."

Street Precching Upheld

S\7ANSEA, S.C.-A federal judge has
struck down a city ordinance here that
gave authorities "absolute power to pro-
hibit preaching and other public speak-

ing on the streets and public ways of
Swansea."

In a case that has gained national at-
tention, Federal Judge Matthew J. Perry
said the ordinance violated the free
speech and free assembly rights of peo-
ple who want to "preach the gospel."

The city argued that the ordinance
was needed to prevent street evangelists
from offending citizens, causing traffic
congestion, and creating noise.

But  seven members of  the
Gethsemane Anabaptist Church filed
suit against the Town of Swansea saying
the ordinance was a prior restraint on
their constitutional freedoms.

The church members frequently visit
Swansea on Saturday mornings to preach
the gospel to store patrons. Though they
admit to loud speaking, so they can be
heard, the evangelists said they always
conduct themselves in an "orderly,
courteous, and respectful manner."

Due to citizen complaints, the Town
Council passed the ordinance that gave
the mayor authority to restrict the time
the evangelists could speak, the number
of evangelists, and the location of the
evangelists to a vacant lot at the edge of
town.

The street evangelists refirsed to com-
ply with the permit requirements and
were arrested on three separate occasions.

In Judge Perry's preliminary injunc-
tion. he ruled. "An ordinance which
makes the peaceful enjoyment of the
freedoms of speech and assembly depen-
dent upon the uncontrolled will of an of-
ficial, as by requiring a permit or license
which may be granted or withheld at the
discretion of that official, is an unconstitu-
tional prior restraint upon the enjoyment
of those freedomsl'

CHC Accredited

Christian Heritage College has re-
ceived full accreditation from the Western
Association of Schools and Colleges, ac-
cording to David Jeremiah, chairman
of the college and pastor of Scott
Memorial Baptist Church. The church
sponsors the liberal arts college of 300
students located in El Caion. California.
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A Christian Nation
Ne€ds Option of School Prayer

he trouble with Americans. some wit once remarked.
is they know so much that's not so. The current con-
troversy over giving local schools the option of allow-

ing prayer in the classroom is a case in point.
The claims of supporters of the prayer amendment and the

warnings of its opponents are way off the mark. The amend-
ment, which must be approved by three-fourths of the states
if Congress ever approves it, has been modified to the extent
that prayer in school can be either silent or spoken, that the
government can't write the prayer if it is spoken, or force school
districts to have a time for prayer.

A committee of the House of Representatives, which opens
its daily sessions with a prayer, is considering the amendment.
In the Senate, which also opens its daily sessions with a prayer,
debate has begun. It is not enough to get a simple majority:
An amendment to the Constiturion must be approved by a two-
thirds vote in both chambers.

Even a prayer amendment as innocuous as this one,
therefore, faces a long and uncertain future.

How can Congress, or any legislature that opens its sessions
with nondenominational pnyers for divine guidance, now allow
a teacher to open school or classes in the same mannerl

How are one's religious or nonreligious sensibilities "injured"
by a prayer asking for divine guidance? All that prayer recognizes
is that there is a divine guidance. How can an atheist be of-
fended by a prayer he considers an exercise in futility? The most
he can claim is that his time has been wasted.

ln short: What's all the fuss about?
There are very few atheists in this country. Are we to ban

prayer in the schools because this tiny minority says it is
offended?

They are the only ones affected. No truly religious person
can be offended by a prayer for divine guidance. If he wants
to add, "In Jesus' name" or "Allah be praised" or whatever, that
surely is his right.

The so-called doctrine ofseparation ofchurch and state does
not accurately describe the relationship between the two. The
church is separated, but the state has sole discretion over
whether it wants to be. The state can legislate, the church can-
not. Only [recently] we witnessed a clear example of that in the
action of the Polish Communist government, which is atheist,
in banning crucifixes from Polish schools. It did so, the Com-
munists claimed, under a 1961 law proclaiming the separation

of church and state. The law has been in effect for 23 years.
The government, in its discretion, just decided to enforce it.
The action clearly illustrates that "separation" lies wholly with
the state.

Human ingenuiry has split so many hairs on the subject that
a whole literature has grown up around separation of church
and state. But it all rests, ultimately, on the very first prohibi-
tion in the Bill of Rights-without which the U.S. Constitu-
tion never would have come into existence: "Congress shall
make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or pro-
hibiting the free exercise thereof." Prayer in the schools comes
under "the free exercise thereof." If local schools want to open
their sessions with prayer, as the legislatures do, then so be it.
The U.S. Constitution does not need to be amended to reaf-
firm something it already says. The courts should uphold the
Constitution and permit the free exercise of religion.

There is a growing awareness in the world that people have
become disenchanted with the secular religions of Humanism,
Capitalism, Communism, Fascism, Socialism, and Democracy.
They are returning to the age-old yearning in human nature
for reassurance that there is more to life than man can make
of it. No longer do the masses consider themselves the masters
of the universe; they have become aware of how pitifully small
and vulnerable they are in the concepts of eternities of time
and space.

After decades of rulings banning prayer in schools and
religious observances on public properties, of closing church
schools and hounding them with regulations, the U.S. Supreme
Court recently voted 5-4 that Nativity scenes are permissible
on public property. It did so, however, on grounds that
Christmas is a "national holiday"-a secular holiday. Therefore,
it is permissible to leave Christ in the Nativity scene and in
Christmas. The power of the courts to determine the extent
of separation of church and state was clearly demonstrated.

\7e know a lot of things that aren't so, but one thing is so:
America is predominantly a Christian nation. It was founded
by Christians fleeing religious persecution. If the majority of the
people want to open their schools with prayers for divine
guidance, they have that right. They can overrule their courts
and legislatures on any issue. The Congress should [have]
recognize[d] that by voting to allow prayer in the schools. Such
approval would be one final proof that the separation of church
and state is what the state says it is.

Reprinted by permission frcm The Neos anl Dai\ Aduance, Lynchburg, Virginia 1984.

FUNDAMENTALIST JOURNAL



o

o

I
TV TIME BUYING

RADIO TIME BUYING

WORD PROCESSING
We have just completed a new addition to our
facility with 23lBM System VI ink jet printers;
operating 24 hours per day, 6 days a week,
enabling us to produce 30,000 personalized
letters a day. Our other services include fold-
ing, inserting and stamping (live stamps or
metered).

Pick-up and delivery service is also available
in our new Diesel-Powered Mercedes-Benz
truck.

Our modern word processing department

WORD PROCESSING

GRAPHIC ARTS

caters to the needs of churches, other religious
organizations, politicians, lobbying groups,
banks, insurance companies and a myriad of
others.
TV & RADIO TIME BUYERS

Sam K. Pate Associates purchases television
and radio time for over 35 religious organ-
izations, including Old Time Gospel Hour.

Let us show you how we can give you
maximum coverage for the least amount of
dollars.

Contact our ot't'ice t'or aduertising in this magazine.

ss?clATns, /trc.
4915 .  LYNCHBURG, VIRGINIA 24502 .  TELEPHONE (804) 237-2903

Our new offfces opening in spring 1984 in Atlanta, Knoxville & Chattanooga
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